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PARADISE 

LOST. 



BOOK I. 




|F Mans First Difobedience, and 
the Fruit 
Of that Forbidden Tree» whofe 

mortal taft 
Brought Death into the World, 
and all our woe. 
With lols of Eden, till one greater Man 
Reflore us, and regain the blifsful Seat, 
Sing Heav'nly Mufe, that on the secret top 
Of Ore^t or of Sinai, didft infpire 
That Shepherd, who firft taught the chofen Seed, 
In the Beginning how the Heav'ns and Earth 
Rofe out of Chaos : Or if S>ion Hill 
Delight thee more, and Siloas Brook that flow'd 
Fad by the Oracle of God ; I thence 
Invoke thy aid to my adventrous Song, 
That with no middle Hight intends to loar 

A Above 
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Book I . Paradife loft. 

Above th' Aonian Mount, while it purfues 
Things unattempted yet in Profe or Rhime. 
j And chiefly Thou O Spirit, that deft prefer 
Before all Temples th' upright heart and pure, 
Inflrudt me, for Thou know'ft ; Thou from the firft 
ao Waft prefent, and with mighty wings outfpread 
Dove-like fatft brooding on the vaft Ahvfs 
And mad'ft it pregnant : What in me is dark 
Illumine, what is low raifc and fupport ; 
That to the highth of this great Argument 
I may aliVrt th' Eternal Providence, 
And juftifie the wayes of God to men. 

Say firft, for Heav'n hides nothing from thy view 
I Nor the deep Trad of Hell, fay firft what caufe 
j Mov'd onr Grand Parents in that happy State, 
30 , Favour d of Heav'n fo highly, to fiiU off 
' From their Creator, and tranfgrefi his Will 
I For one reftraint. Lords of the World befides ? 
i Who firft feduc d them to that fowl revolt ? 
Th* infernal Serpent ; he it was, whofe guile 
Stird up with Envy and Revenge, deceiv'd 
The Mother of Mankinde, what time his Pride 
Had caft him out from Heav'n, with all his Hoft 
Of Rebel Angels, by whofe aid afpiring 
To fet himfelf in Glory above his Peers, 
40 He trufted to have equal'd the moft High, 
If he oppos'd ; and with ambitious aim 
Againft the Throne and Monarchy of God 
I Rais'd impious War in Heav'n and Battel proud 
' With vain attempt. Him the Almighty Power 
Hurld headlong flaming from th' Ethereal Skie 
With hideous ruinc and combuftion down 

To 
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To bottomlefs perdition, there to dwell 

In Adamantine Chains and penal Fire, 

Who durft defie th' Omnipotent to Arms. 

Nine times the Space that meafures Day and Night 

To mortal men, he with his horrid crew 

Lay vanquiftit, rowling in the fiery Gulfe 

Confounded though immortal : But his doom 

Rfifenr*d htm to more wrath ; for now the thought 

Both of loft happinds and lafting pain 

Torments him ; round he throws his baleful eyes 

That witnefi'd huge affli^on and difmay 

Mizt with obdurate pride and ftedfaft hate : 

At once as far as Angels kenn he views 

The difmal Situation wafte and wilde, 

A Dungeon horrible, on all fides round 

As one great Furnace flam'd, yet from thofe flames 

No light, but rather darknefs vifible 

Serv'd only to difcovcr fights of woe, 

Regions of forrow, doleful fhades, where peace 

And reft can never dwell, hope never comes 

That comes to all ; but torture without end 

Still urges, and a fiery Deluge, fed 

With ever-burning Sulphur unconfiim'd ; 

Such place Eternal Juftice had prcpar'd 

For thofe rebellious, here their Prifon ordain'd 

In utter darknefs, and their portion fet 

As far remov'd fionA God and light of Heav'n 

As from the Center thrice to th' utmoft Pole. 

O how unlike the place firom whence they fell I 

There the companions of hb &11, o'rewhelm'd 

With Floods and Whirlwinds of tempeftuous fire. 

He foon difcerns, and weltring by his fide 

A 2 One 
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I One next himfelf in power, and next in crime, 
80 i Long after known in Palejiint\ and nam'd 
Beelzebub. To whom th* Arch-Enemy, 
And thence in Heav*n call'd Satan, with bold words 
Breaking the horrid filence thus began. 

If thou beeft he ; But O howfidl'n I how chang'd 
From him, who in the happy Realms of Light 
Cloth'd with tranfcendent brightnes didft outfliine 
M3rriad8 though bright : If he whom mutual league. 
United thoughts and counfels, equal hope. 
And hazard in the Glorious Enterprize, 
90 Joynd with me once, now mifery hath joynd 
In equal ruin : into what Pit thou feed 
From what highth fal'n, fo much the ftronger provd 
He with his Thunder: and till then who knew 
The force of thofe dire Arms r yet not for thofe 
Nor what the Potent V^idtor in his rage 
Can elfe inflict do I repent or change, 
Though chang'd in outward luftre ; that fixt mind 
And high difdain, from fence of injur'd merit. 
That with the mightiert rais'd me to contend. 
And to the herce contention brought along 
Innumerable force of Spirits arm'd 
That durft diilike his reign, and me preferring. 
His utmoft power with adverfe power oppos'd 
In dubious Battel on the Plains of Heav*n, 
And (hook his throne. What though the fidd be loft? 
All is not loft ; the unconquerable Will, 
And ftudy of revenge, immortal hate. 
And courage never to fubmit or yield : 
And what is elfe not to be overcome ? 
1 10 That Glory never (hall his wrath or might 

Extort 
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Extort from me. To bow and fue for grace 
With fuppliant knee, and deifie his power 
Who from the terrour of this Arm fo kte 
Doubted his Empire, that were low indeed. 

That were an ignominy and (hame beneath 

This downfall ; (ince by Fate the ftrength of Gods 

And this Empyreal fubftance cannot &il. 

Since through escperience of this great event 

In Arms not worle, in forefight much advanc't. 

We may with more fuccefsful hope refolve 

To wage by force or guile eternal Warr 

Irreconcileable, to our grand Foe, 

Who now triumphs, and in th* excefs of joy 

Sole reigning holds the Tyranny of Hcav'n. 

So fpake th* Apoftate Angel, though in pain, 
Vaunting aloud, but rackt with deep defpare : 
And him thus anfwer'd foon his bold Compeer. 

O Prince, O Chief of many Throned Powers, 
That led th' imbattelld Seraphim to Wan- 
Under thy condud, and in dreadful deeds 
Fearlefs, endangered Heav'ns perpetual King ; 
And put to proof his high Supremacy, 
Whether upheld bv ftrength, or Chance, or Fate, 
Too well I fee and rue the dire event. 
That with fad overthrow and foul defeat 
Hath loft us Heav'n, and all this mighty Hoft 
In horrible deftrudlion laid thus low. 
As far as Gods and Heav'nly EBences 
Can Perifti : for the mind and fpirit remains 
Invincible, and vigour foon returns, 
Though all our Glory cxtindt, and happy ftate 
Here fwallow'd up in endleis mifery. 

But 
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But what if he our Conqueroury (whom I now 
Of force believe Almightf, fincc no lefs 
Then fuch could hav orepow'rd fuch force as oois) 
Have left us this our fpirit and ftrength intire 
Strongly to futfer and fuppoit our pains. 
That we may fo fuifice his vengeful ire. 
Or do him mightier fervice as his thralls 
150 By right of Warr, what e're his bufinefs be 
Here in the heart of Hell to work in Fire, 
Or do his Errands in the gloomy Deep ; 
What can it then avail though yet we feel 
Strength undiminfht, or eternal being 
To undergo eternal punifhment? 
Whereto with fpeedy words th'Arch-fiend reply 'd. 

Fall'n Cherube, to be weak is miferable 
Doing or Suffering : but of this be fure. 
To do ought good never will be our task, 
160 But ever to do ill our fole delight, 
As being the contraiy to his high will 
Whom we refift. If then his Providence 
Out of our evil feek to bring forth good, 
Our labour muft be to pervert that end. 
And out of good ftill to find means of evil ; 
Which oft times may fucceed, fo as perhaps 
Shall grieve him, if I fail not, and difturb 
His inmoft counfels from their deftind aim. 
But fee the angry Vidlor hath recall'd 
170 His Minifters of vengeance and purfuit 

Back to the Gates of Heav'n : The Sulphurous Hail 
Shot after us in ftorm, oreblown hath laid 
The fiery Surge, that from the Precipice 
Of Heav'n receiv'd us falling, and the Thunder, 

Wing'd 
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Wing*d with red Lightning and impetuous rage. 

Perhaps hath fpent his (hafts, and ceafes now 

To bellow through the vaft and boundlefs Deep. 

Let us not flip th' occafion, whether fcorn^ 

Or fatiate fury yield it from our Foe. 

Seeft thou yon dreary Plain, forlorn and wilde, i8o 

The feat of defolation, voyd of light, 

Save what the glimmering of thefe livid flames 

Cads pale and dreadful ? Thither let us tend 

From off the toiling of thefe fiery waves. 

There reft, if any can harbour there. 

And reaflembting our afflided Powers, 

Confuh how we may henceforth moft offendj 

Our Enemy, our own lois how repair. 

How overcome this dire Calamity, 

What reinforcement we may gain finom Hope, 190 

If not what refolution from defpare. 

Thus Satan talking to his neereft Mate 
With Head up-lift above the wave, and Eyes 
That fparkling blaz'd, his other Parts belides 
Prone on the Flood, extended long and large 
Lay floating many a rood, in bulk as huge 
As whom the Fables name of monftrous fize, 
Titanian^ or Earth-born^ that warr'd on yove^ 
Brianos or Typhon^ whom the Den 

By ancient Tarfus held, or that Sea-beaft 200 

Leviathan^ which God of all his works 

Created hugeft that fwim th* Ocean ftream : 

Him haply (lumbring on the Norway foam 

The Pilot of fome fmall night-foundered Skiff, 

Deeming fome Ifland, oft, as Sea-men tell. 

With fixed Anchor in his skaly rind 

Moors 
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Moors by his lide under the Lee, while Night 
Inverts the Sea, and wilhed Morn delayes : 
So ftretcht out huge in length the Arch-fiend lay 
2IO Chain'd on the burning Lake, nor ever thence 
Had ris'n or heav'd his head, but that the will 
And high permiffion of all^niUng Heaven 
Left him at large to his own dark defigns, 
That with reiterated crimes he might 
Heap on himfelf damnation, while he fought 
Evil to others, and enrag'd might fee 
How all his malice ferv'd but to bring forth 
Infinite goodnefs, grace and mercy fhewn 
On Man by him feduc't, but on himfelf 
220 ' Treble confufion, wrath and vengeance pour'd. 
; Forthwith upright he rears from off the Pool 
' His mighty Stature ; on each hand the flames 
I Drlvn backward flope their pointing fpires, &rowld 
In billows, leave i'th' midft a horrid Vale. 
Then with expanded wings he Hears his flight 
Aloft, incumbent on the dusky Air 
That felt unufual weight, till on dry Land 
He lights, if it were Land that ever burn'd 
With folid, as the Lake with liquid fire ; 
230 And fuch appear'd in hue, as when the force 
Of fubterranean wind tranfports a Hill 
Torn from Pehnut or the matter'd fide 
Of thundring Mina^ whofe combuftible 
And fewel'd entrals thence conceiving Fire, 
Sublimed with Mineral fury, aid the Winds, 
And leave a finged bottom all involv'd 
With flench and fmoak : Such refling found the fole 
Of unbleft feet. Him followed his next Mate, 

Both 
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Both gloryinp^ to have fcap't the Stygian flood 
As Gods, and by their own rccover'd ftrength, 
Not by the futfcrance of fupcrnal Power. 

Is this the Region, this the Soil, the CHme, 
Said then the loll Arch Angel, this the feat 
That we muft change for Heav'n, this mournful ' 
For that ccleftial hght r Be it fo, fince hee (gloom 
Who now is Sovran can difpofe and bid 
What (hall be right : &rdeft from him is beft 
Whom reafon hath equald, force hath made fa- 
Above his equals. Farewel happy Fields (pream 
Where Joy for ever dwells : Hail horrours, hail 
Infernal world, and thou profbundeft Hell 
Receive thy new Pofleflbr : One who brings 
A mind not to be chang*d by Place or Time. 
The mind is its own place, and in it felf 
Can make a Heav'n of Hell, a Hell of Heav'n. 
What matter where, if I be ftill the fame. 
And what I ihould be, all but lefs then hee 
Whom Thunder hath made greater ? Here at leaft 
Wc (hall be free ; th' Almighty hath not built 
Here for his envy, will not drive us hence : 
Here we may reign fccure, and in my choyce 
To reign is worth ambition though in Hell : 
Better to reign in Hell, then ferve in Heav'n. 
But wherefore let we then our faithful friends, 
Th' alTociates and copartners of our lois 
Lye thus ailonilht on th' oblivious Pool, 
And call them not to fhare with ns their part 
In this unhappy M anfion, or once more 
With rallied Arms to try what may be yet 
Regaind in Heav'n» or what more loft in Hell ? 
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So Satan fpake, and him Biclz-ebub 
Thus anfwer'd. Leader of thofe Armies bright, 
Which but th' Omnipotent none could have foyld, 
If once they hear that voyce, their livclieft pledge 
Of hope in fears and dangers, heard fo oft 
In worft extreams, and on the perilous edge 
Of battel when it rag'd, in all alTaults 
Their fureft fignal, they will (bon refume 
New courage and revive, though now they lye 
280 Groveling and proftrate on yon Lake of Fire, 
As we erewhile, aftounded and amaz'd. 
No wonder, falPn fuch a pernicious hi^th. 

He fcarce had ceas*t when the fuperiour Fiend 
Was moving toward the fhore ; his ponderous (hield 
Ethereal temper, mally, large and round, 
Behind him caft ; the broad circumference 
Hung on his fhoulders like the Moon, whofe Orb 
Through Optic Glafs the Tufcan Artift views 
At Ev'ning from the top of Fefok\ 
290 Or in ValdarnOy to defcry new Lands, 

Rivers or Mountains in her fpotty Globe. 
His Spear, to equal which the talleft Pine 
Hewn on Norwegian hills, to be the Mart 
Of feme great Ammiral, were but a wand, 
He walkt with to fupport uneafie fteps 
Over the burning Marie, not like thofe fteps 
On Heavens Azure, and the torrid Clime 
Smote on him fore befides, vaulted with Fire ; 
Nathlefi he fo endur'd, till on the Beach 
300 Of that inflamed Sea, he ftood and call'd 

His Legions, Angel jPorms, who lay intrans*t 
Thick as Autumnal Leaves that ftrow the Brooks 

In 
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In Vallombrofay where th' Etrurian fhades 
High overarch't imbowr ; or fcatterd fedgc 
Afloat, when with fierce Winds Orion arm'd 
Hath vext the Red-Sea Coaft, whofe waves ore- 
Bufiris and his Mcmphian Chivalrie, (threw 
While with perfidious hatred they purfu'd 
The Sojourners of Gojlieriy who beheld 
From the fafe fhore their floating Carkalcs 310 
And broken Chariot Wheels, fo thick bcllrown 
Abjedt and loft lay thefe, covering the Flood, 
Under amazement of their hideous change. 
He call'd To loud, that all the hoUow Deep 
Of Hell refounded. Princes, Potentates, 
Warriers, the Flowr of Heav*n, once yours, now loft, 
If fuch aftonifhment as this can fie2se 
Eternal fpirits ; or have ye chos'n this place 
After the toyl of Battel to repofe 

Your wearied vertue, for the eafe you find 320 
To flumber here, as in the Vales of Heav'n f 
Or in this abjedt pofture have ye fworn 
To adore the Conquerour ? who now beholds I 
Cherube and Seraph rowling in the Flood | 
With fcatfcr'd Arms and Enfigns, till anon 1 
His fwift purfucrs from Heav'n Gates difcern j 
Th' advantage, and descending tread us down ' 
Thus drooping, or with linked Thunderbolts [ 
Transfix us to the bottom of this Gulfe. 1 
Awake, arife, or be for ever fall'n. 330 

They heard, and were aba{ht, and up they fprungj 
Upon the wing, as when men wont to watch | 
On duty, fleeping found by whom they dread, 
Roufe and beftir themielves ere well awake. i 

B 2 Nor! 
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Nor did they not perceave the evil plight 
In which they were, or the fierce pains not feel; 
Yet to their Generals Voyce they foon obeyd 
Innumerable. As when the potent Rod 
Amrams Son in Fgypts evill day 
340 VVav'd round the Coaft, up call'd a pitchy cloud 
' Of Locu/h, warping on the Eaftern Wind, 
I That ore the Realm of impious Pharaoh hung 
Like Night, and darken'd all the Land of Nile: 
So numberleis were thofe bad Angels feen 
Hovering on wing under the Cope of Hell 
'Twixt upper, nether, and furrounding Fires ; 
Till, as a fignal giv'n, th' uplifted Spear 
Of their great Sultan waving to dired 
I Thir coune, in even ballance down they light 
350 On the firm brimflone, and fill all the Plain ; 
' A multitude, like which the populous North 
Pour'd never from her frozen loyns, to pafs 
Rbene or the Danaw, when her barbarous Sons 
Came like a Deluge on the South, and fpread 
Beneath Gibraltar to the Lybian fands. 
Forthwith from every Squadron and each Band 
The Heads and Leaders thither haft where llood 
Their great Commander; Godlike lhapesand forms 
•Excelling human, Princely Dignities, 
360 And Powers that carft in Heaven fat on Thrones; 
Though of their Names in heavenly Records now 
Be no memorial, blotted out and rasM 
By thir Rebellion, from the Books of Life. 
Nor had they yet among the Sons of Eve 
Got them new Names, till wandring ore the Earth, 
I Through Gods high fufferance for the tryal of man, 
! By 
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By falfities and lyes the greateft part 
Of Mankind they corrupted to torfake 
God their Creator, and th' invifible 
Glory of him, that made them, to transform 
Oft to the Image of a Brute, adorn'd 
With gay Religions full of Pomp and Gold, 
And Devils to adore for Deities : 
Then were they known to men by various Names, 
And various Idols through the Heathen World. 
Say, Mufe, their Names then known, who firft, who 
Rous'd from the {lumber, on that fiery Couch, (laft. 
At thir great Emperors call, as next in worth 
Came fingly where he ftood on the bare ftrand. 
While the promifcuous croud ftood yet aloof? 
The chief were thofe who from the Pit of Hell 
Roaming to feek their prey on earth, durft fix 
Their Seats long after next the Seat of God, 
Their Altars by his Altar, Gods ador'd 
Among the Nations round, and durft abide 
Jehovah thundring out of Ston, thron'd 
Between the Cherubim ; yea, often plac'd 
Within his Saoduary it felf their Shrines, 
Abominations ; and with curfed things 
His holy Rites, and fblemn Feafb profan'd. 
And with their darkneis durft affront his light. 
Firft Mokch^ horrid King befmear'd with blood 
Of human facrifice, and parents tears. 
Though for the noyfe of Drums and Timbrels loud 
Their childrens cries unheard, that paft through fire 
To his grim Idol. Him the Ammonite 
Worfhipt in Rabba and her watry Plain, 
In Argob and in Bajan^ to the ftream 

Of 
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Of utmoft Arnon. Nor content with fuch 
400 Audacious neighbourhood, the wifeft heart 
Of Solomon he led by fraud to build 
His Temple right againft the Temple of God 
On that opprobrious Hill, and made his Grove 
The pleafant Vally of Htmiom, Tophet thence 
And black Gehenna call'd, the Type of Hell. 
. Next ChemoSf th' obfisene dread of Moahs Sons» 
From Aroer to Neho^ and the wild 
Of Southmoft Abaritn ; in Hefebon 
I And Heronaim, Seons Realm, beyond 
410 I The flowry Dale of Sibma clad with Vincs» 
And Eleale to th' Afphaltick Pool. 
Peor his other Name, when he entic'd 
Ifrael in Sittim on their march from Nile 
To do him wanton rites, which coft them woe. 
Yet thence his luftful Orgies he enlarg'd 
Even to that Hill of fcandal, by the Grove 
Of Moloch homicide, luft hard by hate ; 
Till good yojiah drove them thence to Hell. 
With thefe came they, who from the bordring flood 
420 Of old Euphrates to the Brook that parts 

Egypt from Syrian ground, had general Names 
Ot Baalim and At/htaroth^ thofe male, 
Thefe Feminine. For Spirits when they pleafe 
Can either Sex aiTume, or both ; fo foft 
And uncompounded is their Eflence pure. 
Not ti*d or manacrd with joynt or limb. 
Nor founded on the brittle ftrength of bones. 
Like cumbrous flefh ; but in what (hape they choolis 
Dilated or condens't» bright or obfcure, 
430 Can execute their aerie purpofes, 

And 
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And works of love or enmity fulfill. 

For thofe the Race of Ifrael oft fbrfook 

Their living ftrength, and unfrequented left 

His righteous Altar, bowing lowly down 

To beftial Gods ; for which their heads as low 

Bow'd down in Battel, funk before the Spear 

Of defpicable foes. With thefe in troop 

Came AJioreth^ whom the Phcenicians call'd 

AftartCy Quepn of Heav'n, with crefccnt Horns; 

To whofe bright Image nightly by the Moon 

SUonian Virgins paid their Vows and Songs, 

In Sion alfo not unfung, where ftood 

Her Temple on th* offeniive Mountain, built 

By that uxorious King, whofe heart though large, 

Beguil'd hy Idolatrefles, fell 

To Idols roul. ^kammuz came next behind, 

Whofe annual wound in Lebanon allur'd 

The Syrian Damfels to lament his fate 

In amorous dittyes all a Summers day. 

While (inooth Adonis from his native Rock 

Ran purple to the Sea, fupposM with blood 

Of 'Thammuz yearly wounded : the Love-tale 

Infetfted Sions daughters with like heat, 

Whofe wanton paflions in the facred Porch 

Ezt'kiel {2i\Vy when by the Vifion led 

His eye furvay'd the dark Idolatries 

Of alienated yudah. Next came one 

Who mourn'd in earneft, when the Captive Ark 

Maim'd his brute Image, head and hands lopt off 

In his own Temple, on the grunfel edge, 

Where he fell flat, and (ham'd his Worfhipers : 

Dagon his Name, Sea Monfter, upward Man 

And 
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And downward Fifh : yet had his Temple high 
Rear'd in Azotusy dreaded through the Coail 
Of Palejlint'y in Gath and Ajcalotiy 
And Accaron and Ga-zas frontier bounds. 
Him follow'd Rimmoriy whofe delightful Seat 
Was fair Damafcusy on the fertil Banks 
Of Abbana and Pbarphar, lucid llreams. 
470 He alio againft the houfe of God was bold : 
A LfCper once he loft and gain'd a King» 
Ahaz his fottifli Conquerour, whom he drew 
Gods Altar to difparage and difplace 
For one of Syrian mode, whereon to burn 
His odious offrings, and adore the Gods 
Whom he had vanqui(ht. After thefe appear'd 
A crew who under Names of old Renown, 
Ofiris^ IJiSf Orus and their Train 
With monftrous (hapes and forceries abus'd 
480 I Fanatic Egypt and her Priefts, to feek 

Thir wandring Gods difguis'd in brutifli forms 
Rather then human. Nor did IJrael fcape 
Th' infedtion when their horrow'd Gold compos'd 
The Calf in Oreb : and the Rebel King 
Doubl'd that fin in Bethel and in Dan^ 
Lik'ning his Maker to the Grazed Ox, 
yehovah, who in one Night when he pafs'd 
From Egypt marching, equal'd with one flroke 
Both her Br(l born and all her bleating Gods. 
490 Belial came laft, then whom a Spirit more lewd 
Fell not from Heaven, or more grofs to love 
Vice for it felf : To him no Temple ftood 
Or Altar fmoak'd ; yet who more oft then hee 
In Temples and at Altars, when the Prieft 

With 
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Turns Atheift, as did Ely\ Sons, who fill'd 
With luft and violence the houfe of God. 
In Courts and Palaces he alfo Reigns 
And in luxurious Cities, where the noyfe 
Of riot afcends above thir lofticll: Towrs, 
And injury and outrage : And when Niglit 
Darkens the Streets, then wander forth the Sons 
Of Belial^ flown with infolence and wine. 
Witnefs the Streets of Sodom, and that night 
In Gibeahy when hofpitable Dores 
Yielded thir Matrons to prevent worfe rape. 
TheTe were the prime in order and in might ; 
The reft were long to tell, though far renown'd, 

Ionian Gods, of yavans Iflue held 
Gods, yet confeft later then Heav'n and Earth 
Thir boafted Parents ; Titan Heav'ns firft bom 
With his enormous brood, and birthright feis'd 
By younger Saturn, he from mightier yove 
His own and Rhea's Son like meafure found; 
So Jove ufurping reign'd : thefe firft in Greet 
And Ida known, thence on the Snowy top 
Of cold Olympus rul'd the middle Air 
Thir higheft Heav'n ; or on the Delphian Cliff, 
Or in Dodona, and through all the bounds 
Of Doric Land ; or who with Saturn old 
Fled over Adria to th' Hcfpcrian Fields, 
And ore the Celtic roam'd the utmoft Ifles. 
AH thefe and more came flocking ; but with looks 
Down caft and damp, yet fuch wherein appear'd 
Obfcure fom glimps of joy, to have found thir chief 
Not in defpair, to have found themfelves not loft 
In lois it felf ; which on his count'nance caft 
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Like doubtful hue : but he his wonted pride 
Soon recoUedlingy with high words, that bore 
Semblance of worth not fubftance, gently rais'd 
Their feinted courage, and difpel'd their fears. 
Then ftrait commands that at the warlike found 
Of Trumpets loud and Clarions be upreard 
His mighty Standard ; that proud honour claim'd 
Azaxel as liis right, a Cherube tall : 
Who forthwith from the glittering Staff unfurld 
Th* Imperial Enfign, which full high advanc't 
Shon like a Meteor ftreaming to the Wind 
With Geinms and Golden luftre rich iniblaz'd. 
Seraphic arms and Trophies : all the while 
Sonorous mcttal blowing Martial founds: 
At which the univerfal Hofl upfent 
A (hout that tore Hells Concave, and beyond 
Frighted the Reign of Chaos and old Night. 
All in a moment through the gloom were feen 
Ten thoufand Banners rife into the Air 
With Orient Colours waving : with them rofe 
A Forreft huge of Spears : and thronging Helms 
Appear'd, and ferried Shields in thick array 
Of depth immeafurable : Anon they move 
In perfed Phalanx to the Dorian mood 
Of Flutes and foft Recorders ; fuch as rais'd 
To highth of nobleft temper Hero's old 
Arming to Battel, and in ftead of rage 
Deliberate valour breath'd, firm and unmov'd 
With dread of death to flight or foul retreat, 
Nor wanting power to mitigate and fwage 
With folemn touches, troubl'd thoughts, and chafe 
Anguiih and doubt and fear and forrow and pain 
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From mortal or immortal minds. Thus they 
Breathing united force with fixed thought 
Mov'd on in lilence to foft Pipes that charm'd 
Thir painful fteps o're the burnt foyle ; and now 
Advanc't in view they ftand, a horrid Front 
Of dreadful length and dazling Arms, in guife 
Of Warriers old with ordcr'd Spear and Shield, 
Awaiting what command thir mighty Chief 
Had to impofe : He through the armed Files 
Darts his expcrienc't eye, and foon traverfe 
The whole Battalion views, thir order due, 
Thir vlfages and ftature as of Gods, 
Thir number laft he fumms. And now his heart 
Diftends with pride, and hardning in his ftrength 
Glories : For never fince created nyan. 
Met fuch imbodied force, as nam'd with thele 
Could merit more then that fmall infantry 
Warr'd on by Cranes : though all the Giant brood 
Of Phlegra with th' Heroic Race were joyn'd 
That fought at Thebes and IHuniy on each fide 
Mixt with auxiliar Gods ; and what refbunds 
In Fable or Romance of IJthers Son 
Begirt with Britijf} and Armoric Knights; 
And all who fmcc, Baptiz'd or Inhdcl 
Joufted in AJpramont or Montalban, 
Damafco, or Marocco, or Trebifondy 
Or whom Bijerta fent from Afric fhore 
When Charlemain with all his Peerage fell 
By Fontarabbia. Thus far thefe beyond 
Compare of mortal prowefs, yet obferv'd 
Thir dread Commander ; he above the reft 
In fliape and gefture proudly eminent 
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Stood like a Towr ; his form had yet not loft 
All her Original brightnefs, nor appcar'd 
Lefs then Arch Angel ruind, and th' excefs 
Of Glory obfcur'd : As when the Sun new ris'n 
Looks through the Horizontal mifty Air 
Shorn of his Beams, or from behind the Moon 
In dim Eclips difaftrous twilight flieds 
On half the Nations, and wim fear of change 
Perplexes Monarchs. Dark'n'd fo, yet (hon 
600 Above them all th' Arch Angel : but his face 
Deep fears of Thunder had intrencht, and care 
Sat on his faded cheek, but under Browes 
Of dauntlefs courage, and confiderate Pride 
Waiting revenge : cruel his eye, but caft 
I Signs of remorfe and paflion to behold 
! The fellows of his crime, the followers rather 

(Far other once beheld in blifs) condemn'd 
! For ever now to have their lot in pain, 
Millions of Spirits for his fault amerc't 
610 I Of Heav'n, and from Eternal Splendors flung 
For his revolt, yet faithfull how^ thev ftood, 
I Thir Glory witherd. As when Heavens Fire 
j Hath fcath'd the Forreft Oaks, or Mountain Pines, 
With fmged top their ihtely growth though bare 
Stands on the blafted Heath. He now prepar'd 
To fpeak ; whereat their doubl'd Ranks they bend 
From Wing to Wing, and half endofe him round 
With all his Peers : attention held them mute. 
Thrice he afliiyd, and thrice in fpite of icorn, 
620 Tears fuch as Angels weep, burft forth : at laft 
Words interwove with fighs found out their way. 
O Myriads of immortu Spirits, O Powers 
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Matchlefs, but with th* Almighty, and that ftrife 
Was not inglorious, though th' event was dire. 
As this plam teftifies, and this dir<» change 
Hateful to utter : but what power of mind 
Forefeetng or prefaging, from the Depth 
Of knowledge paft or prefent, could haye fear'd. 
How fuch united force of Gods» how fuch 
As flood like thefe, could ever know repulfe? 630 
For who can yet beleeve, though after lofs, 
That all thefe puiiTant Legions, whofe exile 
Hath emptied Heav*n, (hall fiule to re-afcend 
Self-rais'd, and rcpoflefs their native feat. 
For me, be witnefs all the Holl: of Heav'n, 
If counfels different, or danger (hun'd 
By me, have loft our hopes. But he who reigns 
Monarch in Heav'n, till then as one fecure 
Sat on his Throne, upheld by old repute, ' 
Confent or cuftome, and his Regal State . 640 

Put forth at full, but ftill his ftrength conceal'd, 
Which tempted our attempt, and wrought our fall. 
Henceforth his might we know, and know our own 
So as not either to provoke, or dread 
New warr, provok't ; our better part remains 
To work in dofe defign, by fraud or guile 
What force efie6tod not : that he no left 
At length from us may find, who overcomes 
By force, hath overcome but half his foe. 
Space may produce new Worlds ; whereof fo rife 650 
There went a fame in Heav'n that he ere long 
Intended to create, and therein plant 
A generation, whom his choice regard 
Should favour equal to the Sons of Heaven : 

Thither, 
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Thither, if but to prie, (hall be perhaps 
Our firft eruption, thither or elfewhere: 
For this Infernal Pit (hall never hold 
Caeleftial Spirits in Bondage, nor th* Abyfle 
Long under darknefs cover. But thcfe thoughts 

660 Full Counfel muft mature : Peace is defpaird, 

For who can think Submiflion ? Warr then, Warr 
Open or underftood muft be refolv'd. 

He fpake : and to confinn his words, out-flew 
Millions of flaming fwords, drawn from the thighs 
Of mighty Cherubim ; the fudden blaze 
Far round illumin'd hdl : highly they rag'd 
Againft the Higheft, and fierce with grafped arm's 
Claih'd on their founding (hields the din of war, 
Hurling defiance toward the vault of Heav'n. 

670 There ftood a Hill not far whofe griefly top 
Belch'd fire and rowling fmoak ; the reft entire 
Shon with a gloflie fcurff, undoubted fign 
That in his womb was hid metallic Ore, 
The work of Sulphur. Thither wing'd with fpeed 
A numerous Brigad haftcn'd. As when bands 
Of Pioners with Spade and Pickaxe arm'd 
Forerun the Royal Camp, to trench a Field, 
Or caft a Rampart. Mammon led them on. 
Mammon^ the leaft erected Spirit that fell 

680 From heav'n, for ev'n in heav'n his looks & thoughts 
Were always downward bent, admiring more 
The riches of Heav'ns pavement, trod'n Gold, 
Then aught divine or holy elfe enjoy'd 
In vifion beatific : by him firft 
Men alfo, and by his fuggeftion taught, 
Ranfack'd the Center, and with impious hands 
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Rifl'd the bowels of thir mother Earth 

For Trcafurcs better hid. Soon had his crew 

Op'nd into the Hill a fpacious wound 

And dig'd out ribs of Gold. Let none admire 

That riches grow in Hell ; that foyle may befl 

Defervc the prctious bane. And here let thofe 

Who boafl in mortal things, and wondring tell 

Of Bahelt and the works of Memphian Kings, 

Learn how thir greateft Monuments of Fame, 

And Strength and Art are eafily outdone 

By Spirits reprobate, and in an hour 

What in an age they with inceflant toyle 

And hands innumerable fcarce perform. 

Nigh on the Plain in many cells prepar'd. 

That underneath had veins of liquid fire 

Sluc'd from the Lake, a fecond multitude 

With wondrous Art founded the maflie Ore, 

Severing each kinde, and fcum'd the Bullion drofs : 

A third as foon had form'd within the ground 

A various mould, and from the boyling cells 

By flrange conveyance fiU'd each hollow nook. 

As in an Organ from one blaft of wind 

To many a row of Pipes the found-board breaths. 

A non out of the earth a Fabrick huge 

Rofe like an Exhalation, with the found 

Of Dulcet Symphonies and voices fweet. 

Built like a Temple, where Pilajiers round 

Were fet, and Doric pillars overlaid 

With Golden Architrave ; nor did there want 

Cornice or Freeze, with bo^ Sculptures grav*n. 

The roof was fretted Gold. Not Babikn^ 

Nor great Akmro fuch magnificence 
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Equard in all thir glories, to inihrine 
720 Belus or Serapis thir Gods, or feat 

Thir Kings, when Mgypt with AJ^ria ftrove 
In wealth and luxurie. Th' afcending pile 
Stood fixt her (lately highth, and ftrait the dores 
Op'ning thir brazen fbulds difcover wide 
Within, her ample fpaces, o're the fmooth 
And level pavement : from the arched roof 
Pendant by futtle Magic many a row 
Of Starry Lamps and blazing Creflets fed 
With Naphtha and Afphaltus yeildcd light 
730 As from a fky. The hafty multitude 

Admiring enter'd, and the work fome praife 
And fome the Architect : his hand was known 
In Heav'n by many a Towred ftru(flure high, 
Where Scepter'd Angels held thir rclidence. 
And fat as Princes, whom the fupreme King 
Exalted to fuch power, and gave to rule, 
Each in his Herarchie, the Orders bright. 
Nor was his name unheard or unador'd 
In ancient Greece ; and in Aujhman land 
740 Men call'd him Muiciher; and how he fell 

From Heav'n, they fabl'd, thrown by angry Jove 
Sheer o're the Chryftal Battlements : from Mom 
To Noon he fell, from Noon to dewy Eve, 
A Summers day ; and with the fctting Sun 
Dropt from the Zenith like a falling Star, 
On Lemnos th* Mgc^an He : thus they relate. 
Erring ; for he with this rebellious rout 
Fell long before ; nor aught avail'd him now 
To have built in Heav'n high Towrs ; nor did he 
750 By all his Engins, but was headlong fent (fcape 
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With his induftrious crew to build in hell. 
Mean while the winged Haralds by command 
Of Sovran power, with awful Ceremony 
And Trumpets found throughout the Hoft pro- 
A folemn Councel forthwith to be held (claim 
At Pandtmonium, the high Capital 
Of Satan and his Peers : thir tummons call'd 
From every and Band fquared Regiment 
By place or choice the worthieft ; they anon 
With hundreds and with thoufands trooping came 
Attended : all accefi was throng'd, the Gates 
And Porches wide, but chief the fpacious Hall 
(Though like a covcr*d field, where Champions 
Wont ride in arm*d, and at the Soldans chair (bold 
Defi'd the beft of Panim chivalry 
To mortal combat or carreer with Lance) 
Thick fwarm'd, both on the ground and in the air, 
Bruflit with the hifs of rusfling wings. As Bees 
In fpring time, when the Sun with Taurus rides, 
Poure forth thir populous youth about the Hive 
In clufters ; they among frefh dews and flowers 
Flie to and fro, or on the fmoothed Plank, 
The fuburb of thir Straw-built Cittadel, 
New rub'd with Baume, expatiate and confer 
Thir State affairs. So thick the aerie crowd 
Swarm'd and were ftraitn'd ; till the Sienal giv'n. 
Behold a wonder I they bat now who feemd 
In bigneis to furpafi Earths Giant Sons 
Now left then fmalleil Dwarfs, in narrow room 
Throng nomberlefi, like that Pigmean Race 
Beyond the Indian Mount, or Faerie Elves^ 
Whofe midnight Revels, by a Forreft fide 
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Or Fountain fomc belated Pcaiant fees, 

Or dreams he fees, while over head the Moon 

Sits Arbitrcfs, and ncerer to the Earth 

Wheels her pale courfe, they on thir mirth 6c dance 

Intent, with jocond Muiic charm his ear ; 

At once with joy and fear his heart rebounds. 

Thus incorporeal Spirits to fmalieft forms 

Reduc'd thir fliapes immenfe, and were at large. 

Though without number (till amidft the Hall 

Of that infernal Court. But lar within 

And in thir own dimeniions like themfelves 

The great Seraphic Lords and Cherubim 

In clofe recefs and fecret conclave fat 

A thoufand Demy-Gods on golden feat's, 

Frequent and full. After fhort filence then 

And fummons read, the great confult began* 

The End of the Firft Book. 
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ygg'd Igh on a Throne of Royal State, which far 

1 ^H'I ^"^^^'^ wealth of Ormus and of Indy 

(C^^U Or where the gorgeous EaH: with riched 

Showrs on her Kings Barbaric Pearl 6c Gold, (hand 

Satan exalted fat, by merit rais'd 

To that had eminence ; and from defpair 

Thus high uplifted beyond hope, afpires 

Beyond thus high, infatiate to purfuc 

Vain Warr with Heav'n, and by fuccels untaught 

His proud imaginations thus difplaid. 

Powers and Dominions, Deities of Heav'n, 
For fmce no deep within her gulf can hold 
Immortal viTOr, though oppreft and faU'n, 
I give not Heav'n for loft. From this defcent 
Celeftial vertues rifing, will appear 
More glorious and more dread then from no fall, 
And truft themfelves to fear no fecond Ate : 
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Mee though juft right, and the fixt Laws of Heav'n 
Did firft create your Leader, next, free choice, 
20 With what hcfides, in Counfel or in Fight, 
Hath hin achicvd of merit, yet this lofs 
Thus farr at leaft recovcr'd, hath much more 
Eftablifht in a fafe unenvied Throne 
Yeilded with full confent. The happier ftate 
In Heav*n, which follows dignity, might draw 
Envy from each inferior ; but who here 
Will envy whom the higheft place expofes 
Formoft to ftand againft the Thunderers aime 
Your bulwark, and condemns to greateft (hare 
30 Of endlefs pain ? where there is then no good 
For which to ftrive, no ilrife can grow up there 
From Fa^on ; for none fure will claim in hell 
Precedence^ none, whofe portion is fo fmall 
Of prefent pain, that with ambitious mind 
Will covet more. With this advantage then 
To union, and firm Faith, and firm accord. 
More then can be in Heav'n, we now return 
To claim our juft inheritance of old. 
Surer to profper then profperity 
40 Could have aft'ur'd us; and by what beft way. 
Whether of open Warr or covert guile. 
We now debate ; who can advife, may fpeak. 

He ceas'd, and next him Moloc, Scepter'd King 
Stood up, the ftrongeft and the fierceft Spirit 
That fought in Heav'n ; now fiercer by defpair : 
His trufl was with th' Eternal to be deem'd 
Equal in fbength, and rather then be lefs 
Car'd not to be at all ; with that care lofl 
Went all his fear : of God, or Hell, or worfe 

He 
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He rcckd not, and thefe words thereafter fpake. 50 

My fentence is for open Warr : Of Wiles, 
More unexpert, I boafl not : them let thofe 
Contrive who need, or when they need, not now. 
For while they fit contriving, (hall the reft, 
Millions that ftand in Anns, and longing wait 
The Signal to aicend» fit lingring here 
Heavens fugitives, and for thir dwelling place 
Accept this dark opprobrious Den of fliame» 
The Prifon of hb Tyranny who Reigns 
By our delay ? no, let us rather choofe 60 
Arm*d with Hell flames and fury all at once 
0*re Heav'ns high Towrs to force refiftlefi way, 
Turning our Tortures into horrid Arms 
Againft the Torturer ; when to meet the noife 
Of his Almighty Engin he fhall hear 
Infernal Thunder, and for Lightning fee 
Black fire and horror fliot with equal rage 
Among his Angels ; and his Throne it felf 
Mixt with Tartarean Sulphur, and ftrange hrc. 
His own invented Torments. But perhaps 70 
The way feems difficult and ftecp to fcale 
With upright wing againft a higher foe. 
Let fuch bethink them, if the fleepy drench 
Of that forgetful Lake benumme not ftill. 
That in our proper motion we aicend 
Up to our nathre feat : defcent and &11 
To us is adverfe. Who but felt of late 
When the fierce Foe hung on oitr brok'n Rear 
Infulting, and purfu'd us through the Deep, 
With what compulfion and laborious flight 80 
We funk thus low ? Th' afcent is eafie then ; 

Th' 
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Th' event is fear'd ; ihould we again provoke 

Our ftronger, fome worfe way his wrath may find 
To our deftrudtion : if there be in Hell 
Fear to be worfe deftrov'd : what can be worfe 
Then to dwell here, driv'n out from blifs, con- 
In this abhorred deep to utter woe ; (demn'd 
Where pain of unextinguifhable lire 
Muft exercife us without hope of end 

90 The Vaflals of his anger, when the Scourge 
Inexorably, and the torturing houre 
Calls us to Penance ? More deftroy'd then thus 
We (hould be quite abolifht and expire. 
What fear we tnen } what doubt we to incenfe 
His tttmoft ire ? which to the highth enraged. 
Will either quite confume us, and reduce 
To nothing this eifcntial, happier farr 
Then miferable to have eternal being : 
Or if our fubftance be indeed Divine* 

ioo And cannot ceafe to be, we are at worft 

On this fide nothing ; and by proof we feel 
Our power fufficient to didurb his Heav'n, 
And with perpetual inrodes to Allarme, 
Though inaccertiblc, his fatal Throne : 
Which if not Vidory is yet Revenge. 

He ended frowning, and his look dcnounc'd 
Dcfperate revenge, and Battel dangerous 
To lefs then Gods. On th' other lide up rofe 
Belial^ in adl more graceful and humane; 

1 10 A fairer pcrfon loft not Heav'n ; he fecmd 
For dignity compos'd and high exploit : 
But all was falfe and hollow ; though his Tongue 
Dropt Manna* and could make the worfe appear 
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The better reafon, to perplex and dafti 
Matured Counfels : for his thoughts were low ; 
To vice induftrious, but to Nobler deeds 
TimofDus and flothiful : yet be pleas'd the eare« 
And with perfwafive accent thus began. 

I ihottld be much for open Warr, O Peersy 
As not behind in hate ; if what was urg'd 1 20 

Main reafon to perfwade immediate Warr» 
Did not diffwade me moft» and feem to caft 
Ominous conje<fture on the whole fuccefs : 

hen he who moft excels in faft of Arms, 
In what he counfels and in what excels 
Midruflful, grounds his courage on defpair 
And utter difTolution, as the fcope 
Of all his aim, after feme dire revenge. 
Firft, what Revenge? the Towrs of Heav'n are liU'd 
With Armed watch, that render all accefs 130 
Impregnable ; oft on the bordering Deep 
Encamp thir Legions, or with obfcurc wing 
Scout farr and wide into the Rcahn of night, 
Scorning furprize. Or could we break our way 
By force, and at our heels all Hell (hould rife 
With blackeft Infurredion, to confound 
Heav'ns pureft Light, yet our great Enemie 
All incorruptible would on his Throne 
Sit unpolluted, and th' Ethereal mould 
Incapable of ftain would foon expel 140 
Her mifchief, and purge off the bafer fire 
Victorious. Thus repuTs'd, our final hope 
Is flat defpair : we muft exafperate 
Th' Almighty Vidlor to fpend all his rage. 
And that muft end us, that muft be our cure. 

To 
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To be no more ; fad cure ; for who would loofe. 

Though full of pain, th'S intelledtual being, 
Thofe thoughts that wander through Eternityy 
To perifh rather, fwallovvd up and loft 
150 In the wide womb of uncreated night, 

Devoid of fcnfc and motion ? and who knows. 
Let this be good, whether our angry Foe 
Can give it, or will ever? how he can 
Is doubtful ; that he never will is fure. 
Will he, fo wife, let loofe at once his ire. 
Belike through impotence, or unaware, 
To give his Enemies thir wiih, and end 
Them in his anger, whom his anger faves 
To puni(h endlos ? wherefore ceue we then ? 
160 Say they who coanfel Warr, we are decreed, 
Referv'd and deftin'd to Eternal woe ; 
Whatever doing, what can we fuffer more, 
What can we (ufFer worfe ? is this then word. 
Thus fitting, thus confulting, thus in Arms ? 
What when we fled amain, purfu'd and ftrook 
With Heav*ns afflidting Thunder, and befought 
The Deep to (hcltcr us ? this Hell then feem'd 
A refuge from thofe wounds : or when we lay 
Chain'd on the burning Lake ? that fure was worfe. 
170 I What if the breath that kindl'd thofe grim fires 
Awak'd fhould blow them into fevenfold rage 
And plunge us in the Flames? or from above 
Should intermitted vengeance Arme again 
His red right hand to plague us ? what if all 
Her ftorcs were op'n'd, and this Firmament 
Of Hell fhould fpout her Catarads of Fire, 
Impendent horrors, threatning hideous fall 

One 
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One day upon our heads ; while we perhaps 
Defigning or exhorting glorious VVarr, 
Caught in a fierie Tempeil (hall be hurl'd 
Each on his rock transfixt, the (port and prey 
Of racking whirlwinds, or Ibr ever (link 
Under yon boyling Ocean, wrapt in Chains ; 
There to converfe with everlafting groans, 
Unrefpited, unpitied, unrepreevd. 
Ages of hopeleis end ; this would be worfe. 
Warr therefore, open or conceai'd, alike 
My voice diflwades ; for what can force or guile 
With him, or who deceive his mind, whofe eye 
Views all things at one view ? he from heav'ns highth 
All thefe our motions vain, fees and derides; 
Not more Almighty to refift our might 
Then wife to fruftrate all our plots and wiles. 
Shall we then live thus vile, the race of Heav'n 
Thus trampl'd, thus expell'd to fuffer here 
Chains & thefe Torments ? better thefe then worfe 
By my advice ; fince fate inevitable 
Subdues us, and Omnipotent Decree, 
The Vidors will. To fuffer, as to doe. 
Our ftrength is equal, nor the Law unjuft 
That ib ordains : this was at firft refolv'd. 
If we were wife, againft fo great a foe 
Contending, and fo doubtful what might fall. 
I laugh, when thofe who at the Spear are bold 
And vent'rous, if that feil them, ihrink and fear 
What yet they know mufl follow, to endure 
Exile, or ignominy, or bonds, or pain. 
The fentence of tnir Conquerour : This is now 
Our doom ; which if we can fuftain and bear, 
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Our Supream Foe in time may much remit 

His anger, and perhaps thus farr remov'd 

Not mind us not offending, fatisfi'd 

With what is punifh't ; whence thefe raging fires 

Will flack'n, if his breath ftir not tfair flames. 

Our purer eflence then will overcome 

Thir noxious vapour, or enur'd not feel. 

Or chang'd at length, and to the place confbrmd 

In temper and in nature, will receive 

Familiar the fierce heat, and void of pain ; 

This horror will grow milde, this darknefs light, 

Beiides what hope the never-ending flight 

Of future days may bring, what chance, what change 

Worth waiting, fince our prefent lot appeers 

For happy though but ill, for ill not worft. 

If we procure not to our felves more woe. 

Thus Belial with words cloath'd in reafons garb 
Counfel'd ignoble eale, and peaceful floath, 
Not peace : and after him thus Mammon fpake. 

Either to difinthrone the King of Heav'n 
We warr, if warr be beft, or to regain 
Our own right loft : him to unthrone we then 
May hope, when cvcrlafting Fate ftiall yeild 
To fickle Chance, and Chaos judge the ftrifis: 
The fi>rmer vain to hope argues as vain 
The latter : for what place can be for us 
Within Heav'ns bound, unlels Heav'ns Lord fu- 
We overpower } Suppofe he (hould relent (pream 
And publifh Grace to all, on promife made 
Of new Subjcdion ; with what eyes could we 
Stand in his prefence humble, and receive 
Stridt Laws impos'd, to celebrate his Throne 

With 
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With warbl'd Hymns, and to his Godhead fing 

Forc't Halleluiah's; while he Lordly fits 

Our envied Sovran^ and his Altar breathes 

Ambrolial Odours and Ambrofial Flowers, 

Our fervile offerings. This muft be our task 

In Hcav'n, this our delight ; how wearifom 

Eternity fo fpent in worfhip paid 

To whom we hate. Let us not then purfue 

By force impolTible, by leave obtain'd 

Unacceptable, though in Heav'n, our ftate 

Of fplendid valfalage, but rather feek 

Our own good from our felves, and from our own 

Live to our felves, though in this vad recefs. 

Free, and to none accountable, preferring 

Hard liberty before the eafie yoke 

Of fervile Pomp. Our greatnefi will appear 

Then moil conlpicuous» when great things of fmall, 

Ufefbl of hurtfm, profperous of adverfe 

We can create, and in what place fo e*re 

Thrive under evil, and work eafe out of pain 

Through labour and endurance. This deep world 

Of darknefs do we dread t How oft amidft 

Thick clouds and dark doth Heav'ns all-ruling Sire 

Choofe to refide, his Glory unobfcur'd, 

And with the Majefty of darknefs round 

Covers his Throne ; from whence deep thunders roar 

Muft'ring thir rage, and Hcav'n refembles Hell ? 

As he our Darknefs, cannot wc his Light 

Imitate when we pleafe ? This Defart foile 

Wants not her hidden luftrc, Gemms and Gold ; 

Nor want we skill or art, from whence to raife 

Magnificence ; and what can Heav'n (hew more ? 
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Our torments alfo may in length of time 

Become our Elements, thefe piercing Fires 
As foft as now fevcre, our temper chang'd 
Into their temper ; which muft needs remove 
The fcnfiblc of pain. All things invite 
To peaceful Counfels, and the iettl'd State 
280 Of order, how^ in fafety heft we may 
j Compofe our prefent evils, with regard 
I Of what we are and where, difmilfmg quite 
All thoughts of VVarr : ye have what I advife. 

He fcarce had ftni(ht» when fuch murmur filld 
Th' AiTembly, as when hollow Rocks retain 
The found of bluftring winds, which all night long 
Had rous'd the Sea» now with hoarfe cadence lull 
Sea-ftring men orewatcht, whofe Bark by chance 
Or Pinnace anchors in a craggy Bay 
290 After the Temped : Such applaufe was heard 
As Mammon ended, and his Sentence pleas'd, 
Advifing peace : for fuch another Field 
They dreaded worfe then Hell : fo much the fear 
Of Thunder and the Sword of Michael 
Wrought ftill within them ; and no lefs defire 
To found this nether Empire, which might rife 
By pollicy, and long proccfs of time. 
In emulation oppofite to Heav'n. 
Which when Beelzebub percciv'd, then whom, 
300 Satan except, none higher fat, with grave 
Afpedl he rofc, and in his rifing fccni d 
A Pillar of State ; deep on his Front engraven 
Deliberation fat and publick care ; 
And Princely couniel in his face yet (hon, 
Majeftick though in ruin : fagc he ftood 

With 
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With Atlantean (houlden fit to bear 

The weight of mightieft Monarchies ; his look 

Drew audience and attention ftiU as Night 

Or Summers Noon-tide air, while thus he fi>ake. 

Thrones and imperial Powers* oflT-fpring of heav'n. 
Ethereal Vertues ; or thefe Titles now 
Muft we renounce, and changing iUle becall'd 
Princes of Hell ? for fo the popular vote 
Inclines, here to continue, and build up here 
A growing Empire ; doubtlefs ; while we dream, 
And know not that the King of Heav'n hath doom'd 
This place our dungeon, not our fafe retreat 
Beyond his Potent arm, to live exempt 
From Heav'ns high jurisdidlion, in new League 
Banded againft his Throne, but to remaine 
In ftridtell: bondage, though thus far remov'd, 
lender th' inevitable curb, referv'd 
His captive multitude : For he, be fure, 
In highth or depth, ftiU firft and laft will Reign 
Sole King, and of his Kingdom looie no part 
By our revolt, but over Hell extend 
His Empire, and with Iron Scepter rule 
Us here, as with his Golden thofe in Heav'n. 
What (it we then projeding Peace and Warr ? 
Warr hath determin'd us, and foild with loft 
Irreparable ; tearms of peace yet none 
Voutfart or fought ; for what peace will be giv'n 
To us enflav'd, but cuftody fevere. 
And ftripcs, and arbitrary punifhment 
Inflidled ? and what peace can we return, 
But to our power hollility and hate, 
Untam'd reludtance, and revenge though (low. 

Yet 
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Yet ever plotting how the Conquerour leafl 

May reap his conqueft, and may leaft rejoyce 

In doing what we moft in futfering feel ? 

Nor will occalion w^ant, nor fliall we need 

With dangerous expedition to invade 

Heav'n, whofe high walls fear no aiTault or Siege, 

Or ambuih from the Deep. What if we find 

Some eafier entcrprize \ There is a place 

(If andent and prophetic fame in Heav'n 

Err not) another W6rld» the happy feat 

Of fom new Race call'd Man, aboat this time 

To be created like to u8» though lefs 

In power and excellence, but ravour'd more 

Of him who rules above ; fo was hb will 

Pronounc'd among the Gods, and by an Oath, 

That (hook Heav'ns whol circumference, confirm'd. 

Thither let us bend all our thoughts, to learn 

What creatures there inhabit, of what mould. 

Or fubftance, how endu'd, and what thir Power, 

And where thir weaknefs, how attempted heft, 

By force or futtlety : Though Heav'n be ftiut. 

And Heav'ns high Arbitrator fit fecure 

In his own ftrength, this place may lye expos'd 

The utmoft border of his Kingdom, left 

To their defence who hold it : here perhaps 

Som advantagions z6l may be achiev'd 

By fudden oniet, either with Hell fire 

To wafte his whole Creation, or poflefs 

All as our own» and drive as we were driven. 

The punie habitants, or if not drive. 

Seduce them to our Party, that thir God 

May prove thir foe, and with repenting hand 
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Aboliih lus own works. This would furpafs 
Common revenge, and interrupt his joy 
In our Confufion, and our Joy upraue 
In his difturbance ; when his darling Sons 
Hurl'd headlong to partake with us, (hall curfe 
Thir frail Origmals, and faded blifs. 
Faded fo foon. Advife if this be worth 
Attempting, or to fit in darknefs here 
Hatching vain Empires. Thus Beelzebub 
Pleaded his devililh Counfel, iirfl devis d 
By Satan, and in part propos'd : for whence, 
But from the Author of all ill could Spring 
So deep a malice, to confound the race 
Of mankind in one root, and Earth with Hell 
To rningle and involve, done all to fpite 
The great Creatour? But thir fpite ftill ferves 
His glory to augment. The bold defign 
Pleas'd highly thofe infernal States, and joy 
Sparkl'd in all thir eyes ; with full affent 
They vote : whereat his fpeech he thus renews. 

Well have ye judg'd, well ended long debate. 
Synod of Gods* and like to what ye are. 
Great things refolv^d ; which from the lowefl deep 
Will once more lift us up^ in fpight of Fate, 
Neerer our ancient Seat ; perhaps in view 
Of thofe bright confines, whence with neighbouring 
And opportune excurfion we may chance (Arms 
Re-enter Heav'n ; or elfe in fome milde 2^ne 
Dwell not unvifited of Heav*ns fair Light 
Secure, and at the brightning Orient beam 
Purge off this gloom ; the foft delicious Air, 
To heal the fcarr of thefe corrofive Fires 
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Shall breath her balme. But firft whom (hall we fend 
In fearch of this new world, whom fhall we find 
Sufficient ? who fhall tempt with wandring feet 
The dark unbottom'd infinite Abyfs 
And through the palpable obfcure find out 
His uncouth way, or fpread his aerie flight 
Upborn with indefatigable wings 
Over the vaft abrupt, ere he arrive 
410 The happy lie ; wnat ftrength, what art can then 
Suffice* or what evafion bear him faie 
Through the ftrid Senteries and Stations thick 
Of Angels watching round ? Here he had need 
All circumfpedtion, and we now no left 
Choice in our fuffrage ; for on whom we fend, 
The weight of all and our laft hope relies. 

This mid, he fat ; and expectation held 
His look fufpence, awaiting who appeer'd 
To fecond, or oppofe, or undertake 
420 The perilous attempt : but all fat mute, 

Pondering the danger with deep thoughts ; 6c each 
In others count'nance red his own difmay 
Aftoniflit : none among the choice and prime 
Of thofe Heav'n-warring Champions could be 
So hardie as to proffer or accept (found 
Alone the dreadful voyage ; till at laft 
Satan, whom now tranfcendent elory rais'd 
Above his fellows, with Monarchal pride 
Confcious of higheft worth, unmov'd thus fpake. 
430 O Progeny of Heav'n, Empyreal Thrones, 
With reafon hath deep filence and demurr 
Seis*d us, though undifmaid : long is the way 
And hardy that out of Hell leads up to Light ; 

Our 
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Our prifon ftrong, this huge convex of Fire, 

Outrageous to devour, immures us round 

Ninefold, and gates of burning Adamant 

Barr'd over us prohibit all egrefs. 

Thefe paft, if any pafs, the void profound 

Of uneffential Night receives him next 

Wide gaping, and with utter lofs of being 

Threatens him, plung'd in that abortive gulf. 

If thence he fcape into what ever world, 

Or unknown Region, what remains him lefs 

Then unknown dangers and as hard efcape. 

Bat I fliould Dl become this Throne, O Peers, 

And this Imperial Sov'ranty, adorn'd 

With fplendor^ arm'd with power, if aught pro- 

And judg'd of public moment, in the (hape (poe'd 

Of difficulty or danger could deterre 

Me from attempting. Wherefore do I afltime 

Thefe Royalties, and not refufe to Reign, 

Refufing to accept as great a (hare 

Of hazard as of honour, due alike 

To him who Reigns, and fo much to him due • 

Of hazard more , as he above the reft 

High honourd (its ? Go therfore mighty powers, 

Terror of Heav'n, though fall'n ; intend at home, 

While here (hall be our home, what beft may eafe 

The prefent mifery, and render Hell 

More toUcrable ; if there be cure or charm 

To refpite or deceive, or flack the pain 

Of this ill Manfion : intermit no watch 

Againft a wakeful Foe, while I abroad 

Through all the coafts of dark deftrudion feek 

Deliverance for us all : this enterprize 
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None ihall partake with me. Thus faying rofe 

The Monarch, and prevented all reply. 

Prudent, leaft from nis refolution rais'd 

Others among the chief might offer now 

(Certain to be refus'd) what erft they feard ; 

And fo refus'd might in opinion (land 

His rivals, winning cheap the high repute 

Which he through hazard huge muft earn. But they 

Dreaded not more th' adventure then his voice 

Forbidding; and at once with him they rofe; 

Thir rifing all at once was as the found 

Of Thunder heard remote. Towards him they bend 

With awful reverence prone ; and as a God 

Extoll him equal to the higheft in Heav'n : 

Nor fail'd they to cxprcfs how much they prais'd. 

That for the general fafcty he dcfpis'd 

His own : for neither do the Spirits damn'd 

Loofe all thir vertue ; lead bad men (hould boaH: 

Thir fpedous deeds on earth, which glory excites. 

Or clofe ambition varniflit o're with zeal. 

Thus they thir doubtful confultations dark 

Ended rejoycing in thir matchleis Chief : 

As when from mountain tops the dusky clouds 

Afcending, while the North wind deeps, o'refpread 

Heav'ns chearful face, the lowring Element 

Scowls ore the dark'nd lantskip Snow, or (howre ; 

If chance the radiant Sun with farewell fweet 

Extend his ev'ning beam, the fields revive, 

The birds thir notes renew, and bleating herds 

Atteft thir joy, that hill and valley rings. 

O Hiame to men ! Devil with Devil damn'd 

Firm concord holds, men onely difagree 

Of 
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Of Creatures rational, though under hope 

Of heavenly Grace : and God proclaiming peace. 

Yet live in hatred, enmitie, and ftrife 

Among thc:nfelves, and levie cruel warres. 

Wafting the Earth, each other to dcftroy : 

As if (which might induce us to accord) 

Man had not hellilh foes anow belides. 

That day and night for his deftrudtion waite. 

The Stygian Councel thus diflblv'd ; and forth 
In order came the grand infernal Peers, 
Midft came thir mighty Paramount, and feemd 
Alone th' Antagonift of Heav*n, nor lefs 
Then Hells dread Emperour with pomp Supream, 
And God*like imitated State ; him round 
A Globe of fierie Seraphim inclos'd 
With bright imblazonrie, and horrent Arms. 
Then of thir Seffion ended they bid cry 
With Trumpets regal found the great refult : 
Toward the four winds four fpeedy Cherubim 
Put to thir mouths the founding Alchymic 
By Haralds voice explain'd : the hollow Abyfs 
Heard farr and wide, and all the hoft of Hell 
With deafning fliout, return'd them loud acclaim. 
Thence more at cafe thir minds and fomwhat rais'd 
By falfe prcfumptuous hope, the ranged powers 
Disband, and wandring, each his feveral way 
Purfues, as inclination or fad choice 
Leads him perplext, where he may likclicft hnd 
Truce to his reftlcfs thoughts, and entertain 
The irkfome hours, till his great Chief return. 
Part on the Plain, or in the Air fublime 
Upon the wing, or in fwift race contend, 
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530 As at th' Olympian Games or Pythian fields ; 
Part curb thir ficrie Steeds, or ihun the Goal 
I With rapid wheels, or fronted Brigads form. 
: As when to warn proud Cities warr appears 
' VVag'd in the troubl d Skie, and Armies ruih 
. To Battel in the Clouds, before each Van 
' Prie ibrdi the Aerie Knights, and couch thir (pears 
' Till thidLcft Legions clote ; with feats of Arms 
From either end of Heav*!! the welkin bums. 
I Others with vaft Typhoon rage more fell 
540 ^ Rend up both Rocks and HUls, and ride the Air 
In whirlwind ; Hell fcarce holds the wilde uproar. 
• As when Aicides from Oealia Crown'd 
With conqucft. felt th' envenom'd robe, and tore 
Through pain up by the roots TheJfaUan. Pines, 
And htc/his from the top of Oeta threw 
Into th' Eubcic Sea. Others more milde. 
Retreated in a filent valley, fing 
With notes Angelical to many a Harp 
Thir own Heroic deeds and haplefs fall 
550 By doom of Battel ; and complain that Fate 

Free Venue ihould enthrall to Force or Chance. 
Thir fong was partial, but the harmony 
(What could it lefs when Spirits immortal fing ?) 
Suipended Hdl, and took with rairiibment 
The thronging audience. In difeourfe more fweet 
(For Eloquence the Soul» Song charms the Senfe,) 
Others apart fat on a Hill retir*d» 
In thoughts more elevate, and realbn'd high 
Of Providence, Foreknowledge, Will, and Fate, 
560 Fixt Fate, free will, foreknowledge abfolute. 
And found no end, in wandrine mazes loft. 
' Of 



Diyilizua by GoOglc 




Of good and evil much they argu'd then. 

Of happinefs and final mifery, 

Paflion and Apathie, and glory and fhame. 

Vain vvifdonn all, and falfe Philofophie : 

Yet with a pleafing ibrcerie could charm 

Pain for a while or anguifh, and excite 

Fallacious hope, or arm th' obdured breA 

With ihibborn patience as with triple fteel. 

Another part in Squadrons and grois Bands, 

On bold adventure to difcover wide 

That difinal world* if any Clime perhaps 

Might yeild them eafier habitation, bend 

Four ways thir flying March, along the Banks 

Of four infernal Rivers that difgorgc 

Into the burning Lake thir baleful fbeams ; 

Abhorred Styx the flood of deadly hate^ 

Sad Acheron of forrow, black and deep ; 

CocytuSy nam'd of lamentation loud 

Heard on the ruful ftream ; fierce Phlegeton 

Whofe waves of torrent fire inflame with rage. 

Farr off from thcfe a flow and filcnt flream, 

Lethe the River of Oblivion roulcs 

Her watrie Labyrinth, whereof who drinks. 

Forthwith his former ftate and being forgets, 

Forgets both joy and grief, pleafure and pain. 

Beyond this flood a frozen Continent 

Lies dark and wilde, beat with perpetual ftornis 

Of Whirlwind and dire Hail, which on firm land 

Thaws not, but gathers heap, and ruin feems 

Of ancient pile ; all elfe deep fnow and ice, 

A gulf profound as that Sertonian Bog 

Betwixt Damiata and mount Ct^us old. 

Where 
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Where Armies whole have funk : the parching; Air 

Burns frore, and cold performs th' effedt of Fire. 

Thither by harpy-footed Furies hail'd. 

At certain revolutions all the damn'd 

Are brought : and feel by turns the bitter change 

Of fierce extreams, extreams by change more fierce, 

600 From Beds of raging Fire to ftarvc in Ice 

Thir foft Ethereal warmth, and there to pine 
Immovable, infixt, and frozen round. 
Periods of time, thence hurried back to fire. 
They ferry over thb Lethean Sound 
Both to and fro, thir forrow to augment. 
And wi{h and ftruggle, as they pals, to reach 
The tempting dream, with one fmall drop to loofe 
In fweet forgetfiilneis all pain and woe , 
All in one moment, and io neer the brink ; 

610 But fate withflands, and to oppofe th' attempt 
Medufa with Gorgonian terror guards 
The Ford, and of it felf the water flies 
All taftc of living wight, as once it fled 
The lip of Tantalus. Thus roving on 
In confus'd march forlorn, th* advcntrous Bands 
With (huddring horror pale, and eyes agaft 
View'd firft thir lamentable lot, and found 
No reft : through many a dark and drearie Vaile 
They pafs'd, and many a Region dolorous, 

620 O're many a Frozen, many a Fierie Alpe, 

Rocksy Caves, Lakes, Fens, Bogs, Dens, and fliades of 
A Univerfe of death, which God by curfe (death. 
Created evil, for evQ only good. 
Where all life dies, death lives, and nature breeds, 
Perverfe, all monftrous, all prodigious things, 

Abomi- 



Digitized by Google 



Paradife lofi. Book 2. 

Abominable, inutterable, and worfe 

Then Fables yet have feign'd, or fear conceiv'd» 

Gorgons and Hydrds^ and Chimerics dirq. 

Mean while the Adverfary of God and Man, 
Baton with thoughts inflam'd of higheft defign, 630 
Puts on fwift wings, and toward the Gates of Hell 
Explores his folitary flight ; fom times 
He fcours the right hand coad, fom times the left, 
Now {haves with level wing the Deep, then foares 
Up to the fiery concave touring high. 
As when farr off at Sea a Fleet defcri'd 
Hangs in the Clouds, by /EqutnoBial Winds 
Clofe failing from Bengala, or the lies 
Of Ternate and Tidorc, whence Merchants bring 
Thir fpicie Drugs : they on the trading Flood 640 
Through the wide Ethiopia}! to the Cape 
Ply ftemming nightly toward the Pole, So feem'd 
Farr off the flying Fiend : at laft appcer 
Hell bounds high reaching to the horrid Roof, 
And thrice threefold the Gates ; three folds were 
Three Iron, three of Adamantine Rock, (Brafs, 
Impenitrable, impal'd with circling fire. 
Yet unconfum'd. Before the Gates there fat 
On either fide a formidable fliape ; 
The one feem'd Woman to the wafte, and fiiir, 650 
But ended foul in many a fcaly fbuld 
Voluminous and vail, a Serpent arm'd 
With mortal fting : about her middle round 
A cry of Hell Hounds never ceafing bark'd 
With wide Cerberean mouths full loud, and rung 
A hideous Peal : yet, when they lift, would creep, 
If aught difturb'd thir noyfe, into her woomb. 

And 
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And kennel there, yet there ftill hark'd and howl'd 
Within unfeen. Farr lefs abhorrd then thefe 
660 Vex'd Scylla bathing in the Sea that parts 
Calabria from the hoarce Trinacrian (hore : 
Nor uglier follow the Night-Hag, when call'd 
In fecret, riding through the Air (he comes 
Lur'd with the fmell of infant blood, to dance 
With Lapland Witches, while the labouring Moon 
Eclipfes at thir charms. The other fliape, 
If mape it might be call'd that ihape had none 
Diftinguifliabfe in member, joynt, or limb. 
Or fubftance might be call'd that (hadow feem'd, 
670 For each feem'd either; black it ftood as Night, 
Fierce as ten Furies, terrible as Hell, 
And niook a dreadful Dart ; what feem'd his head 
The likeneis of a Kingly Crown had on. 
Satan was now at hand, and from his feat 
The Monger moving onward came as faft, 
With horrid ftrides, Hell trembled as he ftrode. 
Th' undaunted Fiend what this might be admir'd, 
Admir'd, not fear'd ; God and his Son except. 
Created thing naught vallu'd he nor fhun'd ; 
680 And with dilHainful look thus firft began. 

Whence and what art thou, execrable (hape, 
That dar'ii, though grim and terrible, advance 
Thy mifcreated Front athwart my way 
To yonder Gates ? through them I mean to pafs, 
That be aflur'd, without leave aikt of thee : 
Retire^ or tafte thy folly, and learn by proof. 
Hell-born, not to contend with Spirits of Heav'n. 

To whom the Goblin fall of wrauth reply'd. 
Art thou that Traitor Angd, art thou hee. 

Who 



Diyilizuo by GoOgle 



Paradife loft. Book 2. 

690 



Who firft broke peace in Heav*n and Faith, till then 
Unbrok'n, and in proud rebellious Arms 
Drew after him the third part of Ileav'ns vSons 
Conjur'd againft the higheft, for which both Thou 
And they outcaft from God, are here condemn'd 
To wafte Eternal daies in woe and pain ? 
And reck'n'ft thou thy felf with Spirits of I leav'n, 
Hell-doomd, and breath'fl dehancc here and fcorn. 
Where I reign King, and to enrage thcc more, 
Thy Kin^ and Lord? Back to thy puniihment, 
Falfe fugitive, and to thy fpeed add wings, 
Leaft with a whip of Scorpions I purAie 
Thy linering, or with one (broke of this Dart 
Strange horror feiie thee» and pangs unfelt before. 

So fpake the grieflie terrour, and in fhape. 
So fpeaking and fo threatning, grew ten fold 
More dreadful and deform : on th' other fide 
Incenc*t with indignation Satan flood 
Unterrifi'd, and like a Comet burn'd. 
That fires the length of Ophiucus huge 
In th* Artick Sky, and from his horrid hair 
Shakes Peftilence and Warr. Each at the Head 
Level'd his deadly aime ; thir fatall hands 
No fecond (Iroke intend, and fuch a frown 
Each caft at th' other, as when two black Clouds 
With Heav'ns Artillery fraught, come rattling on 
Over the Cafpiariy then ftand front to front 
Hov'ring a fpace, till Winds the fignal blow 
To joyn thir dark Encounter in mid air : 
So frownd the mighty Combatants, that Hell 
Grew darker at thir frown» fo matcht they ftood ; 
For never but once more was either like 
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To meet fo great a foe • and now great deeds 
Had been achiev'd, whereof all Hell had rung. 
Had not the Snakie Sorcerefs that fat 
I Faft by Hell Gate, and kept the fatal Key, 
Ris'n, and with hideous outcry rufh'd between. 

O Father, what intends thy hand, (he cry'd, 
Againft thy only Son ? What fury O Son, 
PofTefTes thee to bend that mortal Dart 

730 Againfl thy Fathers head ? and know*ft for whom ; 
For him who fits above and laughs the while 
At thee ordain'd his drudge, to execute 
What e*re his wrath, which he calb Juftice> bids. 
His wrath which one day will deftroy ye both. 

She fpake, and at her words the hellilh Peft 
Forbore, then thefe to her Satan return'd : 

So (Irange thy outcry, and thy words fo (farange 
Thou interpofeft, that my fudden hand 
Prevented fpares to tell thee yet by deeds 

740 What it intends ; till firft I know of thee, 

What thing thou art, thus double-form'd, and why 
In this infernal Vaile firft met thou call'ft 
Me P'ather, and that Fantafm call'ft my Son? 
I know thee not, nor ever faw till now 
Sight more deteftable then him and thee. 

T' whom thus the Portrefs of Hell Gate reply *d ; 
Haft thou forgot me then, and do I feem 
Now in thine eye fo foul, once deemd fo fair 
In Heav'n, when at th' AiTembly, and in ftght 

750 Of all the Seraphim with thee combin'd 
In bold confpiracy againft Heav'ns King, 
All on a fudden miferable pain 
Surpris'd thee, dim thine eyes, and dizzie fwumm 

In 
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In darknefs, while thy head flames thick and faft 

Threw forth, till on the left fide op*ning wide, 

Likefl to thee in (hape and count'nance bright. 

Then fhining heav'nly fair, a Goddefs arm'd 

Out of thy head I fprung : amazement feis'd 

All th' Hoft of Heav'n ; back they recoild affraid 

At firft, and call'd me Siriy and for a Sign 7^° 

Portentous held me; but familiar grown, 

I pleas'd, and with attradlive graces won 

The moft averfe, thee chiefly, who full oft 

Thy felf in me thy perfe^ image viewing 

Becam'ft enamour'd, and fuch joy thou took'ft 

With me in fecret» that my womb conceiv'd 

A growing burden. Mean while Warr arofe. 

And fields were fiiught in Heav'n; wherein remaind 

(For what could elie) to our Almighty Foe 

Cleer Vidory, to our part lofi and rout 77^ 

Through all the Empyrean : down they fell 

Driven headlong iirom the Pitch of Heaven, down 

Into this Deep, and in the general fall 

I alfo ; at which time this powerful Key 

Into my hand was giv'n, with charge to keep 

Thefe Gates for ever fliut, which none can pais 

Without my op'ning. Pcnfivc here I fat 

Alone, but long I fat not, till my womb 

Pregnant by thee, and now excellive grown 

Prodigious motion felt and rueful throes. 780 

At laft this odious offspring whom thou feeft 

Thine own begotten, breaking violent way 

Tore through my entrails, that with fear and pain 

Diftorted, all my nether ftiape thus grew 

Transformed : but he my inbred enemie 
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Forth ill'u'd, brandilhing his fatal Dart 
Made to deftroy : I fled, and cry'd out Death ; 
Hell trembl'd at the hideous Name, and ligh'd 
From all her Caves, and back refounded Death. 
790 I fled, but he purfu'd (though more, it feems, 
Inflam'd with luft then rage) and fwifter far. 
Me overcook his mother all dilmaidy 
And in embraces forcible and foule 
Ingendring with me» of that rape begot 
Thefe yelling Mongers that with ceailefi cry 
Surround me, as thou fawft, hourly conceiv'd 
And hourly born, with forrow infinite 
To me, for when they lift into the womb 
I That bred them they return, and howle and gnaw 
800 j My Bowels, their repaft ; then burfting forth 
I Afrefli with confcious terrours vex me round. 
That reft or intermiflion none I find. 
Before mine eyes in oppofition fits 
Grim Death my Son and foe, who fets them on. 
And me his Parent would full foon devour 
For want of other prey, but that he knows 
His end with mine involvd ; and knows that I 
Should prove a bitter Morfcl, and his bane. 
When ever that iliall be ; fo Fate pronounc'd. 
810 But thou O Father, I forewarn thee, (hun 
His deadly arrow ; neither vainly hope 
To be invulnerable in thofe bright Arms, 
Though temper'd heav'nly, for that mortel dint. 
Save he who reigns above, none can refift. 

She finiih'd, and the futtle Fiend his lore 
Soon learnd, now milder, and thus anfwerd fmooth. 
Dear Daughter, iince thou claim'ft me for thy Sire, 

And 
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And my fair Son here fhowA me, the dear pledge 

Of dalliance had with thee in Heav'n, and joys 

Then fwcet, now fad to mention, through dire 

Befalln us unforefeen, unthought of, know (change 

I come no enemie, but to fet free 

From out this dark and difmal houfe of pain, 

Both him and thee, and all the heav'nly Hoft 

Of Spirits that in our juft prctcnfes arm'd 

Fell with us from on high : from them I go 

This uncouth errand fole, and one for all 

My felf expofe, with lonely ftcps to tread 

Th' unfounded deep» 5c through the void immenfe 

To feaich with wandring qu(% a phce foretold 

Should be> and, hy concurring iigns, ere now 

Created vaft and round, a place df blifs 

In the Pourlieues of Heav'n, and therein plac't 

A race of upftart Creatures, to fupply 

Perhaps our vacant room, though more remov'd, 

Leail Heav'n fureharg'd with potent multitude 

Might hap to move new broiles : Be this or aught 

Then this more fecrct now defign'd, I hafte 

To know, and this once known, fhall foon return, 

And bring ye to the place where Thou and Death 

Shall dwell at eafe, and up and down unfeen 

Wing filently the buxom Air, imbalm'd 

With odours ; there ye fliall be fed and fill'd 

Immeafurably, all things fhall be your prey. 

He ceas'd, for both feemd highly pleafd, and Death 

Grinnd horrible a gaftly fmile, to hear 

His famine fhould be fill'd, and bled his mawe 

Deftin'd to that good hour : no left rejoyc'd 

His mother bad, and thus befpake her Sire. 

The 
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850 ' The key of this infernal Pit by due, 

And by command of Heav'ns all-powerful King 
I keep, by him forbidden to unlock 
Thefe Adamantine Gates ; againft all force 
Death ready ftands to interpofe his dart, 
Fearlefs to be o'rematcht by living might. 
But what ow I to his commands above 
Who hates me, and hath hither thruft me down 
Into this eloom of Tartarus profound^ 
To fit in hateful Office here confin'd» 
860 Inhabitant of Heaven, and heav*nli&>born. 
Here in perpetual a^nie and pain* 
With terrors and with clamors compaist round 
Of mine own brood, that on my bowels feed : 
Thou art my Father, thou my Author, thou 
My being gav'ft me ; whom (hould I obey 
But thee, whom follow ? thou wilt bring me foon 
To that new world of light and blifs, among 
The Gods who live at eafe, where I ftiall Reign 
At thy right hand voluptuous, as befeems 
870 Thy daughter and thy darling, without end. 
Thus faying, from her fide the fatal Key, 
Sad inftrument of all our woe, Ihe took ; 
And towards the Gate rouling her beftial train. 
Forthwith the huge Porcullis high up drew. 
Which but her fclf not all the Stygian powers 
Could once have mov'd ; then in the key-hole turns 
Th' intricate wards, and every Bolt and Bar 
Of maffie Iron or follid Rock with eafe 
Unfiift'ns : on a fudden op'n flie 
880 With impetuous recoile and jarring found 
Th' infernal dores, and on tmr hinges great 
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HarHi Thunder, that the loweft bottom ibook 

Of Erebus, She op*nd, but to fhut 

Excel'd her power ; the Gates wide op'n flood. 

That with extended wings a Bannerd Hoft 

Under fpread Enfigns marching might pafs through 

With Horfe and Chariots rankt in loofe array ; 

So wide they flood, and like a Furnace mouth 

Cafl forth redounding fmoak and ruddy flame. 

Before thir eyes in fudden view appear 

The fecrets of the hoaric deep, a dark 

Illimitable Ocean without bound, (highth. 

Without dimenfion, where length, breadth, and 

And time and place are loft ; where eldeft Night 

And CboM^ AnceSton of Nature, hold 

Eternal Anarchie, aniidft the noife 

Of endlefi warrB, and by confiifion ftand. 

For hot, cold, moift, and dry, four Champions fierce 

Strive here for Maiftrie, and to Battel bring 

Thir embryon Atoms ; they around the flag 

Of each his fadtion, in thir feyeral Clanns, 

Light-arm'd or heavy, fharp, fmooth, fwift or flow. 

Swarm populous, unnumber'd as the Sands 

Of Barca or Cyrene's torrid foil. 

Levied to fide with warring Winds, and poife 

Thir lighter wings. To whom thefe moft adhere, 

Hee rules a moment ; Chaos Umpire fits. 

And by decifion more imbroiles the fray 

By which he Reigns : next him high Arbiter 

Chance governs all. Into this wilde Abyfs, 

The Womb of nature and perhaps her Grave, 

Of neither Sea, nor Shore, nor Air, nor Fire, 

But all thefe in thir pregnant caufes mixt 

Con- 
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Confus'dly, and which thus muft ever fight, 
Unlefs th'Ahnighty Maker them ordain 
His dark materials to create more Worlds, 
Into this wilde Abyfs the waric fiend 
Stood on the brink of Hell and look'd a while. 
Pondering his Voyage ; for no narrow frith 
g2o He had to crofs. Nor was his eare lefs peal'd 
With noifes loud and ruinous (to compare 
Great things with fmall) then when Bellona ftorms. 
With all her battering Engines bent to rafe 
Som Capital City, or lefs then if this frame 
Of Heav'n were falling, and thefe Elements 
In mutinie had from her Axle torn 
The iledfaft Earth. At lafl his Sail-brood Vannes 
He fpreads for flight, and in the furging fmoak 
Uplifted fpurns the ground, thence many a League 
930 As in a cloudy Chair afcending rides 

Audacious, but that feat foon Ruling, meets 
A vaft vacuitie ; all unawares 
Fluttring his pennons vain plumb down he drops 
Ten thoufand fadom deep, and to this hour 
Down had been falling, had not by ill chance 
The ftrong rebuff of fom tumultuous cloud 
Inftindl with Fire and Nitre hurried him 
As many miles aloft : that furie ftay'd, 
Qucncht in a Boggie Syrtis, neither Sea, 
940 Nor good dry Land : nigh founderd on he fares. 
Treading the crude confiftence, half on foot, 
Half flying ; behoves him now both Oare and Saile. 
As when a Gryfon through the Wildemeis 
With winged conrfe ore Hill or moarie Dale, 
Purfues the Armafpian^ who by ftelth 

Had 
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Had from his wakeful cuflody purloind 

The guarded Gold : So eagerly the fiend 

Ore bog or fteep» through flrait, rough, denfe, or rare, 

With head* hands, wings, or feet purfues his way. 

And fwims or finks, or wades, or creeps, or flyes : 950 

At length a untverfal hubbub wilde 

Of dunning founds and voices all confos'd 

Born through the hollow dark afTaults his eare 

With loudeft vehemence : thither he plyes, 

Undaunted to meet there what ever power 

Or Spirit of the nethermoft Abyfs 

Might in that noifc refide, of whom to ask 

Which way the neereft coaft of darknefs lyes 

Bordering on light ; when ftrait behold the Throne 

Of Chaosy and his dark Pavilion fpread 960 

Wide on the wafteful Deep ; with him Enthroned 

Sat Sable-vefted Night, eldeft of things, 

The confort of his Reign ; and by them flood 

Orcus and Ades^ and the dreaded name 

Of Demogorgon ; Rumor next and Chance, 

And Tumult and Confufion all imbroild, 

And Difcord with a thoufand various mouths. 

T' whom Satan turning boldly, thus. Ye Powers 
And Spirits of this nethermofl Abyfs, 
Chaos and andeni N^At, I come no Spie, 970 
With purpoie to explore or to diflurb 
The fecrets of your Realm, but by conflraint 
Wandring this darkfoine defart, as my way 
I^ies through your fpacious Empire up to light. 
Alone, and without guide, half lofl, I feek 
What readied path leads where your gloomie 
Confine with Heav*n; or if fom other place (bounds 
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From your Dominion won, th* Ethereal King 
Poflellcs lately, thither to arrive 
980 I travel this profound, direct my courfe ; 
Dirededy no mean recompence It brings 
To your behoof, if I that Region loft. 
All ufurpation thence expell'd, reduce 
To her original darknefe and your fway 
(Which is my prefent journey) and once more 
EreA the Stanaerd there of ancient Night ; 
YourB be th' advantage all, mine the revenge. 

Thus Satan ; and him thus the Anarch old 
With faultring fpeech and vifage incompos'd 
990 Anfwer'd. I know thee, ftranger, who thou art. 
That mighty leading Angel, who of late 
Made head againft Heav'ns King, though over- 
I faw and heard, for fuch a numerous hoft (thrown. 
Fled not in filence through the frighted deep 
With ruin upon ruin, rout on rout, 
Confufion worfe confounded ; and Heav'n Gates 
Pourd out by millions her victorious Bands 
Purfuing. I upon my Frontieres here 
Keep refidence ; if all I can will ferve, 
1000 That little which is left fo to defend 

Encroacht on ftill through our inteftine broiles 
Weakning the Scepter of old Night : firft Hell 
Your dungeon ftretching far and wide beneath ; 
Now lately Heaven and Earth, another World 
Hung ore my Realm, linked in a golden Chain 
To that fide Heav'n from whence your Legions fell : 
If that way be your walk, you have not farr ;* 
So much the neerer danger ; goe and fpeed ; 
Havock and fpoil and ruin are my gain. 

He 
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He ceas'd; and Satan ftaid not to reply, lOiO 
But glad that now his Sea ihould find a (hore, 
With frcfli alacritie and force renew'd 
Springs upward like a Pyramid of fire 
Into the wilde expanfe, and through the (hock 
Of fighting Elements, on all fides round 
Environ'd wins his way ; harder befet 
And more endanger'd, then when Argo pafs'd 
Through Bofporus betwixt the juftling Rocks: 
Or when Viyjfes on the Larbord Ihunnd , 
Charybdisy and by th' other whirlpool fleard. 1020 
So he with difficulty and labour hard 
Mov'd on, with difficulty and labour hee ; 
But hee once paft, foon after when man fell, 
Strange alteration 1 Sin and Death amain 
. Following his track, fuch was the will of Heav'n, 
Pav'd after him a broad and beat'n way 
Over the dark Abyis, whofe boiling Gulf 
Tamely endur'd a Bridge of wondrous length 
From Hell continu'd reaching th' utmofl Orbe 
Of this frail World; by which the Spirits perverfe 1030 
With eafie intercourfe pafs to and fro 
To tempt or punifh mortals, except whom 
God and good Angels guard by fpecial grace. 
But now at lail the facred influence 
Of light appears, and from the walls of Heav'n 
Shoots farr into the bofom of dim Night 
A glimmering dawn ; here Nature firfl begins 
Her fardeft verge, and Chaos to retire 
As from her outmoft works a brok'n foe 
With tumult lefs and with lefs hoflile din, 1040 
That Satan with lefs toil, and now with cafe 
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Wafts on the calmer wave by dubious light 

And like a weather-beaten Vefi'el holds 

Gladly the Port, though Shrouds and Tackle torn; 

Or in the emptier wal^c, refembling Air, 

Weighs his Ipread wings, at leafure to behold 

Farr off th* Empyreal Heav'n, extended wide 

In circuit, undetermind fquare or round, 

With Opal Towrs and Battlements adom'd 

Of living Saphire, once his native Seat ; 

And fail by hanging in a golden Chain 

This pendant world, in bignefs as a Starr 

Of fmalleft Magnitude dofe by the Moon. 

Thither full fraught with mifchievous revenge, 

Accurftt and in a curfed hour he hies. 

The End of the Second Book. 
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|Ail holy light, ofspring of Heav'n fifft-born. 
Or of th' Eternal Coeternal beam 
May I ezprefi thee unblam'd ? fince God is 

(light. 

And never but in unapproached light 
Dwelt from Eternitie, dwelt then in the^ 
Bright effluence of bright eflence increate. 
Or hear'ft thou rather pure Ethereal ftream, 
Whofe Fountain who (hall tell ? before the Sun, 
Before the Heavens thou wert, and at the voice 
Of God, as with a Mantle didft inveft 
The riling world of waters dark and deep. 
Won from the void and formlefs infinite. 
Thee I re-vifit now with bolder wing, 
Efcap't the Stygian Pool, though long dctain'd 
In that obfcure fojourn, while in my flight 
Through utter and through middle darknefs borne 

With 
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With other notes then to th' Orphean Lyre 
I fung of Chaos and Eternal Nig hi. 
Taught by the heav'nly Mufe to venture down 
20 The dark defcent, and up to reafcend. 

Though hard and rare : thee I revifit fafe. 
And feel thy fovran vital Lamp ; but thou 
Revifit*ft not thefe eyes, that rowle in vain 
To find thy piercing ray, and find no dawn ; 
So thick a drop ferene hath quencht thir Orbs, 
Or dim fuffufion veild. Yet not the more 
Ceafe I to wander where the Mufes haunt 
Cleer Spring, or (hadie Grove, or Sunnie Hill, 
Smit with the love of facred fong ; but chief 
Thee Ston and the flowrie Brooks beneath 
That wafh thy hallowd feet, and warbling flow. 
Nightly I vifit : nor fomtimes forget 
Thofe other two equal'd w^ith me in Fate, 
So were I equal'd with them in renown, 
BHnd Tibamyris and blind MaomJes, 
And T'irejias and Phineus Prophets old. 
Then feed on thoughts, that voluntarie move 
Harmonious numbers ; as the wakeful Bird 
Sings darkling, and in fliadieft Covert hid 
40 Tunes her nodturnal Note. Thus with the Year 
Seafons return, but not to me returns 
Day, or the fweet approach of Ev'n or Morn, 
Or fight of vernal hloom, or Summers Rofe, 
Or flocks, or herds, or human face divine ; 
But doud in ftead, and ever-during dark 
Surrounds me, from the chearfiil waies of men 
Cut off, and for the Book of knowledg fiur 
Prefented with a Univerfal blanc 
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Of Natures works to mee expung'd and ras'd, 

And wifdome at one entrance quite Ihut out. 

So much the rather thou Celeftial light 

Shine inward, and the mind through all her powers 

Irradiate, there plant eyes, all mill from thence 

Purge and difperfe, that I may fee and tell 

Of things invifible to mortal fight. 

Now had the Almighty Father from above, 
From the pure Empyrean where he fits 
High Thron'd above all highth, bent down his eye. 
His own works and their works at once to view : 
About him all the Sandities of Heaven 
Stood thick as Starrs, and from his fight receiv'd 
Beatitude pail utterance ; on his right 
The radiant image of his Glory fat. 
His onely Son ; On Earth he firft beheld 
Our two firft Parents, yet the onely two 
Of mankind, in the happie Garden plac% 
Reaping immortal fruits of joy and love. 
Uninterrupted joy, unrivald love 
In blifsful folitude ; he then furvey'd 
Hell and the Gulf between, and Satan there 
Coafting the wall of Heav'n on this fide Night 
In the dun Air fublime, and ready now 
To ftoop with wearied wings, and willing feet 
On the bare outfide of this World, that leem'd 
Firm land imbofom'd without Firmament, 
Uncertain which, in Ocean or in Air. 
Him God beholding from his profpedl high. 
Wherein paft, prefent, future he beholds, 
Thus to his onely Son foreieeing fpake. 

Onely begotten Son, feeft thou what rage 
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Tranfports our adverfarie, whom no bounds 
Prefcrib'd, no barrs of Hell, nor all the chains 
Heapt on him there, nor yet the main Abyfs 
Wide interrupt can hold ; fo bent he feems 
On defperat revenge, that (hall redound 
Upon his own rebellious head. And now 
Throogh all reftraint broke loofe he wings his way 
Not £uT oflT Heav'n^ in the PrecinQs of light, 
Diredly towards the new created World, 

90 And Man there plac*t, with purpofe to affiiy 
If him by ibrce he can deftroy, or worfe« 
By fom ralfe guile pervert ; and (hall pervert ; 
For man will heark'n to his glozing lyes, 
And eaiily tranfgrefs the fole Command, 
Sole pledge of his obedience : So will fall 
Hee and his faithlefs Progenie : whofe fault ? 
Whofe but his own ? ingrate, he had of mee 
All he could have; I made him juft and right. 
Sufficient to have ftood, though free to fall. 

100 Such I created all th' Ethereal Powers 

And Spirits, both them who flood 6c them who faild ; 
Freely they ftood who flood, and fell who fell. 
Not free, what proof could they have givn fincere 
Of true allegiance, conftant Faith or Love, 
Where onely what they needs muft do, appeard. 
Not what they would ? what praife could they re- 
What pleafure I from fuch obedience paid, (ceive ? 
When Will and Reafon (Reafon alfo is choice) 
Ufelefi and vain, of freedom both defpoild, 

1 10 Made paffive both* had fervd neceffitie. 

Not mee. They therefore as to right belongd, 
So were created, nor can juftly accufe 

Thir 
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Thir maker, or thir making, or thir Fate; 

As if Predcftination over-rul'd 

Thir will, difpos'd by abfolute Decree 

Or high foreknowledge ; they themfelves decreed 

Thir own revolt, not I : if I foreknew. 

Foreknowledge had no influence on their fault. 

Which had no lefs prov'd certain unfbreknown. 

So without lead impulfe or ihadow of Fate, 

Or aught by me immutablie ibreicen. 

They trefpafs. Authors to themfelves in all 

Both what they judge and what they choofe ; for fo 

I formd them free, and free they mud remain. 

Till they enthrall themfelves : I clfc muft change 

Thir nature, and revoke the high Decree 

Unchangeable, Eternal, which ordain'd 

Thir freedom, they themfelves ordain'd thir fall. 

The firft fort by thir own fuggeftion fell, 

Self-tempted, felf-deprav*d : Man falls dccciv'd 

By the other firft : Man therefore fhall find grace, 

The other none : in Mercy and Jiiftice both, 

Through Heav'n and Earth, fo (hall my glorie excel, 

But Mercy firft and laft fhall brighteft ftiine. 

Thus while God fpake, ambrofial fragrance fiU'd 
All Hcav*n, and in the blefTed Spirits eledl 
Senfe of new joy inefiable diffus'd : 
Beyond compare the Son of God was feen 
Mod glorious, in him all his Father (hon 
Subftantially exprefs'd, and in his face 
Divine compaflion vifibly appeerd, 
Love without end, and without meafure Grace, 
Which uttering thus he to his Father fpake. 

O Father, gracious was that word which dos'd 
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Thy fovran fentencc, that Man fhould find grace; 

For which both Hcav'n and Earth (hall high cxtoll 

Thy praifes, with th* innumerable found 

Of Hymns and facred Songs, wherewith thy Throne 

Encompals'd {hall refound thee ever bleft. 

For (hould Man finally be loft» ihould Man 

Thy creature late fo lov'd, thy youngeft Son 

Fall circumvented thus by fraud, though joynd 

With his own folly ? that be from thee farr. 

That farr be firom thee» Father, who art Judge 

Of all things made, and judgeft onely right. 

Or (hall the Adverfarie thus obtain 

His end, and fruftrate thine, {hall he fulfill 

His malice, and thy goodnefs bring to naught. 

Or proud return though to his heavier doom. 

Yet with revenge accomplilh't and to Hell 

Draw after him the whole Race of mankind. 

By him corrupted ? or wilt thou thy felf 

Abolifh thy Creation, and unmake, 

For him, what for thy glorie thou haft made ? 

So (hould thy goodnefs and thy greatnefs both 

Be queftiond and blafpheam*d without defence. 

To whom the great Creatour thus reply'd. 
O Son, in whom my Soul hath chief delight, 
Son of my bofom. Son who art alone 
My word, my wifdom, and eiFe^al might. 
All haft thou fpok'n as my thoughts are, all 
As my Eternal purpofe hath decreed : 
Man (hall not quite be loft, but fav'd who will. 
Yet not of will in him, but grace in me 
Freely voutfaft ; once more I will renew 
His lapfed powers, though forfeit and enthrall'd 

By 
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By fin to foul exorbitant defires ; 
Upheld by me, yet once more he (hall (land 
On even ground againft his mortal foe, 
By me upheld, that he may know how frail 
His fall'n condition is, and to me ow 
All his deliv'rance, and to none but me. 
Some I have chofen of peculiar grace 
Eleft above the reft ; fo is mv will : 
The reft ftiall hear me call, and oft be warnd 
Thir finful ftate, and to appeafe betimes 
Th* incenied Deitie, while offerd grace 
Invites ; ftx I will deer thir fenfes dark. 
What may fuffice, and foft'n ftonie hearts 
To pray, repent, and bring obedience due. 
To prayer, repentance, and obedience due, 
Though iMit endevord with fincere intent. 
Mine eare (hall not be flow, mine eye not fhut. 
And I will place within them as a guide 
My Umpire Confcience, whom if they will hear. 
Light after light well us*d they (hall attain. 
And to the end per(ifting, fafe arrive. 
This my long fufferance and my day of grace 
They who negledl and fcorn, ftiall never tafte ; 
But hard be hard'nd, blind be blinded more, 
That they may ftumble on, and deeper fall ; 
And none but fuch from mercy I exclude. 
But yet all is not don ; Man difobcying, 
Difloyal breaks his fealtie, and fmns 
Againft the high Supremacie of Heav'n, 
Afie^ng God-head, and fo loo(ine all, 
To expiate his Tieafon hath nau^t left. 
But to deftrudion facred and devote, 

I 2 



180 



190 



He 



200 



Digitized by Google 




i He with his whole polleritie muft die, 
21 o Die hec or Juftice niuft ; unlefs for him 
Som other able, and as willing, pay 
The rigid fatisfadtion, death for death. 
Say Heav'nly Powers, where (liall we find fuch love. 
Which of ye will be mortal to redeem 
Mans mortal crime, and juft tfa' unjuft to fave, 
Dwels in all Heaven charitie fo deare ? 

He ask'd, but all the Heav'nly Quire flood mute. 
And filence was in Heav*n : on mans behalf 
Patron or Interceflbr none appeerd, 
220 Much lefs that durft upon ms own head draw 
The deadly forfeiture, and ranfom fet. 
And now without redemption all mankind 
Muft have bin loft, adjudg'd to Death and Hell 
By doom fevere, had not the Son of God, 
In whom the fulnefs dwels of love divine. 
His deareft mediation thus renewd. 

Father, thy w^ord is paft, man ftiall find grace ; 
And ftiall grace not find means, that finds her way. 
The fpeedieft of thy winged meffengers, 
230 To vifit all thy creatures, and to all 

Comes unpreventcd, unimplor'd, unfought, 
Happie for man, fo coming ; he her aide 
Can never feek, once dead in fins and loft ; 
Attonement for himfelf or offering meet. 
Indebted and undon, hath none to bring : 
Behold mee then, mee fbr him, life R>r life 
I offer, on mee let thine anger fall ; 
Account mee man ; 1 fbr his fake will leave 
Thy bofom, and this glorie next to thee 
240 Freely put off, and for him iafUy die 

Well 



Diyilizuo by GoOglc 



Paradife loft. Book 3. 

Well pleas'd, on mc let Death wreck all his rage ; 

Under his gloomie power I Hiall not long 

Lie vanquilht ; thou haft givn me to poffefs 

Life in my felf for ever, by thee I live. 

Though now to Death 1 yeild, and am his due 

All that of me can die, yet that debt paid, 

Thou wilt not leave me in the loathfom grave 

His prey, nor fii0er my unfpotted Soule 

For ever with corruption there to dwell ; 

But I lhall rife Vidorious, and fubdue 250 

My Vanquifher, fpoild of his vanted fpoile ; 

Death his deaths wound (hall then receive, & (loop 

Inglorious, of his mortall fting difarm'd. 

I through the ample Air in Triumph high 

Shall lead Hell Captive maugre Hell, and ftiow 

The powers of darkneis bound. Thou at the fight 

Pieas'd, out of Heaven (halt look down and fmile, 

While by thee rais'd I ruin all my Foes, 

Death laft, and with his Carcafs glut the Grave : 

Then with the multitude of my redeemd a6o 

Shall enter Heaven long abfent, and returne. 

Father, to lee thy face, wherein no cloud 

Of anger ftiall remain, but peace afl'ur'd, 

And reconcilement ; wrauth fhall be no more 

Thenceforth, but in thy prefence Joy entire. 

His vtrords here ended, but his meek afped 
Silent yet fpake, and breath'd immortal love 
To mortal men, above which only (hon 
Filial obedience : as a facrifice 

Glad to be ofier'd, he attends the will 270 
Of his great Father. Admiration feis'd 
All Heav'n^ what this might mean, & whither tend 
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Wondring ; but foon th' Almighty thus reply'd : 

O thou in Heav'n and Earth the only peace 
Found out for mankind under wrauth, O thou 
My fole complacence I well thou know'ft how dear. 
To me are aU my works, nor Man the leaft 
Though laft created, that for him I fpare 
Thee from my bofom and right hand, to fave, 
280 By loofing thee a while, the whole Race loft. 
Thou therefore whom diou only canft redeeme, 
Thir Nature alfo to thy Nature joyne ; 
And be thy felf Man among men on Earth, 
Made flefli, when time (hall be» of Virgin feed, 
Bv wondrous birth : Be thou in Adams room 
The Head of all mankind, though Adam Son. 
As in him perifli all men, fo in thee 
As from a fecond root fhall be reftor'd, 
As many as are reftor'd, without thee none. 
290 His crime makes guiltie all his Sons, thy merit 
Imputed (hall abfolve them who renounce 
Thir own both righteous and unrighteous deeds. 
And live in thee tranfplanted, and from thee 
Receive new life. So Man, as is moft juft, 
Shall fatisfie for Man, be judg'd and die, 
And dying rife, and riling with him raife 
His Brethren, ranfomd with his own dear life. 
So Heav'nly love flial outdoo Hellifh hate. 
Giving to death, and dying to redeeme, 
300 So dearly to redeem what Helliih hate 
So eafily deftroy'd, and ftill deftroyes 
In thofe who, when they may, aoce{>t not grace. 
Nor (halt thou by defcending to aifume 
Mans Nature, left'n or degrade thine owne. 

Becaufe 
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Becaufe thou haft, though Thron'd in higheft bli& 
Equal to God, and equally enjoying 
God-like fruition, quitted all to fave 
A World from utter lofs, and haft been found 
By Merit more then Birthright Son of God, 
Found worthieft to be fo by being Good, 
Farr more then Great or High; becaufe in thee 
Love hath abounded more then Glory abounds. 
Therefore thy Humiliation ftiall exalt 
With thee thy Manhood alfo to this Throne ; 
Here ftialt thou fit incarnate, here ftialt Reigne 
Both God and Man, Son both of God and Man, 
Anointed univerfal King ; all Power 
I give thee, reign for ever, and aflume 
Thy Merits ; under thee as Head Supream 
Thrones, Princedoms, Powers, Dominions I reduce: 
All knees to thee {hall bow, of them that bide 
In Heaven, or Earth, or under Earth in Hell ; 
When thou attended glorioufly from Heav'n 
Shalt in the Skie appeer, and from thee fend 
The fummoning Arch-Angels to proclaimc 
Thy dread Tribunal : forthwith from all Windes 
The living, and forthwith the cited dead 
Of all paft Ages to the general Doom 
Shall haft'n, fuch a peal ftiall roufe thir flcep. 
Then all thy Saints aflembl'd, thou ftialt judge 
Bad men and Angels, they arraignd ftiall fink 
Beneath thy Sentence ; Hell, her numbers full, 
Thenceforth ftiall be for ever ftiut. Mean while 
The World ftiall burn, and from her afties fpring 
New Heav'n and Earth, wherein the juft fhall 
And after all thir tribulations long (dwell 
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See golden days, fruitful of golden deeds. 
With Joy and Love triumphing, and fair Truth. 
Then thou thy regal Scepter (halt lay by, 
340 For regal Scepter then no more ihftll need, 
God (hall be All in All. But all ye Gods, 
Adore him, who to compals all this dies. 
Adore the Son, and honour him as mee. 

No fooner had th' Almighty ceas't, but all 
The multitude of Angels with a ihout 
Loud -as from numbers without number, fweet 
As from bleft voices, uttering joy, Heav'n rung 
With Jubilee, and loud Hofanna's fill'd 
Th* eternal Regions : lowly reverent 
350 Tovv^ards either Throne they bow, & to the ground 
With folemn adoration down they cafl: 
Thir Crowns inwove with Amarant and Gold, 
Immortal Amarant, a Flour which once 
In Paradife, faft by the Tree of Life 
Began to bloom, but foon for mans offence 
To Heav'n remov'd where firft it grew, there grows. 
And flours aloft fliading the Fount of Life, 
And where the river of Blifs through midd of Heavn 
Rowls o're Elifian Flours her Amber ftream ; 
360 With thefe that never fade the Spirits Eled 

Bind thir refplendent locks inwreath'd with beams. 
Now in loofe Garlands thick thrown off, the bright 
Pavement that like a Sea of Jafper (hon 
Impurpl'd with Celeilial Rofes fmil'd. 
Then Crown'd again thir gold'n Harps they took. 
Harps ever tun'd, that glittering by their fide 
Like Quivers hung, and with Prseamble fweet 
Of charming fymphonie they introduce 
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Thir facred Song, and waken raptures high ; 
No voice exempt, no voice but well could joine 
Melodious part, luch concord is in Heav'n. 

Thee Father firft they fung Omnipotent, 
Immutable, Immortal, Infinite, 
Eternal King ; thee Author of all being. 
Fountain of Light, thy felf invifible 
Amidft the glorious brightnefi where thou fit'ft 
Thron'd inacceffible, but when thou lhad'ft 
The full hlaze of thy beanu, and through a cloud 
Drawn round about thee like a radiant Shrine, 
Dark with exceflive bright thy skirts appeer. 
Yet dazle Heav'n, that brighteft Seraphim 
Approach not, but with both wings veil thir eyes. 
Thee next they fang of all Creation Erft^ 
Begotten Son, Divine Similitude, 
In whofe confpicuous count'nance, without cloud 
Made viiible, th'Almighty Father (hines, 
Whom elfe no Creature can behold ; on thee 
Imprefst the effulgence of his Gloria abides, 
Transfus'd on thee his ample Spirit rcfls. 
Hee Heav n of Heavens and all the Powers therein 
By thee created, and by thee threw down 
Th' afpiring Dominations : thou that day 
Thy Fathen dreadful Thunder didft not fpare. 
Nor ftop thy flaming Chariot wheels, that fhook 
Heav'ns cverlaAing Frame, while o*re the necks 
Thou drov'ft of warring Angek difarraid. 
Back from purfuit thy rowers with loud acclaime 
Thee only eztold. Son of thy Fathers might. 
To execute fierce vengeance on his foes. 
Not fo on Man ; him through their malice fall'n, 
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Father of Mercie and Grace, thou didft not doome 
So ftridtly, but much more to pitie cncline ; 
No fooner did thy dear and onely Son 
Perceive thee purpos*d not to doom frail Man 
So ftri<f^ly, but much more to pitie enclin'd* 
He to appeafe thy wrauth, and end the ftrife 
Of Mercy and J uitice in thy face difcern'd, 
Regardle& of the Blifi wherein hee fat 
Second to thee» offerd himfelf to die 

410 For mans offence. O unexampl'd love, 

Love no where to be found lefs then Divine I 
Hail Son of God, Saviour of Men, thy Name 
Shall be the copious matter of my Song 
Henceforth, and never (hall my Harp thy praiie 
Forget, nor from thy Fathers praife disjoine. 

Thus they in Heav'n, above the ftarry Sphear, 
Thir happie hours in joy and hymning fpent. 
Mean while upon the firm opacous Globe 
Of this round World, whofe firft convex divides 

420 The luminous inferior Orbs, cnclos'd 

From Chaos and th' inroad of Darknefs old, 
Satan alighted walks : a Globe farr off 
It feem'd, now feems a boundlefs Continent 
Dark, wafte, and wild, under the frown of Night 
Starlefi expoB*d, and ever-threatning ilorms 
Of Chaos bluftring round» inclement skie; 
Save on that fide which from the wall of Heav'n 
Though diilant farr Torn fmall refle&ion gaines 
Of glimmering air lefs vext with tempeft loud : 

430 Here walk'd the Fiend at large in fpacious field. 
As when a Vultur on Imaus bred, 
Whofe fnowie ridge the roving Tartar bounds, 
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Diflodging from a Region fcarcc of prey 

To gorge the llelh of Lambs or yeanling Kids 

On Hills where Flocks are fed, flies toward the 

Of Ganges or Hydafpes^ Indian ftreams ; (Springs 

But in his way lights on the barren plaines 

Of Sericanat where Chineja drive 

With Sails and Wind thir canie Waggons light : 

So on this windie Sea of Land, the Fiend 

Walk'd up and down alone bent on his prey. 

Alone, for other Creature in this place 

Living or liveleis to be found was none. 

None jret, but ftore hereafter from the earth 

Up hither like Aereal vapours flew 

Of all things tranfitorie and vain, when Sin 

With vanity had fiild the works of men : 

Both all things vain, and all who in vain things 

Built thir fond hopes of Glorie or lafling fame. 

Or happinefs in this or th* other life ; 

All who have thir reward on Earth, the fruits 

Of painful Superftition and blind Zeal, 

Naught feeking but the praife of men, here find 

Fit retribution, emptie as thir deeds ; 

All th' unaccomplifbt works of Natures hand. 

Abortive, monftrous, or unkindly mixt, 

Diffolvd on earth, fleet hither, and in vain, 

Till final difiblution, wander here, (dreamd ; 

Not in the neighbouring Moon, as fome have 

Thofe. argent Fidds more likely habitants, 

Tranflated Saints, or middle Spirits hold 

Betwixt th* Angelical and Human kinde : 

Hither of ill-joynd Sons and Daughters bom 

Firft from the ancient World thcne Giants came 
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With many a vain exploit, though then renownd : 
The builders next of Bahel on the Plain 
Of Sennaar, and ft ill with vain defigne 
New BaSe/s, had they wherewithal!, would build: 
Others came fingle ; hee who to be deemd 
470 A God, leap'd fondly into Mtna flames, 
Empedocles, and hee who to enjoy 
Plato*s Elyfium^ leap'd into the Sea, 
CkmhrotuSf and many more too long. 
Embryo's and Idiots, Eremits and Friers 
White, Black and Grey, with all thir trumperle. 
Here Pilgrims roam, that ftray'd fo farr to feek 
In Golgotha him dead, who lives in Heav'n ; 
And they who to be fure of Paradife 
Dying put on the weeds of Dominic, 
480 Or in Franc if can think to pafs difguis'd ; 

They pafs the Planets feven, and pafs the fixt, 
And that Cryftalline Sphear whofe ballance weighs 
The Trepidation talkt, and that firft mov'd ; 
And now Saint Peter at Heav'ns Wicket feems 
To w ait them with his Keys, and now at foot 
Of Heav'ns afcent they lift thir Feet, when loe 
A violent crofs wind from either Coaft 
Blows them tranfverfe ten thoufand Leagues awry 
Into the devious Air ; then might ye fee 
490 Cowles, Hoods and Habits with thir wearers toft 
And flutterd into Raegs, then Reliques, Beads, 
Indulgences, Difpenfi, Pardons, Bulls, 
The /port of Winds : dl thefe upwhirld aloft 
Fly o're the hackfide of the World farr off 
Into a Limbo large and broad, fince calld 
The Paradife of Fools, to few unknown 
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Long after, now unpeopl'd, and untrod ; 
All this dark Globe the Fiend found as he pafs'd» 
And long he wanderd, till at laft a gleame 
Of dawning light turnd thither-wara in hafte 
His travell'd fteps ; hvt diftant hee defcries 
Aicending by degrees magnificent 
Up to the of Heaven a Strudure high. 
At top whereof, but farr more rich appeerd 
The work as of a Kingly Palace Gate 
With Frontifpice of Diamond and Gold 
Imbellifht, thick with fparkling orient Genimes 
The Portal (hon, inimitable on Earth 
By Model, or by (hading Pencil drawn. 
The Stairs were fuch as whereon 'Jacob faw 
Angels afcending and defcending, bands 
Of Guardians bright, when he from Rfau fled 
To Fadan-Aram in the field of Luz^ 
Dreaming by night under the open Skie, 
And waking cri'd, This is the Gate of Heav'n, 
Each Stair myfterioufly was meant, nor flood 
There alwaies, but drawn up to Heav'n fomtimes 
Viewlefs, and underneath a bright Sea flow'd 
Of Jafper, or of liquid Pearle, whereon 
Who after came m>m Earth, fayling arriv'd» 
Wafted by Angels, or flew o're the Lake 
Rapt in a Chariot drawn by fiery Steeds. 
The Stairs were then let down, whether to dare 
The Fiend by eafie afcent, or aggravate 
His fad exclufion from the dores of Blifs. 
Dired. againft which op'nd from beneath, 
Juft o're the blifsful feat of Paradife, 
A pafiage down to th' Earth, a paiTage wide, 
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Wider by farr then that of after-times 
50 Over Mount Sion^ and, though that were large. 
Over the Promts' d hand to God fo dear, 
By which, to vifit oft thofe happy Tribes, 
On high behefts his Angels to and fro 
Pafs'd frequent, and his eye with choice regard 
From Faneas the fount of Jordans flood 
To B^erfaba^ where the Holy Land 
Borden on Mgypi and the Arabian ihoare ; 
So wide the op'ning feemd, where bounds were let 
To darknefi, fuch as bound the Ocean wave. 
Satan from hence now on the lower ftair 
That fcai'd by fteps of Gold to Heav'n Gate 
Looks down with wonder at the fudden ixe^r 
Of all this World at once. As when a Scout 
Through dark and defart wayes with peril gone 
All night ; at laft by break of chearful dawne 
Obtains the brow of fome high-climbing Hill, 
Which to his eye difcovers unaware 
The goodly profpedt of fome forein land 
I Firn:-fecn,or fome renownd Metropolis 
^^o I With gliftering Spires and Pinnacles adornd. 

Which now the Riling Sun guilds with his beams. 
Such wonder feis'd, though after Heaven feen, 
The Spirit maligne, but much more envy feis'd 
At fight of all this World beheld fo faire. 
Round he furveys, and well might, where he flood 
So hi^h above the circling Canopie 
Of Niehts extended fliade; from Eaftem Point 
Of iJSra to the fleede Starr that bears 
Andrmneda fiur off AtUmtiek Seas 
560 Beyond th' Horizon ; then from Pole to Pole 
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He views in brcdth, and without longer paulc 
Down right into the Worlds firft Region throws 
His flight precipitant, and windes with eafe 
Through the pure marble Air his oblique way 
Amongft innumerable Starn, that flion . 
Stan diilantv bnt nigh hand feemd other Worlds, 
Or other Worlds they feemd, or happy Ilea, 
Like thofe Hejperian Gardens fam'd of old. 
Fortunate Fields, and Groves and flourie Vales, 
Thrice happy lies, but who dwelt happy there 
He ftayd not to enquire : above them all 
The golden Sun in fplendor likeft Heaven 
Allur'd his eye : Thither his courfe he bends 
Through the calm Firmament; but up or downe 
By center, or eccentric, hard to tell, 
Or Longitude, where the great Luminarie 
AlootF the vulgar Conftcllations thick. 
That from his Lordly eye keep diftance due, 
Difpenfes Light from farr ; they as they move 
Thir Sarry dance in numbers that compute (Lamp 
Days, months, and years, towards his all-chcaring 
Turn fwift their various motions, or are turnd 
By his Magnetic beam, that gendy warms 
The Univers, and to each inward part 
With gentle penetration, though unfeen. 
Shoots invidble vertue even to the deep : 
So wondroufly was fet his Station bright. 
There lands the Fiend, a fpot like which perhaps 
Aftronomer in the Sun's lucent Orbe 
Through his glaz'd Optic Tube yet never faw. 
The place he found beyond expreflion bright, 
Compar'd with aught on Earth, Medal or Stone ; 
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Not all parts like, but all alike informd 
Which radiant light, as glowing Iron with fire ; 
If mcttal, part feemd Gold, part Silver cleer; 
If flone. Carbuncle mod or Chryfolite, 
Rubie or Topaz, to the Twelve that flion 
In Aarons Breft-plate, and a ftone befides 
Imagind rather <m then elfewhere feen, 
6io That Hone* or like to that which here below 
Philolbphers in vain fo long have fought» 
In vain, though by thir powerful Art they binde 
Volatil Hermes t and call up unbound 
In various (hapes old Proteus from the Sea, 
Draind through a Limbec to his Native forme. 
What wonder then if fielda and regions here 
Breathe forth Elixir pure, and Rivers run 
Potable Gold, when with one vertuous touch 
Th* Arch-chimic Sun fo farr from us remote 
620 Produces with Terreftrial Humor mixt 

Here in the dark fo many precious things 
Of colour glorious and effcdl fo rare ? 
Here matter new to gaze the Devil met 
Undazl'd, farr and wide his eye commands, 
For fight no obftacle found here, nor (hade. 
But all Sun-(hine, as when his Beams at Noon 
Culminate from th' Mquator, as they now 
Shot upward ftill dired, whence no way round 
Shadow from body opaque can fall, and the Aire, 
630 No where fo cleer, ibarp'nd his vifual ray 
To oljeds diftant farr, whereby he foon 
Saw within kenn a glorious Angel (Und, 
The fame whom jfohn faw alfo in the Sun : 
His back was turnd, but not his brightnefs hid ; 
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Of beaming funnie Raies, a golden tiar 

Cird'd htt Head, nor left hisLocks behind 

lUufbious on his Shouhlen fledge with wings 

Lay waving round ; on fom great charge impIoy*d 

Hee feemdy or lixt in cogitation deep. 

Glad was the Spirit impure ; as now in hope 

To Hnd who might dired his wandring flight 

To Paradife the happie feat of Man^ 

His journies end and our beginning woe. 

But firft he cafts to change his proper (hape. 

Which elfe might work him danger or delay: 

And now a ftripHng Cherube he appeers» 

Not of the prime, yet fuch as in his face 

Youth fmil'd Celeftial, and to every Limb 

Sutable grace dilTus'd, fo well he feignd; 

Under a Coronet his flowing hairc 

In curies on either cheek plaid, wings he wore 

Of many a colourd plume fprinkl'd with Gold, 

His habit fit for Ipeed fucdnd, and held 

Before his decent fteps a Silver wand. 

He drew not nigh unheard, the Angel bright. 

Ere he drew nigh, his radiant vifiige turnd, 

Admonifht by his eare, and ftrait was known 

Th' Arch- Angel Uriels one of the feav*n 

Who in Gods prefence, neereft to his Throne 

Stand ready at command, and are his Eyes 

That run through all the Heav'ns, or down to th* 

Bear his fwift errands over moid and dry, (Earth 

OVe Sea and Land : him Satan thus accoftes. 

Vriely for thou of thofe fcav*n Spirits that ftand 
In fight of Gods high Throne, glorioufly bright. 
The firfl art wont his great authentic will 
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Interpreter through higheft Heav'n to bring, 
Where all his Sons thy Embaflie attend ; 
And here art likelieft by fupream decree 
670 Like honour to obtain, and as his Eye 
To vifit oft this new Creation round ; 
Unfpeakable defire to fee, and know 
All thefe his wondrous works, but chiefly Man, 
His chief delight and favour, him for whom 
All thefe his works fo wondrous he ordaind, 
Hath brought me from the Quires of Cherubim 
Alone thus wandring. Brighteft Seraph tell 
In which of all thefe fhining Orbes hath Man 
His fixed feat, or fixed feat hath none, 
680 But all thefe fhining Orbes his choice to dwell; 
That I may find him, and with fecret gaze. 
Or open admiration him behold 
On whom the great Creator hath beftowd 
Worlds, and on whom hath all thefe graces powrd ; 
That both in him and all things, as is meet, 
The Univerial Maker we may praife ; 
Who juilly hath drivn out his Rebell Foes 
To deepeft Hell, and to repair that lois 
Created this new happie Race of Men 
690 To ferve him better : wife are all his wayes. 
So fpake the falfe diffembler unperoeivd ; 
For neither Man nor Angel can difcem 
Hypocrifie, the only evil that walks 
Invifible, except to God alone, 
By his permiflive will, through Heav'n and Earth : 
And oft though wifdom wake, fufpicion fleeps 
At wifdoms Gate, and to fimplicitie 
Refigns her charge, while goodnefs thinks no ill 
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Where no ill feems : Which now for once beguil'd 

Uriel, though Regent of the Sun, and held 

The (harpeft fightcd Spirit of all in Heav'n ; 

Who to the fraudulent Impoftor foule 

In his uprightnefs anfwer thus returnd. 

Fairc Angel, thy defire which tends to know 

The works of God, thereby to glorifie 

The great Work-Maifter, leads to no excefs 

That reaches blame, but rather merits praife 

The more it (eems exceis^ that led thee hither 

From thy Empyreal Manfion thus alone. 

To witneis with thine eyes what fome perhaps 

Contented with report heare onely in heav'n : 

For wonderful indeed are all his works, 

Plcafant to know» and worthieft to be all 

Had in remembrance alwayes with delieht ; 

But what created mind can comprehend 

Thir number, or the wifdom inhnite 

That brought them forth, but hid thir caufes deep. 

I faw when at his Word the formlefs Mafs, 

This worlds material mould, came to a heap : 

Confufion heard his voice, and wilde uproar 

Stood rul'd, ftood vaft infinitude confin'd; 

Till at his fecond bidding darknefs fled, 

Light fhon, and order firom diforder iprung : 

Swift to thir (everal Quarters hailed then 

The cumbrous Elements, Earth, Flood, Aire, Fire, 

And this Ethereal quinteflence of Heav'n 

Flew upward, fpirited with various forms, 

That rowld orbicular, and turnd to Starrs 

Numberlefs, as thou feeft, and how they move ; 

Each had his place appointed, each his courfe, 
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The reft in circuit walles this Univerfe. 
Look downward on that Globe whofe hither fide 
With light from hence, though but reflected, fhines; 
That place is Earth the feat of Man, that light 
His day, which elfe as th* other Hemifphere 
Night would invade, but there the neighbouring 
(So call that oppofite fair Starr) her aide (Moon 
Timely interpofesy and her monthly round 
Still ending, ftill renewing through mid Heav*n, 
With borrowd light her countenance triform 
Hence fills and empties to enlighten the Earth, 
And in her pale dominion checks the night. 
That fpot to which I point is Paradife^ 
Adams abode, thofe loftie fhades his Bowre. 
Thy way thou canft not mifs, me mine requires. 

Thus faid, he turnd, and Satan bowing low, 
As to fuperior Spirits is wont in Heav'n, 
Where honour due and reverence none negledls, 
Took leave, and toward the coaft of Earth beneath, 
Down from th* Ecliptic, fped with hop'd fuccefs, 
Throws his fteep flight in many an Aerie wheele, 
Nor (bid, till on Niphates top he lights. 

The End of the Third BooL 
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For that warning voice, which he who faw 
Th* ApocalypSy heard cry in Heaven aloud. 
Then when the Dragon, put to fecond rout. 
Came furious down to be reveng'don men, 
Wo to the inhabitants on Earth ! that now. 
While time was, our firft Parents had bin warnd 
The coming of thir fecret foe, and fcap'd 
Haply fo fcap'd his mortal fnare ; for now 
Satan, now firft inflam'd with rage, came down. 
The Tempter ere th* Accufer of man-kind. 
To wreck on innocent frail man his lofs 
Of that firft Battel, and his flight to Hell : 
Yet not rejoycing in his fpeed, though bold. 
Far off and feariidtp nor with caufe to boaft» 
Begins his dire attempt, which nigh the birth 
Now Fowling, boiles m his tumultuous breft, 
And like a devilliih Engine back recoiles 

Upon 
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Upon himfelf j horror and doubt diftra€t 

His troubl'd thoughts, and from the bottom ftirr 

20 The Hell within him, for within him Hell 

He brings, and round about him, nor from Hell 
One ftcp no more then from himfelf can fly 
By change of place : Now confcience wakes dcfpair 
That flumberd, wakes the bitter memorie 
Of what he was, what is, and what muft be 
Worfe; of worfe deeds w^e fufierinp muft enfue. 
Sometimes towards Eden which now m his view 
Lay pleafanty his grievd look he fixes fad, (Sun, 
Sometimes towards Heav'n and the fuU-blazing 

30 Which now fat high in his Meridian Towre : 
Then much revolving, thus in fighs began. 

O thou that with furpaffing Glory crownd, 
Look'ft from thy fole Dominion like the God 
Of this new World ; at whofe fight all the Starrs 
Hide thir diminiflit heads ; to thee I call, 
But with no friendly voice, and add thy name 

0 Sun, to tell thee how I hate thy beams 
That bring to my remembrance from what ftatc 

1 fell, how glorious once above thy Spheare ; 
40 Till Pride and worfe Ambition threw me down 

Warring in Heav'n againftHeav'ns matchlefi King : 
Ah wherefore 1 he ddervd no fuch return 
From me, whom he created what I was 
In that bright eminence^ and with his good 
Upbraided none ; nor was his fervice Imrd. 
What could be lels then to afford him praife. 
The eafieft recompence, and pay him thanks» 
How due I yet all his good prov'd ill in me. 
And wrought but malice ; lifted up fo high 
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I fdeind fubjcftion, and thought one ftcp higher 
Would fct me higheft, and in a moment quit 
The debt immenfe of endlcfs gratitude, 
So burthenfome, ftill paying, ftill to ow; 
Forgetful what from him I ftill receivd, 
And underftood not that a grateful mind 
By owing owes not, but ftill pays, at once 
Indebted and difchargd ; what burden then ? 
O had his powerful ueftiny ordaind 
Me fome inferiour Angel, I had flood 
Then happie ; no unbounded hope had rais'd 
Ambition. Yet why not ? fom other Power 
As great mi^ht have afpir'd, and me though mean 
Drawn to his part ; but other Powers as great 
Fell not, but ftand unfhak'n, from within 
Or from without, to all temptations arm*d. 
Hadft thou the fame free Will and Power to ftand? 
Thou hadft : whom haft thou then or what to ac- 
But Heav'ns free Love dealt equally to all ? (cufe. 
Be then his Love accurft, fince love or hate. 
To me alike, it deals eternal woe. j 70 

Nay curs'd be thou ; fmce againft his thy will 
Chofe freely what it now fo juftly rues. 
Me miferable ! which way (hall I flic 
Infinite wrauth, and infinite dcfpaire ? 
Which way I fiie is Hell ; my felf am Hell ; 
And in the loweft deep a lower deep 
Still threatning to devour me opens wide. 
To which the Hell I fufier feems a Heav*n. 
O then at laft relent : is there no place 
Left for Repentance, none for Panlon left? 
None left but by fubmiffion ; and that word 
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Difdain forbids me, and my dread of fhame 
Among the Spirits beneath, whom I feduc'd 
With other promifes and other vannte 
Then to fobmit^ boafting I could fubdue 
Th' Omnipotent Ay me, they little know 
How dearly I abide that boaft ib Taine» 
Under what torments inwardly I groane : 
While they adore me on the Throne of Hell, 
90 With Diadem and Scepter high advanc't 
The lower ftill I fall, onely fupream 
In miferie ; fuch joy Ambition findes. 
But fay I could repent and could obtaine 
By A^ of Grace my former ftate ; how foon 
Would highth recal high thoughts, how foon unfay 
What feign'd fubmiflion fwore: eafe would recant 
Vows made in pain, as violent and void. 
For never can true reconcilement grow (deep : 
Where wounds of deadly hate have peirc'd fo 
100 Which would but lead me to a worfe relapfe, 
And heavier fall : fo (hould I purchafc dcare 
Short intermiffion bought with double fmart. 
This knows my puniiher ; therefore as farr 
From granting bee, as I from begging peace : 
All hope excluded thus, behold in ftead 
Of us out-caft» exil'dy his new delight. 
Mankind created, and for him this World. 
So fiuwel Hope, and with Hope farwel Fear, 
Farwel Remorfe i all Good to me is loft ; 
110 Evil be thou my Good; by thee at leaft 
Divided Empire with Heav'ns King I hold 
By thee, and more then half perhaps will reigne ; 
As Man ere long, and this new World (hall know. 

Thus 
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Thus while he fpake, each paflion dimm'd his face 
Thrice chang'd with pale, ire, envic and defpair, 
Which marrd his borrow'd vifage, and betraid 
Him counterfet, if any eye beheld. 
For heav'nly mindes from fuch diftempers foule 
Are ever cleer. Whereof hee footi aware. 
Each perturbation fmooth'd with outward calme, 
Anificer of fraud ; and was the firft 
That praAisd faUhood under faintly (hew. 
Deep malice to conceale, couch't with revenge : 
Yet not anough had pradlisd to deceive 
Uriel once wamd ; whofe eye purfu*d him down 
The way he went, and on th' Ajfyrian mount 
Saw him disfigur'd, more then could befall 
Spirit of happie fort: his geftures fierce 
He markd and mad demeanour, then alone. 
As he fuppos'd, all unobferv'd, unfeen. 
So on he fares, and to the border comes 
Of Eden^ where delicious Paradife, 
Now nearer, Crowns with her enclofure green, 
As with a rural mound the champain head 
Of a fteep wildernels, whofe hairie fides 
With thicket overgrown, grottefque and wilde, 
Acceft denied ; and over head up grew 
Infuperable highth of loftieft (hade. 
Cedar, and Pine^ and Firr, and branching Palm, 
A Silvan Scene, and as the ranks afcend 
Shade above (hade, a woodie Theatre 
Of ftatelieft view. Yet higher then thir tops 
The verdurous wall of Paradife up fprung : 
Which to our general Sire gave profpedl large 
Into his neather Empire neighbouring round. 
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And higher then that Wall a circling row 
Of goodlieft Trees loaden with faireft Fruit, 
Blolloms and Fruits at once of golden hue 
j Appeerd, with gay enamcld colours mixt ; 

150 On which the Sun more glad imprefs'd his beams 
Then in fidr Evening Cloud, or nomid Bow» 
When God hath (howrd the earth; fo lovely feemd 
That Lantskip : And of pure now purer aire 
Meets his approach, and to the heart infptres 
Vernal delight and joy, ahle to drive 
All fadnefs but defpair : now gentle gales 
Fanning thir odoriferous wings difpenfc 
Native perfumes, and whifper whence they ftole 
Thofe balmie fpoiles. As when to them who faile 

160 Beyond the Cape of Hope ^ and now are paft 
Mozambicy off at Sea North-Eaft windes blow 
Sabean Odours from the fpicie fhoare 
Of Arable the bleft, with fuch delay (League 
Well pleas'd they flack thir courfe, and many a 
Cheard with the grateful fmell old Ocean fmiles. 
So entertaind thoie odorous fweets the Fiend 
Who came thir bane, though with them better 
Then Afimdau with the fifhie fume, Apless'd 
That drove him, though enamourd, from the Spoufe 

170 Of Joints Son, and with a vengeance fent 
From Mt£a poft to Mgypt, there faft bound. 

Now to th' afcent ofthat ftcep favage Hill 
Satan had journied on, penfive and flow ; 
But further way found none, fo thidL entwin*d, 
; As one continu'd brake, the undergrowth 
Of fhrubs and tangling bufhes had perplext 
All path of Man or Beail that paft that way : 

One 
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One Gate there onely was, and that look'd EaH: 

On th' other fide : which when th' arch-fellon faw 

Due entrance he difdaind, and in contempt, 

At one flight bound high ovcrlcap'd all bound 

Of Hill or higheft Wall, and iheer within 

Lights on his feet. As when a prowling Wolfe, 

Whom hunger drives to feek new haunt for prey, 

Watching where Shepherds pen thir Flocks at ceve 

In hurdl'd Cotes amid the field feciirc. 

Leaps o*re the fence with eafe into the Fould : 

Or as a Thief bent to unhoord the ca(h 

Of fomc rich Burgher, whofe fubftantial dores* 

Crofs-barrd and bolted faft, fear no afTault, 

In at the window climbes, or o*re the tiles ; 

So clomb this firft grand Thief into Gods Fould : 

So iince into his Church lewd Hirelings climbc. 

Thence up he flew, and on the Tree of Life, 

The middle Tree and higheft there that grew. 

Sat like a Cormorant ; yet not true Life 

Thereby regaind, but fat devifing Death 

To them who liv'd ; nor on the vertue thought 

Of that life-giving Plant, but only us'd 

For profped, what well us'd had bin the pledge 

Of immoftalitie. So little knows 

Any, but God alone, to value right 

The good before him, but perverts beft things 

To worft abufe, or to thir meaneft ufe. 

Beneath him with new wonder now he views 

To all delight of human fenfe expos'd 

In narrow room Natures whole wealth, yea more, 

A Heaven on Earth : for blifsful Paradife 

Of God the Garden was, by him in the Eaft 
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210 Of Eden planted; Eden ftretchd her Line 
Fronn Auran Eaftvvard to the Royal Towrs 
Of great Seleucia, built by Grecian Kings, 
Or where the Sons of Eden long before 
Dwelt in I'elaJJ'ar : in this pleafant foile 
His farr more pleafant Garden God ordaind ; 
Out of the feral ground he caus'd to grow 
All Trees of nobleft kind for fight, fmell, tafte; 
And all amid them ftood the Tree of Life, 
High eminent, blooming Ambrofial Fruit 
220 ; Of vegetable Gold ; and next to Life 

j Our Death the Tree of Knowledge grew faft by, 
I Knowledge of Good bought dear by knowing ill. 
Southward through EJen went a River large, (hill 
Nor chang'd his courfe, but through the (haggie 
Pafs'd underneath ingulft, for God had thrown 
That Mountain as his Garden mould high rais'd 
Upon the rapid current, which through veins 
Of porous Earth with kindly thirlT: up drawn, 
Rofe a frefh Fountain, and with many a rill 
230 , Watcrd the Garden ; thence united fell 

Down the ileep glade, and met the neather Flood, 
Which from his darkfom paiTage now appeers. 
And now divided into four main Streams, 
Runs divers, wandring many a famous Realme 
And Country whereof here needs no account. 
But rather to tell how, if Art could tell. 
How from that Saphire Fount the crifped Brooks, 
Rowling on Orient Pearl and fands of Gold, 
With mazie error under pendant (hades 
240 I Ran Ncdar, vifiting each plant, and fed 

Flours worthy of Paradife which not nice Art 

In 




In Beds and curious Knots, but Nature boon 
Powrd forth profufe on Hill and Dale and Plaine, 
Both where the morning Sun firft warmly fmote 
The open field, and where the unpierc't fhade 
jmbround the noontide Bowr: Thus was this place, 
A happy rural feat of various view; (Balme, 
Groves whofe rich Trees wept odorous Gumms and 
Others whofe fruit bumiiht with Golden Rinde 
Hung amiable, Hejperian Fables true. 
If true, here onely, and of delicious tafte: 
Betwixt them Lawns, or level Downs, and Flocks 
Grafing the tender herb, were interpos*d. 
Or palmie hilloc, or the flourie lap 
Of fom irriguous Valley fpread her ftorc, 
Flours of all hue, and without Thorn the Rofe : 
Another fide, umbrageous Grots and Caves 
Of coole recefs, o're which the mantling Vine 
Layes forth her purple Grape, and gently creeps 
Luxuriant; mean while murmuring waters fall 
Down the Hope hills, difperH;, or in a Lake^ 
That to the fringed Bank with Myrtle crownd, 
Her chryftall mirror holds, unite thir ftreams. 
The Birds thir quire apply ; aires, vernal aires. 
Breathing the fmell of field and grove, attune 
The trembling leaves, while Univerfal Pan 
Knit with the Graces and the Hours in dance 
Led on th' Eternal Spring. Not that faire field 
Of Ennaf where Projlrpin gathring flours 
Her felf a fairer Floure by gloomie DIs 
Was gatherd, which coft Ceres all that pain 
To feek her through the world ; nor that fweet 
Of Daphne by Orontes, and th* infpir'd (Grove 
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Cajtalian Spring might with this Paradife 
Of Eden ftrive ; nor thA N^feian He 
Girt with the River Tritpn^ where old Cbam^ 
Whom Gentiles Amman caU and Libyan Jane^ 
Hid Amakhea and her Florid Son 
Young Bacchus from his Stcpdame Rhea*s eye ; 
280 Nor where Abaffin Kings thir iffue Guard, 
Mount Amara, though this by fom fuppos'd 
True Paradife under the Ethiop Line 
By Nilus head, enclos'd with Ihining Rock, 
A whole dayes journey high, but wide remote 
From this Affyrian Garden, where the Fiend 
Saw undelighted all dehght, all kind 
Of living Creatures new to fight and flrange : 
Two of far nobler fhapc ere<ft and tall, 
Godlike ered, with native Honour clad 
290 In naked Majeftie feemd Lords of all, 

And worthie feemd, for in thir looks Divine 
The image of thir glorious Maker ihon. 
Truth, Wifdome, Sanditude fevere and pure. 
Severe, hut in true filial freedom plac't ; 
Whence true autoritie in men ; though both 
Not equal, as thir fex not equal feemd ; 
For contemplation hee and valour formd. 
For foftnefs rtiee and fweet attradlive Grace, 
Hee for God only, fliee for God in him : 
300 His fair large Front and Eye fublime declar'd 
Abfolutc rule ; and Hvacinthin Locks 
Round from his parted forelock manly hung 
Cluftring, but not beneath his flioulders broad: 
Shee as a vail down to the flender wafte 
Her unadorned golden trefles wore 

Disflie- 
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Disfheveld, but in wanton ringlets vvav'd 

As the Vine curies her tendrils, which impli'd 

Subjeftion, but requir'd with gentle fway, 

And by her yeilded, by him beft receivd, 

Yeilded with coy fubmiffion, modeft pride, 3 1 o 

And fweet relu^ant amorout delay.* 

Nor thofe myfterioiu parts were then conceald» 

Then was not guilde (hame, diihoneft (hame 

Of natofcs wonn, honor didbonorable , 

Sin-bred, how have ye troubl'd all mankind 

With fliews inftead, meer (hews of feeming pure. 

And baniiht from mans life his happieft life, 

Simplicitie and fpotlefs innocence. 

So pafsd they naked on, nor (hund the fight 

Of God or Angel, for they thought no ill : 320 

So hand in hand they pafsd, the lovlieft pair 

That ever fince in loves imbraces met, 

Adam the goodlieft man of men fmce borne 

His Sons, the faireft of her Daughters Eve. 

Under a tuft of (hade that on a green 

Stood whifpering folt, by a ftt(h Fountain fide 

They fat them £>wn, and after no more toil 

Of thir fweet Gardning labour then fuffic'd 

To recommend code Zepfyr, and made eafe 

More eafie, wholfom thim and appetite 330 

More grateful, to thir Supper Fruits they fell, 

Ne^rine Fruits which the compliant boughes 

Yeilded them, fide-long as they fat recline 

On the foft downie Bank damaskt with flours : 

The favourie pulp they chew, and in the rinde 

Still as they thirfted fcoop the brimming ilream ; 

Nor gentle purpofe, nor endearing (miles 
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Wanted, nor youthful dalliance as befeems 
I Fair couple, linkt in happie nuptial League, 
340 Alone as they. About them frisking playd 

j All Beafls of th' Earth, iince wilde, and of all chafe 
I In Wood or Wildernefi, Forreft or Den ; 
Sporting the Lbn rampd, and in his paw 
Dandrd the Kid ; Bears, Tygers» Ounces, Pards 
Gambold before them, th' unwieldy Elephant 
To make them mirth U8*d all his might, & wreathd 
His Lithe Probofcis ; clofe the Serpent fly 
Infinuating, wove with Gordian twine 
His breaded train , and of his fatal guile 
350 Gave proof unheeded ; others on the grafs 

Coucht, and now fild with pafture gazing fat, 
Or Bedward ruminating : for the Sun 
Declin'd was hafting now with prone carreer 
To th' Ocean lies, and in th' afcending Scale 
Of Heav'n the Starrs that ufhcr Evening rofe ; 
When Satan ftill in gaze, as firft he flood, 
Scarce thus at length faild fpeech recoverd fad. 

O Hell! what doe mine eyes with grief behold, 
Into our room of blifi thus high advanc't 
360 Creatures of other mould, earui-born perhaps. 
Not Spirits, yet to heav'nly Spirits bright 
Little inferior ; whom my thoughts purfue 
With wonder, and could love, fo lively (hines 
In them Divine refemblance, and fuch grace 
The hand that formd them on thir (hape hath 
Ah gentle pair, yee little think how nigJi (pourd. 
Your change approaches, when all theie delights 
Will vanifh and deliver ye to woe, 
More woe, the more your taile is now .of joy ; 

Happy ; 
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HappiC) but for fo happie ill fccur'd 370 
Long to continue, and this high feat your Heav'n 
111 fcnc't for Heav'n to keep out fuch a foe 
As now is enterd ; yet no purpos'd foe 
To you whom I could pittie thus forlorne 
Though I onpitded.* Lea^e with you I feek, 
Aod mutual amitie lb ibeight, fo dofe. 
That I with you muft dwdl, or you with me 
Henceforth ; my dwelling haply may not pleafe 
Like this Paradife, your ienfe, 3ret fucn 
Accept your Makers work ; he gave it me, 380 
Which 1 as freely give ; Hell (hall unfould. 
To entertain you two, her wideft Gates, 
And fend forth all her Kings ; there will be room, 
Not like thefe narrow limits, to receive 
Your numerous ofspring ; if no better place, 
Thank him who puts me loath to this revenge 
On you who wrong me not for him who wrongd. 
And (hould I at your harmlefs innocence 
Melt, as I doe, yet public reafon juft. 
Honour and Empire with revenge enlarg'd, 390 
fiy conquering this new World, compels me now 
To do what elfe though damnd I fliould abhorre. 

So fpake the Fiend, and with neceffitie, 
The Tyrants plea, ezcus'd his devili(h deeds. 
Then from his loftie ftand on that high Tree 
Down he alights among the fportful Herd 
Of thofe fourfooted kindes, himfelf now one. 
Now other, as thir (hape fervd beil his end 
Neerer to view his prey, and unefpi'd 
To mark what of thir ftate he more might learn 400 
By word or adiion markt .* about them round 
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A Lion now he llalkcs with ficric glare, 
Then as a Tiger, who by chance hath fpi'd 
In fome Purheu two gentle Fawnes at play. 
Strait couches clofe, then riling changes oft 
His couchant watch, as one who chofe his ground 
Whence rafliing be might fnreft feiie them both 
Grip't in each paw : when Adam firft cyf men 
To firft of women Eve thus moving fpeech, 

4 1 o Turad him all eare to heare new utterance flow. 
Sole partner and fole part of all thefe joyea. 
Dearer thy felf then all ; needs muft the Power 
That made us, and for us this ample World 
Be infinitly good, and of his good 
As liberal and free as infinite, 
That rais'd us from the dull and plac't us here 
In all this happinefs, who at his hand 
Have nothing merited, nor can performe 
Aught whereof hee hath need, hee who requires 

420 From us no other fervice then to keep 

This one, this eafie charge, of all the Trees 
In Paradife that beare ddicious iiruit 
So yarious, not to tafte that onely Tree 
Of knowledge, planted by the Tree of Ltfe» 
So neer grows Death to Life, what ere Death is, 
Som dreadful thing no doubt ; for well thou knowft 
God hath pronounc't it death to tafle that Tree» 
The only fign of our obedience left 
Among fo many figncs of power and rule 

430 Conferrd upon us, and Dominion giv'n 
Over all other Creatures that poireflc 
Earth, Aire, and Sea. Then let us not think hard 
One eaiie prohibition, who enjoy 
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Free leave fo large to all things elfe, and choice 

Unlimited of manifold delights : 

But let us ever praife him, and extoll 

His bountie, following our delightful task 

To prune thefe growing Plants, &. tend thefe Flours, 

Which were k toilfomy yet with thee were fweet. 

To whom thus Eve repli'd. O thou for whom 
And from whom I was formd flefli of thy fle(h. 
And without whom am to no end, my Guide 
And Head, what thou haft faid is juft and right. 
For wee to him indeed all praifes owe, 
And daily thanks. I chiefly who enjoy 
So ferr the happier Lot, enjoying thee 
Preeminent by fo much odds, while thou 
Like confort to thy felf canft no where find. 
That day 1 oft remember, when from fleep 
I firft awak't, and found my felf repos'd 
Under a fhade on flours, much wondring where 
And what I was, whence thither brought, and how. 
Not diftant far from thence a murmuring found 
Of waters iflii'd from a Cave and Ipread 
Into a Uauid Plain, then ftood unmov'd 
Pure as m' ezpanle of Heav'n ; I thither went 
With unexpenenc't thought, and laid me downe 
On the green bank, to look into the cleer 
Smooth Lake, that to me feemd another Skie. 
As I bent down to look, juft oppofite, 
A Shape within the watry gleam appeerd 
Bending to look on mc, I ftartcd back, 
It ftarted back, hut plcasd I foon rcturnd, 
Pleas'd it rcturnd as foon with anfwcring looks 
Of fympathie and love, there 1 had iixt 
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Mine eyes till now, and pin'd with vain define, 
Had not a voice thus warnd me. What thou feeft. 
What there thou feeft fair Creature is thy felf^ 
With thee it came and goes : but follow me, 
470 And I will bring thee where no (hadow ilaies 
Thy coming, and thy foft imbraces, hee 
Whofe image thou ut, him thou ihall enjoy 
Infeparablie thine> to him (halt beare 
Multitudes like thy ielf» and thence be caird 
Mother of human Race : what could I doe. 
But follow ftrait, invifibly thus led ? 
Till I efpi'd thee, fair indeed and tall. 
Under a Platan, yet methought lefs faire, 
Lefs winning foft, lefs amiablte milde, 
480 Then that fmooth watry image; back I turnd. 
Thou following cr\'d'ft aloud. Return fair Evey 
Whom fli'ft thou? whom thou fli'ft, of him thou art. 
His flefti, his bone; to give thee being I lent 
Out of my fide to thee, ncercft my heart 
Subftantial Life, to have thee Uy my fide 
Henceforth an individual folacc dear ; 
Part of my Soul I feek thee, and thee claim 
My other half: with that thy gende hand 
Seifd mine, I yeilded, and from that time fee 
490 How beauty is excelld by manly grace 
And wifdom, which alone is truly fiiir. 

So fpake our general Mother, and with eyes 
Of conjugal attraction unreprov'd. 
And meek furrender, half imbracing leand 
On our firft Father, half her fwelling Breaft 
Naked met his under the flowing Gold 
Of her loofe treiTes hid : he in delight 
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Both of her Beauty and fubmiflive Charms 

Smil'd with fuperior Love, as 'Jupiter 

On 'Juno fmiles, when he impregns the Clouds 

That {hcd May Flowers ; and prefs'd her Matron lip 

With luiTes pure : afide the Devil turnd 

For envie, yet with jealous leer maligne 

Ey'd diem askance, and to himfelf thus plaind. 

Sight hateful, fight tormenting ! thus thefe two 
Imparadis't in one anothers arms 
The happier Rderiy (hall enjoy thir fill 
Of blift on blifs, while I to Hell am thru (I, 
Where neither joy nor love» but fierce deiire. 
Among our other torments not the leaft, 
Still unfulfill'd with pain of longing pines; 
Yet let me not forget what I have gain'd 
From thir own mouths ; all is not theirs it feems : 
One fatal Tree there (lands of Knowledge call'd, 
Forbidden them to tafte : Knowledge forbidd'n ? 
Sufpicious, reafonlefs. Why fhould thir Lord 
Envie them that? can it be fin to know. 
Can it be death ? and do they onely ftand 
By Ignorance, is that thir happie ftate, 
The proof of thir obedience and thir fiuth ? 
O fair foundation laid whereon to build 
Thir ruine I Hence I will excite thir minds 
With more defire to know, and to rejcdt 
Envious commands, invented with defigne 
To keep them low whom knowledge might exalt 
Equal with Gods ; afpiring to be fuch. 
They tafte and die ; what likelier can enfue ? 
But firft with narrow fcarch I muft walk round 
This Garden, and no corner leave unfpi'd ; 
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530 A chance but chance may lead where I may meet 

Some wandring Spirit of Heav*n, by Fountain fide. 
Or in thick (hade retir'd, 6rom him to draw 
What further would be learnt. Live while ye may, 

Yet happie pair ; enjoy, till I return. 
Short pleafures, for long woes are to fucceed. 

So laying, his proud ftep he fcornful turn'd, 
But with fly circumfpcdlion, and began (roam. 
Through wood, through wafte, o're hil, o'rc dale his 
Mean while in utmoft Longitude, where Heav'n 
540 With Earth and Ocean meets, the fetting Sun 
Slowly defcended, and with right afpedt 
Againfl the eaflern Gate of Paradife 
Levdd his eevning Rayea : it was a Rock 
Of AlabUfter, pil'd up to the Clouds, 
Confpicuous fair, winding with one aicent 
Acceflible from Earth, one entrance high ; 
The reft was craggie cliff, that overhung 
Still as it rofe, impoffible to climbe. 
Betwixt thefe rockie Pillars Gabriel {at 
550 Chief of th' Angelic Guards, awaiting night ; 
About him exercis'd Heroic Games 
Th' unarmed Youth of Heav'n, but nigh at hand 
Celcftial Armourie, Shields, Helmes, and Spcarcs 
Hung high with Diamond flaming, and with Gold. 
Thither came IJr 'tely gliding through the Eeven 
On a Sun beam, fwift as a Ihooting Starr 
In Autumn thwarts the night, when vapors iir'd 
Imprefs the Air, and (hews the Mariner 
From what point of his Compais to beware 
560 Impetuous winds : he thus began in hafte. 

Gabrielt to thee thy courf by Lot hath giv*n 
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Charge and ftridt watch that to this happie place 
No evil thing approach or enter in ; 
This day at hignth of Noon came to my Spheare 
A Spirit, zealcMis, as he feem'd, to know 
More of th' Almighties works, and chiefly Man 
Gods lateft Image : I defcrih'd his way 
Bent all on fpeed, and markt his Aerie Gate ; 
But in the Mount that lies from Eden North, 
Where he firfl lighted, foon difcernd his looks 
Alien from Heav'n, with paflions foul obfcur'd : 
Mine eye purfu'd him flill, but under (hade 
Lofl: fight of him ; one of the banifht crew 
I fear, hath ventur'd from the deep, to raifc 
New troubles; him thy care muft be to find. 

To whom the winged Warriour thus returnd : 
Uriels no wonder if thy perfet fight. 
Amid the Suns bright circle where thou fitft, 
Sec farr and wide : in at this Gate none pafs 
The vigilance here plac't, but fuch as come 
Well known from Heav'n ; and fince Meridian hour 
No Creature thence : if Spirit of other fort. 
So minded, have oreleapt thefe earthie bounds 
On purpofe, hard thou knowft it to exclude 
Spiritual fubftancc with corporeal barr. 
But if within the circuit of thefe walks 
In whatfoever ihape he lurk, of whom 
Thou telft, by morrow dawning I (hall know. 

So promis'd hee, and Vriel to his charge 
Returnd on that bright beam, whofc point now raisd 
Bore him flope downward to the Sun now fall'n 
Beneath th* j^zores ; whither the prime Orb, 
Incredible how fwift, had thither rowl'd 
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Diurnal, or this lefs volubil Earth 
By fhorter flight to th' Eaft, had left him there 
Arraying with reflected Purple and Gold 
The Clouds that on his Weftern Throne attend .* 
Now came Hill Eevning on, and Twilight gray 
Had in her fober Liverie all things clad ; 
600 Silence accompanicdt for Beaft ami Bird» 

They to thir graffie Couch, thefe to thir Nefts 
Were flunk, tul but the wakeful Nightingale; 
She all night long her amorous defcant fung ; 
Silence was pleas*d : now glow*d the Firmament 
With living Saphirs : Hejperus that led 
The ftarrie Hoft, rode brighteft, till the Moon 
Rifing in clouded Majeftie, at length 
Apparent Queen unvaild her peerlefs light, 
And o're the dark her Silver Mantle threw. 
610 When Adam thus to Eve: Fair Confort, th* hour 
Of night, and all things now retir'd to reft 
Mind us of like repofe, fince God hath fet 
Labour and reft, as day and night to men 
Succeflive, and the timely dew of deep 
Now falline with foft (lumbrotts weight Inclines 
Our eye-li£ ; other Creatures aJl day long 
Rove idle unimploid, and left need reft ; 
Man hath his daily work of body or mind 
Appointed, which declares his Dignitie, 
620 And the regard of Heav'n on all his waies ; 
While other Animals unadive range. 
And of thir doings God takes no account. 
To morrow ere frefti Morning ftreak the Eaft 
With firft approach of light, we muft be rts'n, 
And at our pleafant labour, to reform 
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Yon flourie Arbors, yonder Allies green, 
Our walks at noon, with branches overgrown. 
That mock our fcant manuring, and require 
More hftncb then ours to lop thir wantoii growth : 
Thofe Bloflbms alfo, and thofe dropping Gumms, 
That lie beftrowne unfightly and ummoodi, 
Aik riddance, if we mean to tread with eafe ; 
Mean while, as Nature wills, Night bids us reft. 

To whom thus Eve with perfet beauty adomd. 
My Author and Difpofer, what thou bidft 
Unargu'd I obey ; fo God ordains, 
God is thy Law, thou mine : to know no more 
Is womans happieft knowledge and her praife. 
With thee converfing I forget all time, 
All feafons and thir change, all pleafe alike. 
Sweet is the breath of morn, her riling fweet, 
With charm of earlieft Birds ; plcafant the Sun 
When firfl on this delightful Land he fpreads 
His orient Beams, on herb» tree, fruit, and flour, 
Gliilring with dew ; firagrant the ferttl earth 
After foft ibowers ; and fweet the comine on 
Of grateful Eevning milde, then filent Night 
Wim this her folemn Bird and this fair Moon, 
And thefe the Gemms of Heav'n, her ftarrie train : 
But neither breath of Morn when ihe afcends 
With charm of earlieft Birds, nor rifing Sun 
On this delightful land, nor herb, fruit, floure, 
Gliftring with dew, nor fragrance after fhowers. 
Nor grateful Evening mild, nor filent Night 
With this her folemn Bird, nor walk by Moon, 
Or glittering Starr-light without thee is fweet. 
But wherfore all ni&ht long (hine thefe, for whom 
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This glorious fight, when llcep hath fhut all eyes ? 

To whom our general Anccftor repli'd. 
Daughter of God and Man, accomplifht Eve^ 
Thofe have thir courfe to finifti, round the Earth, 
By morrow Eevning, and from Land to Land 
In order, though to Nations yet unborn, 
Miniftring light prepar'd, they fet and rife ; 
Leafl totu darknefs (hould by Night regaine 
Her old pofleflion, and extinguifh life 
In Nature and all things, which thefe foft fires 
Not only enlighten, but with kindly heate 
Of various influence foment and warme, 
Temper or nourifh, or in part fhed down 
Thir ftellar vcrtiic on all kinds that grow 
On Earth, made hereby apter to receive 
Perfection from the Suns more potent Ray. 
Thefe then, though unbcheld in deep of night, 
Shine not in vain, nor think, though men were none. 
That heav'n would want fpedtators, God want praife ; 
Millions of fpiritual Creatures walk the Earth 
Unfeen, both when we wake, and when we deep : 
All thefe with ceaflefi praife his works behold 
Both day and night : how often from the fleep 
Of echoing Hill or Thicket have we heard 
Celeftial voices to the midnight air, 
Sole, or refponfive each to others note 
Singing thir great Creator : oft in bands 
While they keep watch, or nightly rounding walk 
With Heav'nly touch of inftrumental founds 
In full harmonic number joind, thir fongs 
Divide the night, and lift our thoughts to Heaven. 

Thus talking hand in hand alone theypafs'd 
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On to thir blifsful Bovver ; it was a place 
Chos'n by the fovran Planter, when he fram'd 
All things to mans delightful ufc ; the roofe 
Of thickeft covert was inwoven (hade 
Laurel and Mirtle, and what higher grew 
Of firm and fragrant leaf ; on cither fide 
Acanthust and each odorous buihie (hrub 
Fenc'd up the verdant wall ; each beauteous flour, 
IHf all hues, Rofes, and Geflamin (wrought 
Rear'd high thir flourifht heads between, and 
Mofaic; underfoot the Violet, 700 
Crocus, and Hyacinth with rich inlay (ftone 
Broiderd the ground, more coloured then with 
Of coftlieft Emblem : other Creature here 
Beaft, Bird, Infedt, or Worm durft enter none ; 
Such was thir awe of man. In (hadier Bower 
More facred and fequefterd, though but feignd. 
Pan or Sihanus never flept, nor Nymph, 
Nor Faunus haunted. Here in clofe recefs 
With Flowers, Garlands, and fweet-fmelling Herbs 
Efpoufed Eve deckt firft her Nuptial Bed, 710 
And heav'nly Quires the Hymenaean fung, 
What day the genial Angel to our Sire 
Brought her in naked beauty more adom'd. 
More lovely then Pandora, whom the Gods 
Endowd with all thir gtfb, and O too like 
In fad event, when to the unwifer Son 
Of Japhet brought by Hermes, (he enfnar'd 
Mankind with her faire looks, to be aveng'd 
On him who had ftole Joves authentic fire. 

Thus at thir fhadie Lodge arriv'd, both ilood, 720 
fioth turnd, and under op'n Skie ador'd 
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The God that made both Skie, Air, Earth 6c Heav'n 
Which they beheld, the Moons refplendent Globe 
And ftarrie Pole : Thou alfo mad' ft the Night, 
Maker Omnipotent, and thou the Day, 
Which we in our appointed work imployd 
Have iini{ht happie in our mutual help 
And mutual love, the Crown of all our blifi 
Ordain'd by thee, and this delicious place 
For us too large, where thy abundance wants 
Partakers, and uncropt falls to the ground. 
But thou had promis'd from us two a Race 
To fill the Earth, who (hall with us extoU 
Thy goodneis infinite, both when we wake, 
And when we feek, as now, thy gift of fleep. 

This faid unanimous, and other Rites 
Oblerving none, but adoration pure 
Which God likes beft, into thir inmoft bower 
Handed they went ; and eas'd the putting off 
Thefe troublefom difguifes which wee wear. 
Strait lide by fide were laid, nor turnd I weene 
yidam from his fair Spoufe, nor Eve the Rites 
Myfterious of connubial Love refus'd : 
Whatever Hypocrites aufterely talk 
Of Duritie and place and innocence^ 
Deraming as impure what God declares 
Pure, and commands to fom, leaves free to all. 
Our Maker bids increafe, who bids abf^ain 
But our Dedroyer, foe to God and Man? 
Haile wedded Love, myfterious Law, true fourfe 
Of human ofspring, fole proprietie, 
In Paradife of all things common elfe. 
By thee adulterous luii was driv'n from men 
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Among the beftial herds to raunge, by thee 

Founded in Reafon, Loyal, Juft, and Pure^ 

Relations dear, and all the Charities 

Of Father, Son, and Brother ifirft were known. 

Farr be it, that I (hould write thee fin or blame, 

Or think thee unbefitting holiefl place, 

Perpetual Fountain of Domeftic fweets, 

Wholfe Bed is undefil'd and chafl pronounc't, 

Prefent, or paft, as Saints and Patriarchs us'd. 

Here Ix>Te his golden (hafts imploies, here lights 

His conftant Lamp, and waves his purple win^. 

Reigns here and revels ; not in the bought fnule 

Of Harlots, lovelefe, joylefs, unindeard, 

Cafual firuitton, nor in Court Amours 

Mixt Dance, or wanton Mask, or Midnight Bal» 

Or Serenate, which the ftarv'd Lover fings 

To his proud fair, befl quitted with difdain. 

Thcfe lulld by Nightingales imbraceing flept^ 

And on thir naked limbs the flourie roof 

Showrd Rofes, which the Morn rcpair'd. Sleep on, 

Blefl pair ; and O yet happiefl if ye feek 

No happier ilate, and know to know no more. 

Now had night meafur'd with her fliaddowie Cone 
Half way up Hill this vaft Sublunar Vault, 
And from thir Ivorie Port the Cherubim 
Forth ifluiofl; at th' accuftomd hour flood armd 
To thir night watches in warlilce Parade, 
When Gabriel to his next in power thus fpake. 

Vxziely half thefe draw off, and coaft the South 
With ilri^efl watch ; thefe other wheel the North, 
Our circuit meets full Wefl. As flame they part 
Half wheeling to the Shield, half to the Spear. 
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From thefe, two ftrong and futtle Spirits he calld 
That neer him ftood, and gave them thus in charge. 
It bur ie I and Zephon, with wingd fpeed 

790 Search through this Garden, leav unfearcht no nook, 
But chiefly where thofe two fair Creatures Lodge, 
Now laid perhaps afleep fecure of harme. 
This Eevnine from the Sun's decline arriv'd 
Who tells of Tom infernal Spirit feen 
Hitherward bent (who could have thought?) e- 
The barrs of Hell, on errand bad no doubt : (fcap'd 
Such where ye find, feife faft, and hither bring. 

So faying, on he led his radiant Files, 
Daz'ling the Moon ; thcfc to the Bower diredt 

800 In fearch of whom they fought : him there they 
Squat like a Toad, clofe at the eare of Efoe i (found 
AfTaying by his Devilifh art to reach 
The Organs of her Fancic , and with them forge 
Illufions as he lift, Phantafms and Dreams, 
Or if, infpiring venom, he might taint 
Th' animal Spirits that from pure blood arife 
Like gentle breaths from Rivers pure, thence raiie 
At lean diflemperd, difcontented thoughts. 
Vain hopes, vain aimes, inordinate de&es 

38 1 Blown up with high conceits ingendring pride. 
Him thus intent Ithuriel with his Spear 
Touch'd lightly ; for no £dfhood can endure 
Touch of Celeftial temper, but returns 
Of force to its own likenefs.- up he ftarts 
Difcoverd and furpriz'd. As whtn a fpark 
Lights on a heap of nitrous Powder, laid 
Fit for the Tun fom Magazin to (lore 
Againft ^ rumord Warr, the Smuttie graine 
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With fudden blaze ditfus'd, inflames the Aire : 
So ftarted up in his own (hape the Fiend. 
Back ftept thofe two fair Angels half amaz'd 
So fudden to behold the grieflie King ; 
Yet thus, unmovd with fear, accoft him foon. 

Which of thofe rebel! Sfurits adjudged to Hell 
Com'ft thou, efcap'd thy prifon, and transform'd. 
Why fatft thou liKc an enemie in waite 
Here watching at the head of thefe that fleep ? 

Know ye not then faid Satan^ filld with icom. 
Know ye not me ? ye knew me once no mate 
For you, there fitting where ye durft not foare; 
Not to know mee argues your felves unknown. 
The loweft of your throng ; or if ye know^ 
Why ask ye, and fuperfluous begin 
Your mcffagc, like to end as much in vain ? 
To whom thus Zephotiy anfwering fcorn with fcorn. 
Think not, revolted Spirit, thy fliape the fame. 
Or undiminilht brightnefs, to be known 
As when thou ftoodft in Heav*n upright and pure ; 
That Glorie then, when thou no more wad good, 
Departed from thee, and thou refembFil now 
Thy fin and place of doom obfcure and fbule. 
But come, for thou, befure, (halt give account 
To him who fent us, whofe charge is to keep 
This place inviolable, and thefe from harm. 

So fpake the Chenibe, and his grave rebuke 
Severe in youthful beautie, added grace 
Invincible : abafht the Devil flood. 
And felt how awful goodnefs is, and faw 
Vertue in her ihapc how lovly, faw, and pin'd 
His lofs ; but chieliy to find here obfervd 
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His luftre viiibly impar'd ; yet feemd 
Undaunted. If I muft oontend« £ud he^ 
Bed with the beft» the Sender not the ient. 

Or all at once ; more gloria will be wonn, 
Or lefs be loft. Thy fear, faid Zephon bold. 
Will fave us trial what the lead can doe 
Single againft thee wicked, and thence weak. 

The Fiend repli*d not, overcome with rage; 
But like a proud Steed reind, went hautie on, 
Chaumping his iron curb : to drive or flic 
He held it vain ; awe from above had quclld 
His heart, not elfe difmai'd. Now drew they nigh 
The weftern point , where thofc half-rounding 
Juft met, & cloiing flood in fquadron joind (guards 
Awaiting next command. To whom thir Chief 
Gabriel &om the Front thus calld aloud. 

O friends, I hear the tread of nimble feet 
Hafting this way, and now by glimps difbeme 
Ithuriei TiTid. Zipbon through the (haide. 
And with them comes a Uiird of Regal port. 
But faded fplendor wan ; who by his gate 
And fierce demeanour feems the Prince of Hell, 
Not likely to part hence without conteft ; 
Stand firm, for in his look defiance lours. 

He fcarce had ended, when thole two approachd 
And brief related whom they brought, wher found, 
How bufied, in what form and pofturc coucht. 

To whom with flern regard thus Gabriel fpakc. 
Why hafl thou, Satan, broke the bounds prefcrib'd 
To thy tranfgreffions, and difturbd the charge 
Of others, who approve not to tranferels 
By thy example, but have power and right 

To 
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To queftion thy bold entrance on this place ; 
Imploi'd it feems to violate fleep, and thofe 
Whofe dwelling God hath planted here in blifs f 

To whom thus Saian with contemptuous brow. 
Gahrtelt thou hadft in Heav'n th' efteem of wife. 
And fuch I held thee ; but this queftion aikt 
Puts me in doubt. Lives ther who loves his pain ? 
Who would not, finding way, break loofe from Hell, 890 
Though thither doomd ? Thou wouldft thy felf, no 
And boldly venture to whatever place (doubt, 
Fartheft from pain, where thou mightil hope to 
Torment with eafe, & fooneft recompence (change 
Dole with delight, which in this place I fought; 
To thee no rcalon ; who knowft only good. 
But evil haft not tri'd : and wilt objcdt 
His will who bound us ? let him furer barr 
His Iron Gates, if he intends our flay 
In that dark durance : thus much what was askt. 900 
The reft is true, they found me where they fay ; 
But that implies not violence or harme. 

Thus hee in fcom. The warlike Angel mov'd, 
DiidainfuUy half fmiling thus repli'd. 
O lofs of one in Heav*n to judge of wife, 
Since Satan fell, whom follie overthrew. 
And now returns him from his prifon fcap't, 
Gravely in doubt whether to hold them wife 
Or not, who ask what boldnefs brought him hither 
Unlicenc't from his bounds in Hell prefcrib'd; 910 
So wife he judges it to fly from pain 
However, and to fcape his puniftiment. 
So judge thou ftill, prefumptuous, till the wrauth. 
Which thou incurr'ft by flying, meet thy flight 
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Seavenfold, and fcourge that wildom back to Hell, 
Which taught thee yet no better, that no pain 
Can equal anger infinite provok't. 
But wherefore thou alone ? wherefore with thee 
Came not all Hell broke loofe ? is pain to them 
Lefs pain, lefs to be fled, or thou then they 
Lefs hardie to endure I courageous Chie( 
The firft in flight from pain, had'ft thou alleg'd 
To thy deferted hoft this caufe of flight, 
Thou furely hadft not come fole fugitive. 

To which the Fiend thus anfwerd fh)Wning ilern. 
Not that I lefs endure, or (brink from pain, 
Infulting Angel, well thou knowft I ftood 
Thy fierceft, when in Battel to thy aide 
The blading volicd Thunder made all speed 
And feconded thy elfe not dreaded Spear. 
But ftill thy words at random, as before. 
Argue thy inexperience what behooves 
From hard aflaies and ill fuccelTes paft 
A faithful Leader, not to hazard all 
Through wayes of danger by himfelf untri'd. 
I therefore, I alone hrft undertook 
To wing the defolate Ahyfs» and (j)ie 
This new created World, whereof in Hell 
Fame is not filent, here in hope to find 
Better abode, and my afliided Powers 
To fettle here on Earth, or in mid Aire ; 
Though for poiTeiTion put to try once more 
What thou and thy gay Legions dare againft ; 
Whofe eafier bulinels were to fervc thir Lord 
High up in Heav'n, with fongs to hymne his Throne, 
And prac^is'd didances to cringe, not fight. 

To 
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To whom the vvarriour Angel foon repli'd. 
To fay and ftrait unfay, pretending firft 
Wife to flie pain, profefling next the Spie, 
Argues no Leader, but a lyar trac't, 9 
Saten^ and couldft thou faithful add ? O name, 
O faorcd name of fiuthfulneis profan'd ! 
Faithful to whom ? to thy rebellious crew ? 
Armie of Fiends, fit body to fit head ; 
Was this your difcipline and faith ingag'd. 
Your military obedience, to diflblve 
Allegeance to th' acknowledg'd Power fupream ? 
And thou fly hypocrite, who now wouldft feem 
Patron of hberty, who more then thou 
Once fawn'd, and cring'd, and fervilly ador'd 960 
Heav'ns awful Monarch ? wherefore but in hope 
To difpoflefs him, and thy felf to reigne ? 
But mark what I arreede thee now, avant ; 
Flie thither whence thou fledft : if from this houre 
Within thefe hallowd limits thou appeer, 
Back to th' infernal pit I drag thee chaind. 
And Seale thee fo, as henceforth not to fcome 
The facil gates of hell too (lightly barrd. 

So thream'd heet but Saian to no threats 
Gave heed, but waxing more in rage replied. 970 

Then when I am thy captive talk of chaines. 
Proud limitarie Cherube, but ere then 
Farr heavier load thy felf expedl to feel 
From my prevailing arme, though Heavens King 
Ride on thy wings, and thou with thy Compeers, 
Us'd to the yoak, draw'ft his triumphant wheels 
In progrefs through the rode of Heav'n Star-pav'd. 

While thus he fpake, th* Angelic Squadron bright 
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Turnd fierie red, iharpning in mooned homes 
980 Thir Phalanx, and began to hemm him round 
With ported Spears, as thick as when a field 
Of Ceres ripe for harveft waving bends 
Her bearded Grove of cars, which way the wind 
Swayes them ; the careful Plowman doubting ftands 
Leaft on the thre(bing floore his hopeful (heaves 
Prove chaff. On th' other fide Satan allarm'd 
ColleAing all his might dilated ftood. 
Like 7eneriff or Atlas unremov'd : 
His ftaturc reacht the Skie, and on his Cred 
990 Sat horror Plum'd ; nor wanted in his grafpe 

What feemd both Spear and Shield : now dreadful 
Might have enfu'd, nor onely Paradife (deeds 
In this commotion, but the Starrie Cope 
Of Heav'n perhaps, or all the Elements 
At leaft had gon to rack, difturbd and torne 
With violence of this conflict, had not foon 
Th* Eternal to prevent fuch horrid fray 
Hung forth in licav'n his golden Scales, yet fcen 
Betwixt AJirca and the Scorpion figne, 
1 000 Wherein all things created firft he weighd, 

The pendulous round Earth with ballanc't Aire 
In oounterpoife, now ponders all events^ 
BatCds ana Realms : in thefe he put two weights 
The fequel each of parting and of fight ; 
The latter quick up flew, and kickt the beam ; 
Which Gabriel fpying, thus befpake the Fiend. 

Satan, I know thy ftrength, and thou knowftmine, 
Neither our own but giv*n ; what follie then 
To boaft what Arms can doc, fmce thine no more 
I o I o Then Heav'n permits, nor mine, though doubld now 

To 
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To trample thee as mire : for proof look, up. 
And read thy Lot in yon celeilial Sign (weak, 
MHiere thou art weigh'd» & (hown how light, how 
If thou refift. The Fiend lookt up and knew 
His mounted fcale aloft : nor more ; hut fled 
Murmuring, and with him fled the (hades of night. 




• 

The End of the Fourth Book. 
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Sjt^K^^Ow Morn her rofie fteps in th' Eaftem 

^^^^y Advancing, fow'd the Earth with 

P ^iftvfS Orient Pearle, 
IfiFtrftWiifr^iil When ji^am wak't, fo cuftomd, for 

his fleep 

Was Aerie light, from pure digeftion bred, 
And temperat vapors bland, which th' only found 
Of leaves and fuming rills, Aurora's fan, 
Lightly difpers'dy and the (hrill Matin Song 
Of Binb on every bough ; fo mudi the more 
Hit wonder was to find unwak'nd Eve 
With Treflcs difcompos'd, and glowing Chedc, 
As dirough unquiet reft : he on his fide 
Leaning half-rais'd, with looks of cordial Love 
Hung over her enamour'd, and beheld 
Beautie, which whether waking or afleep» 

Shot 
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Shot forth peculiar Graces ; then with voice 
Milde, as when Zephyrus on Flora breathes, 
Her hand foft touching, whifperd thus. Awake 
My faireil, my efpous'd, my lateft found, 
Heay'ns Idl beft gift, my ever new delight. 
Awake, the morning fliines, and the fre(h field 
Calls 1U9 we lofe the primey to mark how fpring 
Our tended Plants, how blows the Citron Grove^ 
What drops the Myrrhe, & what the balmie Reed, 
How Nature paints her colours, how the Bee 
Sits on the Bloom eztra(fting liquid fweet. 

Such whifpering wak'd her, but with flartl'd eye 
On Adam^ whom imbracing, thus (he fpake. 

O Sole in whom my thoughts find all repofe. 
My Gloric, my Perfection, glad I fee 
Thy face, and Morn return'd, for I this Night, 
Such night till this I never pafs'd, have dreara'd. 
If dream'd, not as I oft am wont, of thee, 
Works of day pafs't, or morrows next defigne, 
But of offence and trouble, which my mind 
Knew never till this irkibm night ; methoueht 
Clofe at mine ear one call'd me forth to wa& 
With gentle voice, I thought it thine ; it faid. 
Why fleepft thou Rve ? now is the pleafant time, 
The cool, the filent, fave where filence yields 
To the night-warbling Bird, that now awake 
Tunes fweeteft his love-labor'd fong; now reignes 
Full Orb'd the Moon, and with more pleafmg light 
Shadowie fets off the face of things ; in vain. 
If none regard ; Heav'n wakes with all his eyes. 
Whom to behold but thee. Natures defire. 
In whofe fight all things joy, with ravi(hment 
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Attradtcd by thy beauty ftill to gaze. 
I rofe as at thy call, but found thee not ; 
To find thee I diredted then my walk ; 
50 And on, methought, alone I pals'd through ways 
That brought me on a fudden to the Tree 
Of interdidted Knowledge : fair it feem'd, 
Much fairer to my Fancie then by day : 
And as I wondring lookt» befide it flood 
One (hap'd & wing'd like one of thofe from Heav'n 
By us on feen ; his dewte locks difttll'd 
Ambrofia ; on that Tree he alfo gaz'd ; 
And O fidr Plant» faid he» with fruit furcharg'd. 
Deigns none to eafe thy load and tafte thy fvvcet, 
60 Nor Gody nor Man ; is Knowledge fo defpis'd \ 
Or en vie, or what referve forbids to tafte*? 
Forbid who will, none (hall from me withhold 
Longer thy offerd good, why elfe fet here ? 
This faid he paus'd not, but with vcntrous Armc 
He pluckt, he tafted ; mee damp horror chil'd 
At luch bold words voucht with a deed fo bold ; 
But he thus overjoy *d, O Fruit Divine, 
Sweet of thy felf, but much more fweet thus cropt, 
Forbidd'n here, it feems, as onely fit 
70 For Gods, yet able to make Gods of Men : 

And why not Gods of Men, fince good, the more 
Communicated, more abundant growes. 
The Author not impair'd, but honourd more ? 
Here, happie Creature, ^r Angelic M/oe^ 
Partake thou alfo ; happie though thou art, 
Happier thott mayft be, worthier canil not be : 
Tafte this, and be henceforth among the Gods 
Thy felf a Goddeis, not to Earth confind. 

But 
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But fomtimes in the Air, as wee, fomtimes 
Afcend to Heav'n, by merit thine, and fee 
What life the Gods Hvc there, and fuch live thou. 
So faying, he drew nigh, and to me held, 
Even to my mouth of that fame fruit held part 
Which he had pluckt ; the plealant favourie fmell 
So quick'nd appetite, that I, methought, 
Cotud not but tafte. Forthwith up to the Clouds 
With him I flew, and underneath beheld 
The Earth outftretcht immenfe, a profped wide 
And various : wondring at my flignt and change 
To this high exaltation ; fuddenly 90 
My Guide was gon, and I, me thought, funk down. 
And fell afleep ; but O how glad I wak'd 
To find this but a dream ! Thus Eve her Night 
Related, and thus Adam anfvverd fad. 

Bed Image of my felf and dearer half, 
The trouble of thy thoughts this night in fleep 
Affects me equally ; nor can 1 like 
This uncouth dream, of evil fprung I fear; 
Yet evil whence ? in thee can harbour none. 
Created pure. But know that in the Soule 
Are many lefler Faculties that ferve 
Reafon as chief; among thefe Fanfie next 
Her office holds ; of all external things. 
Which the five watchful Senfes reprefent. 
She forms Imaginations, Aerie (hapes, 
Which Reafon joyning or disjoyning, frames 
All what we affirm or what deny, and call 
Our knowledge or opinion ; then retires 
Into her private Cell when Nature refts. 
Oft in her abfence mimic Fanfie wakes 
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To imitate her ; but misjoyning (hapes, 
Wilde work produces oft, and moft in dreams, 
111 matching words and deeds long paft or late. 
Som fuch relemblanccs mcthinks I find 
Of our laft Eevnings talk, in this thy dream. 
But with addition ftrange ; yet be not fad. 
Evil into the mind of God or Man 
May come and go, fo unapprov'd, and leave 
No fpot or blame behind : Which gives me hope 
120 That what in fleep thou didft abhorr to dream. 
Waking thou never wilt confent to do. 
Be not dilheart'nd then, nor cloud thofe looks 
That wont to be more chearful and ferene 
Then when fair Morning firfl fmiles on the World, 
And let us to our frefh imployments rife 
Among the Groves, the Fountains, and the Flours 
That open now thir choiceft bofom'd fmells 
Refervd from night, and kept for thee in ftore. 
So cheard he his fair Spoufe, and ihe was cheard, 
130 But filcntly a gentle tear let fall 

From either eye, and wip'd them with her haire; 
Two other precious drops that ready ftood, 
Each in thir chryftal fluce, hee ere they fell 
Kifs'd as the gracious figns of fwcct remorfe 
And pious awe, that feard to have offended. 

So all was cleard, and to the Field thev hafte. 
But firft from under fliadie arborous roo/. 
Soon as they forth were come to open fight 
Of day-fpring, and the Sun, who icarce up rifen 
140 With wheels yet hov'ring o're the Ocean brim. 
Shot paralel to the earth his dewie ray, 
Difcovering in wide Lantskip all the Eaft 

Of 
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Of Paradife and Rdem happie Plains, 

Lowly they bow'd adoring, and began 

Thir Orifons, each Morning duly paid 

In various ftyle, for neither various ftyle 

Nor holy rapture wanted they to praife 

Thir Maker, in fit ftrains pronounc't or fung 

Unmeditated, fuch prompt eloquence 

Flowd from thir lips, in Profe or numerous Verfe, 

More tuneable then needed Lute or Harp 

To add more fweetnefs, and they thus began. 

Thefe are thy glorious works. Parent of good, 
Almightie, thine this univerfal Frame, 
Thus wondrous fair ; thy felf how wondrous then I 
Unfpeakable, who fitft above thefe Heavens 
To us invifible or dimly feen 
In thefe thy loweft works, yet thefe declare 
Thy goodnefs beyond thought, and Power Divine i 
Speak ycc who beft can tell, ye Sons of light. 
Angels, for yee behold him, and with fongs 
And choral fymphonics, Day without Night, 
Circle his Throne rejoycing, yee in Heav'n, 
On Earth joyn all yee Creatures to extoll 
Him firft, him laft, him midft, and without end. 
Faireft of Starrs, laft in the train of Night, 
If better thou belong not to the dawn. 
Sure pledge of day, that crownft the fmiling Morn 
With thy bright Circlet, praife him in thy Spheare 
While day arifes, that fweet hour of Prime. 
Thou Sun, of this great World both Eye and Soule, 
Acknowledge him thy Greater, found his praife 
In thy eternal courfc, both when thou climb'ft, 
And when high Noon haftgaind, & when thou fallft. 

0^2 Moon, 
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Moon, that now mcctft the orient Sun, now fii'ft 
With the fixt Starrs, hxt in thir Orb that flies, 
And yec five other wandring Fires that move 
In myftic Dance not without Song, refound 
His praife, who out of Darknefs call'd up Light. 
1 80 Aire, and ye Elements the eldeft birth 

Of Natures Womb, that in quaternion run 
Perpetual Circle, multiform ; and mix 
And nourifli all things, let your ceaflefi change 
Varie to our great Maker ftill new praife. 
Ye Miib and Exhalations that now rife 
From Hill or (learning Lake, dufkle or grey, 
Till the Sun paint your fleecie skirts with Gold, 
In honour to the Worlds great Author rife. 
Whether to deck with Clouds the uncolourd fkie, 
190 Or wet the thirftie Earth with falling Ihowers, 
Rifmg or falling ftill advance his praife. 
His praife ye W inds, that from four Quarters blow, 
Breath foft or loud ; and wave your tops, yc Pines, 
With every Plant, in iign of Worihip wave. 
Fountains and yee, that warble, as yc flow. 
Melodious murmurs, warbling tune his praife. 
Joyn voices all ye living Souls, ye Birds, 
That finging up to Heaven Gate afcend» 
Bear on your wings and in your notes bis praife ; 
200 Yee that in Waters glide, and yee that walk 
The Earth, and (lately tread, or lowly creep ; 
Witncfs if I be filent. Morn or Eeven, 
To Hill, or Valley, Fountain, or frefh (hade 
Made vocal by my Song, and taught his praife. 
Hail univerfal Lord, be bounteous ftill 
To give us onely good ; and if the night 

Have 
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Have gathered aught of evil or conceald, 
Dilperfe it, as now hght difpels the dark. 

So pray'd they innocent, and to thir thoughts 
Firm peace recoverd Toon and wonted cahn. 210 
On to thir mornings rural work they hafle 
Among fweet dewes and floun; where any row 
Of Fruit-trees overwoodie reachd too farr 
Thir pamperd boughes, and needed hands to check 
Fniitleis imbraces : or they led the Vine 
To wed her Elm ; ibe fpous'd about him twines 
Her mariageahle arms, and with her brings 
Her dowr th' adopted Cluders, to adorn 
His barren leaves. Them thus imploid beheld 
With pittie Heav*ns high King, and to him caJl'd 220 
Raphaely the fociable Spirit, that deign'd 
To travel with Tobias^ and fccur'd 
His marriage with the feaventimes-wedded Maid. 

Kaphaely faid hee, thou hear'ft what ftir on Earth 
Satan from Hell fcap't through the darkfom Gulf 
Hath raifd in Paradilc, and how difturbd 
This night the human pair, how he defignes 
In them at once to ruin all mankind. 
Go therefore, half this day as friend mth friend 
Converfe with Adam^ in what Bowre or fhade 230 
Thou find'ft him from the heat of Noon retir'd. 
To refpit his day-labour with repaft, 
Or with repofe ; and fuch difcourfe bring on» 
As may advife him of his happie ftate, 
Happinefs in his power left free to will, 
Left to his own free Will, his Will though free. 
Yet mutable ; whence warne him to beware 
He fwerve not too fecure : tell him withall 

His 
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His danger, and from whom, what enemie ' 
240 Late falln himfelf from Heav'n, is plotting now 
The fall of others from like ftate of bliis ; > 
By violence, no, for that (hall be withftood. 
But by deceit and lies ; this let him know, 
Leaft wilfully tranfgreffing he pretend 
Surprifal, unadmoni(ht, unfbrewarnd. 

So fpake th* Eternal Father, and fuliUld 
All Juf^ice : nor delaid the winged Saint 
After his charge receivd ; but from among 
Thoufand Celcftial Ardors, where he flood 
250 Vaild with his gorgeous wings, up fpringing light 
Flew through the midft of Heav'n ; th' angelic Quires 
On each hand parting, to his fpeed gave way 
Through all th' Empyreal road ; till at the Gate 
Of Heav'n arriv'd, the gate felf-opend wide 
On golden Hinges turning, as by work 
Divine the fov'ran Archited had fram'd. 
From hence, no cloiid, or, to obftnid his (ight, 
Starr interpos'd, however fmall he fees. 
Not unconform to other fhining Globes, 
260 Earth and the Gard'n of God, with Cedars crownd 
Above all Hills. As when by night the Glafs 
Of GalileOy lefs aflur'd, obferves 
Imagind Lands and Regions in the Moon : 
Or Pilot from amidft the Cyclades 
Delos or Samos firft appeering kenns 
A cloudy fpot. Down thither prone in flight 
He fpeeds, and through the vaft Ethereal Skie 
Sailes between worlds & worlds, with fteddie wing 
Now on the polar windes, then with quick Fann 
270 Winnows the buxom Air ; till within foare 

Of 
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Of Towring Eagles, to all the Fowles he feems 
A Phcenix, gaz'd by all, as that fole Bird 
When to enflirine his reliqucs in the Sun's 
Bright Temple, to /Egyptian Theb's he flies. 
At once on th* Eaftern cliff of Paradife 
He lights, and to his proper ihape returns 
A Seraph wingd ; fix wings he wore, to (hade 
His lineaments Divine ; the pair that clad 
Each ihoulder broad, came mantling o're his breft 
With regal Ornament ; the middle pair 
Girt like a Starrie Zone his wafte, and round 
Skirted his loines and thighes with downic Gold 
And colours dipt in Heav'n ; the third his feet 
Shaddowd from either heelc with featherd maile 
Skie-tindtur'd grain. Like Maia*s fon he flood. 
And fhook his Plumes, that Heav'nly fragrance filld 
The circuit wide. Strait knew him all the fiands 
Of Angels under watch ; and to his flate. 
And to his meffage high in honour rife; 
For on fom mcllage high they guefsd him bound. 
Thir glittering Tents he pafsd, and now -is come 
Into the blifsful field, through Groves of Myrrhe, 
And flouring Odours, Caflia, Nard, and Balme ; 
A Wilderneu of fweets ; for Nature here 
Wantond as in her prime, and plaid at will 
Her Virgin Fancies, pouring forth more fwcct, 
Wilde above rule or Art ; enormous bliis. 
Him through the fpicie Forreft onward com 
Adam difcernd, as in the dore he fat 
Of his coole Bowre, while now the mounted Sun 
Shot down direct his fervid Raies to warme 
Earths inmoft womb, more warmth then Adam need ; 

And 
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And ¥.ve within, due at her hour prepar'd 

For dinner favourie fruits, of tafte to pleafe 

True appetite, and not difrelifh thirft 

Of nedtarous draughts between, from milkie dream, 

Berrie or Grape : to whom thus Adam call'd. 

Hafte hither £tv» and worth thy fight behold 
Eaftward among thofe Treee» what glorious ihape 

310 Comes this way moving ; feems another Mom 

Ris*n on mid-noon ; fom great beheft from Heav*n 
To us perhaps he brings, and will voutfafe 
This day to be our Gueft. But goe with fpeed, 
And what thy ilores contain, brin^ forth and poure 
Abundance, tit to honour and receive 
Our Heav'nly ftranger ; well we may afford 
Our givers tnir own gifts, and large beftow 
From large beftowd, where Nature multiplies 
Her fertil growth, and by disburd'ning grows 

320 More fruitful, which inftruds us not to fpare. 

To whom thus Rve, Adatriy earths hallowd mould. 
Of God infpir'd, fmall ftore will fervc, where flore, 
All feafons, ripe for ufe hangs on the ilalk. ; 
Save what by frufi;al ftoring Hrmnefs gains 
To nourifh, and uiperfluous moift confumes : 
But I will hafte and from each bough and break. 
Each Plant & jucieft Gourd will pluck fuch choice 
To entertain our Angel gueft, as nee 
Beholding lhall confeis that here on Earth 

330 God hath difpenft his bounties as in Heav'n. 
So faying, with difpatchful looks in hafte 
She turns, on hofpitable thoughts intent 
What choice to chufe for delicacie beft. 
What order, fo contrived as not to mix 

Taftes, I 
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Taftes, not well joynd, inelegant, but bring 
Tafte after tafle upheld with kindlieft change, 
Beftirs her then, and from each tender ilalk 
Whatever Earth all-bearing Mother yeilds 
In Tndla Eaft or Weft« or middle flioare 
In Pontus or the Punk Coaft, or where 
Akinous reicn'd, fruit of all kindes, in coate. 
Rough, or unooth rin'd, or bearded huik, or (hell 
She gatheria Tribute large, and on the board 
Heaps with unfparing hand; for drink the Grape 
She crushes, inofTenfive mouft, and meathes 
From many a berrie, and from fweet kernels preft 
She tempers dulcet creams, nor thefe to hold 
Wants her fit veflels pure, then ftrews the ground 
With Rofe and Odours from the rtirub unfum'd. 
Mean while our Primitive great Sire, to meet 
His god-like Gueft, walks forth, without more train 
Accompani'd then with his own compleat 
Perfediions, in himfelf was all his ftate. 
More folemn then the tedious pomp that waits 
Oft Princes, when thir rich Retinue long 
Of Hories led, and Grooms befmeard with Gold 
Dazles the croud, and fets them all agape. 
Neerer his prelence Adam though not awd. 
Yet with fubmiis approach and reverence meek. 
As to a fuperior Nature, bowing low. 

Thus iaid. Native of Heav n, for other place 
None can then Heav'n fuch glorious (hape contain; 
Since by defcending from the Thrones above, 
Thofe happie places thou haft deignd a while 
To want, and honour thefe, voutlafe with us 
Two onely, who yet by fov'ran gift poiTeis 
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I This fpacious ground, in yonder ftiadie Bowrc 
j To reft, and what the Garden choiccft bears 
To fit and tade, till this meridian heat 

370 Be over, and the Sun more ooole decline. 

Whom thus the Angelic Vertue anfwerd milde. 
Aiam^ I therefore came, nor art thoa fuch 
Created, or fuch place haft here to dwell. 
As may not oft invite, though Spirits of Heav'n 
To vifit thee ; lead on then where thy Bowre 
Orefhades; fbr thefe mid-hours, till Eevning rife 
I have at will. So to the Silvan Lodge 
They came, that like Pomona s Arbour fmil'd 
With flourets deck't and fragrant fmells ; but Erne 

380 Undeckt, fave with her felf more lovely fair 

Then Wood-Nymph, or the faireft Goddefs feign'd 
Of three that in Mount Ida naked ftrove, 
Stood to entertain her gueft from Heav'n ; no vaile 
Shee needed, Vertue-proof, no thought infirme 
Alterd her cheek. On whom the Angel Haile 
Beftowd, ^e holy falutation us'd 
Long after to bldl Marie^ fecond £vr. 

Haile Mother of Mankind, whofe fiiiitful Womb 
Shall fill the World more numerous with thy Sons 

390 Then with thefe various fhiits the Trees of God 
Have heap'd this Table. Rais'd of graffie tcrf 
Thir Table was, and moffie feats had round. 
And on her ample Square from fide to fide 
All Autumn pil'd, though Spring ^^6. Autumn here 
Danc'd hand in hand. A while difcourfe they hold; 
No fear left Dinner coole ; when thus began 
Our Authour. Heav'nly ftranger, pleafe to tafte 
Thefe bounties which our Nouriiher, from whom 

All 
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All perfet good unmeafur'd out, defcends, 

To us for rood and for delight hath caus'd 400 

The Earth to yeild ; unfavourie food perhaps 

To ^iritttal Natures ; only this I know. 

That one Celeftial Father gives to all. 

To whom the Angel. Therefore what he gives 
(Whofe praife be ever fung) to man in part 
Spiritual, may of pureft Spirits be found 
No ingrateful food : and food alike thofe pure 
Intelligential fubilances require 
As doth your Rational ; and both contain 
Within them every lower facultie 410 
Of fenfe, whereby they hear, fee, fmcll, touch^taile. 
Tailing concodt, digeft, aflimilate. 
And corporeal to incorporeal turn. 
For know, whatever was created, needs 
To be fuftaind and fed ; of Elements 
The grofler feeds the purer« earth the foa, 
Earth and the Sea foed Air, the Air thofo Fires 
Etfaeiealt and as loweft firft the Moon ; 
Whence in her viiage round thofe fpots, unpurg'd 
Vapours not yet into her fubftance turnd. 420 
Nor doth the Moon no nourifhment exhale 
From her moid Continent to higher Orbes. 
The Sun that light imparts to all» receives 
From all his alimental recompence 
In humid exhalations, and at Even 
Sups with the Ocean : though in Heav'n the Trees 
Of life ambrofial frutage bear, and vines (Morn 
Yeild Nedlar, though from off the boughs each 
We bru(h mellifluous Dewes, and find the ground 
Cover'd with pearly grain : yet God hath here 430 
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Varied his bounty fo with new delights, 
As may compare with Heaven ; and to tafte 
Think not I (hall be nice. So down they fat. 
And to thir viands fell, nor feemingly 
The Angel, nor in mift, the common gloft 
Of Theologians, but with keen difpatd 
Of real hunger, and conco£tive heate 
To tranfubflantiate ; what redounds, tranfpires 
Through Spirits with eafe ; nor wonder ; if by fire 
440 Of footy coal the Empiric Alchimift 
Can turn, or holds it poffible to turn 
Metals of droflieft Ore to perfet Gold 
As from the Mine. Mean while at Table Eve 
Minifterd naked, and thir flowing cups 
With plcafant liquors crown'd/ O innocence 
Delerving Paradife ! if ever, then. 
Then had the Sons of God excufe to have bin 
Enamour'd at that fi^ht ; but in thofe hearts 
Love unlibidinous rei^'d, nor jealoufie 
450 Was underftood, the mjur'd Lovers Hell. 

Thus when with meats & drinks they had fuffic'd. 
Not burd'nd Nature, fudden mind arofe 
In Adariif not to let th' occadon pafi 
Given him by this great Conference to know 
Of things above his World, and of thir being 
Who dwell in Heav'n, whofe excellence he faw 
Tranfcend his own fo farr, whofe radiant forms 
Divine effulgence, whofe high Power fo far 
Exceeded human, and his wary fpeech 
460 Thus to th* Empyreal Minifter he fram'd. 
Inhabitant with God, now know I well 
Thy favour, in this honour done to man. 

Under 
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Under whofe lowly roof thou haft voutfaf't 
To enter, and thefe earthly fruits to tafte. 
Food not of Angels, yet accepted fo. 
As that more willingly thou couldft not ieem 
At Hcav'ns high feafts to have fed : yet what com- 
To whom £e winged Hierarch repli'd. (pare? 
O Adamj one Almightie is, from whom 
All things proceed, and up to him return^ 
If not deprav'd from good, created all 
Such to perfedion» one firft matter all, 
Indu'd with various forms* various degrees 
Of fubftance, and in things that live, of life; 
But more refin'd, more fpiritous, and pure. 
As neerer to him plac't or neerer tending 
Each in thir feveral adtive Sphears adignd. 
Till body up to fpirit work, in bounds 
Proportiond to each kind. So from the root (leaves 
Springs lighter the green ftalk, from thence the 
More aerie, laft the bright confummate floure 
Spirits odorous breathes : flours and thir fruit 
Mans nouriihment, by gradual fcale fublim'd 
To vital Spirits a^nre, to animal* 
To intelledual, give both life and fenfe. 
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No inconvenient Diet, nor too light Fare : 
And from thefe corporal nutriments perhaps 
Your bodies may at Uft turn all to Spirit, 
Improv*d by traid <^ time, and wingd afcend 
Ethereal, ai wee, or may at choice 
500 Here or in Heav'nly Paradifes dwell ; 
If ye be found obement, and retain 
Unalterably firm his love entire 
Whofe progenie you are. Mean while enjoy 
Your fill what happinefs this happie ftate 
Can comprehend, incapable of more. 

To whom the Patriarch of mankind repli'd. 
O favourable fpirit, propitious gucft, 
Well haft thou taught the way that might dire^ 
Our knowledge, and the fcale of Nature fet 
510 From center to circumference, whereon 
In contemplation of created things 
By fteps we may afcend to God. But fay. 
What meant that caution joind, if ye be found 
ObtMmt f can wee want obedience then 
To him, or poffibly his love defert 
Who formd us from the duft, and plac'd us here 
Full to the utmoft meafure of what blifi 
Human defires can feek or apprehend ? 

To whom the Angel. Son of Heav'n and Earth, 
520 Attend : That thou art happie, owe to God ; 
That thou continu'ft fuch, owe to thy felf. 
That is, to thy obedience ; therein ftand. 
This was that caution giv'n thee ; be advis*d. 
God made thee perfet, not immutable ; 
And good he made thee, but to perfcvere 
He left it in thy power, ordaind thy will 

By 
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By nature free, not over-riil'd by Fate 
Inextricable, or ftridt neceflity ; 
Our voluntarie fervice he requires. 
Not our neceffitated, fuch with him 
Findes no acceptance, nor can find, for how 
Can hearts, not free, he tri'd whether they ferve 
Willing or no, who will hut what they mull 
By Deuinie, and can no other choofe } 
My felf and all th' Angelic Hoft that iland 
In fight of God enthron'd, our happie ftate 
Hold, as you youn, while our obedience holds ; 
On other furety none ; freely we ferve. 
Becaufe wee freely love, as in our will 
To love or not ; in this we ftand or fall : 
And fom are fall'n, to difobedience fall'n, 
And fo from Heav'n to deepeft Hell ; O fall 
From what high ftate of blifs into what woe ! 

To whom our great Progenitor. Thy words 
Attentive, and with more delighted eare 
Divine inftruder, I have heard, then when 
Cheruhic Songs by night from neighbouring Hills 
Aereal Mufic fend.* nor knew I not 
To be both will and deed created finee ; 
Yet that we never (hall forget to love 
Our maker, and obey him whoie command 
Single, is yet fo juft, my conftant thoughts 
AfTur'd me and flill afTure : though what thou tellft 
Hath pad in Heav'n, fom doubt within me move. 
But more defire to hear, if thou confent. 
The full relation, which mufl needs be (Irange, 
Worthy of Sacred filence to be heard ; 
And we have yet large day, for fcarce the Sun 
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Hath finiiht half his journey, and fcarce begins 
560 His odier half in the great Zone of Heav'n. 
Thus Adam made requeft, and Kapkoil 
After (hort paufe aHenting, thus began. 

High matter thou injoinft me, O prime of men. 
Sad task and hard, for how (hall I relate 
To human fenfe th' invifible exploits 
Of warring Spirits ; how without remorfe 
The ruin of fo many glorious once 
And perfet while they flood ; how laft unfould 
The fecrets of another world, perhaps 
570 Not lawful to reveal ? yet for thy good 

This is difpenc't, and what furmounts the reach 
Of human fenfe» I fliall delineate fo. 
By lik'ning fpiritual to corporal Ibrms, 
As may expreft them beft, though what if Earth 
Be but the fhaddow of Heav'n, and things therein 
Each to other like, more then on earth is thought ? 

As yet this world was not, and Chaos wilde 
Reignd where thefe Heav'ns now fowl, where Earth 
Upon her Center pois'd, when on a day (now refb 
580 (For Time, though in Eternitie, appli'd 
To motion, meafures all things durable 
By prefent, paft, and future) on fuch day 
As Heav'ns great Year brings forth, th* Empyreal 
Of Angels by Imperial fummons call'd, (HoA 
Innumerable before th' Almighties Throne 
Forthwith from all the ends of Heav'n appeerd 
Under thir Hierarchs in orders bright 
Ten thoufand thouiand Enfignes high advanced. 
Standards, and Gonfalons twizt Van and Reare 
590 Streame in the Aire, and for diftindion ferve 
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Of Hierarchies, of Orders, and Degrees ; 
Or in thir glittering Tiffues bear imblaz'd 
Holy Memorials, adls of Zeale and Love 
Recorded eminent. Thus when in Orbes 
Of circuit incxprefliblc they ftood. 
Orb within Orb, the Father infinite. 
By whom in blifs inbofom*d fat the Son, 
A midil as from a fkming Moun^ whofeop 
Brightnds had made invifible, thus fpake. 

Hear all ye Angels, Progente of Light, (ers, 
Thrones, Dominations, Princedoms, Vertues, Pow* 
Hear my Decree, which unrevok't fliall ftand. 
This day I have begot whom I declare 
My onely Son, and on this holy Hill 
Him have anointed, whom ye now behold 
At my right hand ; your Head I him appoint ; 
And by my Self have fworn to him fhall bow 
All knees in Heav'n, and fliall confefs him Liord ; 
Under his great Vice-gerent Reign abide 
United as one individual Soule 
For ever happie : him who difobeyes 
Mee difobeyes, breaks union, and that day 
Caft out from God and blclTed vifion, falls 
Into utter darknefs, deep ingulft, his place 
Ordaind widiont redemption, without end. 

So fpake th' Onmipotent, and with his words 
All feemd wdl pleas'd, all feem'd, but were not aU. 
That day, as other folem dayes, they fpent 
In fong and dance about the facred Hill, 
MyAical dance, which yonder flarrie Spheare 
Of Planets and of fixt in all her Wheeles 
Refemlsles neareft, mazes intricate, 
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Eccentric, intervolv'd, yet regular 

Then mod, when moft irregular they feem : 

And in thir motions harmonie Divine 

So fmooths her diarming tones, that Godt own ear 

Liftens delighted. Eevning approachd 

(For we have alfo our Eevning and our Morn, 

We ours fat change deledable, not need) 

Forthwith firom dance to fweet repad they tarn 

Defirous, all in Circles as they ftood» 

Tables are fet, and on a fudden pil'd 

With Angels Food, and rubied Nedtar flows: 

In Pearl, in Diamond, and ma(Iie Gold, 

Fruit of delicious V^ines, the growth of Heav'n. 

They eat, thev drink, and with rcfedtion fweet 

Are fill'd, before th' all bounteous King, who 

With copious hand, rejoycing in thir joy. (fliowrd 

Now when ambrofial Night with Clouds exhal'd 

From that high mount of God, whence light & rtiade 

Spring both, the face of brighteft Heav'n had changd 

To eratefiil Twilight (for Night comes not there 

In wker veile) and rofeat Dews diipos'd 

All but the unfleeping eyes of God to reft» 

Wide over all the Plun, and wider iarr 

Then all this globous Earth in Plain outfpred, 

(Such are the Courts of God) Th* Angelic throng 

Difperft in Bands and Files thir Camp extend 

By living Streams among the Trees q£ Life, 

Pavilions numberlefs, and fudden reard, 

Celeftial Tabernacles, where they flept (courfe 

Fannd with coole Winds, fave thofe who in thir 

Melodious Hymns about the fovran Throne 

Alternate all night long : but not fo wak'd 
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Satartf fo call him now, his former name 
Is heard no more Heav'n ; he of the firft, 
If not the firft Arch-Angel, great in Power, 
In favour and praeeminence, yet fraught 
With envie againft the Son of God» that day 
Honourd by his great Father, and proclaimd 
Meffiah King anointed, could not beare 
Through pnde that fight, and thought himfelf im- 
Deep malice thence conceiving & difdain, (paird. 
Soon as midnight brought on the duikie houre 
Friendlieft to fleep and filencc, he refolv'd 
With all his Legions to didodge, and leave 
Unworftiipt, unobey'd the Throne fupream 
Contemptuous, and his next fubordinate 
Awak'ning, thus to him in fecret fpake. 

Sleepft thou Companion dear, what fleep can 
Thy eye-lids ? and remembreft what Decree (clofe 
Of yefterday, fo late hath paft the lips 
Of Heav'ns Almightie. Thou to me thy thoughts 
Waft wont, I mine to thee was wont to impart ; 
Both waking we were one ; how then can now 
Thy ileep diflent ? new Laws thou feeft impos'd ; 
New Laws from him who reigns, new minds may 
In us who ferve, new Counfek, to debate (raiu 
What doubtful may enfue, more in this place 
To utter is not fafe. AiTcmble thou 
Of all thofe Myriads which we lead the chief ; 
Tell them that by command, ere yet dim Night 
Her (hadowie Cloud withdraws, I am to hafte. 
And all who under me thir Banners wave, 
Homeward with flying march where we pofleis 
The Quarters of the North, there to prepare 
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Fit entertainment to receive our King 
The great Mejjiah^ and his new commands, 
Who fpeedily through all the Hierarchies 
690 Intends to pafs triumphant, and give Laws. 
So fpake the 61fe Arch-Angel, and infiis'd 
Bad influence into th' unwarie bfeft 
Of his Aflbctate ; hee toeether calls. 
Or feveral one by one» the Regent Powers, 
Under him Regent, tells, as he was taught, 
That the mod High commanding, now ere Night, 
Now ere dim Night had difencumberd Heav'n, 
The great Hierarchal Standard was to move ; 
Tells the fuggefted caufe, and cafts between 
700 Ambiguous words and jcaloufies, to found 
Or taint integritie ; but all obey'd 
The wonted (ignal, and iupcrior voice 
Of thir great Potentate ; for great indeed 
His name, and high was his degree in Heav'n ; 
His count'nance, as the Morning Starr that guides 
The Aarrie flock, allur'd them, and with lyes 
Drew after him the third part of Heav'ns Hoft : 
Mean while th' Eternal eye, whofe fight difcemes 
Abftrufeft thoughts, from forth his holy Mount 
710 And from within the golden Lamps that bume 
Nightly before him, faw without thir light 
Rebellion riiing, faw in whom, how fpred 
Among the fens of Morn, what multitudes 
Were banded to oppofe his high Decree ; 
And fmiling to his onely Son thus faid. 

Son, thou in whom my glory I behold 
In full refplendencc, Heir of all my might, 
Neerly it now concernes us to be fure 
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Of our Omnipotence, and with what Arms 

We mean to hold what anciently we claim 

Of Deitie or Empire, fuch a foe 

Is rifing, who intends to eredt his Throne 

Equal to ours, throughout the fpacious North ; 

Nor fo content, hath in his thought to trie 

In battel what our Power is, or our right. 

Let us advife, and to this hazard draw 

With fpeed what force is left, and all imploy 

In our defence, left unawares we lofe 

This our high place, our SanAoarie, our Hill. 

To whom the Son with calm afped and deer 
Lightening Divine^ inedible, ferene» 
Made an^er. Mightie Father* thou thy fbes 
Juftly haft in derifiouy and fecure 
Laugh'ft at thir vain defignes and tumults vain* 
Matter to mee of Glory, whom thir hate 
Illuftratei, when they fee all Regal Power 
Giv*n me to quell thir pride, and in event 
Know whether I be dextrous to fubdue 
Thy Rebels, or be found the worft in Heav'n. 

So fpake the Son, but Satan with his Powers 
Farr was advanc't on winged fpeed, an Hoft 
Innumerable as the Starrs of Night, 
Or Starrs of Morning, Dew-drops, which the Sun 
Impearls on every leaf and every flouer. 
Regions they pa&'d, the mightie Regencies 
Ot Seraphim and Potentates and Thrones 
In thir triple Degrees, Regions to which 
All thy Dominioo» Adam^ is no moce 
Then what this Garden is to all the Earth* 
And all the Sea* fiom one entire globofe 
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Stretcht into Longitude ; which having pafs'd 
At length into the limits d the North 
Th^ came, and Satan to his Royal feat 
Hi^h on a Hilly far hlasingy as a Mount 
Rais'd on a Mount, with Pyramids and Towrs 
From Diamond Qjiarries hew'n, 6c Rocks of Gold, 
The Palace of great Lucifer ^ (fo call 
That Structure in the Dialedt of men 
Interpreted) which not long after, hee 
760 I AfFedting all equality with God, 

In imitation of that Mount whereon 
Meffiah was declar'd in fight of Heav'n, 
The Mountain of the Congregation call'd ; 
For thither he afTembl'd all his Train, 
Pretending fo commanded to confult 
About the great reception of thir King, 
Thither to come» and with calumnious Art 
Of counter&ted truth thus held thir ears. 
Thronesy Dominations^ Princedomes» Vertues, 
770 If thefe magnific Titles yet remain (Powers, 
Not meerly titular, fince by Decree 
Another now hath to himfelf ingrois't 
All Power, and us eclipfl under the name 
Of King anointed, for whom all this hade 
Of midnight march, and hurried meeting here. 
This onely to confult how we may bed 
With what may be devis'd of honours new 
Receive him coming to receive from us 
Knee-tribute yet unpaid, proftration vile, 
780 Too much to one, but double how endur'd. 
To one and to his image now proclaim'd \ 
But what if better counfels might ered 

Our 



Digitized 



by Google 



Paradife loft. Book 5. 



Our minds and teach us to caft off this Yoke ? 

Will ye fubmit your necks, and chufe to bend 

The fupple knee ? ye will not, if I truft 

To know ye right, or if ye know your felves 

Natives and Sons of Heav'n poffeft before 

By none, and if not equal all, yet free. 

Equally free ; for Orders and Degrees 

Jarr not with liberty, but well confift. 790 

Who can in reafon then or right aiTume 

Monarchie over fuch as live by right 

His equak, if in power and fplendor lefi. 

In freedome equal t or can introduce 

Law and EdiA on us, who without law 

Erre not, much lefs for this to be our Lord, 

And look for adoration to th' abufe 

Of thofe Imperial Titles which aflert 

Our being ordain'd to govern, not to ferve ? 

Thus farr his bold difcourfe without controule 800 
Had audience, when among the Seraphim 
Abdiely then whom none with more zeale ador'd 
The Deitie, and divine commands obei'd. 
Stood up, and in a flame of zeale fevere 
The current of his fury thus oppos'd. 

O argument blafphemous, falfe and proud ! 
Words which no earc ever to hear in Heav'n 
Expected, leaft of all from thee, ingrate 
In place thy felf fo high above thy Peeres. 
Canft thou with impious obloquie condemne 810 
The juft Decree of God, pronounc't and fwom. 
That to his only Son by nght endu'd 
With Regal Scepter, every Soule in Heav'n 
Shall bend the knee, and in that honour due 
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Confefs him rightful King? unjuft thou faift 
Flatly unjuft, to binde with Laws the free. 
And equal over equals to let Reigne, 
One over all with unfucceeded power. 
Shalt thou give Law to God, (halt thou difpute 
820 With him the points of libertie, who made 

Thee what thoo ait» & formd the Pow'n of Heav'n 
Such as he pleafd» and cifcumicrib'd thir being } 
Yet by experience taught we know how good. 
And of our good, and of our dignitie 
How provident he is, how fart from thought 
To make us leis» bent rather to exalt 
Our happie (bite under one Head more neer 
United. But to grant it thee unjuft. 
That equal over equals Monarch Reigne : 
830 Thy felf though great & glorious doft thou count, 
Or all Angelic Nature joind in one. 
Equal to him begotten Son, by whom 
As by his Word the mighty Father made 
All things, ev'n thee, and all the Spirits of Hcav'n 
By him created in thir bright degrees, 
Crownd them with Glory, & to thir Glory nam'd 
Thrones, Dominations, Princedoms, Vertues, Pow* 
Eilential Powers, nor by hb Reien obfcur'd, (ers 
But more illuftrious made, fince ne tlie Head 
840 One of our number thus reduc't becomes, 
His Laws our Laws, all honour to him done 
Returns our own. Ceafe then this impious rage. 
And tempt not thefe ; but haft'n to appeale 
Th' incenfed Father, and th' incenfed Son, 
While Pardon may be found in time befought. 
So fpake the fervent Angel, but his zeale 
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None feconded, as out of feafon judg*d. 

Or fingular tnd fafli, whereat rgoic*d 

Th' Apoftaty and more haughty thus repH'd. 

That we wete fbrmd then laift thou ? & the work 

Of fcoondarie hands, by task transferd 

From Father to his Son ? (Irange point and new ! 

Dodrin which we woold know whence learnt: who 

When this creation was ? rememberft thou (faw 

Thy making, while the Maker gave thee being ? 

We know no time when we were not as now; 

Know none before us, felf-bcgot, felf-rais'd 

By our own quick'ning power, when fatal courfe 

Had circl'd his full Orbe, the birth mature 

Of this our native Heav'n, Ethereal Sons. 

Our puifl'ance is our own, our own right hand 

Shall teach us hieheft deeds, by proof to try 

Who is oar equal: then thoa ihalt behold 

Whether by fupplication we intend 

Addreis, and to begirt th* Ahnighty Throne 

Befeechtng or befieging. This report, 

Thefe tidings carrie to th' anointed King ; 

And fly, ere evil intercept thy flight. 

He fiiid» and as the found of waten deep 
Hoarce murmur echo'd to his words applaufe 
Through the infinite Hoft, nor lefs for that 
The flaming Seraph fearlefs, though alone 
Encompafs'd round with foes, thus anlwerd bold. 

O alienate from God, O fpirit accurft, 
Forfak'n of all good ; I fee thy fall 
Determind, and thy haplefs crew involv'd 
In this oerfidious fraud, contagion fpred 
Both M thy crime and puniflunent : henceforth 
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No more be troubl'd how to quit the yoke 
880 Of Gods Meffiab ; thofe indulsent Laws 
Will not be now voatftTty other Decrees 
Againft thee are gon forth without recall ; 
That Golden Scepter which thou didft reje€t 
Is now an Iron Rod to bruifc and breake 
Thy difobedience. Well thou didft adviie» 
Yet not for thy advife or threats I fly 
Thefe wicked Tents devoted, leaft the wrauth 
Impendent, raging into fudden flame 
Diftinguilh not : for foon expedt to feel 
890 j His Thunder on thy head, devouring fire. 
I Then who created thee lamenting learne, 
! When who can uncreate thee thou lhalt know. 

So fpake the Seraph Abdiel faithful found. 
Among the ftithlefs, faithful only hee ; 
Amone innumerable fidfe , unmov'd, 
Unfhak'n, unfeduc'd, untenifi'd 
His Loyaltie he kept, his Love, his Zeale ; 
Nor number, nor example with him wrought 
To fwerve from truth, or change his conftant mind 
900 Though iingle. From amidil them forth he pafsd. 
Long way through hoftile fcorn, which he fufteind 
Superior, nor of violence fear'd aught ; 
And with retorted fcorn his back he turn'd 
On thofe proud Towrs to fwift definition doom'd. 

The End of the Fifth Book. 
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ILL night the dreadlefs Angel unpurfu'd 
Through Heav'ns wide Champain held 

his way, till Morn, 
Wak't by the circling Hours, with 

rofie hand 
Unbarr'd the gates of Light. There 

is a Cave I 

Within the Mount of God, fail by his Throne, 
Where light and darknefi in perpetual found 
Lodge and diilodge by turns, wmch makes through 
Grateful viciflitude, like Day and Night ; (Heav'n 
Light ifluet forth, and at the other doie 
Obfequious darknefs enters, till her houre (well 
To veile the Heav'n, though darknefs there might 
Seem twilieht here ; and now went forth the Mom 
Such as in highefl Heav'n, arrayd in Gold 
Empyreal, from before her vaniiht Night, 
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Shot through with orient Beams : when all the Plain 
Coverd with thick embatteld Squadrons bright, 
Chariots and flamine Armes, and fierie Steeds 
Refieding blaze on Dlaze» firft met his view : 
Warr he perceav'd» warr in procind, and found 

20 Already known what he for news had thought 
To have reported : gladly then he mixt 
Among thofe friendly Powers who him receav'd 
With joy and acclamations loud, that one 
That of fo many Myriads faH'n, yet one 
Returnd not loft r On to the facred hill 
They led him high applauded, and prcfent 
Before the feat fupream ; from whence a voice 
From midft a Golden Cloud thus milde was heard. 
Servant of God, well done, well haft thou fought 

30 The better fight, who fingle haft maintaind 
Againft revolted multitudes the Caufe 
Of Truth, in word mightier then thqr in Armes ; 
And for the teftimonie of Truth haft bom 
Univerfid reproach, far worfe to beare 
Then violence : for this was all thy care 
To ftand approv'd in fight of God* though Worlds 
Judg'd thee perverfe : the eafier conqueft now 
Remains thee, aided by this hoft of friends. 
Back on thy foes more glorious to return 

40 Then fcornd thou didft depart, and to fubdue 
By force, who reafon for thir Law refufe, 
Right reafon for thir Law, and for thir King 
Meffiabt who by right of merit Reigns. 
Goe Michael of Celeftial Armies Prince, 
I And thou in Military prowefs next 

Gabriel^ lead forth to Battel thefe my Sons 
I Invin. 
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Invincible, lead forth my armed Saints 
By Thoufands and by Millions rang'd for fight; 
Equal in number to that Godlefs crew 
Rebellious, them with Fire and hoftile Arms 
Fearlefs ailault, and to the brow of Heav*n 
Purfuing drive them out from God and blifi, 
Into thir place of pani(hment» the Gulf 
Of Tartarus^ which ready opens wide 
His fiery Chaos to receave thir fall. 

So fpake the Sovran voice, and Clouds began 
To darken all the Hill, and fmoak to rowl 
In duskie wreathes, relaxant flames, the figne 
Of wrauth awak't : nor with lefs dread the loud 
Ethereal Trumpet from on high gan blow : 
At which command the Powers Militant, 
That flood for Heav'n, in mighty Quadrate joy n'd 
Of Union irrefiftible, mov'd on 
In filence thir bright Legions, to the found 
Of indrumental Harmonic that breath'd 
Heroic Ardor to advent'rous deeds 
Under thir God-like Leaders, in the Caufe 
Of God and his Mejjiah, On th^ move 
Indiflblubly firm ; nor obvious Hill» 
For ftreit'ning Vale, nor Wood, nor Stream divides 
Thir perfet ranks ; fiir high above the ground 
Thir march was, and the pailive Air upbore 
Thir nimble tread ; as when the total lund 
Of Birds in orderly array on wing 
Came fummond over 'Eden to receive 
Thir names of thee ; fo over many a tradt 
Of Heav'n they march'd, and many a Province wide 
Tenfold the length of this terrene : at laft 
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; Farr in th' Horizon to the North appeer'd 
80 From skirt to skirt a fierie Region, flretcht 
In battailous afpedt, and neerer view 
Briftl'd with upright beams innumerable 
Of rigid Spears» and Helmets throng'd^ and Sludds 
Various, with boailful Argument portraid. 
The banded Powers of Satan hading on 
With furious expedition ; for they weend 
That felf fame day by fight, or by furprize 
To win the Mount of God, and on his Throne 
To fct the envicr of his State, the proud 
90 Afpirer, but thir thoughts prov'd fond and vain 
In the mid way : though ftrange to us it feemd 
At firft, that Angel fhould with Angel warr, 
And in fierce hofting meet, who wont to meet 
So oft in Fcftivals of joy and love 
Unanimous, as fons of one great Sire 
Hymning th' Eternal Father : but the (hout 
Of Battd now began, and rufhing found 
Of onfet ended foon each milder thought* 
High in the midft exalted as a God 
100 Th' Apoftat in his Sun-bright Chariot fate 
Idol 01 Majeftie Divine, enclosed 
With Flaming Cherubim, and golden Shields; 
Then lighted from his gorgeous Throne^ for now 
'Twixt Hoft and Hoft but narrow fpace was left, 
A dreadful interval, and Front to Front 
Prefented flood in terrible array 
Of hideous length : before the cloudie Van, 
On the rough edge of battel ere it joyn'd, 
Satan with vaft and haughtie ftrides advanc't, 
1 1 o Came towring, armd in Adamant and Gold ; 

Jlhikl 



Paradife loft. Book 6. 



Abdiel that fight endur'd not, where he flood 
Among the mightieft, bent on highefl: deeds, 
And thus his own undaunted heart explores. 

O Heav'n I that fuch rdemblance of the Higheft 
Should yet remain^ where faith and realtie 
Remain not ; wheiefore fliould not ibengdi & might 
There fiul where Vertue fiul8» or weakeS prove 
Where boldeft ; though to fight unconquerable ? 
His pui&nce, trufting in th' Almightie s aide, 
I mean to try, whofe Reafon I have tri'd 
Unfound and falfe; nor is it aught but juft* 
That he who in debate of Truth hath won, 
Should win in Arms, in both difputes alike 
Vidlor ; though brutifh that conteft and foule, 
When Reafon hath to deal with force, yet fo 
Moft reafon is that Reafon overcome. 

So pondering, and from his armed Peers 
Forth flepping oppofitc, half way he met 
His daring foe, at this prevention more 
Incens't, and thus fecurely him defi'd. 

Proud, art thou met? thy hope was to have 
The highth of thy afpiring unoppos'd, (reacht 
The Throne of God unguarded, and his fide 
Abandond at the terror of thy Power 
Or potent tongue; fool, not to think how vain 
Againft th' Omnipotent to rife in Arms ; 
Who out of fmalleft things could without end 
Have rais*d inceiTant Armies to defeat 
Thy folly ; or with folitarie hand 
Reaching beyond all limit, at one blow 
Unaided could have finifht thee, and whelmd 
Thy Legions under darknefs ; but thou feed 
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All are not of thy Train ; there be who Faith 
Prefer, and Pietie to God, though then 
To thee not viiible» when I alone 
Seemd in thy World erroneoiis to diffimt 
From all .* my Sed thou feeft, now learn too late 
How few fomtimes may know, when thoafands err. 
Whom the grand foe with icomful eye allcance 
1 50 Thus anfwerd. Ill for thee, but in wiiht hoore 
Of my revenge, firft fought for thou retumft 
From flight, feditious Angel, to receave 
Thy merited reward, the firft affay 
Of this right hand provok't, iince firft that tongue 
Infpir'd with contradidion durft oppofc 
A third part of the Gods, in Synod met 
Thir Deities to aflert, who while they feel 
Vigour Divine within them, can allow 
Omnipotence to none. But well thou comil 
1 60 Before thy fellows, ambitious to win 

From me fom Plume, that thy fucceft may ihow 
Deftrudion to the reft : this paufe between 
(Unanfwerd leaft thou boaft) to let thee know; 
At firft I thought that Libertie and Heav'n 
To heav'nly Soulet had bin all one ; but now 
I fee that moft through floth had rather fenre, 
Miniftring Spirits, traind up in Feaft and Song; 
Such haft thou arm'd, the Minftrelfle of Heaven, 
Servilitie with freedom to contend, 
170 As both thir deeds compar d this day (hall prove. 
To whom in brief thus Abdiel ftern repli'd. 
Apoflat, ftill thou errft, nor end wilt find 
Of erring, from the path of truth remote : 
UnjuAly thou deprav'il it with the name 
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Of Hervitude to I'erve whom God ordains. 
Or Nature ; God and Nature bid the fame, 
When he who rules is worthieft, and excells 
Them whom he ^verns. This is fervitude« 
To ferve th' unwife, or him who hath rebelld 
Againft his worthier, as thine now ferve thee. 
Thy felf not free, but to thy felf enthraU'd ; 
Yet ieudly dar'fl our miniftring upbraid. 
Reign thou in Hell thy Kingdom, let mce ferve 
In Heav'n God ever blefTed, and his Divine 
Behefts obey, worihieft to be obey'd, 
Yet Chains in Hell, not Realms expert : mean while 
From mee returnd, as erft thou faidft, from Hight, 
This greeting on thy impious Creft receive* 
So faying, a noble ftroke he lifted high. 
Which hung not, but fo fwift with tempeft fell 
On the proud Creft of Saian^ that no Hght, 
Nor motion of fwift thought, left could his Shield 
Such ruin intercept : ten paces huge 
He back recoild; the tenth on bended knee 
His maffie Spear updaid ; as if on Earth 
Winds under ground or waters forcing way 
Sidelong, had pufh't a Mountain ftom his feat 
Half funk with all his Pines. Amazement feis'd 
The Rebel Thrones, but greater rage to fee 
Thus foil'd thir mightieft, ours joy tilld, and (bout, 
Prefage of Vidlorie and fierce defire 
Of Battel : whereat Michael bid found 
Th' Arch-angel trumpet ; through the vaft of Heav'n 
It founded, and the faithful Armies rung • 
Hofanna to the Higheft .* nor ftood at gaze 
The adverfe Leeions, nor left hideous joyn'd 
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The horrid (hock : now ftorming furie rofe, 
And clamour fuch as heard in Heav'n till now 
Was never, Arms on Armoar daihing bray*d 
2IO Horrible diicord, and the madding Wheews 
Of brazen Chariots rae^d ; dire was the noife 
Of conflid ; over head the difmal hifs 
Of fiery Darts in flaming volies flew. 
And flying vaulted either Hoft with fire. 
Sounder fierie Cope together rufli'd 
Both Battels maine, with ruinous aflault 
And inextinguifhablc rage ; all Heav'n 
Refounded, and had Earth bin then, all Earth 
Had to her Center (hook. What wonder ? when 
220 Millions' of fierce encountring Angels fought 
On either fide, the leaft of whom could weild 
Thefe Elements, and arm him with the force 
Of all thir Regions : how much more of Power 
Armie againft Armie numberleis to raife 
Dreadfulcombuilion warring, and difturb. 
Though not deftroy, thir happie Native feat ; 
Had not th* Eternal King Omnipotent 
From his ftrong hold of Heav'n high ovcr-rurd 
And limited thir might; though numberd fuch 
230 As each divided Legion might have feemd 

A numerous Hoft, in ftrength each armed hand 
A Legion ; led in fight, yet Leader feemd 
Each Warriour fingle as in Chief, expert 
When to advance, or ftand, or turn the fway 
Of Battel, open when, and when to clofe 
The ridges of grim Warr ; no thought of flight. 
None of retreat, no unbecoming deed 
That argu'd fear ; each on himfelf reli'd. 
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As onely in his arm the moment lay 

Of vidtorie ; deeds of eternal fame 

Were don, but infinite : for wide was fpred 

That Warr and various ; fomtimes on firm ground 

A (landing fight, then foaring on main wing 

Tormented aU the Air ; all Air fbemd then 

Confliding Fire : long time in eeven (bale 

The Battel hung ; till Satm^ who that day 

Prodigious power had (hewn, and met in Armes 

No equal, raunging through the dire attack 

Of fighting Seraphim confus'd, at length 

Saw where the Sword of Michael fmote, and fell'd 

Squadrons at once, with huge two-handed fway 

Brandiiht aloft the horrid edge came down 

Wide wafting ; fuch dcftrudlion to withftand 

He hafted, and oppos*<l the rookie Orb 

Of tenfold Adamant, his ample Shield 

A vaft circumference : At his approach 

The great Arch- Angel from his warlilce toile 

Surceas'd, and ^lad as hoping here to end 

Inteftine War m Heav'n, the arch foe fubdu'd 

Or Captive drag^d in Chains, with hoftile firown 

And viiage all enflam'd firft thus began. 

Author of evil, unknown till thy revolt, 
Unnam'd in Heav'n, now plenteous, as thou feeft 
Thefe Ads of hateful ftrifc, hateful to all, 
Though heavieft by juft meafure on thy felf 
And thy adherents : how haft thou difturb'd 
Heav'ns blefled peace, and into Nature brought 
Miferie, uncreated till the crime 
Of thy Rebellion ? how haft thou inftill'd 
Thy malice into thoufands, once upright 
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: And faithful, now prov'd falfe. But think not here 
To trouble Holy Reft ; Heav*n cafts thee out 
From all her Confines. Heav'n the feat of bliis 
Brooks not the works of violence and Warr. 
Hence then, and evil go with thee along 
Thy ofspring, to the place of evil, Hell, 
Thou and thy wicked crew ; there mingle broiles. 
Ere this avenging Sword begin thy doome. 
Or ibm more fodden vengeance wing'd from God 
280 Precipitate thee with augmented paine. 

So fpake the Prince of Angek ; to whom thus 
The Adveriarie. Nor think Siou'with wind 
Of airie threats to aw whom yet with deeds 
Thou canft not. Haft thou turnd the leaft of thefe 
To flight, or if to fall, but that they rife 
Unvanquiftit, eafier to tranfadt with mee 
That thou fliouldft hope, imperious, & with threats 
To chafe me hence ? erre not that fo fhall end 
The ftrife which thou call'll evil, but wee ftyle 
290 The ftrife of Glorie : which we mean to win. 
Or turn this Heav'n itfelf into the Hell 
Thou fable ft, here however to dwell free. 
If not to reign : mean while thy utmoft force. 
And join him nam'd Ahnghtie to thy aid, 
I flie not, hut have fought thee farr and nieh. 

They ended parle, and hoth addreft for fight 
Unfpeakable ; for who, though with the tongue 
Of Angels, can rehte, or to what things 
Liken on Earth confpicuous, that may lift 
300 1 Human imagination to fuch highth 

Of Godlike Power; for likeft Gods they feemd. 
Stood they or mov'd, in ftature, motion, arms 
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Fit to decide the Empire of great Heav'n. 
Now wav'd thir fierie Swords, and in the Aire 
Made horrid Circles ; two broad Suns thir Shields 
Blaz'd oppofite, while expe^ation ftood 
In horror ; from each hand with fpeed retir'd 
Where crft was thickeft fight, th' Angelic throng. 
And left large field, unfafe within the wind 
Of fuch commotion, fuch as to fet forth 
Great things by fmall. If Natures concord broke, 
Among the Conflellations warr were fprung. 
Two Planets ruOiing from afpedt maligne 
Of fierceft oppofition in mid Skie, 
Should combat, and thir jarring Sphears confound. 
Together both with next to Almightic Arme, 
Uplifted imminent one ftroke they aim'd 
That might determine, and not need repeate, 
As not of power, at once; nor odds appeerd 
In mi^ht or fwift prevention ; but the Iword 
Of Michael from the Armorie of God 
Was giv*n Him temperd fo, that neither keen 
Nor k>lid might refift that edge : it met 
The fword of Satan with fteep force to fmite 
Defcending, and in half cut (heere, nor ftaid, 
But with fwift wheele revcrfe, deep entring (hard 
All his right fide ; then Satan firft knew pain, 
And writh'd him to and fro convolv'd ; fo fore 

The griding fword with difcontinuous wound 
Pafs'd through him, but th* Ethereal fubftance clos'd 
Not long divifible, and from the gafti 
A ftream of Nedlarous humor ilTuing flow'd 
Sanguin, fuch as Celeftial Spirits may bleed. 
And all his Armour iUind ere while fo bright. 
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Forthwith on all fides to his aide was run 
By Angels many and ftrong, who interpos'd 
Defence, while others bore him on thir Shields 
Back to his Chariot ; where it ftood retir'd 
From off the files of warr ; there they him laid 
340 Gnaihing for anguilh and defpite and ihame 
To find himfelf not matchlefs, and his pride 
Humbl'd by fuch rebuke, fo ftnr beneath 
His confidence to equal God in power* 
Yet foon he heal'd ; for Spirits ttiat live throughout 
Vital in every part, not as frail man 
In Entrailes, Heart or Head, Liver or Reinet, 
Cannot but by annihilating die ; 
Nor in thir liquid texture mortal wound 
Receive, no more then can the fluid Aire : 
350 All Heart they live, all Head, all Eye, all Eare, 
All Intelledt, all Senfe, and as they pleale, 
They Limb themfelves, and colour, fiiape or fize 
AfTume, as likes them beft, condenfe or rare. 

Mean while in other parts like deeds defcrvd 
Memorial, where the might of Gabriel fiaught, 
And with fierce Enfignes pierc'd the de^ array 
Of Moloc furious Kine, who him defi'd. 
And at his Chariot wheeles to drag him bound 
Threatn'd, nor from the Holie One of Heav'n 
360 Refrein*d his tongue blafphemous ; but anon 
Down clov*n to the wafie, with (hatterd Armes 
And uncouth paine fled bellowing. On each wing 
Uriel and Raphael his vaunting foe, 
Though huge, and in a Rock of Diamond Armd» 
Vanquifh'd Adramelec, and AJmadaiy 
Two potent Thrones, that to be lefs then Gods 
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Difdain'd, but meaner thoughts learnd in thir flight, 

Mangl'd with gaftly wounds through Plate and 

Nor ftood unmindful AbdUel to annoy (Maile. 

The Athdft crew^ but with redoubrd hlow 

Arkl and Arhc^ and the violence 

Of Ramki fcoccht and blafted overthrew. 

I might relate of thoufandsp and thir names 

Eternize here on Earth ; but thofe eled 

Angels contented with thir fune in Heav*n 

Seek not the praife of men : the other fort 

In might though wondrous and in A£ts of Warr, 

Nor of Renown lefs eager, yet by doome 

Canceld from Heav'n and facred memorie, 

Namelefs in dark oblivion let them dwell. 

For ftrength from Truth divided and from Juft, 

Illaudable, naught merits but difpraifc 

And ignominie, yet to glorie afpires 

Vain glorious, and through iniamie feeks hmc : 

Therrore Eternal filence oe thir doome. 

And now thir mightieft quelld, the battel fwerv'd, 
With many an inr^e gor'd ; ddformed rout 
Enter*d, and foul difotder ; all the ground 
With (hiverd armour flrow'n* and on a heap 
Chariot and Charioter lay overturnd 
And ficrie foaming Steeds ; what ftood, recoyld 
Orewearicd, through the faint Satanic Hoft 
Defenfive fcarfe, or with pale fear furpris'd. 
Then firft with fear furpris'd and fenle of paine 
Fled ignominious, to fuch evil brought 
By finne of difobedience, till that hour 
Not liable to fear or flight or paine. 
Far otherwife th' inviolable Saints 
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In Cubic Phalanx firm a<hranc't entire, 
400 ' Inyulnerable, impenitrably arm'd 
Such high advantages thir innocence 
Gave them above &r fees, not to have finnd. 

Not to have difobei'd ; in fight they flood 
Unwearied, unobnoxious to be pain'd 
Bywound, though firom thir place by violence mov'd 

Now Night her courfe began, and over Heav'n 
Inducing darknefs, grateful truce impos'd. 
And filence on the odious dinn of Warr : 
Under her Cloudie covert both rctir'd, 
410 Vidlor and Vanquilht : on the foughten field 
Michael and his Angels prevalent 
Encamping, plac'd in Guard thir Watches round. 
Cherubic waving fires : on th* other part 
Satan with his rebellious difappeerd. 
Far in the dark diflodgM, and void of reft. 
His Potentates to Councel call'd by night; 
And in the midft thus undifmai'd began. 

O now in danger tri'd, now known in Armes 
Not to b(e overpowerd. Companions deare, 
420 Found worthy not of Libertie alone. 

Too mean pretenfe, but what we more affe^ft. 
Honour, Dominion, Gloric, and renowne, 
Who have fullaind one day in doubtful tight, 
(And if one day, why not Eternal daycs ?) 
What Heavens Lord had powerfullelt to fend 
Againfl us from about his Throne, and judg'd 
Sufficient to fubdue us to his will. 
But proves not fo : then fidlible, it feems. 
Of future we may deem him, though till now 
430 Omnifcient thought. True is, lefs firmly arm'd. 
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Some difadvantage we endur'd and paine, 
Till now not known, but known as foon contemnd, 
Since now we find this our Empjrreal fonne 
Incapable of mortal injurie 
Imperifliable, and though peirc'd with wound. 
Soon clofing, and by native vigour heal'd. 
Of evil then fo fmall as eafie mink 
The remedie; perhaps more valid Armcs, 
Weapons more violent, when next we meet. 
May ferve to better us, and worfe our foes. 
Or equal what between us made the odds. 
In Nature none : if other hidden caufc 
Left them Superiour, while we can preferve 
Unhurt our mindes, and underftanding found. 
Due fearch and confultation will difclofe. 

He fat ; and in th' aifembly next updood 
Nifroc, of Principalities the prime ; 
As one he fiood efcap't from cruel fieht. 
Sore toild, his riv'n Armes to havoc hewn, 
And doudie in afped thus anfwering fpake. 
Deliverer from new Lords, leader to free 
Enjoyment of our right as Gods ; yet hard 
For Godsy and too unequal work we find 
Againil unequal armes to fight in paine, 
Againfl unpaind, impaflive ; from which evil 
Ruin muft needs enfue; for what availes (pain 
Valour or ftrength, though matchlefs, quelld with 
Which all fubdues, and makes remifs the hands 
Of Mighticft. Senfe of pleafure we may well 
Spare out of life perhaps, and not repine. 
But live content, which is the calmed life : 
But pain is perfet miferie, the worit 
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Of evils, and exceflive, overturnes 
All patience. He who therefore can invent 
With what more forcible we may ofiend 
Our yet unwounded Enemies, or arme 
Our ielves with like defence, to mee deferves 
No lefi then for deliverance what we owe. 
Whereto with look compos'd Satan repli'd. 
470 Not uninvented that, which thou aright 
Beleivft fo main to our fuccefs, I bring ; 
Which of us who beholds the bright furface 
Of this Ethereous mould whereon we (land. 
This continent of fpacious Heav'n, adornd 
With Plant, Fruit, Flour Ambrofial, Gemms&Gold, 
Whofe Eye fo fupcrficially furveyes 
Thefe things, as not to mind from whence they grow 
Deep under ground, materials dark and crude. 
Of fpiritous and fieric fpume, till toucht 
480 With Heav*ns ray, and temperd they (hoot forth 
So beauteous, op'ning to the ambient li^t. 
Thefe in thir dark Nativitie the Deep 
Shall yeild us, pregnant with infernal flame. 
Which into hollow Engins long and round 
I Thick-rammd, at th' other bore with touch of fire 

Dilated and infuriate fhall fend forth 
I From far with thundring noife among our fbes 
' Such implements of mifchief as ihall dafh 
' To pieces, and orewhelm whatever ftands 
490 Adverfe, that they fhall fear we have difarmd 
I The Thunderer of his only dreaded bolt. 
Nor long fhall be our labour, yet ere dawne, 
EfFedt fhall end our wiHi. Mean while revive ; 
Abandon fear ; to flrength and counfel joind 
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Think nothing hard, much lefs to be defpaird. 

He ended, and his words thir drooping chere 

Enlightn'd, and thir languilht hope reviv'd. 

Th' invention all admir'd, and each, how hee 

To be th* inventer mifs'd, fo eafie it feemd 

Once found, which yet unfound moil would have 

Impoilible : yet haply of thv Race (thought 

In future dayes, if Malice (hould abound. 

Some one intent on mifchief, or infpir'd 

With devlUh machination might devile 

Like inftrument to plague the Sons of men 

For (in, on warr and mutual daughter bent. 

Forthwith from Councd to the work they flew. 

None arguing flood, innumerable hands 

Were ready, in a moment up they turnd 

Wide the Celeftial foile, and faw beneath 

Th' originals of Nature in thir crude 

Conception ; Sulphurous and Nitrous Foame 

They found, they mingl'd, and with futtle Art, 

Concodled and adufled they reduc'd 

To blackeft grain, and into ftore conveyd .* 

Part hidd'n veins diggd up (nor hath this Earth 

Entrails unlike) of Mineral and Stone, 

Whereof to found thir Engins and thir Balls 

Of mifiive ruin ; part incentive reed 

Provide, pernicious with one touch to fire. 

So all ere day fpring, under confcious Night 

Secret they finifti'd, and in order fet. 

With filent circumfpe<5tion unefpi'd. 

Now when fair Morn Orient in Heav'n appeerd 

Up rofe the Vidlor Angels, and to Arms 

The matin Trumpet Sung : in Arms they flood 
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Of Golden Panoplie, refulgent Hoft, 
Soon banded ; others from the dawning Hills 
Lookd round, and Scouts each Coaft light-armed 
530 Each quarter, to defcrie the diftant foe, (fcoure 
Where lodg'd, or whither fled, or if for fight, 
In motion or in alt : him foon they met 
Under fprcd Enfignes moving nigh, in (low 
But firm Battalion ; back wiSi feeedieft Sail 
Zophiel, of Cherubim the fwifteft wing. 
Came flying, and in mid Aire aloud thus cri'd. 

Arme, wiurrioufs, Arme for fight, the foe at hand. 
Whom fled we thought, will fave us long purfuit 
This day, foar not his flight ; fo thick a Cloud 
540 He comes, and fettl'd in his hioi I fee 
Sad refolution and fecure : let each 
His Adamantine coat gird well, and each 
Fit well his Hclme, gripe fad his orbed Shield, 
Born eevn or high, for this day will pour down. 
If I conjedlure aught, no drizling fhowr, 
But ratling ftorm of Arrows barbd with hre. 
So warnd he them aware themfelves, and foon 
In order, quit of all impediment ; 
Inftant without difturb they took AUarm, 
550 And onward move Embattelld ; when behold 
Not diftant fiir with heavie pace the Foe 
Approaching erois and huge ; in hollow Cube 
Training his devilifli Eneinrie, impal'd 
On every fide with (haddowing Squadrons Deep, 
To hide the fraud. At interview both ftood 
A while, but fuddenly at head appeerd 
Satan: And thus was heard Commanding loud. 
Vangard, to Right and Left the Front unfould ; 
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That all may fee who hate us, how we feek 
Peace and compofure, and with open breft 
Stand readie to receive them, if they like 
Our overture, and turn not back perverfe ; 
But that I doubt, however witneis Heaven, 
Heav*n witneis thou anon, while we difcharge 
Freely our part : yee who appointed ftand 
Do as you have in charge, and briefly touch 
What we propound, and loud that all may hear. 

So fcoffing in ambiguous words, he fcarce 
Had ended ; when to Right and Left the Front 
Divided, and to either Flank retir'd. 
Which to our eyes difcoverd new and ftrange, 
A triple-mounted row of Pillars laid 
On Wheels (for like to Pillars moft they feem'd 
Or hollow'd bodies made of Oak or Firr 
With branches lopt, in Wood or Mountain fell'd) 
Brafs, Iron, Stonie mould, had not thir mouthes 
With hideous orifice gap't on us wide. 
Portending hollow truce ; at each behind 
A Seraph ftood, and in his hand a Reed 
Stood waving tipt with fire; while we fufpenfe, 
CoUeded ftood within our thoughts amus'd. 
Not long, for fudden all at once thir Reeds 
Put forth, and to a narrow vent appli'd 
With niceft touch. Immediate in a flame, 
But foon obfcur'd with fmoak, all Heav'n appeerd. 
From thofe deep-throated Engins belcht, whofe 
Emboweld with outragious noife the Air, (roar 
And all her entrails tore, difgorging foule 
Thir devillirh glut, chaind Thunderbolts and Hail 
Of Iron Globes, which on the Vi^or Hoft 
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Level'd, with fuch impetuous furie fmote, 
That whom they hit, none on thir feet might ftand, 
Though Handing elfe as Rocks, but down they fell 
By thoufands, Angel on Arch-Angel rowl'd ; 
The fooner for thir Arms, unarm'd they might 
Have eafily as Spirits evaded fwift 
By Quick oontradion or remove; but now 
Foiue diffipadon fbllow'd and fbrc't rout ; 
Nor ferv'dit to relax thir ferried files* 
600 What (hould they do ? if on they ruflit» repulfe 
Repeated, and indecent overthrow 
Doubl'd, would render them yet more defpis'd. 
And to thir foes a laughter ; for in view 
Stood rankt of Seraphim another row 
In pofture to difplode thir fccond tire 
Of Thunder : back defeated to return 
They worfe abhorr'd. Satan beheld thir plight. 
And to his Mates thus in derifion call'd. 

O Friends, why come not on thcfc Victors proud? 
610 Ere while they fierce were coming, and when wee, 
To entertain them fair with open Front (terms 
And Breft, (what could we more?) propounded 
Of compofition, ftrait they changed thir minds. 
Flew off, and into ftrange vagaries fell. 
As th^ would dance, yet (or a dance they feemd 
Somwhat extravagant and wilde, perhaps 
For joy of offerd peace ; but I fuppofe 
If our propofals once again were heard 
We (hould compel them to a quick refult. 
620 To whom thus Belial in like gamefom mood. 
Leader, the terms we fent were terms of weight, 
Of hard contents, and full of force urg'd home. 

Such 
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Such as we might perceive amus'd them all, 
And ftumbl'd many, who receives them right, 
Had need from head to foot well underftand ; 
Not underftood, this gift they have beiides. 
They (hew us when our foes walk not upright. 

So they among themfelTes in pleafant veine 
Stood fooffing, highthn'd in thir thoughts beyond 
All doubt of Vidorie, eternal might 
To match with thir inventions they prefum'd 
So eafie, and of his Thunder made a fcorn. 
And all his Hoft derided, while they ftood 
A while in trouble; but they ftood not long, 
Rage prompted them at length, & found them arms 
Againft fuch hellirti mifchief fit to oppofe. 
Forthwith (behold the excellence, the power 
Which God hath in his mighty Angels plac'd) 
Thir Arms away they threw, and to the Hills 
(For Earth hath this variety from Heav'n 
Of pleafure lituate in Hill and Dale) 
Light as the Lightning glimpf they ran, they flew. 
From thir foundations loofning to and fro 
They pluckt the feated Hills with all thir load. 
Rocks, Waters, Woods, and by the (haggie tops 
Up lifting bore them in thir hands : Amaze, 
Be fure, and terrour feis'd the rebel Hoft, 
When coming towards them fo dread they faw 
The bottom of the Mountains upward turn'd. 
Till on thofe curfed Engins triple-row 
They faw them whelmd, and all thir confidence 
Under the weight of Mountains buried deep, 
Themfelvcs invaded next, and on thir heads 
Main Promontories flung, which in the Air 
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Came fhadowing, and oppreft whole Legions arm*d, 
Thir armor help'd thir harm, crufh't in and brus'd 
Into thir fubftance pent, which wrought them pain 
Implacable, and many a dolorous groan. 
Long ftrugling underneath, ere ms^ could wind 

660 Out of fuch prifon, though Spirits of pureft light, 
Pureft at firn, now grofs by unning grown. 
The reft in imitation to like Armes 
Betook them, and the neighbouring Hills uptore ; 
So Hills amid the Air encounterd Hills 
Hurl'd to and fro with jaculation dire. 
That under ground they fought in difmal ihade ; 
Infernal noik ; Warr feem'd a civil Game 
To this uproar ; horrid confufion heapt 
Upon confufion rofe : and now all Heav'n 

670 Had gone to wrack, with ruin overfpred, 

Had not th' Almightie Father where he fits 
Shrin'd in his Sandtuarie of Heav'n fecure, 
Confulting on the fum of things, forefeen 
This tumult, and permitted all, advis'd : 
That his great purpofe he might lb fulfill. 
To honour his Anointed Son aveng'd 
Upon his enemies, and to declare 
AU power on him transferred.* whence to hb Son 
Th' AiTeflor of his Throne he thus began. 

680 Effulgence of my Glorie, Son belov'd. 
Son in whofe face invifible is beheld 
Vilibly, what by Deitie I am, 
And in whofe hand what by Decree I doe. 
Second Omnipotence, two dayes are paft, 
Two dayes, as we compute the dayes of Heav'n, 
Since Michael and his Powers went forth to tame 
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Thefe difobedient ; fore hath been thir fight. 
As likelieft was, when two fuch Foes met arm'd ; 
For to themfelves I left them, and thou knowii» 
Equal in their Creation they were form'd, 
Save what fin hath impaird, which yet hath wrought 
Infenfibly, for I fufpend thir doom ; 
Whence in perpetual fight they needs muft laA. 
Endlefs, and no folution will be found : 
Warr wearied hath perform'd what Warr can do. 
And to diforder'd rage let loofe the reines, (makes 
With Mountains as whh Weapons arm'd, which 
Wild work in Heav'n, and dangerous to the maine. 
Two dayes are therefore paft» me third is thine ; 
For thee I have ordain'd it, and thus farr 
Have fufferd, that the Glorie may be thine 
Of ending this great Warr, fmce none but Thou 
Can end it. Into thee fuch Vertue and Grace 
Immenfe I have transfus'd, that all may know 
In Heav'n and Hell thy Power above compare. 
And this perverfe Commotion govcrnd thus, 
To manifeft thee vvorthieft to be Heir 
Of all things, to be Heir and to be King 
By Sacred Undion, thy deferved right. 
Go then thou Mightieft in thy Famers might, 
Aicend my Chariot, guide the rapid Whedes 
That (hake Heav'ns bafis, bring forth all my Warr, 
My Bow and Thunder, my Almightie Arms 
Gird on, and Sword upon thy puilTant Thigh ; 
Purfue thefe fons of Darknefs, drive them out 
From all Heav'ns bounds into the utter Deep : 
There let them learn, as likes them, to deipife 
God and Meffiab his anointed King. 
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He faid, and on hia Son with Rayes direft 
720 Shon fiill, he all hb Father full expreft 

Ineffably into his face receiv'd, 
And thus the filial Godhead anfwering fpake. 

O Father, O Supream of heav'nly Thrones, 
Firft, Highcfl, Holiefl, Befl, thou alwayes feekft 
To glorifie thy Son, I alwayes thee. 
As is mofl jufl ; this I my Gloria account* 
My exaltation, and my whole delight, 
That thou in me well pleas'd, declarfl thy will 
Fulfill'd, which to fulfil is all my blifs. 
730 Scepter and Power, thy giving, I afTume, 
And gladlier fliall rcfign, when in the end 
Thou (halt be All in All, and I in thee 
For ever, and in mee all whom thou lov'ft : 
But whom thou bat*ft, I hate« and can put on 
Thy terrors, as I put diy mildneis on* 
Image of thee in all things ; and fhall foon, 
Aniid with thy might, rid heav'n of thcfc rebell'd. 
To thir prepar'd ill Manfion driven down 
To chains of Darknefs, and th' undying Worm, 
740 That from thy jufl obedience could revolt, 
Whom to obey is happinefs entire. 
Then flvall thy Saints unmixt, and from th' impure 
Farr feparate, circling thy holy Mount 
Unfained HalU'luiahs to thee fing. 
Hymns of high praife, and I among them chief. 
So faid, he o re his Scepter bowing, rofe 
From the right hand of Glorie where he fate. 
And the third facred Mom began to (lune 
Dawning through Heav'n: forth rufli'd with whirl- 
750 The Cl^iot of Paternal Deitie, (wind found 
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Flalhing thick flames, Whcele within Wheele un- 
it felf inftindt with Spirit, but convoyd (drawn. 
By four Cherubic fhapes, four Faces each 
Had wondrous, as with Starrs thir bodies all 
And Wings were fet with Eyes, with Eyes the 
Of Beril, luid careering Fires between ; (Wheels 
Over thir heads a chiyftal Firmament, 
Whereon a Saphir Throne, inlaid with pure 
Amber, and colours of the (howrie Arch. 
Hee in Celeftial Panoplie all armd 
Of radiant C7r/w, work divinely wrought, 
Afcended, at his right hand Vidtorie 
Sate Eagle-wing'd, beiide him hung his Bow 
And Quiver with three-bolted Thunder ftor'd. 
And from about him fierce Effufion rowld 
Of fmoak and bickering flame, and fparkles dire ; 
Attended with ten thoufand thoufand Saints, 
He onward came, farr off his coming rtion, 
And twentie thoufand (I thir number heard) 
Chariots of God, half on each hand were feen : 
Hee on the wings of Cherub rode fublime 
On the Cryflallin Skie, in Saphir Thron*d. 
Illttftrious farr and wide, biit by his own 
Firft feen, them unexpected joy furpriz'd, 
When the great Enfign of Mejiah blaz'd 
Aloft by Angels born, his Sign in Heav'n : 
Under whofe Condudt Michael foon reduc'd 
His Armie, circumfus'd on either Wing, 
Under thir Head imbodicd all in one. 
Before him Power Divine his way prepar'd ; 
At his command the uprooted Hills rctir'd 
Each to his place, they heard his voice and went 
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Obfequious, Heav'n his wonted face renewd. 
And with frefli Flourets Hill and Valley fnulU 

This faw his haplefs Foes, but ftood obdur'd* 
And to rebellious fight rallied thir Powers 
Infenfate, hope conceiving from defpair. 
In heav'nly Spirits could fuch perverfenefs dwell? 
But to convince the proud what Signs availe» 
790 Or Wonders move th' obdurate to relent ? 

They hard'nd more by what might moil reclame. 
Grieving to fee his Glorie, at the fight 
Took cnvie, and afpiring to his highth, 
Stood reimbattell'd hcrcc, by force or fraud 
Weening to profpcr, and at length prevaile 
Againft God and Mefiah^ or to fall 
In univerfal riiin laft, and now 
To final Battel drew» difdaining flight. 
Or fiiint retreat ; when the great Son of God 
800 To all his Hoft on either hand thus fpake. 

Stand ftill in bright array ye Saints, here ftand 
Ye Angels arm'd, this day from Battel reft ; 
Faithful hath been your Warfare, and of God 
Accepted, fearlefs in his righteous Caufe, 
And as ye have rcccivd, fo have ye don 
Invincibly ; but of this curfed crew 
The punilhmcnt to other hand belongs, 
Vengeance is his, or whofe he fole appoints ; 
Number to this dayes work is not ordain'd 
810 Nor multitude, ftand onely and behold 
Gods indignation on thefe Godlefs pourd 
By mee ; not you but mee th^ have defpis'd. 
Yet envied ; againft mee is all thir rage, 
Becaufe the Father, t'whom in Heav'n fupream 
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Kingdom and Power and Glorie appertains. 
Hath honourd me according to his will. 
Therefore to mee thir doom he hath adig'n'd ; 
That they may have thir wiih, to trie with mee 
In Battel which the ftronger proves, they all. 
Or I alone againft them, iince by ftrength 
They meafure all, of other excellence 
Not emulous, nor care who them excells ; 
Nor other ftrife with them do I voutfiife. 

So fpake the Son, and into terrour changed 
His count'nance too fevere to be beheld 
And full of wrauth bent on his Enemies, 
At once the Four fpred out thir Starrie wings 
With dreadful (hade contiguous, and the Orbes 
Of his fierce Chariot rowld, as with the found 
Of torrent Floods, or of a numerous Hoft. 
Hee on hb impious Foes right onward drove, 
Gloomie as Night ; under his huming Wheeles 
The ftedfaft Empyrean (hook throughout, 
All but the Throne it felf of God. Full foon 
Among them he arriv'd ; in his right hand 
Grafping ten thoufand Thunders, which he fent 
Before him, fuch as in thir Soules infix'd 
Plagues; they aftonifht all refinance loil. 
All courage ; down thir idle weapons drop'd ; 
O're Shields and Helmes, and helmed heads he rode 
Of Thrones and mighty Seraphim proftrate, 
That wilh'd the Mountains now might be again 
Thrown on them as a rticlter from his ire. 
Nor lefs on either fide tempefluous fell 
His arrows, from the fourfold-vifag'd Fourc, 
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DifUnd with eyes, and from the living Wheels, 
DiiUnA alike with multitude of eyes, 
One Spirit in them rul*d, and every eye 
Glar'd lightning, and (hot forth pernicious fire 
850 Among th* accurft, that witherd all tfair ftrength. 
And of thir wonted vigour left them draind» 
Exhaufled, fpiritlefs, affliaed, fall'n. 
Yet half his ftrength he put not forth, but check'd 
His Thunder in mid Volie, for he meant 
Not to deftroy, but root them out of Heav'n : 
The overthrown he rais'd, and as a Heard 
Of Goats or timcrous flock together throngd 
Drove them before him Thunder-ftruck, purfu'd 
With terrors and with furies to the bounds 
860 And Chryftall wall of Heav'n, which op'ning wide, 
Rowld inward, and a fpacious Gap difclos'd 
Into the waftful Deep ; the monftrous (ight 
Strook them with horror backward, but far worie 
Urg'd them behind ; headlong tfaemfelvs they threw 
Down from the verge of Heav'n, Eternal wrauth 
Burnt after them to the bottomlefs pit. 

Hell heard th' unfufferable noife, Hell faw 
Heav'n ruining from Heav'n and would have fled 
Affrighted ; but ftridl Fate had cafl too deep 
870 Her dark foundations, and too faft had bound. 
Nine dayes they fell ; confounded Chaos roard. 
And felt tenfold confufion in thir fall 
Through his wilde Anarchic, fo huge a rout 
Incumberd him with ruin : Hell at laft 
Yawning receavd them whole, and on them clos'd. 
Hell thir fit habitation fraught with fire 
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Unquenchable, the houfe of woe and paine. 
Disburd'nd Heav'n rejoic'd, and foon repaird 
Her mural breach, returning whence it rowld. 
Sole Vidor from th' expulfion of his Foes 
Mejjiah his triumphal Chariot tumd : 
To meet him all his Saints, who filent ftood 
Eye witnefles of his Almightie Ads, 
With Jubilie advancM ; and as they went. 
Shaded with branching Palme, each order bright. 
Sung Triumph, and him fung Vidorious King, 
Son, Heire, and Lord, to him Dominion giv*n, 
Worthieft to Reign : he celebrated rode 
Triumphant through mid Heav'n, into the Courts 
And Temple of his mightie Father Thron'd 
On high ; who into Glorie him receav'd, 
Where now he fits at the right hand of blifs. 

Thus meafuring things in Heav'n by things on 
At thy requeft, and that thou maift beware (Earth 
By what is pafl, to thee I have reveal'd 
What might have elfe to human Race bin hid ; 
The difcord which befel, and Warr in Heav'n 
Among th' An^c Powers, and the deqp £dl 
Of thofe too high afpiring, who rebelld 
With Satarty hee who envies now thy ftate. 
Who now is plotting how he may feduce 
Thee alfo from obedience, that with him 
Bereavd of happinefs thou maifl partake 
His punifhment. Eternal miferie ; 
Which would be all his folace and revenge. 
As a defpite don againft the moft High, 
Thee once to gaine Companion of his woe. 

But 
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But lift'n not to his Temptations, warne 
Thy weaker ; let it profit thee to have heard 
By terrible Example the reward 
Of difobedience ; firm they might have ftood. 
Yet fell ; remember, and fear to tranfgrefs. 

• 
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El'cend from Heav'n Uraniay bv 

that name 

If rightly thou art call'd, whofc 

Voice divine 
Following, above th' Olympian 

Hill I foare. 
Above the flight of Pegafean wing. 
The meaning, not the Name I cidl : fin* thou 
Nor of the Mufes nine, nor on the top 
Of old Olympus dwell'ii, but Heav'nlie borne. 
Before the Hills appeerd, or Fountain flow'd. 
Thou with Eternal wifdom didft converfe, 
Wifdom thy Sifter, and with her didft play 
In prefence of th' Almightie Father, pleas'd 
With thy Celeftial Song. Up led by thee 
Into the Heav'n of Heav'ns I have prefum'd. 
An Earthlie Gueft, and drawn Empyreal Aire, 
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Thy tempring ; with like fafetie guided down 
Return me to my Native Element : 
Leaft from this flying Steed unrein'd, (as once 
BelierophoTiy though from a lower Clime) 
Difmounted, on th' Akian Field I fall 
20 Erroneous, there to wander and forlorne. 

Half yet remaines unfung, but narrower bonnd 
Within the vifible Diornd Spheare ; 
Standing on Earth, not rapt above the Pole, 
More f& I Sing with mortal voice, unchang'd 
To hoarce or mute, though fall'n on evil dayea» 
On evil dayes though fall'n, and evil tongoe8 ; 
In darknefs, and with dangers compaft rouud. 
And folitude ; yet not alone, while thou 
Vifit'ft my flumbers Nightly, or when Morn 
JO ! Purples the Eaft : ftill govern thou my Song, 
Urania^ and fit audience find, though few. 
But drive farr off the barbarous difTonance 
Of Bacchus and his Revellers, the Race 
Of that wilde Rout that tore the Thracian Bard 
In Rhodop€y where Woods and Rocks .had Earcs 
To rapture, till the favagc clamor dround 
Both Harp and Voice; nor could the Mufe defend 
Her Son. So fail not thou, who thee implores : 
For thou art Heaven lie, fliee an empty cbeame. 
40 Say Goddels, what enfu*d when tUfhadt 
The affable Arcb-angel, had fbrewam'd 
Adam by dire example to beware 
Apoftafie, by what befell in Heaven 
To thofe Apoftates, leaft the like befall 
In Paradife to Adam or his Race, 
Charg'd not to touch the interdi^ed Tree, 

If 
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If they tranfgrefs, and flight that fole command. 

So eafily obeyd amid the choice 

Of all tails elfe to pleafe thir appetite, 

Though wandring. He with his conforted Eflx 

The ftorie heard attentive, and was fill'd 

With admiration, and deep Mufe to heare 

Of things fo high and flrange, things to thir thought 

So unimagmable at liate in Het^'D, 

And Warr fo neer the Peace of God in blifi 

With fuch confofion : but the evil foon 

Driv'n back redounded as a flood on thofe 

From whom it fprung, impoflible to mix 

With BlefTednefs. Whence Adam foon lepeal'd 

The doubts that in his heart arofe : and now 

Led on, yet finleis, with defire to know 

What neerer might concern him, how this World 

Of Heav*n and Earth confpicuous firft began, 

When, and whereof created, for what caufe. 

What within Rden or without was done 

Before his memorie, as one whofe drouth 

Yet fcarce allay'd ftill eyes the current ftreame, 

Whofe liquid murmur heard new thirft excites. 

Proceeded thus to aflc his Heav'nly Gueft. 

Great things, and full of wonder in our eares, 
Fanr differing fiom this World, thon haft leveal'd 
Divine Interpreter, by fiivour fent 
Down from the Empyrean to forewame 
Us timely of what might elfe have bin our lols, 
Unknown, which human knowledg could not reach : 
For which to the infinitly Good we owe 
Immortal thanks, and his admoniihment 
Receave with folemne purpofe to dbferve 
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Immutably his fovran will, the end 
80 Of what we arc. But fince thou haft voutiaTt 
Gently tor our inftruction to impart 
Things above Earthly thought, which yet coocernd 
Our knowing, as to highcft wifdom fecmd. 
Deign to del'cend now lower, and relate , 
What may no leU perhaps availe us known, < 
How Ml began thk HetT'n which we hdmld r 
' Diftant fo high, with nxwing Fires adomd j 
; Innumerable* and tins which yeekk or fills 1 
i All f|»oe» the ambient Aire wide inteifus'd 
90 Imbracing ronnd this florid Earth, what cauic 
Mov*d the Creator in his holy Reft 
Through all Eternttie fo late to build 
In Chaos ^ and the work begun, how foon 
Abfolv'd, if unforbid thou maift unfould ' 
What wee, not to explore the fecrets aike I 
Of his Eternal Empire, but the more 
To magnihe his works, the more we know. 
And the great Light of Day yet w ants to run 
Much ctf his Race though ftcep, fufpcnf in Heav'n 
Held by thy voice, thy potent voice he hcares. 
And longer will delay to heare thee tell 
His Generation, and the rifing Birth 
Of Nature from the unappaient Deep : 
Or if the Starr of Eevning and the Moon 
Halle to thy audience. Night with her will bring 
Silence, and Sleep liftning to thee will watch. 
Or we can bid his abfence, till thy Song 
End, and difmifs thee ere the Morning fliinc. 
Thus his illuftrous Gueft befought : 

And thus the GodUke Angel anfwerd mildc. 
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This alfo thy requeft with caution askt 
Obtaine : though to recount Almightie works 
What words or tongue of Seraph can fuffice. 
Or heart of mm fuffice to comprehend ? 
Yet what thou canft attain^ which heft may ferve 
To glorifie the Maker, and inferr 
Thee alfo happier, fliall not be withheld 
Thy hearing, liich Commiflion from above 
I have receav'd, to anfwer thy delire 
Of knowledge within bounds; beyond abftain 
To ask, nor let thine own inventions hope 
Things not reveal'd, which th' invifible King, 
Onely Omnifcient, hath fuppreft in Night, 
To none communicable in Earth or Heaven .* 
Anough is left befides to fearch and know. 
But Knowledge is as food, and needs no lefs 
Her Temperance over Appetite, to know 
In meafurc what the mind may well contain, 
Opprefles elfe with Surfet, and foon turns 
Wifdom to Folly, as Nourifliment to Winde. 

Know then, that after Lucifer from Heav'n 
(So call him, brighter once amidft the Hoik 
Of Angels, dien that Starr the Starrs among) 
Fell with his flaming Legions through the Deep 
Into his place, and the great Son returnd 
Vi^orious with his Saints, th* Omnipotent 
Eternal Father from his Throne beheld 
Thir multitude, and to his Son thus fpake. 

At leaft our envious Foe hath fail'd, who thought 
All like himfelf rebellious, by whofe aid 
This inacceflible high ftrength, the feat 
Of Deitie fupream, us difpolTeil, 

He 
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He truflcd to have feis'd, and into fraud 
Drew many, whom thir place knows here no more; 
Yet farr the greater part have kept, I fee, 
Thir ftation, Heav'n yet populous retaines 
Number fufficicnt to pofTefs her Realmes 
Though wide, and this high Temple to frequent 
With Minifteries due and folemn Rites : 
But leaft his heart exalt him in the hanne 
Already done, to have difpeopl'd Heav'n» 
My damage fondly deem'd, I can repaire 
That detriment, if fuch it be to lofe 
Self-loft, and in a moment will create 
Another World, out of one man a Race 
Of men innumerable, there to dwell. 
Not here, till by degrees of merit rais'd 
They open to themfelves at length the way 
Up hither, under long obedience tri'd. 
And Earth be chang'd to Heavn, & Heav'n to Earth, 
One Kingdom, Joy and Union without end. 
Mean while inhabit laxe, ye Powers of Heav'n, 
And thou my Word, begotten Son, by thee 
This I perform, fpeak thou, and be it don : 
My overlhadowing Spirit and might with thee 
J tend along, ride forth, and bid the Deep 
Within appointed bounds be Heav'n and Earth, 
Boundleis the Deep, becaufe I am who fill 
Infinitude, nor vacuous the fpace. 
Though I uncircumfcrib*d my felf retire. 
And put not forth my goodnefs, which is free 
To aA or not, Neceflitie and Chance 
Approach not mee, and what I will is Fate. 
So fpaiie th' Almightie, and to what he fpake 
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His Word, the Fihal Godhead, gave e(fe&. 
Immediate are the Ads of God, more fwift 
Then time or motion, but to human ears 
Cannot without procefs of fpeech be told. 
So told as earthly notion can receave. 
Great triumph and rejoycing was in Heav'n i8o 
When fuch was heard declar'd the Almightie's will ; 
Glorie they fung to the moil High, good will 
To future men, and in thir dwellings peace : 
Glorie to him whofe juft avenging ire 
Had driven out th' ungodly from his fight 
And th' habitations of the juft ; to him 
Glorie and praife, whole wifdom had oidain'd 
Good out of evil to create, in ftead 
Of Spirits maligne a better Race to bring 
Into thir vacant room, and thence diffufe 190 
His good to Worlds and Ages infinite. 
So fang the Hierarchies ; Mean while the Son 
On his great Expedition now appeer'd. 
Girt with Omnipotence, with Radiance crown'd 
Of Majeftie Divine, Sapience and Love 
Immenfe, and all his Father in him Dion. 
About his Chariot numberlefs were pour'd 
Cherub and Seraph, Potentates and Thrones, 
And Vertne^ wing^ Spirits, and Chariots wing'd, 
From the Armoury of God, where ftand of old 200 
Myriads between two brazen Mountains lodg'd 
Againft a folemn day, hameft at hand, 
Celeftial Equipage ; and now came forth 
Spontaneous, tor within them Spirit livd. 
Attendant on thir Lord : Heav*n op*nd wide 
Her ever during Gates, Harmonious found 
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On golden Hinges moving, to let forth 
The King of Glorie in his powerful Word 
And Spirit coming to create new Worlds. 
210 On heav'nly ground they flood, and £rom the (bore 
They view'd the vaft imaieafnrable Abyfs 
Outrageous as a Sea, dark» wafteful, wik)e» 
Up from the bottom turn'd by furious windes 
And furging waves, as Mountains to afl&ult 
Hcav'ns hi^th, and with the Center mix the Pole. 

Silence, ye troubl'd waves, and thou Deep, peace. 
Said then th' Omnific Word, your difcord end.* 

Nor Aaid, but on the Wings of Cherubim 
Uplifted, in Paternal Glorie rode 
220 ; Farr into Chaos ^ and the World unborn ; 

For Chaos heard his voice : him all his Traine 
FoUow'd in bright proccHion to behold 
Creation, and the wonders of his might. 
Then ftaid the fervid Whecles, and in his hand 
He took the golden Compalles, prepar'd 
In Gods Eternal (lore, to circumfcribe 
This Univerfe, and all created things : 
One ibot he center'd, and the other turn'd 
Round through the vaft profunditie obfcure, 
230 And faid, thus farr extend, thus hxr thy bounds. 
This be thy juft Circumference, O World. 
Thus God the Heav'n created, thus the Earth, 
Matter unform'd and void : Darlcnefs profound 
Cover'd th* Abyis : but on the watrie calme 
His brooding wings the Spirit of God outfpred. 
And vital vcrtue infus'd, and vital warmth 
Throughout the fluid Mafs, but downward purg'd 
The black tartareous cold infernal dregs 
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Adverie to life : then founded, then conglob'd 
Like things to like, the reft to feveral place 
Difparted, and between fpun out the Air, 
And Earth felf-ballanc't on her Center hung. 

Let ther be Light, faid God, and forthwith Light 
Ethereal, firft of things, quinteflence pure 
Sprung from the Deep, and from her Native Eaft 
To journle through the airie eloom began, 
Sphear'd in a radiant Cloud, ror yet the Sun 
Was not ; fliee in a cloudie Tabernacle 
Sojourn'd the while. God faw the Light was good;l 
And light from darknefs by the Hcmifphere 
Divided: Light the Day, and Darknefs Night j 
He nam'd. Thus was the firft Day Eev'n and Morn: 
Nor paft uncelebrated, nor unfung 
By the Celcftial Qiiires, when Orient Light 
Exhaling firft from Darknefs they beheld ; 
Birth-day of Hcav'n and Earth ; with joy and ihout 
The hollow Lniverfal Orb they fill'd. 
And touch't thir Golden Harps, £c hymning prais'd 
God and his works, Creatour him they fung« 
Both whbn firft Eevning was, and when firft Morn. 

Again, God (aid, let ther be Firmament 
Amid the Waters, and let it divide 
The Waters from the Waters and God made 
The Firmament, expanfe of liquid, pure, 
Tranfparent, Elemental Air, difFus'd 
I n circuit to the uttermoft convex 
Of this great Round : partition firm and fure. 
The Waters underneath from tliofc above 
Dividing : for as Earth, fo bee the World 
Built on circumfluous Waters calme, in wide 
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Cryflallin Ocean, and the loud mifrule 
Of Chaos farr remov'd, leaft fierce extreames 
Contiguous might diftemper the whole frame.' 
And Hcav'n he nam'd the Firmament : So Eev'n 
And Morning Chorus fung the fecond Day. 

The Earth was form'd, but in the Womb as yet 
Of Waters, Embr3ron immature involved, 
Appeer'd not : over all the face of Earth 
Main Ocean flow'd, not idle, but with warmc 
280 Prolitic humour foft'ning all her Globe, 
Fermented the great Mother to conceave. 
Satiate with genial inoiflure, when God laid 
Be gathcr'd now yc Waters under Heav'n 
Into one place, and let dry Land appeer. 
Immediately the Mountains huge appeer 
Emergent, and thir broad bare backs upheave 
Into the Clouds, thir tops afcend the Skie : 
So high as heav*d the tumid Hills, fo low 
Down funk a hollow bottom broad and deep, 
290 ! Capacious bed of Waters: thither 'they 
Hailed with glad precipitance, uprowld 
As drops on duft conglobing from the drift ; 
Part rife in cryftal Wall, or ridge dire<^t. 
For haftc; fuch flight the great command impre&'d 
On the fwift flouds : as Armies at the call 
Of Trumpet (for of Armies thou haft heard) 
Troop to thir Standard, fo the watric throng. 
Wave rowling after Wave, where way they found, 
If fteep, with torrent rapture, if through Plaine, 
300 Soft-ebbing ; nor withftood them Rock or Hill, 
But they, or under ground, or circuit wide 
With Serpent errour wandring, found thir way. 

And 
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And on tlic walliie Ook' deep Chs 
Eafie, c're God had bid the ground be drie. 
All but within thofe banks, where Rivers now 
Stream, and perpetual draw tbir humid traine. 
The dry Land, Earth, and the great receptacle 
Of congregated Waters he call'd Seas: 
And faw that it was good, and faid. Let th* Earth 
Put forth the verdant Grafs, Herb yeilding Seed, 
And Fruit Tree yeilding Fruit after her kind ; 
Whofe Seed is in her felf upon the Earth. 
He fcarce had faid, when the bare Earth, till then 
Defert and bare, un Tightly, unadorn'd. 
Brought forth the tender Grafs, whofe verdure clad 
Her Univerfal Face with pleafant green, 
Then Herbs of every leaf, that fuddcn tiour'd 
Op'ning thir various colours, and made gay 
Her bofom fmelling fweet : and thefc fcarce blown. 
Forth fiourilh't thick the cluftring Vine, forth crept 
The fmelling Gourd, up Hood the cornie Reed 
Embattell'd in her field : add the humble Shrub, 
And Bufh with frizl'd hair implicit : lail 
Rofe as in Dance the fUtely Trees, and fpred 
Thir branches hung with copious Fruit ; or gemm'd 
Thir Bloflbms: with high Woods the Hills were 
With tufts the vallies & each fountain fide, (crownd, 
With borders long the Rivers. That Earth now 
Seemd like to Heav'n, a feat where Gods might 
Or wander with delight, and love to haunt (dwell, 
Her facred (hades : though God had yet not rain'd 
Upon the Earth, and man to till the ground 
None was, but from the Earth a dewie Mift 
Went up and waterd all the ground, and each 
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Plant of the field, which e*re it was in the Earth 
God made, and every Herb, before it grew 
On the green ftemm ; God faw that it was good : 
So Eev'n and Morn recorded the Third Day. 
Again th* Almightie fpake : Let there be Lights 
340 High in th* expanfe of Heaven to divide 

The Day from Night ; and let them be for Signes, 
For Seafons, and for Dayes, and circling Years, 
And let them be for Lights as I ordaine 
Thir Office in the Firmament of Heav'n 
To give Light on the Earth ; and it was fo. 
And God made two great Lights, great for thir ufc 
To Man, the greater to have rule by Day, 
The Id's by Night alterne : and made the Starrs, 
And let them in the Firmament of Heav'n 
350 To illuminate the Earth, and rule the Day 
In thir vicillitudc, and rule the Night, 
And Light from Darkncfs to divide. God faw. 
Surveying his great Work, that it was good : 
For of Celeftid Bodies firft the San 
A mightie Spheare he fram'd, unlightfom firft, 
Though of Ethereal Mould : then form'd the Moon 
Globofe, and everie magnitude of Starrs, 
And fowd with Starrs the Heav'n thick as a field: 
Of Light by farr the greater part he took, 
360 Tranfplanted from her cloudie Shrine, and plac'd 
In the Suns Orb, made porous to receive 
And drink the liquid Light, firm to retaine 
Her gathcr'd beams, great Palace now of Light. 
Hither as to thir Fountain other Starrs 
Repairing, in thir gold'n Urns draw Light, 
And hence the Morning Planet guilds his horns ; 
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By tindlure or rcflcdlion they augment 

Thir fmall peculiar, though from human fight 

So farr remote, with diminution feen. 

Fird in his EaA. the glorious Lamp was feen. 

Regent of Day, and all th' Horizon round 

Invefted with bright Rayes, jocond to run 

His Longitude through Heav*ns high rode : the gray 

Dawn, and the Pleiades before him danc'd 

Shedding fweet influence : lefs bright the Moon, 

But oppofitc in leveld Weft was fet 

His mirror, with full face borrowing her Light 

From him, for other light (he needed none 

In that afpedt, and ftill that diflance keepes 

Till night, then in the Eaft her turn (he fhines, 

Revolvd on Heav'ns great Axle, and her Reign i 

With thoufand Iclfcr Lights dividual holds, ' 

With thoufand thoufand Starres, that then appeer'd 

Spangling the Heniifphere : then firft adornd 

With thir bright Luminaries that Set and Rofc, 

Glad Eevning & glad Morn crovvnd the fourth day. 

And God laid, let the Waters generate 
Reptil with Spawn abundant, living Soule : 
And let Fowle flie above the Earth, with wing^ 
Difplayd on the op'n Firmament of Heav'n. 
And God created the great Whales, and each 
Soul living, each that crept, which plenteoufly 
The waters generated by thir kindes. 
And every Bird of wing after his kinde; 
And favv that it was good, and blcfs'd them, faying, 
Be fruitful, multiply, and in the Seas 
And Lakes and running Streams the waters fill ; 
And let the Fowle be multiply *d on the Earth. 

Forth- 
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I Forthwith the Sounds and Seas, each Creek & Bay 
400 \ With Frie innumerable fwarme, and Shoales 
Of Filli that with thir Finns and rtiining Scales 
Glide under the green Wave, in ScuUes that oft 
Bank the mid Sea : part (ingle or with mate 
Graze the Sea weed thir paSure, & through Groves 
Of Coral ftray, or fporting with quick glance 
Show to the Sun thir wav*d coats dropt with Gold, 
Or in thir Pearlie (hells at eafe, attend 
Moift nutriment, or under Rocks thir food 
In jointed Armour watch : on fmooth the Scale, 
410 And bended Dolphins play.* part huge of bulk 
Wallowing unweildie, enormous in thir Gate 
Tempeft the Ocean : there Leviathan 
Hug^ft of living Creatures, on the Deep 
Stretch t like a Promontorie fleeps or fwimmcs. 
And feems a moving Land, and at his Gilles 
Draws in, and at his Trunck fpouts out a Sea. 
Mean while the tepid Caves, and Fens and fhoares 
Thir Brood as numerous hatch, from the Egg that 
Burfting with kindly rupture forth difclos'd (foon 
420 ! Thir callow young, but featherd foon and fledge 
' Thev fumm'd thir Penns, and foaring th' air fublime 
With clang defpis'd the ground, under a cloud 
In pi ofpcct; there the ^gle and the Stork 
On Clifis and Cedar tops thir Eyries build : 
Part loofly wing the Region, part more wife 
In common, rang'd in figure wedge thir way. 
Intelligent of fcafons, and fet forth 
Thir Aierie Caravan high over Sea's 
Flying, and over Lands with mutual wing 
430 Ealing thir flight ; fo ftears the prudent Crane 
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Her annual Voiage» born on Windes ; the Aire 
Floats, as they pais, fann*d with unnumber'd plumes: 
From Branch to Branch the fmaller Birds with fong 
Solac'd the Woods, and Ipred thir painted wings 
Till Ev*n, nor then the (olemn Nightingal 
Ceas*d warbling, but all night tun*d her foft layes : 
Others on Silver Lakes and Rivers Bath'd 
Thir downie Breft ; the Swan with Arched neck 
Between her white wings mantling proudly, Rowes 
Her ftate with Oarie feet : yet oft they quit 
The Dank, and rifing on ftifF Pennons, towre 
The mid Aereal Skie : Others on ground 
Walk'd firm ; the crefted Cock whole clarion founds 
The filent hours, and th' other whofe gay Traine 
Adorns him, colour'd with the Florid hue 
Of Rainhows and Starrie Eyes. The Waters thus 
With Filh rcplenifht, and the Aire with Fowle, 
Ev'ning and Morn folemniz'd the Fift day. 

The Sixt, and of Creation laft arofe 
With Eevning Harps and Mattin, when God faid. 
Let th' Earth bring forth Fowle living in her kinde, 
Cattel and Creeping things, and Beaft of the Earth, 
Each in their kinde. The Earth obey'd, and Arait 
Opening her fertil Woomb teem'd at a Birth 
Innumerous living Creatures, pei-fet formes, 
Limb'd and full grown : out of the ground up rofe 
As from his Laire the wilde Beaft where he wonns 
In Forreft wilde, in Thicket, Brake, or Den ; 
Among the Trees in Fairs thcv rofe, they walk'd; 
The Cattel in ihe Fields and Meddowes green: 
Thofe rare and folitarie, thefe in flocks 
Pafturing at once, and in broad Herds upfprung. 
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The graflic Clods now Calv'd, now half appcer'd 
The Tawnie Lion, pawing to get free 
His hinder parts, then fprings as broke from Bonds, 
And Rampant (hakes his Brinded main ; the Ounce, 
The Libbard, and the Tyger, as the Moale 
Riling, the crumbl'd Earth above them threw 
In Hillocks ; the fwift Stag from under ground 
470 Bore up his branching head ; fcarfc from his mould 
' Behemoth biggeft born of Earth upheav'd 
I His vaftncfs .* Flccc't the Flocks and bleating rofe, 
As Plants : ambiguous between Sea and Land 
The River Ilorfe and fcalic Crocodile, 
At once came forth whatever creeps the ground, 
In fed or Wormc ; thofe wav'd thir limber fans 
For wings, and fmalleft Lineaments exad 
In all the Liveries dcdl of Summers pride 
With fpots of Gold and Purple, azure and green : 
480 Thefe as a line thir long dimenfion drew, 

Streaking the ground with finuous trace ; not all 
Minims of Nature ; fome of Serpent kinde 
Wondrous in length and corpulence involv'd 
Thir Snakie foulds, and added wings. Firft crept 
The Parfimonious Emmet, provident 
! Of future, in fmall room large heart enclos'd, 
I Pattern of juft equalitie perhaps 
Hereafter, join'd in her popular Tribes 
Of Commonaltie .* fwarming next appeer'd 
490 I The Femal Bee that feeds her Husband Drone 
j Delicioufly, and builds her waxen Cells 
I With Honey ftor'd : the reft are nun>herlefs, 
! And thou thir Natures know'ft, and gav'ft them 
Ncedleft to thee repeaed ; nor unknown (Names, 
I ' The 
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The Serpent futtl'ft Beaft of all the Held, 
Of huge extent fomtimes, with brazen Eyes 
And hairie Main terrific, though to thee 
Not noxious, but obedient at thy call. 
Now Hcav'n in all her Glorie Ihon, and rowld 
Her motions, as the great firft-Movcrs hand 
Firft wheeld thir courfe; Earth in her rich attire 
Confummate lovly fmil'd ; Aire, Water, Earth, 
By Fowl, Filli, Bcaft,was flown, was fwum, waswali 
Frequent ; and of the Sixt day yet rcmain'd ; 
There wanted yet the Mafter work, the end 
Of all yet don ; a Creature who not prone 
And Brute as other Creatures, but endu'd 
\/^th Sanditie of Reafon, might ered 
His Stature, and upright with Front ferene 
Govern the reft, felf-knowing, and from thence 
Magnanimous to correfpond with Heav'n, 
But grateful to acknowledge whence his good 
Defcends, thither with heart and voice and eyes 
Diredted in Devotion, to adore 
And worrtiip God Supream, who made him chief 
Of all his works : therefore the Omnipotent 
Eternal Father (For where is not hee 
Prefent) thus to his Son audibly fpake. 

Let us make now Man in our image, Man 
In our fimilitude, and let them rule 
Over the Fifh and Fowle of Sea and Aire^ 
Bead of the Field, and over all the Earth, 
And every creeping thing that creeps the ground. 
This (aid, he formd thee, Adam^ thee O Man 
Duft of the ground, and in thy noftrils breath'd 
The breath of Life ; in his own Image hee 
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Created thee, in the Image of God 

Exprefs, and thou becam'fl a living Soul. 
Male he created thee, but thy confort 
530 Fcmal for Race ; then blcfs'd Mankinde, and faid» 
Be fruitful, multiplie, and fill the Earth, 
Subdue it, and throughout Dominion hold 
Over Fifh of the Sea, and Fowle of the Aire, 
And every living thing that moves on the Earth. 
Wherever thus created, for no place 
Is yet diftind: by name, thence, as thou know'ft 
He brought thee into this delicious Grove, 
This Garden, planted with the Trees of God, 
Deledable both to bdudd and tafte ; 
540 And freely all thir pleafant fruit for food 

Gave thee, all forts are here that all th' Earth yeelds, 
Varietie without end ; but of the Tree 
Which tafled works knowledge of Good and Evil, 
Thou mai'fl not ; in the day thou eat'fl, thou di*fl ; 
Death is the penaltie impos'd, beware. 
And govern well thy appetite, Icaft fin 
Surprife thee, and her black attendant Death. 
Here finifh'd hee, and all that he had made 
View'd, and behold all was entirely good ; 
550 So Ev*n and Morn acconiplilh'd the Sixt day: 
Yet not till the Creator from his work 
Defining, though unwearied, up returnd 
Up to the Heav'n of Heav'ns his high abode, 
Thence to behold this new created World 
Th' addition of his Empire,' how it ihew*d 
In profpe^ from his Throne, how good» how &ire, 
Anlwering his great Idea. Up he rode 
Followd with acclamation and the found 
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Symphonious of ten thoufand Harpes that tun'd 
Angelic harmonies: the Earth, the Aire 560 
Refunded, (thou remember'ft, for thou heardft) 
The Heav'ns and all the Conftellations rung. 
The Planets in thir ftations lift'ning ftood. 
While the bright Pomp aicended jubilant. 
Open, ye everlading Gates, they fung. 
Open, ye Heav'ns, your living dores; let in 
The great Creator from his work returnd 
Magnificent, his Six days work, a World ; 
Open, and henceforth oft ; for God will deigne^ 
To vifit oft the dwellings of juft Men 570 
Delighted, and with frequent intcrcourfc 
Thither will fend his winged Meffengers 
On errands of fupernal Grace. So fung 
The glorious Train afcending : He through Hcav'n, 
That open'd wide her blazing Portals, led 
To Gods Eternal houfe direS the way. 
Abroad and ample rode, whole dull is Gold 
And pivement Starrs, as Starrs to thee appeer. 
Seen m the Galazie, that Mllkie way 
Which nightly as a circling Zone thou feeft 580 
Pouderd with Starrs. And now on Earth the Sea- 
Eev'ning arofe in Eden, for the Sun (venth 
Was fet, and twilight from the Bail came on, 
Forerunning Night ; when at the holy mount 
Of Heav'ns high-feated top, th' Impereal Throne 
Of Godhead, fixt for ever firm and fure, 
The Filial Power arriv'd, and fate him down 
With his great Father (for he alfo went 
Invifible, yet ftaid (fuch priviledge 
Hath Omniprefence) and the work ordain'd, 590 
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Author and end of all things, and from work 
Now refting, blefs'd and hallowd the Seav'nth day. 
As refting on that day from all his work. 
But not in filence holy kept ; the Harp 
Had work and refted not, the folemn Pipe, 
And Dulcimer, all Organs of fweet ftop. 
All founds on Fret by String or Golden Wire 
Temper'd foft Tunines, intermixt with Voice 
Choral or Unifon : of incenfe Clouds 

600 Fuming from Golden Cenfers hid the Mount. 
Creation and the Six dayes adts they fung. 
Great are thy works, yeho^oah, infinite 
Thy power; what thought can meafure thee or 
Relate thee ; greater now in thy return (tongue 
Then from the Giant Angels ; thee that day 
Thy Thunders magnifi'd ; but to create 
Is greater then created to deftroy. 
Who can impair thee, mighty King, or bound 
Thy Empire ? eafily the proud attempt 

610 Of Spirits apoftat and thir Counfels vaine 

Thou haft repeld, while impioufly they thought 
Thee to diminifti, and from thee withdraw 
The number of thy worfhippers. Who feekes 
To leffen thee, againft his purpofe ferves 
To manifcft the more thy might : his evil 
Thou ufeft, and from thence creat'fl: more good. 
Witneis this new-made World, another Heav'n 
From Heaven Gate not farr, founded in view 
On the clccr Hyaline^ the Glaflie Sea ; 

620 Of amplitude almoft immenfe, with Starr's 
Numerous, and every Starr perhaps a World 
Of dedind habitation ; but thou know'ft 
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Thir feafons : among thcfc the feat of men. 

Earth with her nether Ocean circumfus'd, 

Thir plcaiant dwelling place. Thrice happic men, 

And fons of men, whom God hath thus advanc't. 

Created in his Image, there to dwell 

And worihip him, and in reward to rule 

Over his Works, on Earth, in Sea, or Air, 

And multiply a Race of Worshippers 

Holy and juft.* thrice happie if they know 

Thir happinefs, and perfevere upright. 

So fung they, and the Empyrean rung. 
With UaUeluiahs : Thus was Sabbath kept. 
And thy requeft think now fulfill'd, that ask'd 
How fir ft this World and face of things began. 
And what before thy mcmorie was don 
From the beginning, that pofteritie 
Informd by thee might know ; if elfe thou fcekft 
Aught, not furpafling human meafurc, fay. 

To whom thus Adam gratefully repli'd. 
What thanks fufficient, or what recompence 
Equal have I to render thee. Divine 
Hyftorian, who thus largely haft allayd 
The thirft I had of knowledge, and voutfaft 
This friendly condeicention to relate 
Things elfe by me unfearchable, now heard 
With wonder, but delight, and, as is due. 
With glorie attributed to the high 
Creator ; fome thing yet of doubt remaines. 
Which onely thy folution can refblve. 
When I behold this goodly Frame, this World 
Of Heav'n and Earth confifting, and compute, 
Thir magnitudes, this Earth a fpot, a graine. 

An 
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An Atom, with the Firmament compar'd 

And all her numbcrd Starrs, that feem to rowle 

Spaces incomprehcnfible (for fuch 

Thir diftance argues and thir fwift return 

Diurnal) meerly to officiate light 

660 Round this opacous Earth, this punctual fpot, 
One day and night; in all thir vaft furvey 
Ufelefs befidesy reafoning I oft admire. 
How Nature wife and frugal could commit 
Such difproportiom, with fuperfluous hand 
So many nobler Bodies to create. 
Greater fo manifold to this one ule, 
For aught appecrs, and on thir Orbs impofe 
Such reftlefs revolution day by day 
Repeated, while the fcdentarie Earth, 

670 That better might with far lefs compafs move, 
Serv'd by more noble then her felf, attaines 
Her end without leaft motion, and receaves. 
As Tribute fuch a fumlefs journey brought 
Of incorporeal fpeed, her warmth and light ; 
Speed, to defcribc whofe fwiftnefs Number failes. 

So fpake our Sire, and by his count'nance fecmd 
Entring on fludious thoughts abftrufe, which Eve 
Perceaving where (he fat retir'd in fight. 
With lowlineis Majeftic from her feat, 

680 And Grace that won who faw to wt(h her (lay, 

Rofe, and went forth among her Fruits and Flours, 
To vilit how they profper'd, bud and bloom» 
Her Nurferie ; they at her coming fprung 
And toucht by her fair tendance gladher grew. 
Yet went (he not, as not with fuch diicourfe 
Delighted, or not capable her eare 
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Of what was high : fuch plcafure the refcrv'd, 

jidam relating, (he fole Auditrefs; 

Her Hufband the Relater ihe preferr'd 

Before the Angel, and of him to ask 

Chofe rather ; hee, ihe knew would intermix 

Grateful digreflions, and folve high diipute 

With conjugal CarefleSf from his Lip 

Not Words alone pleas'd her. O when meet now 

Such pairs, in Love and mutual Honour joyn*d? 

With Goddefs-like demeanour forth (he went ; 

Not unattended, for on her as Queen 

A pomp of winning Graces waited ftill, 

And from ahout her fhot Darts of defire 

Into all Eyes to wi(h her ftill in fight. 

And Raphael now to Adam\ doubt proposed 

Benevolent and facil thus repli'd. 

To ask or fearch I blame thee not, for Heav'n 
Is as the Book of God before thcc fct, 
Wherein to read his wondrous Works, and learne 
His Seafons, Hours, or Days, or Months, or Yearcs; 
This to attain, whether Heav'n move or Earth, 
Imports not, if thou reck'n right, the reft 
From Man or Angel the great Architect 
Did wifely to conceal, and not divulge 
His fecrets to be fcann'd by them^ who ought 
Rather admire ; or if they lift to try 
Conjedure, he his Fabric of the Heav'ns 
Hath left to thir difputes, perhaps to move 
His laughter at thir quaint Opinions wide 
Hereafter, when they come to model Heav'n 
And calculate the Starrs, how they will weild 
The mightie frame» how builds unbuild, contrive 

To 
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To fave appeerances^ how gird the Sphear 
720 With Centric and Eccentric fcribrd o*re» 
Cycle and Epicycle, Orb in Orb : 
Alreadie by thy reafoning this I guefs. 
Who art to lead thy ofspring, and fuppofeft 
That Bodies bright and greater fhould not ferve 
The lefs not bright, nor Heav'n fuch journies run. 
Earth fitting ftill, when fhe alone receaves 
The benefit : confider firfi, that Great 
Or Bright infi::rrs not Excellence : the Earth 
Though, in comparilon of Heav'n, fmall, 
730 Nor gliftering, may of folid good containc 

More plenty then the Sun that barren fhines, 
Whofe vertue on it felf workes no cffcdt, 
But in the fruitful Earth ; there fird receavd 
His beanis, una^ive elfe, thur vigor find. 
Yet not to Earth are thofe bright Luminaries 
Officious, but to thee Earths habitant. 
And for the Heav'ns wide Circuit, let it fpeak 
The Makers high magnificence, who built 
So fpacious, and his Line flretcht out fo farr; 
740 That Man may know he dwells not in his own ; 
An Edifice too large for htm to fill, 
Lodg'd in a fmall partition, and the reft 
Ordain'd for ufcs to his Lord heft known. 
The fwiftnefs of thofc Circles attribute, 
Though numberlefs, to his Omnipotence, 
That to corporeal fubftances could adde 
Speed almoft Spiritual ; mee thou thinkft not flow, 
Who fince the Morning hour fet out from Heav'n 
Where God refides, and ere mid-day arriv*d 
750 In Eden^ diftance tnexpreflible 
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By Numbers that have name. But this I urge. 

Admitting Motion in the Heav*ns, to ihew 

Invalid that which thee to doubt it mov'd; 

Not that I fo affirm, though fo it feem 

To thee who haft thy dwelling here on Earth. 

God to remove his waycs from human fenfe, 

Plac'd Heav'n from Earth fo firr, that earthly fight. 

If it prefumc, might crrc in things too high, 

And no advantage gainc. What if the Sun 

Be Center to the World, and other Starrs 

By his attra(5live vertue and thir own 

Incited, dance about him various rounds? 

Thir wandring courfe now high, now low, then hid, 

ProgreiTive, retrograde, or (landing ftill. 

In fix thou feeft, and what if fev'nth to thefe 

The Planet Earth, fo ftedfaft though (he feem, 

Infenfibly three different Motions move ? 

Which elfe to feveral Sphears thou muft a(cribe, 

Mov'd contrarie with thwart obliquities, 

Or fave the Sun his labour, and that fwift 

No&urnal and Diurnal rhomb fuppos'd, 

Invifible elfe above all Starrs, the Wheele 

Of Day and Night; which needs not thy beleefe. 

If Earth induftrious of her felf fetch Day 

Travelling Eaft, and with her part averfe 

From the Suns beam meet Night, her other part 

Still luminous by his ray. What if that light 

Sent from her through the wide tranfpicuous aire. 

To the terreftrial Moon be as a Starr 

Enlightning her by Day, as (he by Night 

This l^arth ? reciprocal, if Land be there, 

Feilds and Inhabitants : Her fpots thou feeft 
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As Clouds, and Clouds may rain, and Rain produce 
Fruits in her foft'nd Soilc, for fome to eate 
Allotted there ; and other Suns perhaps 
With thir attendant Moons thou wilt defcrie 
Communicating Male and Femal Light, 
Which two great Sexes animate the World, 
Stor d in each Orb perhaps with fome that live. 
790 For fuch vaft room in Nature unpoileft 
By living Soule, defert and dcfolate, 
Onclv to Oiinc, vet fcarce to contribute 
Each Orb a glimps of Light, convcyd fo farr 
Down to this habitable, which returnes 
Light back to them, is obvious to difpute. 
But whether thus thcfe things, or whether not. 
Whether the Sun predominant in Heav'n 
Rife on the Earth, or Earth rife on the Sun, 
Hee from the Eail his flaming rode begin, 
800 Or Shee from Weft her filent courfe advance 
With inoifenfive pace that fpinning ileeps 
On her foft Axle, while (he paces Eev*n, 
And bears thee foft with the fmooth Air along, 
SoUicit not thy thoughts with matters hid, 
Leave them to God above, him ferve and feare ; 
Of other Creatures, as him plcafes beft. 
Wherever plac't, let him difpofe : joy thou 
In what he gives to thee, this Paradife 
And thy faire Eve ; Heav'n is for thee too high 
810 To know what pafTes there ; be lowlic wife : 

Think onely what concernes thee and thy being ; 
Dream not of other Worlds, what Creatures there 
Live, in what ftate, condition or degree. 
Contented that thus farr hath heen reveal'd 
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Not of Earth onely but of highcft Heav'n. 

To whom thus Adam cleerd of doubt, repli'd. 
How fully haft thou fatisfi'd nice, pure 
Intelligence of Heav'n, Angel ferene. 
And freed from intricacies, taught to live, 
The eafieft way, nor with perplexing thoughts 
To interrupt the fweet of Life, from which 
God hath bid dwell farr off all anxious cares. 
And not moleft us, unlefi we our fdves 
Seek them with wandring thoughts, and notions 
But apt the Mind or Fancie is to roave (vaine. 
Unchcckt, and of her roaving is no end ; 
Till warn'd, or by experience taught, Ihe learne, 
That not to know at large of things remote 
From ufe, obfcure and futtle, but to know 
That which before us lies in daily life, 
Is the prime Wifdom, what is more, is fume. 
Or emptineis, or fond impertinence. 
And renders us in things that moft conceme 
Unpra€tis'd, unprepar'd, and ftill to feek. 
Therefore ftx)m this high pitch let us defcend 
A lower flight, and fpeak of things at hand 
Ufeful, whence haply mention may arife 
Of fomthing not unfeafonable to ask 
By fufferance, and thy wonted favour deign*d. 
Thee I have heard relating what was don 
Ere my remembrance : now hear nice relate 
My Storie, which perhaps thou haft not heard ; 
And Day is yet not fpcnt ; till then thou fceft 
How futtlv to dciainc thcc I dcvife. 
Inviting thee to hear while I relate, 
Fond, were it not in hope of thy reply : 
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For while I fit with thee» I feem in Heav'n, 
And fweeter thy difcourfe is to my care 
Then Fruits of Palm-tree pleafanteft to thirft 
850 And hunger both, from labour, at the houre 

Of fweet repaft ; they fatiate, and foon fill, (vine 
Though pleafant, but thy words with Grace Di- 
Imbu'd, bring to thir fweetnefs no fatietie. 

To whom thus Raphael anfwer'd heav'nly meek. 
Nor arc thy lips ungraceful, Sire of men, 
Nor tongue ineloquent ; for God on thee 
Abundantly his gifts hath alfo pour'd 
Inward and outward both, his image fairc : 
Speaking or mute all comlinefs and grace 
860 Attends thee, and each word, each motion formes. 
Nor lefs think wee in Heav'n of thee on Earth 
Then of our feUow fervant, and inquire 
Gladly into the wayes of God with Man : 
For God we fee hath honour'd thee, and let 
On Man his equal Love: fay therefore on; 
For I that Day was abfent, as befell. 
Bound on a voyage uncouth and obfcure, 
Farr on cxcurfion toward the Gates of Ilell ; 
Squar'd in full Legion (fuch command wc had) 
870 To fee that none thence iHu'd forth a fpie. 
Or enemie, while God was in his work, 
Leaft bee incenft at fuch eruption bold, 
Deftrudlion with Creation might have mixt. 
Not that they durft without his leave attempt, 
But us he fends upon his high behefts 
For ftate, as Sovran King, and to enure 
Our prompt obedience. Faft we found, fail fliut 
The difmal Gates, and barricado'd ftrong ; 
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But long ere our approaching heard within 

Noifc, other then the found of Dance or Song, 

Torment, and lowd lament, and furious rage. 

Glad we return'd up to the coafts of Light 

Ere Sabbath Eev'ning : fo we had in charge. 

But thy relation now ; for I attend, 

Pleas'd with thy words nO lefs then thou with mine. 

So fpake the Godlike Power, and thus our Sire. 
For Man to tell how human Life began 
Is hard; for who himfelf beginning knew? 
Defire with thee ftill longer to converfe 
Induc'd me. As new wak*t from foundeft fleep 
Soft on the flourie herb I found me laid 
In Balmie Sweat, which with his Beames the Sun 
Soon dri'd, and on the reaking moifture fed. 
Strait toward Heav'n my wondring Eyes I turnd. 
And gaz'd a while the ample Skie, till rais'd 
By quick inftindlive motion up I fprung. 
As thitherward endevorinL^, and upright 
Stood on my feet ; about me round I faw 
Hill, Dale, and ihadic Woods, and funnic Plaines, 
And liquid Lapfe of murmuring Streams ; by thefe. 
Creatures that livd, and movd, and walk*d, or flew, 
Birds on the branches warbling ; all things fmil'd, 
With fragrance and with joy my heart oreflow'd. 
My felf I then perus'd, and Limb by Limb 
Survey'd, and fometimes went, and fomelimes ran 
With fupple joints^ as lively vigour led : 
But who I was, or where, or from what caufe. 
Knew not ; to fpeak I tri'd, and forthwith fpake. 
My Tongue obey'd and readily could name 
What e're I faw. Thou S.un, faid 1, faire Light, 
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And thou enlight'nd Earth, io frclli and gav. 
Ye Hills and Dales, ye Rivers, Woods, and IMaines, 
And ye that live and more^ £dr Creatures, tell. 
Tell, if ye faw» how came I thus, how here? 
Not of my felf; by fbme great Maker then. 
In goodnefs and in power praeeminent ; 
Tell me^ how may I know him, how adore^ 
From whom I have that thus I move and live. 
And feel that I am happier then I know. 
While thus I call'd, and ftray'd I knew not whither, 
From where I firft drew Aire, and firft beheld 
This happie Light, when anfwcr none return'd. 
On a green ihadic Bank profafe of Flours 
Pcnlive I fate me down ; there gentle lleep 
Firrt found me, and with foft opprellion feis'd 
My droufed fenfe, untroubl'd, though I thought 
1 then was patlin^ to mv former flate 
Infeniible, and forthwith to diuolve: 
When foddeniy Hood at my Head a dream, 
Whofe inward apparition gently mov'd 
My Fancy to believe I yet had being. 
And livd : One came, methought, of (hape Divine, 
And faid, thy M an fion wants thee, Adam, rife, 
Firll Man, of Men innumerable ordain'd 
Mrd Father, call'd by ihcc 1 come thy Guide 
'I'o the Garden of blifs, thy feat prepar'd. 
So favinir, by the hand he took mc rais'd, 
And over I'ields and Waters, as in Aire 
vSmooth Hiding without rtep, laft led me up 
A woodic Mountain ; whofe high top was plaine, 
A Circuit wide, enclos'd, with goodlieft Trees 
Planted, with Walks, and Bovvers, that what I faw 
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Of Earth before fcarfe pleafant feemd. Each Tree 

Load'n with faireft Fruit, that hung to the Eye 

Tempting, ftirr'd in me fudden appetite 

To pluck and cate ; whereat I wak'd, and found 

Before mine Eyes all real, as the dream 

Had lively (hadowd : Here had new begun 

My wandring, had not hee who was my Guide 

Up hither, from among the Trees appeer'd, 

Prcfence Divine. Rejoycing, but with aw 

In adoration at his feet I fell 

Submifs : he rear'd mc, <5c Whom thou foughtil 1 am, 
Said mildcly, Author of all this thou fccft 
Above, or round about thcc or beneath. 
This Paradifc I give thee, count it thine 
To Till and keep, and of the Fruit to cate ; 
Of every Tree that in the Garden growes 
Eate freely with glad heart ; fear here no dearth : 
But of the Tree whofe operation brings 
Knowledg of good and ill,- which I have fet 
The Pledge of thy Obedience and thy Faith, 
Amid the Garden by the Tree of Lite, 
Remember what I wame thee, (hun to tafte. 
And (hun the bitter confequence : for know. 
The day thou eat'fl thereof, my fole command 
Tranfgreft, inevitably thou (halt dye ; 
From that day mortal, and this happie State 
Shalt loofe, expell'd from hence into a World 
Of woe and forrow. Sternly he pronounc'd 
The rigid interdiction, which rcfounds 
Yet dreadful in mine care, though in my choice 
Not to incur ; but foon his cleer afpe(ft 
Return'd and gratious purpofe thus renew'd. 
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Not onely thcfe fair bounds, but all the Earth 

To thee and to thy Race I give ; as Lords 

Poflefs it, and all things that therein live, 

Or live in Sea, or Aire, Bcafl, Filli, and Fowle. 

In figne whereof each Bird and Bcalt behold 

After thir kindcs ; I bring them to receave 

From thee thir Names, and pay thee fealtie 

With low fubjcdion ; underftand the fame 

Of Filli within thir watry refidencc. 

Not hither fummond, fincc they cannot change 

Thir Element to draw the thinner Aire. 

As thus he fpakc, each Bird and Beaft behold 

Approaching two and two» Thefe cowring low 

With blandifliment, each Bird ftoop'd on his wing. 

I nam'd them, as they pafs'd, and underftood 

Thir Nature, with fuch knowledg God endu'd 

My fudden apprehenfion : but in thefe 

I found not what me thought I wanted ftill ; 

And to the Heav'nly viiion thus prefum'd. 

O by what Name, for thou above all thefe, 
Above mnnkindc, or aiight then mankinde higher, 
Surpafi'eft larr my naming, how may I 
Adore thee, Author of this Univerfe, 
And all this good to man, for whofc well being 
So amply, and with hands fo liberal 
Thou hail provided all things : but with mee 
I fee not who partakes. In folitude 
What happineis, who can enjoy alone. 
Or all enjoying, what contentment find ? 
Thus I preiumptuous ; and the yifion bright. 
As with a fmile more bright'nd, thus repli'd. 

What call*ft thou folitude, b not the Earth 
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With various living creatures, and the Aire 
Replenifht, and all thefe at thy command 
To come and play before thee, know'ft thou not 
Thir language and thir wayes, they alio know, 10 10 
And realon not contemptibly ; with thefe 
Find paftime, and beare rule ; thy Realm is large. 
So fpake the Univerfal Lord, and feem'd 
So ordering. I with leave of fpccch implor*d. 
And humble deprecation thus rcpli'd. 

Let not my words offend thcc, Ilcav'nly Power, 
My Maker, be propitious while I fpcak. 
Haft thou not made me here thy fubftitute. 
And thefe inferiour farr beneath me fet? 
Among uncquals what focietie 1020 
Can fort, what harmonic or true delight ? 
Which muft be mutual, in proportion due 
Giv*n and received ; but in difparitie 
The one intenfe, the other ftill remils 
Cannot well fuite with either, but foon prove 
Tedious alike : Of fellowfliip I fpeak 
Such as I feek, fit to participate 
All rational delight, wherein the brute 
Cannot be human confort ; they rejoyce 
Each with thir kinde. Lion with Lionefs ; 1030 
So fitly them in pairs thou haft combin'd ; 
Much lefs can Bird with Beaft, or Fifh with Fowle 
So well convcrfe, nor with the Ox the Ape; 
Worf then can Man with Beaft, and leaft ot all. 

Whereto th' Almighty anfwer'd, not difpleas'd. 
A nice and futtle happinefs I fee 
Thou to thy felf propofeft, in the choice 
Of thy Aflbciates, Adam, and wilt taftc 
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No pleafure, though in pleafure, folitarie. 
1040 What thinkft thou then of mee, and this my State, 
Seem I to thee fofiiciently pofleft 
Of happineis, or not ? who am alone 
From all Etemitie, for none I know 
Second to mee or like, equal much lefs. 
How have I then with whom to hold convcrfe 
Save with the Creatures which I made, and thofe 
To me inferiour, infinite dcfcents 
Beneath what other Creatures are to thee ? 
He ceas'd, I lowly anfwer'd. To attainc 
1050 The highth and depth of thy Eternal wayes 

All human thoughts come fhort, Suprcam of things; 
Thou in thy fclf art perfct, and in thee 
Is no deficience found ; not fo is Man, 
But in degree, the caufe of his defire 
By convenation with his like to help, 
Or folace his defeds. No need that thou 
Shouldft propagat, already infinite ; 
And through all numbers abfolute, though One ; 
But Man by number is to manifeft 
I c6o His fmgle imperfedtion, and beget 

Like of his like, his Image multipli'd. 
In unitie defcdlive, which requires 
Collateral love, and decreft amitic. 
Thou in thy fecrcfie although alone, 
Belt with thy felf accompanied, feek'ft not 
Social communication, yet fo pleas*d, 
Canft raife thy Creature to what highth thou wilt 
Of Union or Communion, deifi'd; 
I by converfing cannot thefe ered 
1 070 From prone, nor in thir wayes complacence find. 
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Thus I embold'nd fpake, and freedom usM 
PermiiTive, and acceptance found, which gain*d 
This anfwer from the gratious voice Divine. 

Thus farr to try thee, Adaniy I was pleas'd, 
And findc thee knowing not of Beafts alone, 
Which thou haft rightly nam'd, but of thy fclf, 
Exprefling well the fpirit within thee free. 
My Image, not imparted to the Brute, 
Whofe fdlowfhip therefore unmeet for thee 
Good reafon was thoa £peely fliouldft diflike. 
And be fo minded ilill ; I, ere thou fpak'ft. 
Knew it not good for Man to be alone. 
And no fuch companie as then thou faw'ft 
Intended thee, for trial onely brought, 
To fee how thou could'ft judge of fit and meet: 
What next I bring (hall pleafi thee, be aflur*d. 
Thy likenefs, thy fit help, thy other fdf. 
Thy wifti, exadlly to thy hearts defirc. 

Flee ended, or I heard no more, for now 
My earthly by his Heav'nly ovcrpowerd. 
Which it had long ftood under, ftrcind to the highth 
In that ccleftial Colloquie fublime. 
As with an object that excels the fenfe, 
Dazl'd and fpcnt, funk down« and fought repair 
Of fleep, which inftantly foil on me, caird 
By Nature as in aide, and clos'd mine eyes. 
Mine eyes he clo6*d, but op'n left the Cell 
Of Fancie my internal fight, by which 
Abftra<fl as in a tranfe methought I faw, 
Though fleeping, where I lay, and faw the (hape 
Still glorious beifore whom awake I ftood ; 
Who ftooping op'nd my left fide, and took 
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From thence a Rib, with cordial fpirils warme. 
And Life-blood ftreaming frefh ; wide was the 
But fuddenly with flelh hll'd up & heal'd : (wound, 
The Rib he formd and falhond with his hands; 
Under his forming hands a Creature grew. 
Manlike, bat different fez, fo lovlj faire. 
That what feemd fair in dU the World, feemd now 
1 1 10 Mean, or in her fummd up, in her containd 
And in her looks, which from that time infus'd 
Sweetnefs into my heart, unfelt before. 
And into all things firom her Aire infpir'd 
The fpirit of love and amorous delight. 
She difappeerd, and left me dark, I wak'd 
To find her, or for ever to deplore 
Her lofs, and other pleafures all abjure : 
When out of hope, behold her, not farr off. 
Such as I faw her in my dream, adornd 
1120 With wliat all Earth or Heaven could beftow 
To make her amiable.- On llic came, 
Led by her Heav'nly Maker, though unfeen, 
And guided by his voice, nor uninformd 
Of nuptial Sanditie and marriage Rites : 
Grace was in all her fteps, Heav'n in her Eye, 
In every gefture dignitie and love. 
I ovcrjoyd could not forbear aloud. 

This turn hath made amends; thou haft fulfiU'd 
Thy words. Creator bounteous and benigne^ 
1 130 Giver of all things faire, but fiureft this 
Of all thy gifts, nor envieft. I now fee 
Bone of my Bone, Flefh of my FleHi, my Self 
Before me ; Woman is her Name, of Man 
Extraded ; for this caufe he (hall forgoe 
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Father and Mother, and to his Wife adhere ; 

And they fhall be one Flefti, one Heart, one Soule. 

She heard me thus, and though divinely brought. 
Yet Innocence and Virgin Modeftie, 
Her vertue and the confcience of her worth. 
That would b« woo'd, and not unfought be won. 
Not obvious^ not obtrufive, but retir*d. 
The more defirable, or to fay all, 
Nature her felf, though pure of finful thought. 
Wrought in her fo, that feeing me, (he turn'd ; 
I follow'd her, flie what was Honour knew. 
And with obfequiou? Majeftie approv'd 
My pleaded reafon. To the Nuptial Bowre 
I led her blufhing like the Morn : all ITeav*n, 
And happie Conftcllations on that hourc 
Shed thir fele<^teft influence ; the Earth 
Gave fign of gratulation, and each Hill ; 
Joyous the Birds ; frefh Gales and gentle Aires 
Whifper'd it to the Woods, and from thir wings 
Flung Rofe, flung Odours from the fpicie Shrub, 
Difporting, till the amorous Bird of Night 
Sune Spoufal, and bid hafte the Eevning Starr 
On his Hill top, to light the bridal Lamp. 
Thus I have told thee all my State, and brought 
My Storie to the fum of earthly blifs 
Which I enjoy, and muft confefs to find 
In all things elfe delight indeed, but fuch 
As us'd or not, works in the mind no change, 
Nor vehement defirc, thefe delicacies 
I meanof Tafte, Sight, Smell, Herbs, Fruits, & Flours, 
Walks, and the melodic of Birds ; but here 
Farr otherwife, tranfported I behold, 
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Tranfported touch ; here pafllon hrft I felt. 
Commotion ftrange, in all enjoyments elfe 
Superiour and unmov'd, here onely weake 
1 1 70 Againft the chann of Beauties powerful glance. 
Or Nature faild in iiiee» and left fome part 
Not proof enough fuch ObjeA to fuftain. 
Or from my fide fubdu^ng, took perhaps 
More then enough ; at leaft on her beftow'd 
Too much of Ornament, in outward (hew 
Elaborate, of inward lefs exadt. 
For well I underhand in the prime end 
Of Nature her th* inferiour, in the mind 
And inward Faculties, which moft excell, 
1 180 In outward alfo her relcnibling Icfs 

His Image who made both, and lefs exprefTing 
The charadler of that Dominion giv'n 
O're other Creatures ; yet when 1 approach 
Her lovelincfs, fo ahlblute Oie fccnis 
And in her fclf complcat, fo well to know 
Her own, that what ftie wills to do or fay, 
Seems wife(l, vertuoufed, difcreeteft, beil ; 
All higher knowledee in her prefence falls 
Degraded, Wifdom in difcourie with her 
1 190 Loofes difcount*nanc*t, and like folly (hewes; 
Authoritie and Reafon on her waite. 
As one intended firft, not after made 
Occafionally ; and to confummate all, 
Greatncfs of mind and noblencls thir feat 
Build in her loveliefl, and create an awe 
About her, as a guard Angelic plac't. 
To whom the Angel with contraded brow. 
Accufe not Nature, ihe hath don her part ; 
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Do thou but thine, and he not diffident 
Of Wifdom, flic defcrts thee not, if thou 1200 
Difmiis not her, when moft thou needft her nigh, 
By attributing overmuch to things 
Lefs excellent, as thou thy felf perceav*ft. 
For what admir'ft thou, what tranlports thee fo. 
An outfide ? fair no doubt, and worthy well 
Thy cheriihing, thy honouring, and t&y love. 
Not thy fubjeAion : weigh with her thy felf; 
Then value : Oft times nothing profits more 
Then ielf-efteem, grounded on juft and right 
Well manag'd; of that fkill the more thou know'ft, 
The more (he will acknowledge thee her Head, 
And to realities yeild all her ibows ; 
Made fo adorn for thy delight the more, 
So awful, that with honour thou maift love 
Thy mate, who fees when thou art feen Icall wife. 
But if the fenfe of touch whereby mankind 
Is propagated feem fuch dear delight 
Beyond all othefi-, think the fame voutfaPt 
To Cattel and each Bead ; which would not be 
To them made common & divulg'd, if aught 
Therein enjov'd were worthy to lobdue 
The Soule of Man, or paflion in him move. 
What higher in her fodetie thou findft 
Attra^ve, human, rational, love ftill ; 
In loving thou doft well, in paffion not. 
Wherein true Love confifis not ; love refines 
The thoughts, and heart enlarges, hath his feat 
In Reafon, and is judicious, is the fcale 
By which to heav'nly Love thou maift afcend. 
Not funk in carnal pleafure, for which caufe 
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Among the Beafts no Mate for thee was found. 

To whom thus half abafti't yldam repli'd. 
Neither her out-fide formd fo fair, nor aught 
In procreation common to all kindes 
(Though higher of the genial Bed by far. 
And with myfterious reverence I deem) 
So much delights me, as thofe graceful ads, 
Thofe thouiand decencies that daily flow 
From all her words and actions, mixt with Love 
And fweet compliance, which declare unfeign'd 
Union of Mind, or in us both one Soule; 
Harmonic to behold in wedded pair 
More grateful then harmonious found to the eare. 
Yet thefe fubjedl not ; I to thee difclofe 
What inward thence I feel, not therefore foild, 
Who meet with various objedts, from the fenfc 
Varioufly reprefenting ; yet ftill free 
Approve the heft, and follow what 1 approve. 
To love thou blam'ft me not» for love thou faift 
Leads up to Heav'n, is both the way and guide ; 
Bear with me then, if lawful what I aik ; 
Love not the heav'nly Spirits, and how thir Love 
Exprefe they, by looks onely, or do they mix 
Irradiance, virtual or immediate touch? 

To whom the Angel with a fmile that glow'd 
Celeftial rofie red, Loves proper hue, 
Anfvver'd. Let it fuffice thee that thou know'ft 
Us happic, and without Love no happinefs. 
Whatever pure thou in the body enjoy'ft 
1260 (And pure thou wert created) we enjoy 
In eminence, and obftacle find none 
Of membrane, joynt, or limb, exclufive barrs ; 
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Eaficr then Air with Air, if Spirits embrace. 
Total they mix, Union of Pure with Pure 
Defiring ; nor rcftrain'd conveyance need 
As Flefh to mix with Flelh, or Soul with Soul. 
But I can now no more ; the parting Sun 
Beyond the Earths green Cape and verdant Ifles 
Hefperean fets, my Signal to depart. 
Be ibrong, live happic, and love, but firft of all 1270 
Him whom to love is to obey, and keep 
His great command ; take heed leaft Paffion fway 
Thy Judgement to do aught, which elfe free Will 
Would not admit ; thine and of all thy Sons 
The weal or woe in thee is plac't ; beware. 
I in thy perfevering (hall rejoyce, 
And all the Bleft : (land fall ; to (land or fall 
Free in thine own Arbitrement it lies. 
Perfet within, no outward aid require; 
And all temptation to tranfgrefs repel. 1280 

So faying, he arofe ; whom Adam thus 
Follow'd with benedidlion. Since to part. 
Go heavenly Gucft, Ethereal Meflcnger, 
Sent from whofe fovran goodnefs 1 adore. 
Gentle to me and affable hath been 
Thy condefcenfion, and flull be bonour'd ever 
With grateful Memorie : thou to mankind 
Be good and friendly ftill, and oft return. 

So parted they, the Angel up to Heav'n 
From the thick (hade, and Adam to his Bowre. • 1290 
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H) more of talk where God or Angel 

Gueft 

With Man, as with his Friend, fami- 
liar us'd 

To lit indulgent, and with him 

partake 

Rural rcpaft, permitting him the while 
Venial difcourfc unblam'd : I now muft change 
Thofe Notes to Tragic ; foul diilruft, and breach 
Diiloyal on the part of Man, revoltt 
And difobedience : On the part of Heav*n 
Now alienated, dtftance and diftafte, 
Anger and juft rebuke, and judgement giv'n. 
That brought into this World a world of woe, 
Sinne and her (hadow Death, and Miferie 
Deaths Harbinger: Sad task, yet argument 
Not lefs but more Heroic then the wrauth 
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Of ftern AcbUks on his Foe purfu'd 
Thrice Fugitive about 7Vw Wall ; or rage 
Of Tumus for Laoinia diie(pous*d, 
Or NeptunH ire or yutto's, that fo long 
Perplex'd the Grtek and CytAerea's Son ; 
If anfwerable (lyle I can obtainc ! 20 

Of my Celeftial Patronefs, who deignes I 
Her nightly vifitation unimplor'd, | 
And dictates to me flumbring, or infpires j 
Eafie my unpremeditated Verfe ; | 
Since firfl this Subjedl for Heroic Song j 
Pleas'd me long choofi ng, and beginning late ; } 
Not fedulous bv Nature to indite i 
Warrs, hitherto the oncly Argument 
Heroic decm'd, chief maiftrie to dillcdl 
With long and tedious havoc fabl'd Ivnights j 30 

In Battels feign'd ; the better fortitude 
Of Patience and Heroic Martyrdom 
Unfung ; or to defcribe Races and Games, 
Or tilting Furniture, emhlazon'd Shields, 
Imprefes quaint, Caparifons and Steeds ; 
Bales and tinfel Trappings, gorgious Knights 
At Jouil and Torneament ; then marfhal'd Feaft 
Serv*d up in Hall with Sewers> and Seneflials ; 
The skill of Artifice or Office mean. 
Not that which juftly gives Heroic name 40 
To Perfon or to Poem. Mee of thefe 
Nor skiild nor ftudious, higher Argument 
Remaines, fufficient of it felf to raife 
That name, unlefs an age too late, or cold 
Climat, or Years damp my intended wino; ; 
Depreft, and much thev may, if all be mine, i 
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Not Hers who brings it nightly to my Ear. 

The Sun was funk, and after him the Starr 
Of HefperuSy whofe Office is to bring 
Twilight upon the Earth, ihort Arbiter 
Twixt Day and Night, and now from end to end 
Nights Hemifphere had veild the Horizon round : 
When Baton who late fled before the threats 
Of Gahrkl out of Eden^ now improv'd 
In meditated fraud and malice, bent 
On mans deftrudion, maugre what might hap 
Of heavier on himfelf, fearlefs return*d. 
By Night he fled, and at Midnight returned 
From compafTing the Earth, cautious of day, 
60 I Since Uriel Regent of the Sun defcri'd 

i His entrance, and forewarnd the Cherubim 
That kept thir watch ; thence full of anguifh driv'n. 
The fpacc of fevcn continu'd Nights he rode 
With darknefs, thrice the Equino<flial Line 
He circl'd, four times crofs'd the Carr of Night 
From Pole to Pole, traverfing each Colure; 
On the eighth return'd, and on the Coaft averfe 
From entrance or Cherubic Watch, by ftealth 
Found unfufpedled way. There was a place, 
70 Now not, though Sin, not Time, firft wraught the 
Where T^igrh at the foot dl Paradife (change, 
Into a Gulf (hot under ground, till part 
Rofe up a Fountain by the Tree of Life; 
In with the River funk, and with it rofe 
Satan involv*d in rifing Mift, then fought 
Where to h'e hid ; Sea he had fearcht and Land 
From Eden over Ponfus^ and the Poole 
Maotist up beyond the River Oh ; 
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Downward as iarr Antartic ; and in length 

Weft from Orcntes to the Ocean barr'd 

At Darieriy thence to the Land where flowes 

Ganges and InJuj : thus the Orb he roam'd 

With narrow fearch ; and with infpe^on deep 

Confider'd every Creature, which of all 

Moft opportune might ferve his Wiles, and (bund 

The Serpent futtleft 3eaft of all the Field. 

Him after long debate, irrefolute 

Of thoughts revolv'd, his final fentence chofe 

Fit Veflel, fitteft Imp of fraud, in whom 

To enter, and his dark fuggeftions hide 

From (harpeft fight : for in the wilie Snake, 

Whatever fleights none would fufpicious mark. 

As from his wit and native futtlctie 

Proceeding, which in other Bealls obferv'd 

Doubt might beget of Diabolic pow'r 

Adivc within bevond the fenfe of brute. 

Thus he refolv'd, but firft from inward griefe 

His burfting paflion into plaints thus pour'd : 

O Earth, how hke to Heav'n, if not preferr'd 
More juftly, Seat worthier of Gods, as built 
With iecond thoughts, reforming what was oldl 
For what God after better worfe would build ? 
Terrejftrial Heav*n, danc't round by other Heav'ns 
That ihine, yet bear thir bright offidous Lamps, 
Light above Light, for thee alone, as feems. 
In thee concentring all thir precious beams 
Of facred influence: As God in Heav'n 
Is Center, yet extends to all, fo thou 
Centring receav'ft from all thofe Orbs ; in thee. 
Not in themfelves, all thir known vertue appeers 

Pro- 
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Produdtive in Herb, Plant, and nobler birth 

Of Creatures animate with gradual life 

Of Growth, Senfe, Reafon, all fumm'd up in Man. 

With what delight could I have walkt thee round 

If I could joy in aught, fweet interchange 

Of Hill and Vallie, Rivers, Woods and Plaines, 

Now Land, now Sea, 6c Shores with Forreft: crownd, 

Rocks, Dens, and Caves ; but I in none of thefe 

Find place or refuge ; and the more I lee 

Pleafures about me, fo much more I feel 

Torment within me, as from the hateful fiege 

Of contraries ; all good to me becomes 

Bane, and in Heav'n much worfe would be my ftate. 

But neither here feek I, no nor in Heav'n 

To dwell, unlefs by maiftring Heav'ns Supreame; 

Nor hope to be my felf lefs miferable 

By what I feek, but others to make fuch 

As I, though thereby worfe to me redound : 

For oncly in deftroying I finde eafe 

To my relentlefs thoughts ; and him dcllroyd. 

Or won to what may work his utter lofs, 

For whom all this was made, all this will foon 

Follow, as to him linkt in weal or woe. 

In wo then ; that dcftrudtion wide may range : 

To mee (hall be the glorie fole among 

The infernal Powers, in one day to ha^e marr*d 

What he Mmightie ftyl'd, fix Nights and Days 

Continu'd making, and- who knows how long 

Before had bin contriving, though perhaps 

Not longer then since I in one Night freed 

From fervitude inglorious welnigh half 

Th' Angelic Name, and thinner left the throng 

Of 
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Of his adorers: hee to be aveng'd, 

And to repaire his numbers thus impair'd, 

Whether fuch vertue fpent of old now faild 

More Angels to Create, if they at leaft 

Are his Created or to fpite us more, 

Determin'd to advance into our room 

A Creature fbrm*d of Earth, and him endow, 

Exalted from fo bafe original. 

With Heav'nly fpoils, our fpoils : What he decreed 

He efieded ; Man he made, and for him built 

Magnificent this World, and Earth his feat. 

Him Lord pronounc*d, and, O indignitiel 

Subjedted to his fervice Angel wings. 

And flaming Minifters to watch and tend 

Thir earthie Charge : Of thefe the vigilance 

I dread, and to elude, thus wrapt in mift 

Of midnight vapor glide obfcure, and prie 

In every Bulh and Brake, where hap may finde 

The Serpent fleeping, in whofe mazie foulds 

To hide me, and the dark intent I bring. 

O foul deftcnt ! that I who erfl contended 

With Gods to lit the highcft, am now conflraind 

Into a Bead, and mixt with beftial (lime, 

This efl*ence to incarnate and imbrute. 

That to the bight of Deitie afpir'd ; 

But what will not Ambition and Revenge 

Defcend to ? who aipires muft down as low 

As high he foard, obnoxious firft or laft 

To bideft things. Revenge, at firft though fweet. 

Bitter ere long back on it felf recoiles ; 

Let it ; I reck not, fo it light well aim'd. 

Since higher I fall Ihort, on him who next 
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150 



160 



170 



Digitized by Google 



Book 8. Paradife loft. 



Provokes my envic, this new Favorite 
Of Hcav'n, this Man of Clay, Son of dcfpite, 
Whom us the more to fpite his Maker rais'd 
From duft : fpite then with fpite is bed repaid. 
So faying, through each Thicket Danck or Drie, 
1 80 Like a black mift low creeping, he hdd on 

His midnight fearch, where fooneft he might finde 
The Serpent : him faft fleeping fbon he found 
In Labyrinth of many a round fel^rowld» 
His head the midft, well ilor'd with futtle wiles : 
Not yet in horrid Shade or difmal Den, 
Not nocent yet, but on the graflie Herbe 
Fearlefs unfeard he flcpt : in at his Mouth 
The Devil enterd, and his brutal fenfe, 
In heart or head, poflefling foon infpir*d 
190 With adl intelligential ; but his fleep 

Difturbd not, waiting clofe th' approach of Morn. 
Now whenas facred Light began to dawne 
In Eden on the humid Flours, that breathd 
Thir morning Inccnfe, when all things that breath, 
From th' Earths great Altar fend up lilent praife 
To the Creator, and his Noftrils fill 
With gratefull Smell, forth came the human pair 
And joynd thir vocal Wor(hip to the Quire 
Of Creatures wanting voice, that done^ partake 
200 The feafon, prime for fweeteft Sents and Aires : 
Then commune how that day they beft may ply 
Thir growing work: for much thir work outgrew 
The hands difpatch of two Gardning fo wide. 
And Efoe firft to her Husband thus began. 

AdatTty well may we labour ftill to drefs 
This Garden, ftill to tend Plant, Herb and Flour. 

Our 
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Our pleafant task enjoyn'd, but till more hands 
Aid us, the work under our labour grows, 
Luxurious by reftraint ; what we by day 
Lop overgrown, or prune, or prop, or bind. 
One night or two with wanton growth derides 
Tending to wilde. Thou therefore now advife 
Or hear what to my mind firft thoughts prefent, 
Let us divide our hibours, thou where choice 
Leads thee, or where moft needs, whether to wind 
The Woodbine round this Arbour, or dired 
The clafping I vie where to climb, while I 
In yonder Spring of Rofes intermixt 
With Myrtle, find what to rcdrcfs till Noon : 
For while fo near each other thus all day 
Our task we choofe, what wonder if fo near 
Looks intervene and fmiles, or obje^ new 
Cafual dilcoorfe draw on, which intermits 
Our dayes work brought to little, though begun 
Early, and th' hour of Supper comes uneam'd. 

To whom mild anfwer Adam thus return'd. 
Sole £nf» Aflbciate folc, to me beyond 
Compare above all living Creatures deare. 
Well haft thou motion'd, wel thy thoughts imployd 
How we might heft fulfill the work which here 
God hath afiign'd us, nor of me rtialt pafs 
Unprais'd : for nothing lovelier can be found 
In woman, then to ftudie houfhold good, 
And good workes in her Husband to promote. 
Yet not fo ftridly hath our Lord impos'd 
Labour, as to debarr us when we need 
Refreihiment, whethar fix)d, or talk between. 
Food of the mind, or this fweet intercourfe 

Ff Ofl 



2IO 



220 



230 



biyiiized by Google 



Book 8, Paradife lofi. 



Of looks and finilcSy for fmilcs from Ileafon flow, 
240 To brute deni'd, and are of Love the food* 
Love not the loweft end of human life. 
For not to irkfom toile» but to deliglit 
He made us, and delight to Rcafon joyn'd. (hands 
Thefe paths and Bowers doubt not but our joynt 
Will keep from Wilderneis with eafe, as wide 
As we need walk, till younger hands ere long 
AfTift us But if much convcrfe perhaps 
Thee fatiate, to Hiort ablcnce I could yeild. 
For folitude fomtimes is bcH: focietic, 
250 And fhort retirement urges fweet returne. 
But other doubt poflefTes me, leaft harm 
Befall thee fevcr'd from me ; for thou knowft 
What hath bin warn'd us, what malicious Foe 
Envying our happinefs, and of his own 
Defpairingy feeks to work us woe and fhame 
By Hy aflault ; and fomwhere nigh at hand 
Watches, no doub^ with greedy hope to find 
His wifh and beil advantage, us afunder, 
Hopelefs to circumvent us joynd, where each 
260 To other fpeedie aide might lend at need ; 
Whether his firft defign be to withdraw 
Our fealtie from God, or to difturb 
Conjugal Love, then which perhaps no bliis 
Enjoy'd by us excites his envie more ; 
Or this, or worfe, leave not the faithful fide 
That gave thee being, ftil (hades thee and prote^. 
The Wife, where danger or dilhonour lurks, 
Safeft and feemliefl by her Husband (laies. 
Who guards her, or with her the worft endures. 
270 To whom the Virgin Majeltie of B/oe^ 
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As one who loves, and fome unkindncfs meets« 
With fweet auftccr compofure thus reply'd. 

Ofspring of I leav'n and Earth, and all Earths Lord, 
That luch an Enemie we have, who feeks 
Our ruin, both by thee informd I Icarne, 
And from the parting Angel over-heard 
As in a ihadie nook I ftockt behind, 
Juft then returnd at ihut of Evening Flours. 
But that thou ihouldft my firmnefi therfbre doubt 
To God or thee, becaufe we have a foe 
May tempt it, I expedted not to hear. 
His violence thou fearft not, being fuch. 
As wee, not capable of death or paine» 
Can either not receave, or can repcll. 
His fraud is then thy fear, which plain inferrs 
Thy equal fear that my firm Faith and Love 
Can by his fraud be fliak'n or feduc't ; (breft. 
Thoughts, which how found they harbour in thy 
Adam, mifsthought of her to thee fo dear ? 

To whom with healing words Adam reply'd. 
Daughter of God and Man, immortal Eve, 
For luch thou art, from fin and blame entire : 
Not diffident of thee do I difluade 
Thy abience from my fight, but to avoid 
Th' attempt it felf, intended by our Foe. 
For hee who tempts* though in vain, at leaft afperfes 
The tempted with difhonour foul, fuppoa'd 
Not incorruptible of Faith, not proofF 
Againft temptation : thou thy (elf with fcome 
And anger wouldft refent the ofFer'd wrong, 
Though ineffectual found .* mifdeem not then, 
If fuch affront I labour to avert 
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From thee alone, which on us both at once 
The Enemie, though bold, will hardly dare. 
Or daring, firl\ on mcc th' alTault fliall light. 
Nor thou his malice and falfe guile contemn; 
Suttle he needs muft be, who could feduce 
Angels, nor think fupertiuous others aid. 
I from the influence of thy looks reccave 
310 Accefi in every Vertue, in thy fight 

More wife, more watchful, ibonger, if need were 
Of outward ftrength ; while (hame, diou looking on. 
Shame to be overcome or over-reacht 
Would utmod vigor raife, and raised unite. 
Why fhouldft not thou like fenfe within thee feel 
When I am prefent, and thy trial choofe 
With me, beft witnefs of thy Vertue tri'd. 

So fpake domeftick Adam in his care 
And Matrimonial Love, but Eve, who thought 
320 Lefs attributed to her Faith finccre, 

Thus her reply with accent fwcct renewd. 

If this be our condition, thus to dwell 
In narrow circuit ftrait'nd by a Foe, 
Suttle or violent, we not endu'd 
Single with like defence, wherever met. 
How are we happie, ftill in fear of harm? 
But harm precedes not fin : onely our Foe 
Tempting affronts us with his foul efteem 
Of our integritie : his foul efteeme 
330 Sticks no diflionor on our Front, but turns 

Foul on himfelf ; then whcrfore (hund or feard 
By us? who rather double honour gaine 
From his furmife prov'd falfe, finde peace within, 
Favour from Heav'n, our witneis from th' event. 

And 
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And what is Faith, Love, Vertue unaflaid 
Alone, without exterior help fuftaind ? 
Let us not then fuipedt our happie State 
Left fo imperfet by the Maker wife. 
As not fecure to fingle or combm'd. 
Fraile is our happmefsy if this be fo. 
And Eden were no Eden thus ezpos'd. 

To whom thus Adam fervently repli'd. 
O Woman, bed are all things as the will 
Of God ordaind them, his creating hand 
Nothing imperfet or deficient left 
Of all that he Created, much lefs Man, 
Or ought that might his happie State fecure, 
Secure from outward force ; within himfelf 
The danger lies, yet lies within his power : 
Again ft his will he can receave no harme. 
But God left free the Will, for what obeyes 
Reafon, is free, and Reafon he made right, 
But bid her well beware, and ftill eredt, 
Leaft by fome faire appeering good furpris'd 
She di&te falfe, and miflinfbrme the will 
To do what God ezpreily hath forbid. 
Not then miftruft, but tender love enjoynes. 
That I ihould mind thee oft, and mind thou me. 
Firm we fubfift, yet poflible to fwerve. 
Since Reafon not impolTibly may meet 
Some fpecious obje<5t by the Foe fubornd. 
And fall into deception unaware. 
Not keeping ftridteft watch, as ftie was warnd. 
Seek not temptation then, which to avoide 
Were better, and moil likelie if from mee 
Thou fever not : Trial will come unfought. 
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Wouldll thou approve thy conftancie, approve 
Firft thy obedience ; th' other who can know. 
Not iedng thee attempted, who atteft ? 
370 But if thou think, trial unfought may finde 
Us both fecurer then thus wairnd thou feemft. 
Go ; for thy ftay, not free, abfents thee more ; 
Go in thy native innocence, relie 
On what thou had of vertue, fummon all. 
For God towards thee hath done his part, do thine. 

So fpake the Patriarch of Mankinde, but jGvr 
Perfifted, yet fubmifs, though laft, repli'd. 

With thy permifl'ion then, and thus forewarnd 
Chiefly by what thy own laft rcalbning words 
380 Touchd onely, that our trial, when leaft fought, 
May finde us both perhaps farr lefs prcpar'd, 
The vvillingcr I goe, nor much expe(5t 
A Foe fo proud will firft the weaker feek ; 
So bent, the more ihall fhame him his repulfe. 
Thus faying, from her Husbands hand her hand 
Soft (he withdrew, and like a Wood-Nymph light 
Oread or Dryad^ or of Delinks Traine, 
Betook her to the Groves, but Delm'z felf 
In gate furpafi'd and Goddefs-like deport, 
390 Though not as (hee with Bow and Quiver armd. 
But with fuch Gardning Tools as Art yet rude, 
Guiltlefs of fire had formd, or Angek brought. 
To Pales, or Pomona, thus adornd, 
Likeft ftie feemd, Pomona when Ihe fied 
Vertumnus, or to Ceres in her Prime, . 
Yet Virgin of Proferpina from Jove. 
Her long with ardent look his Eye purfu'd 
Delighted, but defiring more her flay. 
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Oft he to her his charge of quick rcturne 
Repeated, fhee to him as oft engag'd 
To be returned by Noon amid the Bowre, 
And all things in heft order to invite 
Noontide repaft, or Afternoons repofe. 
O much deceav'd, much failing, hapleis Efoe^ 
Of thy prefum'd return ! event perverfe ! 
Thou never from that houre in Paradife 
FoundA either fwect repafl» or found repofe ; 
Such ambufh hid among fweet Flours and Shades 
Waited with hellifh rancor imminent 
To intercept thy way, or fend thee back 
Defpoild of Innocence, of Faith, of Blifs. 
For now, and fince firft break of dawne the Fiend, 
Meer Serpent in appearance, forth was come. 
And on his Queft, where likelieil he might iinde 
The onely two Mankindct but in them 
The whole included Race, his purposd prey. 
In Bowre and Field he fought, where any tuft 
Of Grove or Garden-Plot more pleafant lay, 
Thir tendance or Plantation for delight, 
By Fountain or by (hadie Rivulet 
He fought them both, but wifli'd his hap might find 
Eve feparate, he wifh'd, but not with hope 
Of what fo feldom chanc'd, when to his wifh. 
Beyond his hope, Ei-e feparate he fpies, 
Veild in a Cloud of Fragrance, where fhe flood. 
Half fpi'd, fo thick the Rofes bufliing round 
About her glowd, oft (looping to fupport 
Each Flour of flender ftalk, whole head though 
Carnation, Purple, Azure, or ipeft with Gold, (gay 
Hung drooping unfufbind, them (he upilaies 
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Gently with Mirtle band, mindlefs the while. 
Her felf, though faircrt: unfupported Flour, 
From her beft prop lo tarr, and ftorm fo nigh, 
Nccrer he drew, and many a walk travcrs'd 
Of ftatelieft Covert, Cedar, Pine, or Palme, 
Then voluble and bold, now hid, now feen 
Among thick-wov*n Arborets and Flours 
Imborderd on each Bank» the hand of Eve : 
Spot more delicious then thoie Gardens feign'd 
440 Or of reviv'd Adorns^ or renownd 
Alcinous^ hoft of old Laertes Son, 
Or that, not Myftic, where the Sapient King 
Held dalliance with his faire E^ptian Spoule. 
Much hee the Place admir'd, the Perfon more. 
As one who long in populous City pent, 
Where Houfes thick and Sewers annoy the Aire, 
Forth ifluing on a Summers Morn to breathe 
Among the pleafant Villages and Farmes 
Adjoynd, from each thing met conceaves delight, 
450 The fmell of Grain, or tedded Grafs, or Kine, 
Or Dairie, each rural light, each rural found ; 
If chance with NymphUke ftep fair Virgin pais, 
What pleafing feemo, for her now pleaus more, 
She moil, and in her look fumms all Delight. 
Such Pleafure took the Serpent to behold 
This Flourie Plat, the fweet recefs of Eve 
Thus earlie, thus alone ; her Heav'nly forme 
Angelic, but more foft, and Feminine^ 
Her graceful Innocence, her every Aire 
460 Of gefture or left a(5lion ovcrawd 

His Malice, and with rapine f\\ eet bcrcav'd 
His herceneis of the herce intent it brought : 

That 
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That fpace the Evil one abftradted ftood 
From his own evil, and for the time remaind 
Stupidly good, of enmitie difarm'd, 
Of guile, of hate, of envie, of revenge ;. 
But the hot Hell that alwayes in him burnes, 
Though in mid Heav*n» foon ended his delight, 
And tortures him now more, the more he fees 
Of pleaiure not for him ordain*d : then foon 
Fierce hate he recolle^s, and all his thoughts 
Of mifchief, gratulating, thus excites. 

Thoughts, whither have ye led me, with what 
Compuliion thus tranfported to forget (fweet 
What hither brought us, hate, not love, nor hope 
Of Paradife for Hell, hope here to tafte 
Of pleafurc, but all pleafure to deftroy. 
Save what is in deftroying, other joy 
To me is loft. Then let me not let pafs 
Occalion which now fmiles, behold alone 
The Woman, opportune to all attempts. 
Her Husband, for I view far round, not nigh. 
Whole higher intelledual more I ihun. 
And ftren^, of courage hautie, and of limb 
Heroic built, though of terreftrial mould. 
Foe not Infbrmidable, exempt from wound, 
I not ; fo much hath Hell debas'd, and paine 
Infeebl'd me, to what I was in Heav'n. 
Shce fair, divinely fair, fit Love for Gods, 
Not terrible, though terrour be in Love 
And beautie, not approacht by ftronger hate, 
Hate ftronger, under ftiew of Love well feign'd. 
The way which to her ruin now I tend. 

So fpake the Enemie of Mankind, enclos'd 
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In Serpent, Inmate bad, and toward £^r 
Addreis'd his way, not with indented wave, 
Prone on the ground, as fince, but on his reare. 
Circular bafe of riling foulds, that tour'd 
Fould above fould a furging Maze, his Head 
500 Crefted aldt, and Carbuncw hi« Eyes ; 

With buniiiht Neck of verdant Gold, ered 
Amidft his circling Spires, that on the grais 
Floted redundant : pleafing was his fliape. 
And lovely, never fince of Serpent kind 
Lovelier, not thofe that in Iliyria chang'd 
Hermione and Cadmus, or the God 
In Epulaurusi nor to which transformd 
Ammonton yove, or Capitoline was feen, 
Hee with Oiympias^ this with her who bore 
510 Scipio the highth of Rome. With tradt oblique 
At firft, as one who fought accefs, but feard 
To interrupt, fide-long he works his way. 
As w^hen a Ship by skilful Stearfman wrought 
Nigh Rivers mouth or Foreland, where the Wind 
Veres oft, as oft fo fleers, and (hifts her Saile ; 
So varied hee, and of his tortuous Traine 
Curld many a wanton wreath in fight of Eve, 
To lure her Eye ; (hee bufied heard the found 
Of rufling Leaves, but minded not, as us*d 
520 To fuch difport before her through the Field, 
From every Beaft, more duteous at her call. 
Then at Circean call the Herd difguis'd. 
Hee boulder now, uncall'd before her flood; 
But as in gaze admiring .* Oft he bowd 
His turret Crefl, and fleek enamel'd Neck, 
Fawning, and lick'd the ground whereon fiie trod. 

His 
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His gentle dumb expreHion turnd at length 
The Eye of Eve to mark his play ; he glad 
Ot her attention gaind, with Serpent Tongue 
Organic, or impulfe of vocal Air, 
His fraudulent temptation thus began. 

Wonder not, fovran Miilrefi, if perhaps 
Thou canft* who art fble Wonder, much left arm 
Thy looks, the Heav'n of mildnefi, with difdain, 
Difpleas'd that I approach thee thus, and gaze 
Infatiate, I thus fingle, nor have feard 
Thy awful brow, more awful thus retir'd. 
Faireft refemblance of thy Maker faire, 
Thee all things living gaze on, all things thine 
By gift, and thy Celeilial Beautie adore 
With ravifhment beheld, there bell beheld 
Where univcrfally admir'd; but here 
In this enclofure wild, thefe Beafls among, 
Beholders rude, and (hallow to difcerne 
Half what in thee is fair, one man except. 
Who fees thee ? (and what is one ?) who fhouldft be 
A Goddefs among Gods, ador'd and ferv'd (feen 
By Angels numbeiiefs, thy daily Train. 

So gloz'd the Tempter, and his Proem tun'd ; 
Into the Heart of Eve his words made way. 
Though at the voice much marveling ; at length 
Not unamaz'd flie thus in anfwer fpake. 
What may this mean? Language of Man pronou nc*t 
By Tongue of Brute, and human fenfe expreft? 
The firft at left of thefe I thought deni'd 
To Beads, whom God on thir Creation*Day 
Created mute to all articulat found ; 
The latter I demurre, for in thir looks 
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' Much reafon, and in thir adtions oft appcers. 
560 Thee, Serpent, futtleft beaft of all the field 
I knew, but not with human voice endu'd; 
Redouble then this miracle, and fay, 
How cam'ft thou fpeakable of mute, and how 
To me fo friendly grown above the reft 
Of brutal kind» diat daily are in fight? 
Say» for fuch wonder dainu attention due. 

To whom the guileful Tempter thus reply*d. 
Emprefs of this fiur World, remlendent Eve, 
Eaiie to mee it is to tell thee all 
570 What thou commandfl, and right thou (houldd be 
I was at firft as other Beads that graze (obeyd: 
The trodden Herb» of abjedt thoughts and low. 
As was my food, nor aught but food difcern'd 
Or Sex, and apprehended nothing high ; 
Till on a day roaving the field, I chanc'd 
A goodly Tree farr diftant to behold 
Loaden with fruit of faireft colours mixt, 
Ruddie and Gold : I nearer drew to gaze ; 
When from the boughes a favorie odour blow'n, 
580 Grateful to appetite, more pleas'd my fenfe 
Then fmell of fweeteft Fencl, or the Teats 
Of Ewe or Goat dropping with Milk at Eevn, 
Unfuckt of Lamb or Kid, that tend thir play. 
To fatisfie the (harp defire I had 
Of tafting thofe fan Apples, I refolv'd 
Not to deferr ; hunger and thirft at once, 
Powerful perfwaders, quick*nd at the fcent 
Of that alluring fruit, urg'd me fo keene. 
About the Moffie Trunk I wound me foon, 
590 For high from ground the branches would require 
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Thy utmoft reach or Adams : Round the Tree 

All other Beads that faw, with like defire 

Longing and envying flood, but could not reach. 

Amid the Tree now got, where plentie hung 

Tempting fo nigh, to pluck and eat my fill 

I fpar'd not, for fuch pleafure till that hour 

At Feed or'Fountain never had I found. 

Sated at length, ere long I might peiceave 

Strange alteration in me, to degree 

Of Reafon in my inward Powers, and Speech 600 

Wanted not long, though to this (hape retaind. 

Thenceforth to Speculations high or deep 

I turnd my thoughts, and with capacious mind 

Confiderd all things vifible in Heav'n, 

Or Earth, or Middle, all things fair and good; 

But all that fair and good in thy Divine 

Semblance, and in thy Beauties heav'nly Ray 

United I beheld ; no Fair to thine 

Equivalent or fecond, which compel'd 

Mee thus, though importune perhaps, to come 610 

And gaze, and worfhip thee of right declar'd 

Sovran of Creatures, univerfal Dame. 

So talk'd the fpirited fly Snake ; and £vf 
Yet more amaz'a unwarie thus reply'd. 

Serpent, thy overpraifing leaves in doubt 
The vertue of that Fruit, in thee firft prov'd : 
But fay, where grows the Tree, from hence how 
For many are the Trees of God that grow (&r ? 
In Paradife, and various, yet unknown 
To us, in fuch abundance lies our choice, 620 
As leaves a greater (lore of Fruit untoucht. 
Still hanging incorruptible, till men 
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Grow up to thir provifion, and more hands 
Help to difburden Nature of her Bearth. 

To whom the wiUe Adder, blithe and glad. 
Emprefs, the way is readie, and not long. 
Beyond a row of Myrtles, on a Flat, 
Faft by a Fountain, one fmall Thicket pall: 
Of blowing Myrrh and Balme; if thou accept 
My condudb, I can bring thee thither foon. 

Lead then, faid Eve. Hee leading fwiftly rowld 
In tangles, and make intricate feem llrait, 
To mifchief fwift. Hope elevates, and joy 
Bright'ns his Creft, as when a wandring Fire 
Compad of unduoos vapor, which the Night 
Condenfes, and the cold invirons round, 
Kindl'd through agitation to a Flame, 
Which oft, they fay, feme evil Spirit attends. 
Hovering and blazing with delufive Light, 
Mifleads th* amaz'd Night-wanderer from his way 
To Boggs and Mires, & oft through Pond or Poole, 
There fwallow'd up and loft, from fuccour farr. 
So glifter'd the dire Snake, and into fraud 
Led Eve our credulous Mother, to the Tree 
Of prohibition, root of all our woe; 
Which when flie faw, thus to her guide (he fpake. 

Serpent, we might have fpar'd our coming hither, 
Fruitlefs to me, though Fruit be here to excefs. 
The credit of whofe vertue reft with thee. 
Wondrous indeed, if caufe of fuch effedb. 
But of this Tree we may not tafte nor touch ; 
God fo commanded, and left that Command 
Sole Daughter of his voice ; the reft, we live 
Law to our felves, our Reaibn is our Law. 

To 
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To whom the Tempter guilefully repli'd. 
Indeed ? hath God then faid that of the Fruit 
Of all tbefe Garden Trees ye fliall not eate, 
Yet Lords declared of all in Earth or Aire? 

To whom thus £v^ yet finlefi. Of the Fruit 
Of each Tree in the (^irden we may eate. 
But of the Fruit of this fair Tree amidft 
The Garden, God hath faid, Ye (hall not eate 
Thereof, nor fhall ye touch it, leaft ye die. (bold 

She fcarfe had faid, though brief, when now more 
The Tempter, but with (hew of Zeale and Love 
To Man, and indignation at his wrong, 
New part puts on, and as to paffion mov'd, 
Flucfluats difturbd, yet comely, and in a(fl 
Rais'd, as of fom great matter to begin. 
As when of old fom Orator renound 
In Athens or free RomCy where Eloquence 
Flouri(hd, (ince mute, to fom great caufe addreft, 
Stood in himfelf coUeded, whue each part, 
Motion, each ad won audience ere the tongue, 
Somdmes in highth began, as no delay 
Of Preface brooking through his Zeal of Right. 
So landing, moving, or to highth upgrown 
The Tempter all impa(riond thus began. 

O Sacred, Wife, and Wifdom-giving Plant, 
Mother of Science, Now I feel thy Power 
Within me cleere, not onely to difcerne 
Things in thir Caufes, but to trace the wayes 
Of higheft Agents, deemd however wife. 
Queen of this Univerfe, doe not believe 
Thofe rigid threats of Death ; ye (hall not Die : 
How (liould yc ? by the Fruit ? it gives you Life 

To 



660 



670 



680 



biyiiized by Google 



Book 8. Paradife loft. 

To Knowledge ? By the Threatncr, look on mce, 
Mce who have touch'd and tafled, yet both live. 
And life more perfet have attaind then Fate 

690 Meant mee, by ventring higher then my Lot. 
Shall that be fliut to Man, which to the Beaft 
Is open ? or will God incenfe his ire 
For fuch a petty Trefpafs, and not praife 
Rather your dauntleis vertue, whom the pain 
Of Death denounc't, whatever thing Death be, 
Deterrd not from atchieving what might leade 
To happier life, knowledge of Good and Evil; 
Of good, how juft? of evil, if what is evil 
Be real, why not known, fince eaiier fhunnd? 

700 God therefore cannot hurt ye, and be juft ; 

Not juft, not God; not feard then, nor obeid : 
Your feare it felf of Death removes the feare. 
Why then was this forbid ? Why but to awe. 
Why but to keep ye low and ignorant. 
His worfhippers ; he knows that in the day 
Ye Eate thereof, your Eyes that feem fo cleere. 
Yet are but dim, (hall perfedy be then 
Op*nd and cleerd, and ye fliall be as Gods, 
^ ' Knowing both Good and Evil as they know. 

710 That ye ihould be as Gods, fince I as Man, 
Internal Man, is but proportion meet, 
I of brute human, yee ot human Gods. 
So ye (hall die perhaps, by putting off 
Human, to put on Gods, death to be wifht, (bring. 
Though threat'nd, which no worfe then this can 
And what are Gods that Man may not become 
As they, participating God-like food ? 
The Gods are tirft, and that advantage ufe 
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On our belief, that all from them proceeds ; 

I queftion it, for thi$ &ir Earth I fee, 720 

Warm'd by the Sun, producing every kind. 

Them nothine : If they all things, who endos'd 

Knowledge of Good and Evil in this Tree, 

That whofo eats thereof, forthwith attains 

Wifdom without their leave ? and wherein lies 

Th' offence, that Man (hould thus attain to know ? 

What can your knowledge hurt him, or this Tree 

Impart againft his will if all be his? 

Or is it envie, and can envie dwell 

In hcav'nly brefts? thefe, thefc and many more 730 
Caufes import your need of this fair Fruit. 
Goddefs humane, reach then, and freely taHe. 

He ended, and his words replete with guile 
Into her heart too eafie entrance won : 
Fixe on the Fruit (he gaz'd, which to behold 
.Might tempt alone, and in her ears the found 
Yet rung of his perfwafive words, impregn*d 
With Reafon, to her Teeming, and with Truth ; 
Meanwhile the hour of Noon drew on, and wak'd 
An eager appetite, rais'd by the fmell 740 
So favorie of that Fruit, which with defire. 
Inclinable now grown to touch or tafte, 
Sollicited her longing eye ; yet firft 
Pauling a while, thus to her felf fhe mus'd. 

Great are thy Vertues, doubtlefs, befl of Fruits, 
Though kept from Man, & worthy to be admir'd, 
Whofe tafte, too long forborn, at hrll: affay 
Gave elocution to the mute, and taught 
The Tongue not made for Speech to fpeak thy 
Thy praife hee alfo who forbids thy ufe, (praife : 750 
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Conceales not from us, naming thee the Tree 
Of Knowledge, knowledge both of good and evil ; 
Forbids us then to tafte, but his forbidding 
Commends thee more, while it inferrs the good 
By thee communicated, and our want : 
For good unknown, fure is not had, or bad 
And yet unknown, is as not had at all. 
In plain then, what forbids he but to know. 
Forbids us good, forbids us to be wife ? 
760 i Such prohibitions binde not. But if Death 
Bind us with after-bands, what proiits then 
Our inward freedom ? In the day we eate 
Of this £ur Fruit, our doom is, we (ball die. 
How dies the Serpent ? hee hath eat'n and lives. 
And knows, and ipeaks, and reaibns, and difcemes^ 
Irrational till then. For us alone 
Was death invented ? or to us deni'd 
This intellcdlual food, for beafis refcrv'd ? 
For Beads it feems : yet that one Beaft which firft 
770 Hath tafted, envies not, but brings with joy 
The good befall'n him, Author unfufpedt. 
Friendly to man, farr from deceit or guile. 
What fear I then, rather what know to feare 
Under this ignorance of Good and Evil, 
Of God or Death, of Law or Pcnaltie ? 
Here grows the Cure of all, this Fruit Divine, 
Fair to the Eye, inviting to the Tafte, 
Of vertue to make wife : what hinders then 
To reach, and feed at once both Bodie and Mind ? 
780 So faying, her raih hand in evil hour 

Forth reaching to the Fruit, (he pluck'd, ihe eat : 
Earth felt the wound, and Nature from her feat 
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Sighing through all her Works gave figns of woe. 

That all was loft. Back to the Thicket flunk 

The guiltie Serpent, and well might, for Eve 

Intent now wholly on her tafte, naught elfe 

Regarded, fuch delight till then, as ieenid« 

In Fruit flie never tafted, whether true 

Or fanfied lb, through expedation high 

Of knowledg, nor was God-head from her thought. 

Greedily (he ingorg'd without refbaint. 

And knew not eating Death : Satiate at length. 

And hight'nd as with Wine, jocond and boon. 

Thus to herfelf (he pleafingly began. 

O Sovran, vertuous, precious of all Trees 
In Paradife, of operation bleft 
To Sapience, hitherto obfcur'd, infam'd. 
And thy fair Fruit let hang, as to no end 
Created ; but henceforth my early care, 
Not without Song, each Morning, and due praife 
Shall tend thee, and the fertil burden eafe 
Of thy full branches offer'd free to all ; 
Till diieted by thee I grow mature 
In knowledge, as the Gods who all things know ; 
Though others envie what they cannot give ; 
For had the gift bin theirs, it had not here 
Thus grown. Experience, next to thee I owe, 
Beft guide ; not following thee, I had remaind 
In ignorance, thou op*nft Wifdoms way. 
And giv'ft acceis, though fecret (he retire. 
And I perhaps am fecret ; Heav'n is high, 
High and remote to fee from thence diftincft 
Each thing on Earth ; and other care perhaps 
May have diverted from continual watch 
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Our great Forbidder, fafe with all his Spies 
About him. But to Adam in what fort 
Shall I appeer ? fliall I to him make known 
As yet my change, and give him to partake 
Full happinefs with mee, or rather not, 
820 But keep the odds of Knowledge in my power 
Without Copartner? fo to add what wants 
In Femal Sex» the more to draw his LovCt 
And render me more equal, and perhaps* 
A thing not undefireable, fbmtime 
Superior ; for inferior who is free ? 
This may be well : but what if God have ieen. 
And Death enfue ? then I (hall be no more. 
And Adam wedded to another Eve^ 
Shall live with her enjoying, I extindt ; 
830 A death to think. Confirm'd then I refolvc, 
Adam fliall fliarc with me in blifs or woe : 
So dear I love him, that with -him all deaths 
I could endure, without him live no life. 

So faying, from the Tree her ftcp flie turnd, 
But firft low Reverence don, as to the power 
That dwelt within, whofe prefence had infus'd 
Into the plant fctential Tap, deriv'd 
From Nedar, drink of Gods. Adam the while 
Waiting defirous her return, had wove 
840 Of choiceft Flours a Garland to adorne 
Her Trefles, and her rural labours crown 
As Reapers oft are wont thir Harveft Queen. 
Great joy he promis'd to his thoughts, and new 
Solace in her return, fo long delay'd ; 
Yet oft his heart, divine of fomthing ill, 
Mifgave him ; hee the faultring meafure felt ; 
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And forth to meet her went, the way (he took 
That Morn when firft they parted ; by the Tree 
Of Knowledge he muft pafs, there he her met, 
Scarfe from the Tree returning ; in her hand 
A bough of &ireft fruit that downie fmil'd» 
New gatherd, and ambrofial fmell difiu8*d. 
To him fhe hafted, in her &ce excufe 
Came Prologue, and Apologie to prompt. 
Which with bland words at will die thus addrefl. 

Haft thou not wonderd, Adanty at my ftay ? 
Thee I have mifkt, and thought it long, depriv'd 
Thy prefence, agonie of love till now 
Not felt, nor (hall be twice, for never more 
Mean I to trie, what rafh untri'd I fought, 
The painc of abfence from thy fight. But ftrange 
Hath bin the caufe, and wonderful to heare : 
This Tree is not as we are told, a Tree 
Of danger tafted, nor to evil unknown 
Op'ning the way, but of Divine effe<5t 
To open Eyes, and make them Gods who taile ; 
And hath bin tafted fuch : the Serpent wife. 
Or not refbaind as wee, or not obeying. 
Hath eat'n of the fruit, and is become. 
Not dead, as we are threatn'd, but thenceforth 
Endu'd with human voice and human fenfe, 
Reafoning to admiration, and with mee 
Perfwafively hath fo prevaild, that I 
Have alfo tafted, and have alfo found 
Th' effects to correfpond, opener mine Eyes, 
Dimm erft, dilated Spirits, ampler Heart, 
And growing up to Godhead ; which for thee 
Chiefly I fought, without thee can defpife. 

For 
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For blifs, as thou haft part, to me is blifs, 
Tedious, unfhar'd with thee, and odious foon. 
Thou therfore alfo tafte, that equal Lot 
May joyne us, equal Joy, as equal Love ; 
Leaft thou not tafting, different degree 
Disjoyne us, and I then too late renounce 
Dcitie for thee, when Fate will not permit. 

Thus Eve with Countnance blithe her ftorie told ; 
But in her Cheek diftemper fluOiing glowd. 
On th' other fide, Adam^ loon as he heard 
The fatal Trdfpafi don by amaz*d« 
Aftonied ftood and Blank, while horror chill 
Ran through his veins, and all his joynts relax'd ; 
From his flack hand the Garland wreathM for B/oe 
Down drop'd, and all the faded Rofes ftied : 
Speechlefs he ftood and pale, till thus at length 
Firft to himfelf he inward filence broke. 

O faircft of Creation, laft and heft 
Of all Gods Works, Creature in whom excell'd 
Whatever can to fight or thought be formd. 
Holy, divine, good, amiable, or fweet ! 
How art thou loft, how on a fudden loft, 
Defac't, deflourd, and now to Death devote ? 
Rather how haft thou yeelded to tranfgrefs 
The ftridt forbiddance, how to violate 
The facred Fruit forbidd'n I fom curfed firaud 
Of Enemie hath beguil'd thee, yet unknown. 
And mee with thee hath mind, for with thee 
Certain my refolution is to Die ; 
How can I live without thee, how forgoe 
Thy fweet Convcrfe and Love fo dearly joyn'd. 
To live again in thefe wilde Woods forlorn ? 

Should 
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Should God create another Froe^ and I 
Another Rib afford, yet lofs of thee 
Would never from my heart ; no no, I feel 
The Link of Nature draw me .* FleOi of Flelh, 
Bone of my Bone thoa art, and from thy State 
Mine never (hall be parted, blifi or woe. 

So having faid, as one from iad difmay 
Recomforted, and after thoughts diflurbd 
Submitting to what feemd remedilefs. 
Thus in calme mood his Words to Rve he turnd. 920 

Bold deed thou haft prefum'd, adventrous Ew, 
And peril great provok't, who thus haA dar'd 
Had it bin onely coveting to Eye 
That facred Fruit, facred to abftinence, 
Much more to tafte it under banne to touch. 
But part who can recall, or don undoe ? 
Not God Omnipotent, nor Fate, yet fo 
Perhaps thou (halt not Die, perhaps the Fa<5t 
Is not fo hainous now, foretafted Fruit, 
Profan'd firil by the Serpent, by him firft 930 
Made common and unhallowd ere our tafte ; 
Nor yet on him found deadly, he yet lives. 
Lives, as thou faidil, and gaines to live as Man 
Higher degree of Life^ inducement ftrong 
To us, as likely tafting to attaine 
Proportional afcent» which cannot be 
But to be Gods, or Angels Demi-gods. 
Nor can I think that God, Creator wife. 
Though threatning, will in earneft fo deftroy 
Us his prime Creatures, dignifi'd fo high, 940 
Set over all his Works, which in our Fall, 
For us created, needs with us muft faile. 

Dependent | 
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Dependent made ; fo God (liall uncreate. 
Be fruftrate, do, undo, and labour loofc, 
Not well conccav'd of God, who though his Power 
Creation could repeate, yet would be loath 
Us to abolilh, leaft the Adverfarv 
Triumph and fay ; Fickle their State whom God 
Moft Favors, who can pleafe him long ? Mee firft 
950 He ruind, now Mankind ; whom will he next? 
Matter of icorne, not to be eiven the Foe. 
However I with thee have vox my Lot, 
Certain to undergoe like doom, if Deadi 
Confort with thee, Death is to mee as Life ; 
So forcible within my heart I feel 
The Bond of Nature draw me to my owne. 
My own in thee, for what thou art is mine; 
Our State cannot be feverd, we are one, 
One Flcfli ; to loofe thee were to loofc my felf. 
960 So Adaniy and thus Eve to him repli'd. 
O glorious trial of exceeding Love, 
Illullrious evidence, example high! 
Ingaging me to emulate, but (hort 
Of thy perfe<Stion, how (hall I attaine, 
Adam^ from whofe deare fide I boaft me fprung, 
And gladly of our Union heare thee fpeak. 
One Heart, one Soul in both ; whereof good proofF 
This day afibrds, declaring thee refolvd. 
Rather then Death or aught then Death more dread 
970 Shall feparate us, linkt in Love fo deare. 

To undergoe with mee one Guilt, one Crime, 
If any be, of tailing this fair Fruit, 
Whofe vertuc, for of good ftill good proceeds. 
Direct, or by occaiion hath prefented 

This 
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This happie trial of thy Love» which elfe 
So eminently never had hin known. 
Were it I thought Death menac't would enfue 
This my attempt, I would fuftain alone 

The worft, and not perfwade thee, rather die 
Deferted^ then oblige thee with a fad 980 
Pernicious to thy Peace, chiefly aiTur'd 
Remarkably fo late of thy fo true. 
So faithful Love unequald ; but I feel 
Farr otherwife th* event, not Death, but Life 
Augmented, op'nd Eyes, new Hopes, nevv^ Joyes, 
Tafte fo Divine, that what of fweet before 
Hath toucht my fenfe, flat feems to this, and harih. 
On my experience, Adam, freely tafte. 
And fear of Death deliver to the Windes. 

So faying, (he embrac'd him, and for joy 990 
Tenderly wept, much won that he his Love 
Had fo*enobrd, as of choice to incurr 
Divine difpleafure for her fake, or Death. 
In recompence (for fuch compliance bad 
Such recompence beft merits) from the bough 
She gave him of that fair enticing Fruit 
With liberal hand : he fcrupl'd not to eat 
Againft his better knowledge, not deceav'd, 
But fondly overcome with Femal charm. 
Earth trembl'd from her entrails, as again 1 1 000 

In pangs, and Nature gave a fecond groan, I 
Skie lowr'd, and muttering Thunder, fom fad drops 
Wept at compleating of the mortal Sin 
Original ; while Adam took no thought, 
Eating his fill, nor Bfoe to iterate 
Her former trefiMfs feared, the more to foothe 
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Him with her lov'd focietie, that now 

As with new Wine intoxicated both 

They fwim in mirth, and fanfie that they feel 

Divinitie within them breeding wings 

Wherewith to fcorn the Earth : but that falfe Fruit 

Farr other operation firft difplaid» 

Carnal defire en flaming, hee on Eve 

Began to cad lafcivious Eyes, ihc him 

As wantonly repaid ; in Luft they burne.* 

Till AdiOn thus 'gan Eve to dalliance move. 

Eve, now I fee thou art exadt of tafte. 
And elegant, of Sapience no fmall part, 
Since to each meaning favour wc apply. 
And Palate call judicious ; I the praife 
Ycild thee, fo well this day thou haft purvey 'd. 
Much plcafurc wc have loft, while we abftain'd 
From this delightful Fruit, nor known till now 
True rcliih, tailing ; it fuch pleafure be 
In things to us forbidden, it might be wiih'd. 
For this one Tree had bin forbidden ten. 
But come, fo well refre(h*t, now let us play. 
As meet is, after fuch delicious Fare ; 
For never did thy Beautie fince the day 
I faw thee firft and wedded thee, adorn'd 
With all perfedions, fo enflame my fenfe 
With ardor to enjoy thee, fairer now 
Then ever, bountie of this vertuous Tree. 

So faid he, and forbore not glance or toy 
Of amorous intent, well underftood 
Of Ew, whofe Eye darted contagious Fire. 
Her hand he feis'd, and to a lhadie bank. 
Thick overhead with verdant roof imbowr'd 
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He led her nothing loath ; Flours were the Couch, 
Panfies, and Violets, and Alphodcl, 1040 
And Hyacinth, Earths frelheft fofteft lap. 
There they thir fill of Love and Loves difport 
Took largely, of thir mutual guilt the Scale, 
The folace of thir lin, till dewie fleep 
Opprefs'd them, wearied with thir amorous play. 
Soon as the force of that fallacious Fruit, 
That with exhilerating vapour bland 
About thir fpirits had plaid, and inmoft powers 
Made erre, was now ezhal'd, and grofler fleep 
Bred of unkindly fumes, with conlcious dreams 1 1050 
Encumberd, now had left them, up they rofc 
As from unreft, and each the other viewing. 
Soon found thir Eyes how op'nd, and thir minds* 
How dark'nd ; innocence, that as a veile 
Had fhadow'd them from knowing ill, was gon, 
Juft confidence, and native righteoufncfs, 
And honour from about them, naked left 
To guiltie ihame hce cover'd, but his Robe 
Uncover'd more. So rofe the Danite ftrong 
Herculean Sam/on from the Harlot-lap 1060 
Of Philijiean Dalilah, and wak'd 
Shorn of his ftrength. They deditute and bare 
Of all thir vertue : filent, and in fiice 
Confounded long they fate, as fbuck'n mute, 
Till jtdam^ though not lefs then Boe abaiht. 
At length gave utterance to thefe words conftraind. 

O Eve, in evil hour thou didft give eare 
To that ^Ife Worm, of whomfoever taught 
To counterfet Mans voice, true in our Fall, 
Falfe in our promis'd Rifing ; fince our Eyes ' 1 07c 
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Op'nd we find indeed, and find we know 
Both Good and Evil, Good loft, and Evil got. 
Bad Fruit of Knowledge, if this be to know. 
Which leaves us naked thus, of Honour void» 
Of Innocence, of Faith, of Pnritie, 
Our wonted Ornaments now foild and ftaind. 
And in our Faces evident the fignes 
Of foul concupilcence ; whence evil ftore ; 
Even fhame, die laft of evils ; of the firft 
1080 Be fure then. How (hall I behold the face 
Henceforth of God or Angel, earft with joy 
And rapture fo oft beheld? thofe heav'nly ihapes 
Will dazle now this earthly, with thir blauEe 
InfufFerably bright. O might I here 
In folitude live lavage, in fome glade 
Obfcur'd, where higheft Woods impenetrable 
To Starr or Sun-light, fpread thir umbrage broad, 
f And brown as Evening : Cover me ye Pines, 
' Ye Cedars, with innumerable boughs 
1090 Hide me, where I may never fee them more. 
But let us now, as in bad plight, devife 
What beft may for the prefent ferve to hide 
The Parts of each from other, that feem moft 
To ihame obnoxious, and unfeemlieft feen. 
Some Tree whofe broad fmooth Leaves toeether 
And girded on our loyns, may cover roand (ibwd, 
Thofe middle parts, that this new conuner. Shame, 
There fit not, and reproach us as unclean. 
So counfel'd bee, and both together went 
iiooj Into the thickeft Wood, there foon they chofe 
\ The Figtree, not that kind for Fruit renown'd. 
But fuch as at this day to Indians known 
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In Malabar or Decan fpreds her Armes 
Braunching fo broad and long, that in the ground 
The bendra Twigs take root* and Daughters grow 
About the Mother Tree^ a Pillard ihade 
High ovenrch'ty and echoing Walks between ; 
There oft the Jbuttan Herdfinan {hunning heate 
Shelters in coole, and tends his pafturing Herds 
At Loopholes cut through thickeft (hade: Thofe 
They gatherd, broad as Amazonian Targe, (Leaves 
And with what skill they had, together fowd. 
To gird thir wafte, vain Covering if to hide 
Thir guilt and dreaded (hame ; O how unlike 
To that firft naked Glorie. Such of late 
Columbus found th' American fo girt 
Wit|? featherd Cindlure, naked elfe and wilde 
Among the Trees on lies and woodie Shores. 
Thus fenc't, and as they thoueht, thir (hame in part 
Coverd, but not at left or eaw of Mind, 
They fate them down to weep, nor ondy Teares 
Raind at thir Eyes, but high Winds wone within 
Began, to rife, high Paffions, Anger, Hate, 
Miftruft, Sufpicion, Difcord, and fhook fore 
Thir inward State of Mind, calme Region once 
And full of Peace, now toft and turbulent : 
For Underftanding rul'd not, and the Will 
Heard not her lore, but in fuhjc6lion now 
To fenfual Appetite, who from beneathe 
Ufurping over fovran Reafon claimd 
Superior fway : From thus diftemperd breft, 
Adam, eftrang'd in look and alterd ftile, 
Speech intermitted thus to Eve renewd. 

Would thou hadft heark'nd to my words, & ftai'd 

With 
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With me, as I befought thee, when that ilrange 
Defire of vvandring this unhappie Morn, 
I know not whence pollelsd thee ; we had then 
Remaind ftill happie, not as now, defpoild 
Of all our good, fham'd, naked, miferable. 
1 140 Let none henceforth feek needlefs caule to approve 
The Faith they owe ; when earneAl^ they feek 
Such proof, conclude, they then begin to faile. 

To whom foon mov'd with touch of blame thus 
What words have paft thy Lips, Adam fevere, 
Imput'ft thou that to my default, or will 
Of wandering, as thou caU'ft it, which who knows 
But might as ill have happ'nd thou being by. 
Or to thyfelf perhaps : hadft thou bin there. 
Or here th' attempt, thou couldil not have difcernd 
1 150 Fraud in the Serpent, fpeaking as he fpake ; 
No ground of enmitie between us known, 
Whv hee fliould mean me ill, or feek to harme. 
Was I to have never parted from thy fide ? 
As good have grown there ftill a livelefs Rib. 
Being as I am, why didft not thou the Head 
Command me abfolutely not to go, 
Going into fuch danger as thou faidil ? 
Too fadl then thou didfl not much gainfay. 
Nay, didft permit, approve, and £ur difmiis. 
1 160 Hadft thou bin firm and fixt in thy diflent. 

Neither had I tranfgrefs'd, nor thou with mee. 

To whom then Bril incenft Adam repli*d. 
Is this the Love, is this the recompence 
Of mine to thee, ingrateful Eve^ expreft 
Immutable when thou wert loft, not I, 
Who might have liv'd and joyd immortal blifs. 

Yet 
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Yet willingly chofe rather Death with thee: 

And am I now upbraided, as the caufe 

Of thy tranfgrefling ? not enough fevere, 

It feems, in thy reftraint : what could I more? 

I warn'd thee» I admoni(h*d thee, foretold 

The danger, and the lurking Enemie 

That lay in wait ; beyond mh had bin force. 

And ibrce upon firee Will hath here no place. 

But confidence then bore thee on* (ecure 

Either to meet no danger, or to Hnde 

Matter of glorious trial ; and perhaps 

I alfo err'd in overmuch admiring 

What feemd in thee fo perfet, that I thought 

No evil durft attempt thee, but I rue 

That errour now, which is become my crime. 

And thou th' accufcr. Thus it fhall befall 

Him who to worth in Women overtrufting 

Lets her Will rule ; reftraint (he will not brook. 

And left to her felf, if evil thence cnfue, 

Shee tirft his weak, indulgence will accufe. 

Thus they in mutual accufation fpent 
The fruitleis hours, but neither felf-condemning, 
And of thir vain conteft appeerfd no end. 
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Eanwhile the hainous and defpight- 

fuUad 

Of Satan done in Paradiie, and 

how 

Hee in the Serpent had perverted 

Her Husband (hee, to tafte the fatall fruit, 

Was known in Heav'n ; for what can fcape the Eye 

Of God All-feeing, or deceave his Heart 

Omnifcient, who in all things wife and juft, 

Hinder'd not Satan to attempt the minde 

Of Man, with flrength entire, and free Will arm'd, 

Complete to have difcover'd and repulft 

Whatever wiles of Foe or feeming Friend. 

For ftill they knew, and ought to have ftill remem- 

The high Injundion not to tafte that Fruit» (ber'd 

Whoever tempted ; which they not obeying, 

Incurr'd 
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Incurr'd, what could they lefs, the penaltie. 

And manifold in fin, deferv'd to fall. 

Up into Heav'n from Paradifc in haft 

Th' Angelic Guards afcended, mute and fad 

For MaOf for of his ilate by diis they knew. 

Much wondring how the iuttle Fiend had ftoln 

Entrance unfeen. Soon as th* unwelcome news 

From Earth arriv'd at Heaven Gate, difpleas'd 

All were who heard, dim fadnefs did not fpare 

That time Celeftial vifages, yet mixt 

With pitie, violated not thir blifs. 

About the new-arriv*d, in multitudes 

Th' ethereal People ran, to hear and know 

How all befell : they towards the Throne Supream 

Accountable made hafte to make appear 

With righteous plea, thir utmoft vigilance. 

And eafily approv'd; when the moll High 

Eternal Father from his fecret Cloud, 

Amidft in Thunder utter'd thus his race. 

AflemU'd Anjels, and ye Powers retum'd 
From unAtocelstttl charge, be not difmaid. 
Nor trottbl'd at thefe timngs from the Earth, 
Which your finccreft care could not prevent. 
Foretold fo lately what would come to pafe, 
When firft this Tempter crofs'd the Gulf from Hell. 
I told ye then he ftiould prevail and fpeed 
On his bad Errand, Man Ihoiild be feduc't 
And flatter'd out of all, believing lies 
Againft his Maker ; no Decree of mine 
Concurring to neceflitate his Fall, 
Or touch with lighteft moment of impulfe 
His free Will, to her own inclining left 

Kk In 



29 



30 



40 



fiook 9. Paradife loft. 



' In even fcale. But ^'n he is, and now 
What reft8> but that the mortal Sentence pafs 
On his tranfgreffion» Death denounc't that day, 
50 Which he preTum^ already vain and vdd, 
Becaufe not yet inflidted, as he fear'd, 
By fome immediate itroak ; but foon (hall find 
Forbearance no acquittance ere day end. 
I Juftice (hall not return as bountie fcorn'd. 
! But whom fend I to judge them ? whom but thee 

Vicegerent Son, to thee I have transferr'd 
I All Judgement, whether in Heav'n, or Earth, or 
Eafie it may be feen that I intend (Hell. 
I Mercie collegue with Juftice, fending thee 
60 Mans Friend, his Mediator, his defign'd 
Both Ranfom and Redeemer voluntarie. 
And deftin'd Man himfelf to judge Man falFn. 

So fpake the Father, and imfoulding bright 
Towara the right hand his Glories on the Son 
Blaz'd forth undooded Deitie ; he full 
Refplendent all his Father manifeft 
Exprefs'd, and thus divinely anfwer d milde. 

Father Eternal, thine is to decree. 
Mine both in Heav'n and Earth to do thy will 
70 Supream, that thou in mcc thy Son belov'd 
Mayft ever refl: well pleas'd. I go to judge 
On Earth thcfe thy tranfgrelTors, but thou knowft. 
Whoever judg'd, the worft on mee muil light. 
When time fliall be, for fo I undertook 
Before thee ; and not repenting, this obtaine 
Of right, that I may mitigate thir doom 
On me deriv'd, yet I (hall temper fo 
Juftice with Mercie, as 4nay illuftrate moft 
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Them fully fadtfied» and thee appeafe. 
Attendance none ihall need* nor Tnun, where none 
Are to behold the Judgement, but the judg*d, 
Thofe two ; the third beft abfent is condemn'd. 
Con via by flight, and Rebel to all Law 
Convidion to the Serpent none belongs. 

Thus faying, from his radiant Seat he rofe 
Of high collateral glorie : him Thrones and Powers* 
Princedoms, and Dominations miniftrant 
Accompanied to Heaven Gate, from whence 
Eden and all the Coail in profpe^ lay. 
Down he defcended ft rait ; the fpeed of Gods 
Time counts not, though with fwifteft minutes 
Now was the Sun in Weftern cadence low (wing'd. 
Prom Noon* and gentle Aires due at thir hour 
To fan the Earth now wak'd* and uflier in 
The Eevning coole when he fiom wrauth more 
Came the mild Judge and Interceflbr both (coole 
To fentence Man : the voice of God they heard 
Now walking in the Garden, by foft windes 
Brought to thir Ears, while day declin'd* they heard, 
And from his prefence hid themfelves among 
The thickeft Trees, both Man and Wife, till God 
Approaching, thus to Adam call'd aloud. 

Where art thou Adam^ wont with joy to meet 
My coming feen far off? I mifs thee here. 
Not pleas'd, thus entertaind with folitude. 
Where obvious dutie erewhile appear'd unfaught : 
Or come I lefs confpicuous, or what change 
Abfents thee, or what chance detains \ Come forth. 
He came, and with him £uf, more loth, though firft 
To ofiend, difcounf nanc^t both, and difcompos'd ; 
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Love was not in thir looks, either to God 
Or to each other, but apparent guilt, 
And ihame, and perturbation, and defpaire, 
AngeTt and obdinacie, and hate, and guile. 

Whence Adam faultring long, thus anfvver'd brief. 

I heard thee in the Garden, and of thy voice 
Affraid, being naked, hid my felf. To whom 
The gracious Judge without revile repli'd. 

My voice thou oft haft heard, and haft not fear'd. 
But ftill rcjoyc't, how is it now become 
So dreadful to thee ? that thou art naked, who 
Hath tcdd thee? haft thou eaten of the Tree 
Whereof I gave thee charge thou fliouldft not eat? 

To whom thus Adam lore befet repli*d. 

0 Heav'n 1 in evil ftrait this day I ftand 
Before my Judge, either to undergoe 
My felf the total Crime, or to accufe 
My other felf, the partner of my life ; 

Whofe failing, while her Faith to me remaines, 

1 ftiould conceal, and not expofc to blame 
By my complaint ; but ftri6t neceifitie 
Subdues me, and calamitous conftraint, 
Lcaft on my head both fm and puniihment. 
However infupportable, be all 

Devolv'd ; though ftiould I hold my peace, yet thou 

Wouldft eaiily dete^ what I conceale. 

This Woman whom thou mad'ft to be my help. 

And gav'ft me as thy perfet gift, fo good. 

So fit, fo acceptable, lo Divine, 

That from her hand I could fufped no ill. 

And what ftie did, whatever in it felf. 

Her doing feem'd to juftifie the deed ; 

Shee 
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Shee gave me of the Tree, and I did cate. 

To whom the fovran Prefence thus repli'd. 
Was (hee thy God, that her thou didft obey 
Before his voice, or was (hee made thy guide, 
Superior, or but equal, that to her 
Thou did*ft refigne thy Manhood, and the Place 
Wherein God fet thee above her made of thee, 
And for thee, whofe perfedtion farr excelled 150 
Hers in all real dignitic : Adornd 
She was indeed, and lovely to attradt 
Thy Love, not thy Subjection, and her Gifts 
Were fuch as under Government well feem'd, 
Unfeemly to bcare rule, which was thy part 
And perfon, had'ft thou known thy felf aright. 

So having faid, he thus to FiVe in few : 
Say Woman, what is this which thou haft done? 

To whom fad Rve with fhame nigh overwhelm'd, 
Confefling foon, yet not before her Judge 160 
Bold or loquacious, thus abafht repli'd. 

The Serpent me beguil'd and I did eate. 

Which when the Lord God heard, without delay 
To Judgement he proceeded on tfa' accus'd 
Serpent though brute, unable to transferre 
The Guilt on him who made him inftrument 
Of mifchief, and polluted firom the end 
Of his Creation ; juftly then accurft. 
As vitiated in Nature : more to know 
Concern'd not Man (fince he no further knew) 170 
Nor alter'd his offence ; yet God at laft 
To Satan firft in fin his doom apply'd. 
Though in myfterious terms, judg'd as then beft ; 
And on the Serpent thus his curfe let fall. 

Becaufe 
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Becaufe thou haft done this, thou art accurft 
Above all Cattel, each Beaft of the Field ; 
Upon thy Belly groveling thou (halt goe. 
And duft fhalt eat all the days of thy Life. 
Between Thee and the Woman I will put 
1 80 Enmitie, and between thine and her Seed ; 

Her Seed Audi broife diy head, tluMi bnufe his heel. 

So fpake this Onde* then verifi'd 
When Jefus Ton of Mary fecond JStv » 
Saw Satan fall like Lightning down from Heav'n, 
Prince of the Aire ; then rifing from his Grave 
Spoild Principalities and Pow^, triumpht 
In open ftiew, and with afcendon bright 
Captivity led captive through the Aire, 
The Realme it felf of Satan long ufurpt, 
190 Whom he (hall tread at laft under our feet; 
Eevn hee who now foretold his fatal bruife. 
And to the Woman thus his Sentence turn'd. 

Thy forrow I will greatly multiplie 
By thy Conception ; Children thou fhalt bring 
In forrow forth* and to thy Husbands will 
Thine Ihdl fubmit, hee over thee fliall rule. 

On Aiam laft thus judgement he pionounc'd. 
Becaufe thou haft heark'nd to the voice of thy 
And eaten of the Tree concerning which (Wife, 
200 I charged thee» faying : Thou (halt not eate thereof 
Curs'd is the ground for thy fake, thou in forrow 
Shalt eate thereof all the days of thy Life ; 
Thornes alfo and Thirties it ftiall bring thee forth 
Unbid, and thou (halt eate th' Herb of th' Field, 
In the fweat of thy Face (halt thou eate Bread, 
Till thou return unto the ground, for thou 

Out 
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Out of the ground waft taken, know thy Birth, 
For duft thou art, and (halt to duft returne. 

So judg'd he Man, both Judge and Saviour fent. 
And th' inibmt ftroke of Doith denounc't that day 
Remov'd iarr oflf; then pittying how they ftood 
Before him naked to the aire, that now 
Muft fuffer change, difdain*d not to begin 
Thencefortli the forme of fervant to afltime, 
As when he wafh'd his fervants feet, fo now 
As Father of his Familie he clad 
Thir nakednefs with Skins of Beafts, or flain, 
Or as the Snake with youthful Coate repaid ; 
And thought not much to cloath his Enemies; 
Nor hee thir outward oncly with the Skins 
Of Beafts, but inward nakednefs, much more 
Opprobrious, with his Robe of righteoufnefs, 
Araying cover'd from his Fathers fight. 
To him with fwift afoent he up retnmd. 
Into his btififiil bofom reaflum d 
In glory as of old, to him appeas'd 
A)], though all-knowing, what had paft with Man 
Recounted, mixing tnterceflion fweet. 
Meanwhile ere thus was fin'd and judg'd on Earth, 
Within the Gates of Hell fate Sin and Death, 
In counterview within the Gates, that now 
Stood open wide, belching outrageous flame 
Farr into Chaos, iincc the Fiend pafs'd through. 
Sin opening, who thus now to Death began. 

O Son, why fit we here each other viewing 
Idlely, while Satan our great Author thrives 
In other Worlds, and happier Seat provides 
For U8 his o&pring deare ? It cannot be 
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But that fuccefs attends him ; if mirhap, 
Ere this he had return'd, with fury driv'n 
By his Avenger, fince no place like this 
Can fit his punidiment, or their revenge. 
Methinks I feel new ftrcngth within me rife, 
Wings growing, and Dominion giv'n me large 
Beyond this Deep ; whatever drawes me on. 
Or fympathie, or fom connatural force 
Powerful at greateft diftance to unite 
250 With fecret amity things of like kinde 

By fecreteft conveyance. Thou my Shade 
Infeparable mufl: with mee along: 
For Death from Sin no power can feparate. 
But leaft the difficultie of pafling back 
Stay his returne perhaps over this Gulfe 
Impaflable, impervious, let us try 
Adventrous work, yet to thy power and mine .. 
Not unagreeable, to found a path 
Over this Maine from Hell to that new World 
260 Where Satan now prevailes, a Monument 
Of merit high to all th' infernal Hoft, 
Eafing thir pafTage hence, for intercourfe. 
Or tranfmigration, as thir lot (hall lead. 
Nor can I mifi the way, fo ftrongly drawn 
By this new felt attra€&on and inftind. 

Whom thus the meager Shadow anfwerd foon. 
Goe whither Fate and inclination ftrong 
Leads thee, I (hall not lag behinde, nor erre 
The way, thou leading, fuch a fent I draw 
270 Of carnage, prey innumerable, and tafte 

The favour of Death from all things there that live : 
Nor (hall I to the work thou enterprifeft 

Be 
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Be wanting, but afibrd thee equal aid. 

So faying, with delight he fnuflfd the fmell 
Of mortal change on Earth. As when a flock 

Of ravenous Fowl, though many a League remote, 
Againft the day of Battel, to a Field, 
Where Armies lie encampt, come flying, lur'd 
With fent of living Carcafles defign'd 
For death, the following day, in bloodie iight. 
So fented the grim Feature, and upturn'd 
His Noftril wide into the murkie Air, 280 
Sagacious of his Quarrey from fo farr. 
Then Both from out Hell Gates into the wafte 
Wide Anarchie of Chaos damp and dark 
Flew divers, & with Power (thir Power was great) 
Hovering upon the Waters ; what they met 
Solid or (limie, as in raging Sea 
Toft up and down, together crowded drove 
From each fide (hoaling towards the mouth of Hell. 
As when two Polar Winds blowing adverfe 
Upon the Cronian Sea, together drive 290 
Mountains of Ice, that ftop th* imagin*d way 
Beyond Petfora Eaftward, to the rich 
Cathaian Coaft. The agi^rcgated Soyle 
Death with his Mace petritic, cold and dry, . 
As with a Trident fmote, and fix't as firm 
As Debs floating once ; the reft his look 
Bound with Gorgonian rigor not to move. 
And with Afphaltic llime ; broad as the Gate, 
Deep to the Roots of Hell the gather'd beach 
They fiiften'd, and the Mole immenfe wraught on 300 
Over the foaming deep high Archt^ a Bridge 
Of length prodigious joyning to the Wall 
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320 



Immoveable of this now t'encelefs world 
Forfeit to Death ; from hence a pall'age broad. 
Smooth, eafie, inoffenfive down to Hell. 
So, if great things to fmall may be compar'd, 
Xerxes^ the Libertic of Greece to yoke, 
From Suja his Memnonian Palace high 
Came to the Sea» and over BtlUfpont 
Bridging his way, Europe with y^tf joyn'd, (waves. 
And fcoure'd with many a ftroak th' indignant 
Now had they broueht the work by wondrous Art 
Pontifical, a ridge of pendent Rock 
Over the vext Abyfs, following the track 
Of Satan, to the felf fame place where hee 
Firft lighted from his Wing, and landed fafe 
From out of Chaos to the outfide bare 
Of this round World : with Finns of Adamant 
And Chains they made all faft, too faft they made 
And durable ; and now in little fpace 
The Confines inct of Empyrean Heav'n 
And of this World, and on the left hand Ilell 
With long reach interpos'd ; three fev'ral wayes 
In fight, to each of thefe three places led. 
And now thir way to Earth they had defcri'd, 
To Paradife firft tending, when behdd 
Satan in likenels of an Angel bright 
Betwixt the Centaure and the Scorpion ftearing 
His Zenith f while the Sun in Aries rofe : 
Difgub'd he came, but thofe his Childern dear 
Thir Parent foon difcern*d, though in difguife. 
Hee, after Eve feduc't, unminded flunk 
Into the Wood faft by, and changing (hape 
To obferve the fequel, faw his guileful a^ 
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By Ew, though all unwccting, fcconded ' 

Upon her Husband, favv thir Ihame that fought 

Vain covertures ; but when he favv defcend 

The Son of God to judge them, territi'd 

Hee fled, not hoping to efcape, but Ihun 

The prefent, fearing guiltie what his wrauth 

Might fuddenly inHidt ; that paft, return'd 

By Night, and lidning where the haplefs Paire 

Sate in thir fad diicourfe, and various plaint. 

Thence gatherd his own doom, which underdood 

Not inftant, hut of future time. With joy 

And tidings firaught, to Hell he now return*d» 

And at the brink of ChMs^ neer the foot 

Of this new wondrous Pontifice, unhop't 

Met who to meet him came, his Ofspring dear. 

Great joy was at thir meeting, and at fight 

Of that ilupendious Bridge his joy encreas'd. 

Long hee admiring ftood, till Sin, his faire 

Inchanting Daughter, thus the filence broke. 

O Parent, thefe are thy magnific deeds, 
Thy Trophies, which thou view'ft as not thine 
Thou art thir Author and prime Architc<ft ; (own, 
For I no fooner in my Heart divin'd. 
My Heart, which by a fecret harmonie 
Still moves with thine, joyn'd in connexion fweet, 
That thou on Earth hadft profper'd, which thy 
Now alio evidence, but ftraight I felt (looks 
Though diftant from thee Worlds between, yet 
That I muft after thee with this thy Son ; (felt 
Such fatal confequence unites us three : . 
Hell could no longer hold us in her bounds. 
Nor this unvoyageable Gulf obfcure 
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Detain from following thy illuftrioiu track. 
Thou haft atchiey'd our libertie, confiii*d 
Within Hell Gates till now, thou us impow'rd 

370 To fortifie thus farr, and overlay 

With this portentous Bridge the dark Abyfs. 
Thine now is all this World, thy vertue hath won 
What thy hands builded not, thy Wifdom gain'd 
With odds what Warr hath loft, and fully aveng'd 
Our foile in Heav'n ; here thou flialt Monarch reign, 
There didrt not; there let him ftill Vidor fway, 
As Battel hath adjudg'd, from this new World 
Retiring, bv his own doom alienated, 
And henceforth Monarchie with thee divide 
380 Of all things, parted by th* Empyreal bounds. 
His Quadrature, from thy Orbicular World, 
Or trie thee now more dangVous to his Throne. 

Whom thus the Prince of Darkneft anfwerd glad. 
Fair Daughter, and thou Son and Grandchild both. 
High proof ye now have giv'n to be the Race 
Of Saian (for I glorie in the name, 
Antagonift of Heav'ns Almightie King) 
Amply have merited of me, of all 
Th' Infernal Empire, that fo neer Heav'ns dore 
390 Triumphal with triumphal a6l have met. 

Mine with this glorious Work, & made one Realm 
Hell and this World, one Realm, one Continent 
Of eafie thorough-fare. Therefore while I 
Defcend through Darknefs, on your Rode with eafe 
To my affociate Powers, them to acquaint 
With thefe fucceiTes, and with them rejoyce, 
You two this way, amone thofe numerous Orbs 
All yours, right down to raradife defcend ; 

There 
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There dwell & Reign in blifs, thence on the Earth 
Dominion exercife and in the Aire, 
Chiefly on Man, fole Lord of all dedar'd. 
Him firft make fore your thrall, and laftly kill. 
My Subftitutes I iend ye, and Create 
Plenipotent on Earth, of matchlefs might 
Ifliiing from mee : on your joynt vigor now 
My hold of this new Kingdom all depends, 
Through Sin to Death expos'd by my exploit. 
If your joynt power prcvaile, th' affaires of Hell 
No detriment need feare, goe and be ftrong. 

So faying he difmifs'd them, they with Ipeed 
Thir courfe through thickeft Conftellations held 
Spreading thir bane ; the blafted Starrs lookt wan. 
And Planets, Planet-ftrook, real Eclips 
Then fufferd. Th* other way Satan went down 
The Caufey to Hell Gate ; on either fide 
Difparted Chaos over built exclaimd. 
And with rebounding furge the barrs affaild, 
That foom'd his indignation : through the Gate, 
Wide open and unguarded, Satan pus'd. 
And all about found defolate ; for thofe 
Appointed to fit there, had Idft thir charge. 
Flown to the upper World ; the reft were all 
Farr to the inland retir'd, about the walls 
Of Pandamoniuniy Citie and proud feate 
Of Lucifer, fo by allufion calld. 
Of that bright Starr to Satan paragond. 
There kept thir Watch the Legions, while the 
In Council fate, follicitous what chance (Grand 
Might intercept thir Emperour fent, io hce 
Departing gave command, and they obierv'd. 
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As when the Tartar from his Ruffian Foe 
By AJiracan over the Snowie Plaines 
RetireSy or Ba&rian Sophi from the homes 
Of Turkijb Crefcent, leaves all wafte beyond 
The Realme of Aladuk^ in his retreate 
To Tauris or Casbeen, So thefe the late 
Heav'n-banifht Hoft, left defert utmod Hell 
Many a dark League, reduc*t in careful Watch 
Round thir Metropolis, and now expecting 
440 Each hour their great adventurer from the fearch 
Of Forrein Worlds : he through the midft unmarkt. 
In fliew plebeian Angel militant 
Of lowefl: order, pall: ; and from the dore 
Of that Plutonian Hall, invifible 
Afccnded his high Throne, which under ftate 
Of richeft texture fpred, at th' upper end 
Was plac't in regal luftre. Down a while 
He &te» and round about him faw unfeen : 
At laft as from a Cloud his fulgent head 
450 And (hape Starr-bright appeer*!, or brighter, clad 
With what permiffive glory fince his fall 
Was left him, or falfe glitter : All amaz'd 
At that fo fudden blaze the Stygian throng 
Bent thir afpedt, and whom they wifti'd beheld, 
Thir mighty Chief returnd : loud was th* acclaime : 
Forth rufh'd in hafte the great confulting Peers, 
Rais'd from thir dark Divan, and with like joy 
Congratulant approach'd him, who with hand 
Silence, and with thefe words attention won. 
460 Thrones, Dominations, Princedoms, Vertues, Pow- 
For in poirelTion fuch, not onely of right, (ers, 
I call ye and declare ye now, returnd 
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Succefsful beyond hope, to lead ye forth 

Triumphant out of this infernal Pit 

Abominable, accurft, the houfe of woe. 

And Dungeon of our Tyrant ; Now poflefs, 

As Lords, a fpacious World, to our native Heaven 

Little inferiour, by my adventure hard 

With peril great atchiev'd. Long were to tell 

What I have don, what fufierd, with what paine 470 

Voyag'd th' unreal, vail, unbounded deep 

Of horrible confufion, over which 

By Sin and Death a broad way now is pav'd 

To expedite jrour glorious march ; but I 

Toild out my uncouth pafTage, forc't to ride 

Th' untradtable AbyfTe, plung'd in the womb 

Of unoriginal Night and C/iaos wilde, 

That jealous of thir fecrets fiercely oppos'd 

My journey ftrange, with clamorous uproare 

Protcfting Fate fupreame ; thence how I found 480 

The new created World, which fame in Heav'n 

Long had foretold, a Fabrick wonderful 

Of wfblute perfedion, therein Man 

Plac't in a Paradife, by our exile 

Made happie : Him 1^ fraud I have feduc'd 

From his Creator, and the more to increafe 

Your wonder, with an Apple ; he thereat 

Offended, worth your laughter, hath giv'n up 

Both his beloved Man and all his World, 

To Sin and Death a prey, and fo to us, 490 

Without our hazard, labour, or allarme. 

To range in, and to dwell, and over Man 

To rule, as over all he fhould have rul'd. 

True is, mee alfo he hath judg'd, or rather 
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Mec not, but the brute Serpent in whofe (hape 
Man I dcceav'd : that which to mee belongs. 
Is enmity, which he will put between 
Mec and Mankindc ; I am to bruile his heel ; 
His Seed, when is not fet, (hall bruife my head : 
500 A World who would not purchafc with a bruife, 

Or much more grievous pain ? Ye have th* account 
Of my performance : VV'hat remaines, ye Gods, 
But up and enter now into full blifs. 

So having faid, a while he ftood, expe(5ting 
Thir univenal flxmt and high applaufe 
To fill his eare, when contrary he hears 
On all fides, firom Innumerable tongues 
A difmal univerfal hifs, the found 
Of public fcorn ; he wonderd, but not long 
570 Had leafure, wondring at himfclf now more ; 
His Vifage drawn he felt to fharp and fpare, 
His Armes clung to his Ribs, his Leggs entwining 
Each other, till fupplanted down he fell 
A monftrous Serpent on his Belly prone, 
Reludlant, but in vaine, a greater power 
Now rul'd him, puniflit in the ihape he fm'd, 
According to his doom : he would have fpoke. 
But hifs for hifs returnd with forked tongue 
To forked tongue, for now were all transform'd 
520 Alike, to Serpents all as acceflbries 

To his bold Riot : dreadful was the din 
Of hiiTing through the Hall, thick fwarming now 
With complicated monfters, head and taile. 
Scorpion and Afp, and Ampldsbana dire, 
Cerajies hornd, Hydrus, and EiUops drear. 
And Dip/as (Not fo thick fwarm*d once the Soil 
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Bedropt with blood of Gorgon, or the Ifle 
Ophiufa) but (till greateft bee the midft. 

Now Dragon grown, larger then whom the Sun 

Ingenderd in the Pythian Vale on (lime, 

Huge Python, and his Power no lefs he feem'd 

Above the reft ftill to ret'ain ; they all 

Him follow'd ifluing forth to th' open Field, 

Where all yet left of that revolted Rout 

Heav'n-fall'n, in rtation ftood or juft array. 

Sublime with expectation when to fee 

In Triumph ilTuing forth thir glorious Chief ; 

They faw, but other fight inilcad, a crowd 

Of uely Serpents ; horror on them fell. 

And horrid fympathie ; for what they faw. 

They felt themfelvs now changing ; down tlur arms, 

Down fell both Spear and Shield, down they as faft. 

And the dire hifs renew'd, and the dire form 

Catcht by Contagion, like in punishment, 

As in thir crime. Thus was th* applaufe they meant, 

Turnd to exploding hifs, triumph to ihame (ftood 

Caft on themfelves from thir own mouths. There 

A Grove hard by, fprung up with this thir change. 

His will who reigns above, to aggravate 

Thir penance, laden with fair Fruit, like that 

Which grew in Paradife, the bait of Eve 

Us'd by the Tempter : on that profpedl ftrange 

Thir earneft eyes they fix'd, imagining 

For one forbidden Tree a multitude 

Now ris'n, to work them furder woe or fhame ; 

Yet parcht with fcaldtng thurft and hunger fierce. 

Though to delude them fent, could not abfUin, 

But on they rould in heaps, and up the Trees 

M m Climbing, 
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I Climbing, fat thicker then the Inakic locks 
560 That curld Megara : greedily they pluck'd 

The Frutagc fair to fight, like that which grew 
Ncer that bituminous Lake where Soiiom Ham'd; 
This more del u five, not the touch, but tafte 
Deceav'd ; they fondly thinking to allay 
Thir appetite with guft, inftead of Fruit 
Chcwd bitter Afhes, which th' offended tafte 
With fpattering noife rejedled : oft they affayd. 
Hunger and thirft conftraining, drugd as of^ 
With hatefuUeft difrelifli writh'd thir jaws 
570 With foot and cinders fill'd ; fo oft they fell 

Into the fame illufion, not as Man (plagu'd 
Whom they triumph'd once lapft. Thus were they 
And worn with Famin, long and ceaflefs hifs. 
Till thir loft (hape, permitted, they refum'd. 
Yearly enjoynd, fome fay, to undergo 
i This annual humbling certain number'd days, 
' To da(h thir pride, and joy for Man feduc't. 
However fome tradition they difpcrs'd 
Among the Heathen of thir purchafe got, 
^80 And Fabl'd how the Serpent, whom they calld 
Op/lion with Eurynome, the wide- 
Encroaching Eve perhaps, had firft the rule 
Of high Olympus, thence by Saturn driv'n 
And 0/>j, ere yet Di&aan Jove was born. 
Mean while in Paradife the hellifli pair 
Too foon arriv'd. Sin there in power before. 
Once a^al, now in body, and to dwell 
Habitual habitant ; behind her Death 
Clofe following pace for pace, not mounted yet 
590 On his pale Horfe .* to whom Sin thus began. 

Second 



1 

Digitized b; 



Paradife loft. Book 9. 



Second of Satan fprung, all conquering Death, 
What thinkft thou of our Empire now, though 
With travail difficult, not better farr (earnd 
Then ftil at Hels dark thrclhold to have fate watch, 
Unnam'd, undreaded, and thy felf half llarv'd ? 

Whom thus the Sin-born Monfter anfwerd foon. 
To mee, who with eternal Famin pine. 
Alike is HeU, or Paradife, or Heaven, 
There heft, where moft with ravin I may meet ; 
Which here, though plenteous, all too little feems 
To ftttflP this Maw, this vaft unhide-bound Corps. 

To whom th* inceftuous Mother thus repli'd. 
Thou therefore on thefe Herbs, and Fruits, & Flours 
Feed firfl, on each Beail next, and Fifh, and Fowle, 
No homely morfels, and whatever thing 
The Sithe of Time mowes down, devour unfpar*d. 
Till I in Man refiding through the Race, 
His thoughts, his looks, words, adlions all infect, 
And feafon him thy laft and fweeteft prey. 

This faid, they both betook them feveral wayes. 
Both to deftroy, or unimmortal make 
All kinds, and for deflrudion to mature 
Sooner or later ; which th' Almightie feeing. 
From his tranfcendent Seat the Saints among. 
To thoie bright Orders utterd thus his voice. 

See with what heat thefe Dogs of Hell advance 
To wafte and havoc yonder World, which I 
So fair and good created, and had ftill 
Kept in that ftate, had not the folly of Man 
Let in thefe waftful Furies, who impute 
Folly to mee, fo doth the Prince of Hell 
And his Adherents, that with fo much eafe 
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I fuffcr them to enter and poflcfs 
A place To heav'nly, and conniving fcem 
To gratifie my fcornful Enemies, 
That laugh, as if tranfported with fome fit 
Of Paflion, I to them had quitted all. 
At random yeilded up to their mifrule ; 
And know not that I call'd and drew tliem thither 
630 My Hell-hounds, to lick up the draff and filth 
• I Which mans polluting Sin with taint hath (hed 
I On what was pure, till cramm'd and gorg'd, nigh 
I With fuckt and glutted offal, at one fling (burft 
I Of thy vidlorious Arm, wcll-pleafing Son, 
j Both Sin, and Death, and yawning Gravt' at laft 
] Through C/iaos hurld, obftrudl the mouth of Hell 

For ever, and feal up his ravenous Jawes. 
I Then Heav'n and Earth rcncwd fhall be made pure 
To fandtitic that (hall receive no ftaine : 
640 Till then the Curfe pronounc't on both precedes. 
Hee ended, and the heav'nly Audience loud 
Sung Ha/Muia, as the found of Seas, 
Through multitude that fung .* Juft are thy ways. 
Righteous are thy Decrees on all thy Works ; 
Who can extenuate thee ? Next, to the Son, 
Deftin'd reftorer of Mankind, by whom 
New Heav'n and Earth (hall to the Ages rife. 
Or down from Heav'n defcend. Such was thirfong. 
While the Creator calling forth by name 
650 His mightie Angels gave them fevcral charge. 
As forted heft with prefent things. The Sun 
Had firft his precept fo to move, fo Hiine, 
As might affedt the Earth with cold and heat 
Scarce toUerable, and from the North to call 

Decrepit 
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Decrepit Winter, from the South to bring 
Solftitial fummers heat. To the blanc Moone 
Her office they prefcrib'd, to th' other five 
Thir planttarie motions and afpe<5ts 
In Sextile, Square, and Trine, and Oppofite, 
Of noxious efficacie, and when to joyne 
In Synod unbenigne, and taught the fixt 
Thir influence malignant when to ihowre. 
Which of them rifing with the Sun, or falling, 
Should prove tempeftuous : To the Winds they fet 
Thir corners, when with bluflcr to confound 
Sea, Aire, and Shoar, the Thunder when to rowle 
With terror through the dark Aereal Hall. 
Some fay he bid his Angels turne afcanfe 
The Poles of Earth twice ten degrees and more 
From the Suns Axle; they with labour pulh'd 
Oblique the Centric Globe : Som fay the Sun 
Was bid turn Reines from th' Equinoctial Rode 
Like diftant breadth to Taurus with the Seav'n 
Atlantick Sifters, and the Spartan Twins 
Up to the Tropic Crab ; thence down amaine 
By Jj(9 and the Virgin and the Scales, 
As deep as Capricame, to bring in change 
Of Seafons to each Clime ; elfe had the Spring 
Perpetual fmil'd on Earth with vemant FlourB, 
Equal in Days and Nights, except to thofe 
Beyond the Polar Cirdes ; to them Day 
Had unbenlghted (hon, while the low Sun 
To recompence his diftance, in thir fight 
Had rounded ftill th' Horizon, and not known 
Or Faft or Weft, which had forbid the Snow 
From cold Eftotilandt and South as farr 
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Beneath Magellan, At that tailed Fruit 
The Sun, as from Thyejlean Banquet, turn'd 
His courfe intended ; elfe how had the World 
690 Inhabited, though (inlefs, more then now, 
Avoided pinching cold and fcorching heate ? 
Thefe changes in the Heav'ns, though flow, produc'd 
Like change on Sea and Land, fideral blaft, 
Vapour, and Mift, and Exhalation hot, 
Corrupt and Peftilent : Now from the North 
Of Norumbega, and the Samoed ihoar 
Burfting thir brazen Dungeon, armd with ice 
And fnow and haile and m>rmie guft and flaw, 
Boreas and Citcias and Argejles loud 
700 And Thrafiiat rend the Woods and Seas upturn ; 
With adverfe blaft up-tums them from the South 
Notus and Afer black with thundrous Clouds 
From Serraliona ; thwart of thefe as fierce 
Forth rufh the Levant and the Ponent VVindcs 
Eurus and Zepbir with thir lateral noife* 
SiroccOy and Libecchio. Thus began 
Outrage from livelefs things ; but Difcord firft 
Daughter of Sin, among th* irrational, 
I Death introduc'd through fierce antipathic : 
710 I Beaft now with Beaft gan war, & Fowle with Fowlc, 
And Fifli with Fi(h ; to graze the Herb all leaving, 
Devourd each other ; nor ftood much in awe 
Of Man, but fled him, or with count'nance fi;rim 
Glar'd on him pafllng : thefe were from wlmout 
The growing miferies, which Adam faw 
Alreadie in part, though hid in gloomieft (hade» 
To forrow abandond, but worfc felt within. 
And in a tioubl'd Sea of paffion toft. 

Thus 
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Thus to disburd'n fought with fad complaint. 

O miferable of happie ! is this the end 
Of this new glorious World, and mee fo late 
The Glory of that Glory, who now becom 
Accurft of bleiTed, hide me from the face 
Of God, whom to behold was then my highth 
Of happinds: yet well, if here would end 
The miferie, I deferv'd it, and would b«u« 
My own defervings ; but this will not ferve ; 
All that I eate or drink, or (hall beget. 
Is propagated curfe. O voice once h«Lrd 
Delightfully, Encreafe and multiply ^ 
Now death to heare ! for what can I encreafe 
Or multiplie, but curfes on my head ? 
Who of all Ages to fucceed, but feeling 
The evil on him brought by me, will curfe 
My Head, III fare our Anccftor impure, 
For this we may thank Adam ; but his thanks 
Shall be the execration ; fo befides 
Mine own that bide upon me, all from mee 
Shall with a fierce reflux on mee redound. 
On mee as on thir natural center light 
Heavie, though in thir place. O fleeting joyes 
Of Paradife, deare bought with lading woes I 
Did I requefl thee. Maker, from my Clay 
To mould me Man, did 1 foUicite thee 
From darknefs to promote me, or here place 
In this delicious Garden ? as my Will 
ConCurd not to my being, it were but right 
And equal to reduce me to my duft, 
Dcfirous to refigne, and render back 
All I receav'd, unable to performe 
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Thy terms too hard, by which I was to hold 
The good I fought not. To the lofs of that. 
Sufficient pcnaltie, why hail thou added 
The fenie of endlefs woes ? inexplicable 
Thy Juftice feems ; yet to fay truth, too late, 
I tous conteft ; then fliould have been refufd 
Thofe terms whatever, when they were propos'd : 
Thou didft accept them ; wilt tliou enjoy the good. 
Then cavil the conditions? and though God 
Made thee without thy leave, what if thy Son 
Prove difobedient, and reprov'd, retort, 
Wherefore didft thou beget me? I fought it not: 
Wouldft thou admit for his contempt of thee 
That proud cxcufe ? yet him not thy election. 
But Natural ncceflitv begot. 

God made thee of choice his own, and of his own 
To fcrve him, thy reward was of his grace, 
Thy punifhment then juftly is at his Will, 
Be it fo, for I fubmit, his doom is fair. 
That duft I am, and lhall to duft returne.* 
O welcom hour whenever I why delayes 
His hand to execute what his Decree 
Fixd on this day ? why do I overlive. 
Why am I mockt with death, and length'nd out 
To deathleis pain ? how gladly would I meet 
Mortalitie my fentence, and be Earth 
Infcnfible, how glad would lay me down 
As in my Mothers lap? there I ihould reft 
And fleep fccure ; his dreadful voice no more 
Would Thunder in my ears, no fear of worfe 
To mee and to my ofspring would torment rae 
With cruel expectation. Yet one doubt 
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Purfues me ftill, lead all I cannot die, 
Leaft that pure breath of Life, the Spirit of Man 
Which God infpir'dy cannot together periih 
With this cofpcnreal Clod ; then in the Grave^ 
Or in ibme other difinal place, who knows 
But I (hall die a living Death ? O thought 
Horrid, if true ! yet why ? it was but breath 
Of Life that finn'd ; what dies but what had life 
And fin ? the Bodie properly hath neither. 
All of me then fhall die : let this appeafe 
The doubt, fincc humane reach no further knows. 
For though the Lord of all be infinite, 
Is his wrauth alfo? be it, man is not fo. 
But mortal doom'd. How can he exercife 
Wrath without end on Man whom Death muft end r, 
Can he make deathlefs Death ? that were to make ' 
Strange contradidion, which to God himfelf 
Imjpoflible is held, as Argument 
or weakneis, not of Power. Will he» draw out» 
For an^rs fake, finite to infinite 
In puniiht man, to fatbfie his rigour 
Satisfi'd never ; that were to extend 
His Sentence beyond duft and Natures Law, 
By which all Caufes elfe according flill 
To the reception of thir matter acft. 
Not to th* extent of thir own Spheare. But fay 
That Death be not one ftroak, as I fuppos'd. 
Bereaving fenfe, but endlefs niiferie 
From this day onward, which I feel begun 
Both in me, and without me, and fo laft 
To pcrpctuitie ; Ay me, that fear 
Comes thundring back with dreadful revolution 
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On my dcfcnllcfs head ; both Death and I 
Am found Eternal, and incorporate both. 
Nor I on my part lingle, in mce all 
Pofteritte ftands curft : Fair Patrimonie 
That I muft leave ye. Sons; O were I able 
820 To wafte it all my felf» and leave ye none ! 
So difinherited how would ye bleu 
Me now your Curfe I Ah, why (hould all mankind 
For one mans fault thus guiltlds be condemn'd, 
I If guiltleis? But from mec what can proceed, 
' But all corrupt, both Mind and Will deprav'd. 
Not to do onely, but to will the fame 
With mc ? how can thcv acquitted ftand 
\ In fight of God? Him after all Difputes 
Forc't I abfolve ; all mv cvafions vain 
S30 And rcafonings, though through Mazes, lead me rtill 
But to my own convidHon ; firll and laft 
On mee, mec onely, as the fourfc and fpring 
Of all corruption, all the blame lights due; 
I So might the wrauth. Fond wiih ! couldft thou fup- 
I That burden heavier then the Earth to bear» (port 
i Then all the World much heavier, though divided 
With that bad Woman ? Thus what thou defir'ft. 
And what thou fearil, alike deftroyes all hope 
Of refuge, and concludes thee miferable 
840 Beyond all pad example and future. 

To Satan onely like both crime and doom. 

0 Confcience, into what Abyfs of fears 

And horrors haft thou driv'n me ; out of which 

1 find no way, from deep to deeper plung'd ! 
Thus Adiim to himfelf lamented loud 

Through the ftill Night, not now, as ere man fell, 

Whol- 
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Wholfom and cool, and mild, but with black Air 
Accompanied, with damps and dreadful gloom. 
Which to his evil Confcience reprcfcnted 
All things with double terror: On the ground B50 
Outftretcht he lay, on the cold ground, and oft 
Cun'd his Creation, Death as oft accus'd 
Of tardie execution, fince denounc't 
The day of his offence. Why comes inot Death, 
Said hee, with one thrice acceptable ftroke 
To end me ? Shall Truth foil to keep her word, 
Juftice Divine not haft'n to be juft ? 
But Death comes not at call, Juftice Divine 
Mends not her floweft pace for prayers or cries. 

0 Woods, O Fountains, Hillocks, Dales and Bowrs, 860 
With other echo late I taught your Shades 
To anfwcr, and refound farr other Song. 
Whom thus afflided when fad Eve beheld, 
Defolate where (he fate, approaching nigh. 
Soft words to his fierce paflion llie alfay'd : 
But her with Hern regard he thus repell'd. 

Out of my fight, thou Serpent, that name beft 
Befits thee with him leagu'd, thy felf as falfe 
And hateful ; nothing wants, but that thy ihape. 
Like his, and colour Serpentine may (hew 87^ 
Thy inward firaud, to warn all Creatures from thee 
Henceforth ; leaft that too heav'nly form, pretended 
To helHfh falfehood, fnare them. But fbr thee 

1 had perfifted happie, had not thy pride 
And wandring vanitie, when led; was fafe. 
Rejected my forewarning, and difdain'd 
Not to be trufted, longing to be feen 
Though by the Devil him felf, him overweening 
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To over-reach, but with the Serpent meeting 
880 Fool'd and beguil'd, by him thou, I by thee. 
To tnift thee from my fide, imagin*d wife, 
Conftant, mature, proof againft all aflaults. 
And underftood not all was but a (hew 
Rather then folid vertu, all but a Rib 
Crooked by nature, bent, as now appears. 
More to the part finifter from me drawn. 
Well if thrown out, as fupernumerarie 
To my jufl number found. O why did God, 
Creator wife, that peopl'd higheft Heav'n 
890 With Spirits Mafculine, create at lad 
1 This noveltie on Earth, this fair defed 
Of Nature, and not fill the World at once 
With Men as Angels without Feminine, 
Or find fome other way to generate 
Mankind? this mifchief had not then befall'n, 
And more that lhall befall, innumerable 
Difturbances on Earth through Femal fnares. 
And ftraight conjundion with this Sex : for either 
He never (hall find out fit Mate, but fuch 
900 As fome misfortune brines him, or miflake, 
Or whom he wiflies moft ihall feldom gain 
Through her perverfenefs, but (hall fee her gaind 
By a £irr worfe, or if (he love, withheld 
By Parents, or his happieft choice too late 
Shall meet, alreadie linkt and Wedlock-bound 
To a fell Adverfarie, his hate or (hame : 
Which infinite calamitie fhall caufe 
To Humane life, and houlhold peace confound. 
He added not^ and from her turn'd, but Eve 
910 Not fo repulii, with Tears that ceas'd not flowing, 
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And trefTes all diforderd, at his feet 

Fell humble, and imbracing them, befaught 

His peace, and thus proceeded in her plaint. 

Forfake me not thus, Adam, witnefs Heav'n 
What love fincere, and reverence in my heart 
I beare thee, and unweeting have offended, 
Unhappilie deceav'd ; thy fuppliant 
I beg, and clafp thy knees ; bereave me not. 
Whereon I live, thy gentle looks, thy aid. 
Thy cottnfel in this uttermoft diftrefs, 
My onely ftrength and ftay : forlorn of thee. 
Whither ihall I betake me^ where fubfift ? 
While yet we live, fcarfe one (hort hour perhaps. 
Between us two let there be peace, both joyning. 
As joyn'd in injuries, one enmitie 
Againft a Foe by doom expreft affien'd us. 
That cruel Serpent : On me exercue not 
Thy hatred for this miferie befall'n. 
On me already loil, mee then thy felf 
More miferable ; both have fin*d, but thou 
Againft God oncly, I againft God and thee. 
And to the place of judgement will return, 
There with my cries importune Heaven, that all 
The fentence from thy head remov'd may light 
On me, fole caufe to thee of all this woe, 
Mee mee onely juft objedt of his ire. 

She ended weeping, and her lowlie plight, 
Immoveable till peace obtain'd from fault 
Acknowledged and deplor'd, in Adam wraught 
Commiferation ; foon his heart relented 
Towards her, his life fo late and fole delight. 
Now at his feet fubmiffive in diftrefs, 

Crea- 



920 



930 



940 



Book 9. Paradife Loft. 



Creature fo fairc his reconcilement feeking, 
His counfel whom fhe had difplcas'd, his aide; 
As one difarm'd, his anger all he loft, 
And thus with peaceful words uprais'd her foon. 

Unwarie, and too defirous, as before, 
So now of what thou knowft not, who deiir'ft 
The punifliment all on thy felf ; ala8» 
Beare thine own firft, ill able to fuftaine 
His full wrauth whofe thou ieelft as yet left part. 
And my difpleafure bearil lb ill. If Prayers 
Could alter high Decrees, I to that place 
Would ipeed before thee, and be louder heard. 
That on my head all might be vitited, 
Thy frailtie and inHrmer Sex forgiv'n. 
To me committed and by me expos'd. 
But rife, let us no more contend, nor blame 
Each other, blam'd enough elfcwherc, but ftrive 
In offices of Love, how we may light'n 
Each others burden in our (hare of woe ; 
Since this days Death denounc't, if ought 1 fee. 
Will prove no fudden, but a flow-pac't evill, 
A long days dying to augment our paine. 
And to our Seed (O haplcfs Seed !) deriv'd. 

To whom thus E^y% recovering heart, repli'd. 
Adam, by fad experiment I know 
How litde weight my words with thee can finde. 
Found , fo erroneous, thence by juft event 
Found fo unfortunate ; neverthelefs, 
Reftor'd by thee, vile as I am, to place 
Of new acceptance, hopeful to regaine 
Thy Love, the fole contentment of my hearty 
Living or dying from thee I will not hide 

What 
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What thoughts in my unquiet breft are ris'n. 
Tending to fom relief of our extremes. 
Or end, though fliarp and fad, yet tolerable, 
As in our eviu, and of eafier choice. 
If care of our defcent perplex us mod. 
Which muft be born to certain woe, devourd 980 
By Death at laft, and miferpble it is 
To be to others caufe of mifery, 
Our own begotten, and of our Loines to bring 
Into this curfed World a woful Race, 
That after wretched Life muft be at laft 
Food for fo foule a Monfter, in thy power 
It lies, yet ere Conception to prevent 
The Race unbleft, to being yet unbegot. 
Childlefs thou art, Childlefs rcmainc : 
So Death (hall be deceav'd his glut, and with us two 990 
Be forc'd to fatistic his Rav'nous Maw. 
But if thou judge it hard and difficult, 
Converfing, looking, loving, to abftain 
From Loves due Rites, Nuptial embraces fweet. 
And with defire to languifh without hope. 
Before the prefent objed languiOiing 
With like defire, which would be miferie 
And torment lefs then none of what we dread. 
Then both our felves and Seed at once to fi-ee 
From what we fear for both, let us make (hort, 1000 
Let us feek Death, or hee not found, fupply 
With our own hands his Office on our felves; 
Why ftand we longer (hivering under fearcs. 
That (hew no end but Death, and have the power. 
Of many wayes to die the ihorteft chooiing, 
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Deftrudtion with deftrudtion to deftroy. 

She ended heer, or vehement defpaire 
Broke off the reft ; fo much of Death her thoughts 
Had entertaind, as di'd her Cheeks with pale. 
But Adam with fuch counfel nothing fway'd. 
To better hopes his more attentive minde 
Labouring had rais'd, a^d thus to Eve repli'd. 

Efoe^ thy contempt of life and pleafure feems 
To argue in thee fbmthing more fublime 
And excellent then what thy minde contemncs; 
But felf-deftru<5tion therefore faught, refutes 
That excellence thought in thee, and implies. 
Not thy contempt, but anguiih and regret 
For lofs of life and pleafure overlov'd. 
Or if thou covet death, as utmoft end 
Of miferie, fo thinking to evade 
The penaltie pronounc't, doubt not but God 
Hath wifelicr arm'd his vengeful ire then fo 
To be forcftaird ; much more I fear leafl: Death 
So fnatcht will not exempt us from the paine 
Wc arc by doom to pay ; rather fuch 
Of contumacie will provoke the higheft 
To make death in us live : Then let us feek 
Som fafer refolution, which methinks 
I have in view, calling to minde with heed 
Part of our Sentence, that thy Seed {hall bruife 
The Serpents head ; piteous amends, unleis 
Be meant, whom I conjecture, our grand Foe 
Satofif who in the Serpent hath contriv*d 
Againfl us this deceit : to crufh his head 
Would be revenge indeed ; which will be loft 
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By death brought on our felves, or childlefs days 
Refolv*d, as thou propofeft ; fo our Foe 
Shall fcape his puniihinent ordain'd, and wee 
Inftead (hall double ours upon our heads. 
No more be mention'd then of violence 
Againft our (elves, and wilful barrennefs. 
That cuts us off from hope» and favours onely 
Rancor and pride, impatience and defpit^ 
Reludance again God and his jufl yoke 
Laid on our Necks. Remember with what mild 
And gracious temper he both heard and judg'd 
Without wrauth or reviling ; wee expected 
Immediate diffblution, which we thought 
Was meant by Death that day, when lo, to thee 
Pains onely in Child-bearing were foretold, 
And bringing forth, foon recompenc't with joy, 
Fruit of thy Womb : On mee the Curfe aflope 
Glanc'd on the ground, with labour I muft earne 
My bread ; what harm ? Idlenefs had bin worfe ; 
My labour will fuflain me; and leaf): Cold 
Or Heat (hould injure us,. his timely care 
Hath unbefaught provided, and his hands 
Cloath'd us unworthie, pitying while he judg*d ; 
How much more, if we pray him, will lus ear 
Be open, and his heart to pide indine. 
And teach us further by what means to (hun 
Th' inclement Seafons, Rain, Ice, Hail and Snow, 
Which now the Skie with various Face begins 
To (hew us in this Mountain, while the Winds 
Blow moift and keen, (battering the graceful locks 
Of thefe fair fpreading Trees ; which bids us feek 
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Som better fliroud, fom better warmth to cheriih 
Our Limbs benumm'd , ere this diamal Starr- 
[ 070 Leave cold the Nighty how we his gather'd beams 
Refleded, ma^r with matter fm foment. 

Or by colHfion of two bodies grinde 
The Air attrite to Fire, as late the Clouds 
Juftling or pufht with Winds rude in thir ftiock 
Tine the flant Lightning, whofe thwart flame driv'n 
Kindles the gummie hark of Firr or Pine, (down 
And fends a comfortable heat from farr. 
Which might fupplie the Sun : fuch Fire to life. 
And what may elfe be remedie or cure 
1 080 To evils which our own mifdeeds have wrought, 
Hee w^ill inftrudt us praying, and of Grace 
Befeeching him, fo as wc need not fear 
To pafs commodioully this life, fuftain'd 
By him with many comforts, till we end 
In duft, our hnal reft and native home. 
What better can we do, then to the place 
Repairing where he judg'd us, proftrate &11 
Before him reverent, and there confels 
Humbly our faults, and pardon beg, with tears 
1090 Watering the ground, and with our fighs the Air 
Frequenting, fent from hearts contrite, in fign 
Of forrow unfeign'd, and humiliation meek. 
Undoubtedly he will relent and turn 
From his difpleafure ; in whofe look ferene. 
When angry moft he feem'd and moft fevere. 
What elfe but favor, grace, and mercie flion ? 

So fpake our Father penitent, nor "Eve 
Felt lels remorfe : they forthwith to the place 
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Repairing where he judg'd them proftrate fell 
Before him reverent, and both confefs'd 
Humbly thir £iults, and pardon beg'd, with tears 
Watering the ground, and with thir iighs the Air 
Frequenting, fent from hearts contrite, in (ign 
Of iorrow unfeign*d» and humiliation meek. 
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Hus they in lowlieft, plight repentant 

flood 

Praying, for from the Mercie-feat 

above 

Prevenient Grace defcending had re- 

mov*d 

The ftonie from thir hearts, and made new flerti 
Regenerat grow inftead, that fighs now breath'd 
Unutterable, which the Spirit of prayer 
Infpir'd, and wing'd for Heav'n with fpeedier flight 
Then loudeft Oratorie : yet thir port 
Not of mean fuiters, nor important le& 
Seem'd thir Petition, then when th' ancient Pair 
In Fables old, Ufk ancient yet then thefe, 
Deucalim and chafte Pyrrha to reftore 
The Race of Mankind drownd, before the Shrine 
Of Themis ftood devout. To Heav'n thir prayers 
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Flew up, nor mifsd the way, by envious windes 
Blow'n vagabond or fruftrate : in they pafsd 
Dimentionlels through Hcav'nly dorcs ; then clad 
With incenfe, where the Golden Altar fum'd. 
By thir great Interceflbr, came in iight 
Before the Fadien Thrcuie : Them the glad Son 
Prefenting, thus to intercede began. 

See Fauer, what firft fruits on Earth are fprung 
From thy implanted Grace in Man, thefe Sighs 
And Prayersy which in this Golden Cenfer, mizt 
With Incenfe, I thy Prieft before thee bring. 
Fruits of more pleafing favour from thy feed 
Sow'n with contrition in his heart, then thofe 
Which his own hand manuring all the Trees 
Of Paradife could have produc't, ere fall'n 
From innocence. Now therefore bend thine eare 
To fupplication, heare his fighs though mute; 
Unskilful with what words to pray let me. 
Interpret for him, mee his Advocate 
And propitiation, all his works on mee 
Good or not good ingraft, my Merit thofe 
Shall perfet, and for thefe my Death fhall pay. 
Accept me, and in mee from thefe receave 
The fmell of peace toward Mankinde, let him live 
Before thee reconcil'd, at leaft his days 
Numberd, though fad, till Death, his doom (which I 
To mitigate thus plead, not to reverie) 
To better life ihaU yeeld him, where with mee 
All my redeemd may dwell in joy and blifs. 
Made one with me as I with thee am one. 

To whom the Father, without Cloud, ferene. 
All thy requeft for Man, accepted Son, 

Obtain, 
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Obtain, all thy requeft was my Decree : 
But longer in that Paradife to dwell. 
The Law I gave to Nature him forbids : 
50 Thofe pure immortal Elements that know 
No grofs, no unharmoneous mixture foule, 
Ejedt him tainted now, and purge him off 
i As a diftemper, grofi to aire as grofs, 
And mortal food, as may difpofe him bed 
For diifolution wrought by Sin, that firft 
Diftemperd all things, and of incorrupt 
Corrupted. I at firft with two fair gifts 
Created him cndowd, with Happinefs 
, And Immortalitic : that fondly loft, 
60 This other ferv'd but to eternize woe ; 

Till I provided Death ; fo Death becomes 
His final remedie, and after Life 
Tri'd in fharp tribulation, and refin'd 
By Faith and faithful works, to fecond Life, 
Wak't in the renovation of the juft, 
Reiignes him up with Heav'n and Earth lenewd. 
But let us call to Synod all the Bleft 
Through Heav'ns wide bounds; from them I will not 
My judgments, how with Mankind I proceed, (hide 
70 As how with peccant Angels late they faw ; 

And in thir (bite, though firm, ftood more confirmd. 

He ended, and the Son gave fignal high 
To the bright Minifter that watchd, hee blew 
His Trumpet, heard in Oreb (ince perhaps 
When God dcfccnded, and perhaps once more 
To found at general Doom. Th' Angelic blaft 
Filld all the Regions : from thir blifsful Bowrs 
Of Amarantin Shade, Fountain or Spring, 
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By the waters of Life, where ere they fate 

In fellowfliips of joy : the Sons of Light 80 

Haded, reforting to the Summoiii high, 

And took thir Seats ; till from his Throne fupream 

Th' Almighty thus pronouncd his fovran WiU. 

O Sons, like one of us Man is become 
To know both Good and Evil, fince his tafte 
Of that defended Fruit ; but let him boaft 
His knowledge of Good loft, and Evil got , 
Happier, had it fufHc'd him to have known 
Good by it felf, and Evil not at all. 
He forrows now» repents, and prayes ccmtiite, 90 
My motions in him, longer then they move. 
His heart I know, how variable and vain 
Self-left. Leaft therefore his now bolder hand 
Reach alfo of the Tree of Life, and eat. 
And live for ever, dream at leaft to live 
For ever, to remove him I decree. 
And fend him from the Garden forth to Till 
The Ground whence he wa5 taken, fitter foile. 

Michael, this my beheft have thou in charge. 
Take to thee firom among the Cherubim 100 
Thy choice of flaming Warriours, leaft the Fiend 
Or in behalf of Man, or to invade 
Vacant pofleflion fom new trouble raife .* 
Haft thee, and from the Paradife of God 
Without remorfe drive out the finful Pair, 
From hallowd ground th* unholie, and denounce 
To them and to thir Progenie from thence 
Perpetual banifhment. Yet kaft they faint 
At the fad Sentence rigoroufly urg'd. 
For I behold them foft'nd and with tears 1 10 

Bewail- 



Digitized by Goei^lc 



Book lo. Paradife loft. 

Bewailing thir excels, all terror hide. 

If padendy diy bidding they obey, 

Difmifs them not difconfolate ; reveale 

To Adam what (hall come in future dayes. 

As I (hall thee enlighten, intermix 

My Cov'nant in the Womans feed renewd; 

So fend them forth, though forrowing, yet in peace: 

And on the Eaft fide of the Garden place. 

Where entrance up from Eden eafieft climbes, 

1 20 Cherubic watch, and of a Sword the flame 
Wide waving, all approach farr off to fright. 
And guard all palfage to the Tree of Life : 
Leaft Paradife a receptacle prove 
To Spirits foule, and all my Trees thir prey, 
With whofe ftol'n Fruit Man once more to delude. 

He ceas'd ; and th* Archangelic Power prepar'd 
For fwift defcent, with him the Cohort bright 
Of watchful Cherubim ; four &ces each 
Had, like a double Janus^ all thir fhape 

1 30 Spangl'd with eyes more numerous then thofe 
Of ArguSf and more wakeful then to drouze, 
Charm'd with Arcadian Pipe, the Pafloral Reed 
Of Hermes, or his opiate Rod. Mean while 
To refalute the World with facred Light 
Leucothea wak*d, and with fre{h dews imbalmd 
The Earth, when Adam and firfl Matron Eve 
Had ended now thir Orifons, and found. 
Strength added from above, new hope to fpring 
Out of dcfpaire, joy, but with fear yet linkt, 

140 Which thus to Eve his welcome words renewd. 
Eve, eafily may Faith admit, that all 
The good which we enjoy, from Heav'n defcends 

But 
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But that from us ought ftiould afcend to Heav'n 
So prevalent as to concerne the mind 
Of God high-blcft, or to incline his will. 
Hard to belief may feem ; yet this will Prayer, 
Or one (hort figh of humane breath, up-borne 
Ev'n to the Seat of God. For fince I faught 
By Prayer th' offended Deitie to appeafe, 
Kned'd and befi>re him humbl'd all my hearty 
Methooght I faw him placable and mud. 
Bending his eare ; perfwafion in me grew 
That I was heard with favour : peace retumd 
Home to my breft, and to my memcrie 
His promife, that thy Seed fhall bruife our Foe; 
Which then not minded in difmay, yet now 
Affures me that the bitternefs of death 
Is paft, and we (hall live. Whence Haile to thee. 
Eve rightly call'd. Mother of all Mankind, 
Mother of all things living, fince by thee 
Man is to live, and all things live for Man. 

To whoin thus Eve with fad demeanour meek. 
Ill worthie I fuch title (hould belong 
To me tranfgreflbur, who for thee ordaind 
A help, became thy fnare ; to mee reproach 
Rather belongs, dillruil and all difpraife : 
But infinite in pardon was my Judge, 
That I who firft brought Death on all, am grac*t 
The fourfe of life ; next favourable thou. 
Who highly thus to entitle me voutfaTft, 
Farr other name deferving. But the Fidd 
To labour calk us now with fweat impos'd. 
Though after ileepleis Night ; for fee the Mom, 
All unconcem'd with our unreft, begins 
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Her rofie progrefs Iniiling; let us forth, 
I never from thy fide henceforth to ftray, 
Whercre our days work lies, though now enjoind 
Laborious, till day droop; while here we dwell. 
What can be toilfom in thefe pleafant Walk.es ? 
1 80 Here let us live, though in tall n Hate, content. 

So fpakc, fo wiih'd much-humbrd Eve, but Fate 
Subicrib'd not ; Nature firft gave Signs, impreft 
On Bird» Beaft, Aire, Aire fuddenly eclips a 
Afier Ihort blufli of Mom ; nigh in her fight 
The Bird of Jove, ftoopt from his aerie tour. 
Two Birds of gayeft plume before him drove : 
Down from a Hill the Beaft that reigns in Woods, 
Firft Hunter then, purfu'd a gentle brace, 
Goodlieft of all the Forrcft, Hart and Hinde ; 
190 Dired to th' Eaftern Gate was bent thir flight. 
yUam obierv'd, and with his Eye the chafe' 
Purfuing, not unmov'd to Eve thus fpake. 

O Evt'^ fomc furdcr change awaits us nigh, 
Which Heav'n by thefe mute ligns in Nature (hews 
Forerunners of his purpofe, or to warn 
Us haply too fecure of our difcharge 
From penaltie, becaufe from death releaft 
Some days; how long, and what till then our life. 
Who knows, or more then this, that we are dull, 
200 And thither muft return and be no more. 
Why elfe this double obje^ in our fight 
Of flight purfu'd in th' Air and ore the ground 
One way the felf-fame hour ? why in the Eaft 
Darknels ere Dayes mid-courfe, and Morning light 
More orient in yon Weftern Cloud that draws 
O're the blew Firmament a radiant white. 

And 
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And flow defcends, with lomthing heav'nly fraught. 

He crr'd not, for by this the heav'nly Bands 
Down from a Skic of Jafpcr hghtcd now 
In Paradife, and on a Hill made alt, 
A glorious Apparition, had not doubt 
And carnal fear that day dimm'd Adams eye. 
Not that more glorious, when the Angels met 
yacob in Mahanaim^ where he law 
The field Pavilion*d with his Guardians bright ; 
Nor that which on the flaming Mount appeer d 
In D^httfit cover'd with a Camp of Fire^ 
Againft the Syrian Kin?, who to furprize 
One man, Auaflin*like had levied Warr, 
Warr unproclam'd. The Princely Hierarch 
In thir bright ftand» there left his Powers to feife 
Pofleflion of the Garden ; bee alone, 
To finde where Adam fhelterd, took his way. 
Not unperceav'd of Adam^ who to Eve, 
While the great Viiitant approachd, thus fpake. 

Eve, now expert great tidings, which perhaps 
Of us will foon determin, or impofe 
New Laws to be obfcrv'd ; for I dcfcrie 
From yonder blrzin;^ Cloud that veils the Hill 
One of the heav'nly Hoft, and by his Gate 
None of the meaneft, fome great Potentate 
Or of the Thrones above, fuch Majcftie 
Inverts him coming; y^'t not terrible, 
That I fhould fear, nor fociably mild. 
As Raphael t that I fhould much confide. 
But folemn and fublime, whom not to ofFend, 
With reverence I muft meet, and thou retire. 
He ended ; and th' Arch-Angel foon drew nigh, 
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Not in his (hape Celcftial, but as Man 
Clad to meet Man ; over his lucid Armes 
A militarie Veft of purple flovvd 
Livelier than Melihcean, or the graine 
Of Sarra, worn by Kings and Hero's old 
In time of Truce ; Iris had dipt the wooff" ; 
His ftarrie Hclme unbuckl'd flicw'd him prime 
In Manhood where Youth ended ; bv his fide 
As in a gliftering Zodiac hung the Sword, 
Satans dire dread, and in his hand the Spear. 
Adam bowd low* hee Kingly from his State 
Indin'd not, but his coming thus declared. 

Adantf Heav'ns high beheft no Preface needs : 
Sufficient that thy Prayers are heard, and Death, 
Then due by fentence when thou didft tranfgreis, 
Defeated of his feifure many dayes 
Giv'n thee of Grace, wherein thou may'ft repent. 
And one bad z& with many deeds well done 
Mayil cover .* well may then thy Lord appeas'd 
Redeem thee quite from Deaths rapacious claime ; 
But longer in this Paradife to dwell 
Permits not ; to remove thee I am come, 
And fend thee from the Garden forth to till 
The ground whence thou waft tak'n, fitter Soile. 

He added not, for Adam at the newes 
Heart-ftrook with chilling gripe of forrow ilood. 
That all his fenfcs bound ; Eve^ who unfeen 
Yet all had heard, with audible lament 
Difcover*d foon the place of her retire. 

O unexfpeded (broke, worfe then of Death I 
Muft I thus leave thee Paradife ^ thus leave 
Thee Native Soile, thefe happie Walks and Shades, 

Fit 
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Fit haunt of Gods ? where I had hope to fpend, 

Quiet though fad, the refpit of that day 

That muft be mortal to us both. O flours, 

That never will in other Climate groWy 

My early vifitation, and my laft 

At Eev'n, which I bred up with tender hand 

From the firft op'ning bud, and gave ye Names, 

Who now fhall reare ye to the Sun, or ranke 

Your Tribes, and water from th* ambroiial Fount ? 

Thee laftly nuptial Bowre, by mee adornd 

With what to fight or fmell was fweet ; from thee 

How (hall I part, and whither wander down 

Into a lower World, to this obfcure 

And wilde, how (hall we breath in other Aire 

Le(8 pure, accuftomd to immortal Fruits ? 

Whom thus the Angel interrupted milde. 
Lament not Eve, but patiently refigne 
What juftly thou hail loft ; nor fet thy heart. 
Thus over fond, on that which is not thine; 
Thy going is not lonely, with thee goes 
Thy Husband, hihi to follow thou art bound ; 
Where he abides, think there thy native foile. 

Adam by this from the cold fudden damp 
Recovering, and his fcatterd fpirits returnd. 
To Michael thus his humble words addrefsd. 

Celeftial, whether among the Thrones, or nam'd 
Of them the ^^ighe^l, for fuch of fhape may feem 
Prince above Princes, gently haft thou tould 
Thy melTage, which might elfe in telling wound. 
And in performing end us ; what befides 
Of forrow and dgedion and defpair 
Our frailtie can fufUin, thy tidings bring, 
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Departure from this happy place, our fweet 
Recefs, and onely confolation left 
FamilUr to our eyes, all places elfe 
Inhofpitable appeer and defolate, 

Nor knowing us nor known : and if by prayer 
InccfTant I could hope to change the will 
Of him who all things can, I would not ceafe 

310 To vvcaric him with my afliduous cries : 
But prayer again ft his abfolute Decree 
No more availcs then breath againft the winde. 
Blown ftiHing back on him that breaths it forth : 
Therefore to his great bidding I lubmit. , 
This moll afflids me, that departing hence, I 
As from his face I iliall be hid, dcprivd | 
His blefled count'nance ; here I could frequent, | 
With worlhip, place by place where he voutfafd j 
Prefence Divine, and to my Sons relate ; | 
320 On this Mount he appccrd, under this Tree 
Stood vifible, among thefe Pines his voice 
I heard, here with him at this Fountain talk*d : | 
So many grateful Altars I would teare 
Of graflie Terfe, and pile up eveiy Stone 
Of luftre from the brook, in memorie. 
Or monument to Ages, and thereon 
Offer fweet fmelling Gumms & Fruits and Flours : 
In yonder nether World where fhall I feek 
His bright appearances^ or footftep trace ? 
330 For though I fled him angrie, yet recalled 
To life prolongd and promisd Race, I now 
Gladly behold though but his utmoft skirts 
Of glory, and farr off his ftcps adore. 

To whom thus Michael with regard benigne. 
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Adam, thou know'il Heav'n his, and all the Earth, 

Not this Rock onely; his Omniprefence fills 

Land, Sea, and Aire, and every kinde that lives. 

Fomented by his virtual power and warmd : 

All th' Earth he gave thee to poflefs and rule. 

No defpicable gift ; furmife not then 

His prefence to thefe narrow bounds coniin'd 

Of Paradife or Kiien : this had been 

Perhaps thy Capital Seate, from whence had fpred 

All generations, and had hither come 

From all the ends of th' Earth, to celebrate 

And reverence thee thir great Progenitor. 

But this pra^cmincnce thou haft loft, brought down 

To dwell on eeven ground now with thy Sons : 

Yet doubt not but in Vallie and in Plaine 

God is as here, and will be fi>und alike 

Prefent, and of his prefence many a (igne 

Still followine thee, ftill compaffing thee round 

With goodnels and paternal Love, his Face 

Exprels, and of his fteps the track Divine. 

Which that thou mayft beleeve, and be confirmd, 

Ere thou from hence depart, know I am fent 

To ihcw thee what lhall come in future dayes 

To thee and to thy Ofspring 5 good with bad 

Expert to hear, fupernal Grace contending 

With finfulncfs of Men ; thereby to learn 

True patience, and to temper joy with fear 

And pious forrow, equally enur'd 

By moderation either ftate to beare, 

Prolperous or adverfe : fo (halt thou lead 

Safcft thy life, and beft prepar'd endure 

Thy mortal pafTage when it comes. Afcend 
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This Hill ; let Ev^ (for I have drencht her eyes) 
Here fleep below while thou to fbrefight wak*ft» 
As once thou (lepft» while Shee to life was formd. 
370 To whom thus Adam gratefully repli'd. 
Afcend, I follow thee, fafe Guide, the path 
Thou kad'ft me, and to the hand of Heav'ji fubmit. 
However chaft'ning, to the evil turne 
My obvious breaft, arming to ovcrcom 
By fufFcring, and earne reft from labour won. 
If fo I mav attain. So both afcend 
In the Vifions of God : It was a Hill 
Of Paradife the higheft, from whofe top 
The Hemifpherc of Earth in clcereft Ken 
Stretcht out to ampleft reach of profpedt lay. 
Not higher that Hill nor wider looking round. 
Whereon for different caufe the Tempter fet 
Our fecond Adam in the Wildemefs, 
To fliew him all Earths Kingdomes and thir Glory. 
His Eye might there command wherever ftood 
City of old or modern Fame» the Seat 
Of mightieil Empire, from the deftind Walls 
Of Cambalu, feat of Cathaian Can 
And Samarchand by Oxus^ I'emirs Throne, 
390 To Paquin of Sinaan Kings, and thence 
To Agra and Lahor of great Mugui 
Down to the golden Cherfonefe^ or where 
The Per/tan in Ecbatan fate, or fince 
In Hifpaharty or where the Ruffian Kfar 
In MofcOy or the Sultan in Bizance, 
Turcbejian-hovn ; nor could his eye not ken 
Th' Empire of Negus to his utmoft Port 
Ercoco and the lefs Maritine Kings 
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Mombaza, and ^iloa^ and NLlind, 

And Sofala thought Ophir, to the Realme 

Of Congo, and Angola fardefl: South ; 

Or thence from Niger Flood to Atlas Mount 

The Kingdoms of Almanfory Fez and Sus, 

Marocco and yllgicrsy and Tremifen ; 

On Europe thence, and where Rome was to fway 

The World : in Spirit perhaps he alfo faw 

Rich Mexico the (eat of Motezume, 

And Cu/h in Pent, the richer feat 

Of Atabalipa^ and yet unfpoird 

Guiana, whofe great Citie Geryons Sons 

Call El Dorado : but to nobler fights 

Michael from Adams eyes the Filme remov'd 

Which that falfe Fruit that promis*d clearer fight 

Had hred ; then purg'd with Euphrafie and Rue 

The vifual Nerve, for he had much to fee ; 

And from the Well of Life three drops inflill'd. 

So deep the power of thefe Ingredients pierc'd, 

Eevn to the inmoft feat of mental fight. 

That Adam now enforc't to clofe his eyes, 

Sunk down and all his Spirits became intranft : 

But him the gentle Angel by the hand 

Soon rais'd, and his attention thus recall'd. 

Adam, now ope thine eyes, and firft behold 
Th* efFedts which thy original crime hath wrought 
In fome to fpring from thee, who never touch'd 
Th' excepted Tree, nor with the Snake confpir*d. 
Nor finn'd thy fin, yet from that fin derive 
Corruption to bring forth more violent deeds. 

His eyes he op'nd, and beheld a field, 
Part and>le and tilth, whereon were Sheaves 
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New reapt, the other part flieep-walks and foulda ; 

Ith* midH: an Altar as the Land-mark Aood 

Ruftic, of graflie ford ; thither anon 

A fweatie Reaper from his Tillage brought 

Firft Fruits, the green Eare, and the yellow Sheaf, 

Uncull'd, as came to hand ; a Shepherd next 

More meek came with the Firftlings of hU Flock 

Choiccft and beft ; then facrificing, laid 

The Inwards and thir Fat, with Incenfe ftrew'd, 

440 On the cleft Wood, and all due Rites pcrform*d. 
His Offring foon propitious Fire from Heav'n 
Confum'd with nimble glance, and grateful fteame ; 
The others not, for his was not fincere ; 
Whereat hee inlie rag*d, and as they talk'd, 
Sniote him into the Midri£f with a ftone 
That beat out life ; he fell, and deadly pale 
Groand out his Soiil with gufliing Uoud eflftis'd. 
Much at that fight was Adam in his heart 
Difmai'd, and thus in hafte to th' Angel cri'd. 

450 O Teacher, fome great mifchief hath befall'n 
To that meek man, who well had facrific'd ; 
Is Pictie thus and pure Devotion paid ? 

T* whom Michael thus, hee alfo mov'd, repli'd. 
Thefe two are Brethren, Adam, and to come 
Out of thy loyns ; th' unjuft the juft hath flain. 
For envie that his Brothers Offering found 
From Heav'n acceptance ; but the bloodie Fadt 
Will be aveng'd, and th' others Faith approv'd 
Loofe no reward, though here thou fee him die, 

460 Rowling in duft and gore. To which our Sire. 
Alas, both for the deed and for the caufe ! 
But have I now feen Death ? Is this the way 
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I muft return to native duft? O fight 
Of terrour, foul and ugly to behold, 
Horrid to think, how horrible to feel ! 

To whom thus Michael. Death thou hail feen 
In his firft fliape on man ; but many (hapes 
Of Death, and many are the wayes that lead 
To his grim Cave, all difmal ; yet to fenfe 
More terrible at th' entrance then within. 
Some, as thou faw'ft, by violent ftroke ihall die. 
By Fire, Flood, Famin, by Intemperance more 
In Meats and Drinks, whuh on the Earth Ihal bring 
Difeafes dire, of which a monftrous crew 
Before thee ihall appear ; that thou mayft know 
What miierie th' inabftinenoe of Eve 
Shall bring on men. Immediately a place 
Before his eyes appeard, fad, noyfom, dark, 
A Lazar-houfe it feemd, wherein were laid 
Numbers of all difeas'd, all maladtea 
Of gaftly Spafm, or racking torture, qualmes 
Of heart-fick Agonic, all feavorous kinds, 
Convuliions, Epileplies, fierce Catarrhs, 
Inteftin Stone and Ulcer, Colic pangs, 
Dropfies, and Afthma's, and Joint-racking Rheums. 
Dire was the tofling, deep the groans, deipair 
Tended the fick bufieft from Couch to Couch; 
And over them triumphant Death his Dart 
Shook, but delaid to ftrike, though oft invok't 
With vows, as thir chief good, and final hope. 
Sight fo deform what heart of Rock could long 
Drie-ey'd behold? jidam could not, but wept. 
Though not of Woman born ; compaffion qudl'd 
His beft of Man, and gave him up to tears 
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A fpace, till firmer thoughts reftraind excefs, 
And fcarce recovering words his plaint renew'd. 

0 mifcrable Mankind, to what tall 
Degraded, to what wretched Hate referv'd ! 
Better end beer unborn. Why is life giv*n 

500 To be thw wrefted from ns? rather why 
Obtruded on us thus? who if we knew 
What we receive^ would either not accept 
Life offer'd^ or foon beg to lay it down» 
Glad to be lb difmift in peace. Can thus 
Th' Image of God in man created once 
So goodly and eredt, though faultie fince. 
To fuch unfightly fufferings be debas't 
Under inhuman pains ? Why (hould not Man, 
Retaining ilill Divine fimilitude 

510 In part, from fuch deformities be free, 
And for his Makers Image fake exempt ? 

Thir Makers Image, anfwerd Michael^ then 
Forfook them, when themfelves they villiE'd 
To ferve ungovern'd appetite, and took 
His Image whom they ferv'd, a brutiih vic^ 
Indudtive mainly to the fm of Rve. 
Therefore fo abjedt is thir puniihment. 
Disfiguring not Gods likenefs, but thir own. 
Or If his likenefs, by themfelves defac't 

520 While they pervert pure Natures healthful rules 
To loathfom fickneis, worthOy, iince they 
Gods Ima^ did not reverence in themfdvcs, 

1 yeild it juft, faid Aiam^ and fubmit 
But is there yet no other way, befides 
Thefe painful pafTages, how we may come 
To Death, and mix with our connatural duA ? 

There 
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There is, faid Michael^ if thou well obferve 
The rule of not too much, by temperance taught 
In what thou eatft and drinkft, feeking from mence 
Due nouriflimenty not gluttonous delight. 
Till many years over thy head return : 
So maift thou live, till like ripe Fruit thou drop 
Into thy Mothers lap, or be with eafe 
Gatherd, not har(hly pluckt, for death mature : 
This is old age ; but then thou muft outlive 
Thy youth, thy (Irength, thy beauty, which will 
To witherd weak & gray ; thy Senfes then (change 
Obtufe, all tafte of pleafure muft forgoe. 
To what thou haft, and for the Aire of youth 
Hopeful and cheerful, in thy blood will reigne 
A melancholly damp of cold and dry 
To waigh thy fpirits down, and laft confume 
The Balme of Life. To whom our Anceftor. 

Henceforth I flie not Death, nor would prolong 
Life much, bent rather how I may be quit 
Faireft and eaiieft of this combrous charge. 
Which I muft keep till my appointed day 
Of rendring up. Michaei to him repli'd. 

Nor love thy Life* nor hate ; but what thou livft 
Live well, how long or (hort permit to Heav'n .* 
And now prepare thee for another fight. 

He lookd and faw a fpadous Plaine, whereon 
Were Tents of various hue ; by fome were herds 
Of Cattel grazing : others, whence the found 
Of Inftruments that made melodious chime 
Was heard, of Harp and Organ ; and who moovd 
Thir ftops and chords was feen : his volant touch 
Inftin& through all proportions low and high 
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Fled and purfu'd tranfverfe the refonant fugue. 

560 In other part flood one who at the Forge 

Labouring, two maffie ^lods of Iron and Brais 
Had melted (whether found where cafual fire 
Had wafted woods on Mountain or in Vale, 
Down to the Yeins of Earth, thence gliding hot 
To fom Cavei mouth, or whether wafht by dream 
From imderground) the liquid Ore he dreind 
Into fit moul Ids prepar*d ; from which he form'd 
Firil his own Tooles ; then, what might elfe be 
Fufil or grav'n in mettle. AJfter thefc, (wrought 

570 But on the hethcr fide a different fort 

From the high neighbouring Hills, which was thir 

Down to the Plain defccnded : by thir guife (Seat, 

Juft men they fecmd, and all thir ftudy bent 

To worlhip God aright, and know his works 

Not hid, nor thofe things loll which might preferve 1 

Freedom and Peace to men : they on the Plain 

Long had not walkt, when from the Tents behold 

A Beavie of fair Women, richly gay 

In Gems and wanton dr^ ; to the Harp they fung 

5 So Soft amorous Ditties, and in dance came on : 

The Men diough grave, ey*d them, and let thir eyes 
Rove without rein, till in the amorous Net 
Faft caught, they lik'd, and each his liking chofe ; 
And now of love they treat till th' Eevning Star 
Loves Harbinger appeerd ; then all in heat 
They light the Nuptial Torch, and bid invoke 
Hymen, then firft to marriage Rites invok*t ; 
With Feaft and Mufick all the Tents refound. 
Such happy interview and fair event 

590 Of love & youth not loft. Songs, Garlands, Flours, 

And 
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And charming Symphonies attach'd the heart 
Of Adam J foon enclin'd to admit dehght. 
The bent of Nature ; which he thus exprefs'd. 

True opener of mine eyes, prime Angel bleft, 
Much better feems this Vilion, and more hope 
Of peaceful dayes portends, then thofe two pail ; 
ThoTe were of hate and death, or pain much worle» 
Here Nature feems fulfUld in all her ends. 

To whom thus MkhaeL Judg not what is beft 
By pleafure, though to Nature feeming meet. 
Created, as thou art, to nobler end 
Holie and pure, conformitie divine. 
Thofe Tents thou fawft fo pleafant, were the Tents 
Of wickednefs, wherein (hall dwell his Race 
Who flew his Brother ; ftudious they appere 
Of Arts that polifh Life, Inventers rare. 
Unmindful of thir Maker, though his Spirit 
Taught them, but they his gifts acknovvledg'd none. 
Yet they a beauteous ofspring fhall beget ; 
For that fair femal Troop thou fawft, that feemd 
Of Goddefles, fo blithe, fo fmooth, fo gay. 
Yet empty of all good wherein conlifts 
Womans domcftic honour and chief praife ; 
Bred onely and completed to the tafte 
Of luilful appetence, to fing, to dance. 
To dreis,and troule the Tongue, and roule the Eye. 
To thefe that fober Race of Men, whofe liyes 
Religious titl'd them the Sons of God» 
Shall yeild up all thir vertue , all thir fiune 
Ignobly, to the traines and to the imiles 
Of thefe fair Atheids, and now fwim in joy, 
(Erelong to fwim at krg) and laugh; for which 
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The world erelong a world of tears mud weepe. 

To whom thus Mm of (hort joy bereft. 
O pittie and (hamet that they who to live well 
Enterd fo faire, Ihould turn afide to tread 
Paths indirect or in the mid way fiunt I 
But ftiU I fee the tenor of Mans woe 
Holds on the fame, from Woman to begin. 
630 From Mans effeminate flacknefs it begins. 

Said th' Angd, who (hould better hold his place 
By wiidome, and fuperiour gifts receavd. 
But now prepare thee for another Scene. 

He lookd and faw wide Territorie fpred 
Before him. Towns, and rural works between. 
Cities of Men with lofty Gates and Towrs, 
Concourf in Arms, fierce Faces threatnine Warr, 
Giants of mightie Bone, and bould emprile ; 
Part wield thir Arms, part courb the foaming Steed, 
640 Single or in Array of Battel rang'd 

Both Horfe and Foot , nor idely muilring flood ; 
One way a Band felet^ from forage drives 
A herd of Beeves, faire Oxen ana iaire Kine 
From a fat Meddow ground ; or fleecy Flock, 
Ewes and thir bleating Lambs over the Plaine, 
Thir Bootie ; fcarce with Life the Shepherds flye. 
But call in aide, which tacks a Uoody Fray ; 
With cruel Tournament the Squadrons joine ; 
Where Cattcl paftur'd late, now fcatterd lies 
650 With Carcailes and Arms th' enfanguind Field 
Deferted Others to a Citie flrong 
Lay Siege, encampt; by Batterie, Scale, and Mine, 
Affaulting ; others from the Wall defend 
With Dart and Jav'lin, Stones and fulfurous Fire ; 

On 
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On each hand (laughter and gigantic deeds. 
In other part the fcepter'd Haralds call 
To Council in the Citie Gates anon 
Grey-headed men and grave» with Warrioun mixt, 
Aflemble, and Harangues are heard, but ibon 
In faftious oppofition» till at laft 66a 
Of middle Age one rifing, eminent 
In wife deport, fpake much of Right and Wrong, 
Of Juftice, of Religion, Truth and Peace, 
And Judgement from above : him old and young 
Exploded, and had feiz*d with violent hands. 
Had not a Cloud defcending fnatch'd him thence 
Unfeen amid the throng : to violence 
Proceeded, and Oppreffion, and Sword-Law 
Through all the Plain, and refuge none was found. 
Adam was all in tears, and to his guide 670 
Lamenting turnd full fad ; O what are thefe, 
Deaths Minifters, not Men, who thus deal Death 
Inhumanly to men, and multiply 
Ten thoufand fould the fin of him who flew 
His Brother ; for of whom fuch malfacher 
Make they but of thir Brethren, men of men ? 
But who was that Jud Man, whom had not Heav*n 
Refcu'd, had in his Righteoufnefs bin loft? 

To whom thus Michael ; Thefe are the produd 
Of thofe ill-mated Marriages thou faw'ft ; 680 
Where good with bad were matcht, who of them- 
Abhor to joyn ; and by imprudence mixt, (felves 
Produce prodigious Births of bodie or mind. 
Such were thefe Giants, men of high renown ; 
For in thofe dayes Might onely (hall be admir'd. 
And Valour and Heroic Vertu call'd ; 
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To overcome in Battel, and fubdue 
Nations, and bring home fpoils with infinite 
Man-daughter, ihall be held the higheH; pitch 
690 Of human Glorie, and for Glorie done 

Of triumph, to be ftyl'd great Conqucrours, 
Patrons of Mankind, Gods, and Sons of Gods, 
Deftroyers rightlier call'd and Plagues of men. 
Thus Fame (hall be achicv'd, renown on Earth, 
And what moft merits fame in filence hid. 
But hee the feventh from thee, whom thou beheldll 
The onely righteous in a World perverfe. 
And therefore hated, therefore fo befet 
With Foes for daring (ingle to be juA, 
700 And utter odious Truth, that God would come 

To judge them with his Saints : Him the moft High 
Rapt in a balmie Cloud with winded Steeds 
Did, as thou fawft, receave, to wuk with God 
High in Salvation and the Climes of blifi» 
Exempt from Death ; to (hew thee what reward 
Awaits the good, the reft what puniihment ; 
Which now dire^ thine eyes and foon behold. 

He look'd, & faw the face of things quite chang'd ; 
The brazen Throat of Warr had ceaft to roar» 
710 All now was turn'd to jollitie and game. 
To luxurie and riot, feaft and dance. 
Marrying or proftituting, as befell , 
Rape or Adulterie, where pafling faire 
Allurd them ; thence from Cups to civil Broiles. 
At length a Reverend Sire among them came. 
And of thir doings great diflike declar'd, 
And teftili'd againft thir waves ; hee'oft 
Frequented thir A(Iemblies, wherefo met. 

Triumphs 
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Triumphs or Feftivals, and to them preachd 
Converfion and Repentance, as to Souls 
In prifon under Judgements imminent : 
But all in vain : which when he faw, he ceas'd 
Contending, and remov'd his Tents farr off; 
Then from the Mountain hewing Timber tall, 
Began to build a Ve(fel of huge bulk, 
Meafur*d by Cubit, length, & breadth, and highth, 
Smeard round with Pitch, and in the fide a dore 
Contriv'd, and of provifions laid in large 
For Man and Beaft : when loe a wonder ilrange I 
Of everie Beaft, and Bird, and Inieft fmaU 
Came ieavens, and pairs, and enterd in, as taught 
Thir order ; laft the Sire, and his three Sons 
With thir fbur Wives ; and God made faft the dore. 
Meanwhile the Southwind rofe, & with black wings 
Wide hovering, all the Clouds together drove 
Vrom under Heav'n ; the Hills to their fupplie 
Vapour, and Exhalation dusk and moiO, 
Sent up amain ; and now the thick'nd Skie 
Like a dark Ceding ftood ; down rufh'd the Rain 
Impetuous, and continu'd till the Earth 
No more was fecn ; the floating Veffel fwum 
Uplifted ; and fecure with beaked prow 
Rode tilting o're the Waves, all dwellings clfc 
Flood overvvhelmd, and them with all thir pomp 
Deep under water rould ; Sea cover 'd Sea, 
Sea without (hoar ; and in thir Palaces 
Where luxurie late reign'd, Sea-monfters whclp'd 
And ilabl'd ; of Mankind, lo numerous late. 
All left, in one fmall bottom fwum imbark't. 
How didft thou grieve then, Adamy to behold 

R r 2 The 



720 



730 



740 



■50 



Digitized by Goei^lc 



Book lo. Paradife loft. 



The end of all thy Ofspring, end fo fad. 
Depopulation ; thee another Floud, 
Of tears and forrow a Floud thee alfo drovvn'd. 
And funk thee as thy Sons ; till gently reard 
By th' Angel, on thy feet thou ftoodlV at laft. 
Though comfortlcfs, as when a Father mourns 
His Childern, all in view deftroyd at once ; 
And fcarce to th' Angel utterdd thus thy plaint, 
O Vifions ill forefeen 1 better had I 
760 Liv*d ignorant of fbtare, fo had borne 
My part of evil onely, each dayes lot 
Anough to bear ; thofe now, that were diipenft 
The burd'n of many Ages, on me light 
At once, by my foreknowledge gaining Birth 
Abortive, to torment me ere thir being. 
With thought that they muft be. Let no man ieek 
Henceforth to be foretold what fliall befall 
Him or his Childern, evil he may be iure, ^ 
Which neither his foreknowing can prevent^ 
770 And hee the future evil (hall no lefs 
In apprehenfion then in fubftancc feel 
Grievous to bear : but that care now is part, 
Man is not whom to warne : thofe few efcap*t 
Famin and anguifli will at laft confume 
Wandring that watrie Defert : I had hope 
When violence was ceas't, and Warr on Earth, 
All would have then gon well, peace would have 
With length of happy days the race of man ; (crownd 
But I was farr deceav'd ; for now I fee 
780 Peace to corrupt no lefs then Warr to wafte. 
How comes it thus? unfbuld, Celeftial Guide, 
And whether here the Race of man will end. 
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To whom thus Michael, Thofe whom laft thou fawft 
In triumph and luxurious wealth, are they 

Firft feen in adls of prowefs eminent 

And great exploits, but of true vertu void ; 

Who having fpilt much blood, and don much wafte 

Subduing Nations, and achievd thereby 

Fame in the World, high titles, and rich prey, 

Shall change thir courfe to pleafure, eafe, and lloth, 

Surfet, and luft, till wanton ncfs and pride 

Raife out of fricndrhip hoftil deeds in Peace. 

The conquerd alfo, and enflav'd by Warr 

Shall with thir freedom loft all vertu loofe 

And feare of God, from whom thir pietie feign'd 

In (harp conteft of Battel found no aide 

Againft invaders ; therefore coold in zeale 

Thenceforth fliaU pradice how to live fecure^ 

Worldlie or diflblute, on what thir Lords 

Shall leave them to enjoy ; for th' Earth ihall hear 

More then anough» that temperance may be tri'd : 

So all (hall turn degenerate, all deprav*d, 

Juftice and Temperance, Truth and Faith forgot ; 

One Man except, the onely Son of light 

In a dark Age, againft example good, 

Againft allurement, cuftom, and a World 

Offended ; fearlcfs of reproach and fcorn, 

Or violence, hee of thir wicked waycs 

Shall them admonidi, and before them fet 

The paths of rightcoufnefs, how much more fafe. 

And full of peace, denouncing wrauth to come 

On thir impenitence; and lliall returnc 

Of them derided, but of God obfervd 

The one juft Man alive; by his coinniand 

Shall 
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Shall build a wondrous Ark, as thou beheldft. 

To fave himfelf and houfliold from amidfk 

A World devote to univerfal rack. 

No fooner hee with them of Man and Beaii 

Seledl for life (hall in the Ark be lodg'd. 

And (hcltcrd round, but all the Cataradts 

Of Heav'n fet open on the Earth ftiall powre 

Raine day and night, all fountaines of the Deep 

Broke up, (hall heave the Ocean to ufurp 

Beyond all bounds, till inundation rife 

Above the highcft Hills : then (hall this Mount 

Of Paradife by might of Waves be moovd 

Out of his place, pu(hd by the homed floud. 

With all his verdure fpoil'd, and Trees adrift 

Down the great River to the op'nine Gulf, 

And there take root an Iland fait and bare^ 

The haunt of Seales and Orc8» and Sea-mews clang. 

To teach thee that God attributes to place 

No fiinditie^ if none he thither brought 

By Men who there frequent, or therein dwell. 

And now what further (hall enfue, behold. 

He lookd* and faw the Ark hull on the floud. 
Which now abated, for the Clouds were fled, 
Driv'n by a keen North-winde, that blowing dric 
Wrinkl'd the face of Deluge, as decai'd ; 
And the cleer Sun on his wide watrie Glafs 
Gaz'd hot, and of the fre(h Wave largely drew, 
As after thirft, which made thir flowing (brink 
From (landing lake to tripping ebbe, that dole 
With foft foot towards the deep, who now had 
His Sluces, as the Heav'n his windows Ihut. ((topt 
The Ark no more now flotes, but feems on ground 

Faft 
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Faft on the top of fom high mountain fixt. 

And now the tops of Hills as Rocks appeer ; 

With clamor thence the rapid Currents drive 

Towards the retreating Sea thir furious tyde. 

Forthwith from out the Arke a Raven dies, . 

And after him, the furer melfenger, 

A Dove fent forth once and agen to fpie 

Green Tree or ground whereon his foot may light ; 

The fecond time returning, in his Bill 

An Olive leafe he brings, pacific figne : 

Anon drie ground appeers, and from his Arke 

The ancient Sire defcends with all his Train ; 

Then with uplifted hands, and eyes devout. 

Grateful to Heav*n, over his head beholds 

A dewie Cloud, and in the Cloud a Bow 

Confpicuous with three lifted colours gay, 

Betok'ning peace fi'om God, and Cov'nant new. 

Whereat the heart of Adam erft fo fad 

Greatly rejoyc'd, and thus his joy broke forth. 

O thou that future things canft reprefent 
As prefent, Heav'nly inftru<fler, I revive 
At this laft fight, affur'd that Man (hall live 
With all the Creatures, and thir feed prefervc. 
Farr lefs I now lament for one whole World 
Of wicked Sons deftroyd, then I rejoyce 
For one Man found fo perfet and fo juft. 
That God voutfafes to raife another World 
From him, and all his anger to forget. 
But fay, what mean thofe colourd ftreaks in Heavn, 
Dtftended as the Brow of God appeas*d, 
Or ferve they as a flourie verge to binde 
The fluid skirts of that fame watrie Cloud, 
Leaft it again diflblve and (howr the Earth \ To 
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To whom th* Archangel. Dextroufly thou aim'fl; 
880 So wilhngly doth God remit his Ire, 

Though late repenting him of Man deprav'd, 
Griev'd at his heart, when looking down he law 
The whole Earth fiU'd with violence, and all Helh 
Corrupting each thir way ; yet thofe remoov'd. 
Such ^race (hall one juft Man find In his fight. 
That he relents, not to blot out mankind. 
And makes a Covenant never to deftro]^ 
The Earth again by flood, nor let the Sea 
Surpais his bounds, nor Rain to drown the World 
890 With Man therein or Beaft ; but when he brings 
Over the Earth a Cloud, will therein fet 
His triple-colour'd Bow, w^hereon to look 
And call to mind his Covenant : Day and Night, 
Seed time and Harvefl, Heat and hoary Froft 
Shall hold thir courfe, till fire purge all things new. 
Both Heav'n and Earth, wherein the jiift (hall dwell. 
Thus thou hafl: fccn one World begin and end; 
And Man as from a fecond ftock proceed. 
Much thou haft yet to fee, but I perceave 
900 Thy mortal fight to faile ; objedls divine 

Muft needs impaire and wearie human fenfe ; 
Henceforth what is to com I will relate. 
Thou therefore give due audience, and attend. 
This fecond fourf of Men, while yet but few ; 
And while the dread of judgement pafl remains 
Fre(h in thir mindes, fearing; the Deitie, 
With fome regard to what is juft and right 
Shall lead thir Uves, and multiplie apace, 
Labouring the foile, and reaping plenteous crop, 
910 Com wine and oyle ; and firom the herd or flock. 
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Oft facrificing Bullock, Lamb, or Kid, 

With large Wine-ofierings pour'd, and facred Feafl 

Shal fpend thir dayes in joy unblam'd, and dwell 

Long time in peace by Families and Tribes 

Under paternal rule ; till one (hall rife 

Of proud ambitious heart, who not content 

With fair equalitie, fraternal ftate. 

Will arrogate Dominion undeferv*d 

Over his brethren, and quite difpoflefs 

Concord and law of Nature from the Earth ; 920 

Hunting (and Men not Beads fhall be his game) 

With Warr and hoftile fnare fuch as refufe 

Subjedion to his Empire tyrannous : 

A mightie Hunter thence he rtiall be ftyl'd 

Before the Lord, as in defpite of Heav'n, 

Or from Heav*n claming fecond Sovrantie ; 

And from Rebellion (hall derive his name, 

Though of Rebellion others he accufe. 

Hee with a crew, whom like Ambition joyns 

With him or under him to tyrannize, 930 

Marching from Eden towards the Weil, (hall finde 

The Plain, wherein a black bituminous guree 

Boiles out from under ground, the mouth m Hell ; 

Of Brick, and of that ftuff they caft to build 

A Citie & Towre^ whofe top may reach to Heav*n ; 

And get themfelves a name, leaft hx dilperft 

In foraign Lands thir memorie be loft, 

Regardlefs whether good or evil fame. 

But God who oft defcends to vidt men 

Unfeen, and through thir habitations walks 940 

To mark thir doings, them beholding foon, 

Comes down to fee thir Citie, ere the Tower 
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Obftrudt Heav'n Towrs, and in derifion fets 
Upon thir Tongues a various Spirit to rafe 
Quite out thir Native Language, and inftead 
To fow a jangling noife of words unknown : 
Forthwith a hideous gabble rifes loud 
Among the Builders ; each to other calls 
Not underftood, till hoarle, and all in rage, 
950 As mockt they ftorm ; great laughter was in Heav'n 
And looking down, to fee the hubbub ftrange 
And hear the din ; thus was the building left 
Ridiculous, and the work Confufion ntm'd. 

Whereto thuB Adam fatherly difpleas'd. 
O execrable Son fo to afpire 
Above his Brethren^ to himfelf afluming 
Authoritie ufurpt, from God not giv'n : 
He gave us onely over Beaft, Fifh, Fowl 
Dominion abfolute ; that right we hold 
960 By his donation ; but Man over men 

He made not Lord ; fuch title to himfelf 
Referving, human left horn human free. 
But this Ufurper his encroachment proud 
Stayes not on Man ; to God his Tower intends 
Siege and defiance : Wretched man ! what food 
Will he convey up thither to fuftain 
Himfelf and his rafti Armie, where thin Aire 
Above the Clouds will pine his entrails grofs. 
And famifh him of Breath, if not of Bread? 
970 To whom thus Michael. Juftly thou abhorr'ft 
That Son, who on the quiet ftate of men 
Such trouble brought, affe^ing to fubdue 
Rational Libertie ; yet know withall. 
Since thy original lapfe, true Libertie 



Digitized by Google 



Paradife loft. Book lo. 



Is loft, which alwayes with right Reafon dwells 
Twinn'd, and from her hath no dividual being : 
Reafon in man obfcur'd, or not obeyd. 
Immediately inordinate defires 
And upftart Paftions catch the Government 
From Reafon, and to fervitude reduce 
Man till then free. Therefore fmce hee permits 
Within himfelf unworthie Powers to reign 
Over free Reafon, God in Judgement juft 
Subje<fts him from without to violent Lords ; 
Who oft as undefervedly enthrall 
His outward freedom : Tyrannic muft be, 
Though to the Tyrant thereby no excufe. 
Tet fomtimes Nations will decline fo low 
From yertue» which is reaibn, that no wrong, 
Bat Joftice, and Ibme fiital curfe annext 
Deprives them of thir outward libertie, 
Tmr inward loft : Witnefi th' irreverent Son 
Of him who built the Ark, who for the ihame 
Don to his Father, heard diis heavie curie. 
Servant of Servants^ on his vitious Race. 
Thus will this latter, as the former World, 
Still tend from bad to worfe, till God at laft 
Wearied with their iniquities, withdraw 
His prefence from among them, and avert 
His holy Eyes ; refolving from thenceforth 
To leave them to thir own polluted wayes; 
And one peculiar Nation to feledt 
From all the reft, of whom to be invok'd, 
A Nation from one faithful man to fpring : 
Him on this fide Euphrates yet refiding. 
Bred up in Idol-worfhip ; O that men 
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(Canft thou believe ?) ihould be ib ftupid erown, 
While ye( the Patriark liv'd, who fcap'd the Flood* 
As to rorfidLe the living God, and fall 

loio To worihip thir own work in Wood and Stone 
For Gods 1 yet him God the moft High voutfafes 
To call by Vilion from his Fathers houfe. 
Mis kindred and falfe Gods, into a Land 
Which he will (hew him, and from him will raife 
A mightie Nation, and upon him (howre 
His benedidion fo, that in his Seed 
All Nations rtiall be bleft ; hee ftraight obeys. 
Not knowing to what Land, yet firm believes: 
I fee him, but thou canft not, with what Faith 

1 020 He leaves his Gods, his Friends, and native Soile 
Vr of Chaldceay paffing now the Ford 
To Harariy after him a cumbrous Train 
Of Herds and Flocks, and numerous fervitude; 
Not wandring poor, but trufting all his wealth 
With God, who call'd him, in a land unknown. 
Canaan he now attains, I fee his Tents 
Pitcht about Sechm, and the neighbouring Plaine 
Of MoreA ; there by promife he receaves 
Gift to his Progenie of all that Land ; 

1030 From JXmm/^ Northward to the Defert South 

(Things by thir names I call, though yet unnam'd) 
From Herman Eaft to the great Weftern Sea, 
Mount HermoTiy yonder Sea, each place behold 
In profpedt, as I point them ; on the flioare 
Mount Carmel ; here the double-founted ftream 
yordan, true limit Eaftward ; but his Sons 
Shall dwell to Setiir, that long ridge of Hills. 
This ponder, that all Nations of the Earth 
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Shall in his Seed be blefled ; by that Seed 
Is meant thy great deliverer, who fhall bruifc 1040 
The Serpents head ; whereof to thee anon 
Plainlier (hall be reveald. This Patriarch bleft. 
Whom faithful Abraham due time (hall call, 
A Son, and of his Son a Grand-childe leaves. 
Like him in faith, in wifdom, and renown ; 
The Grandchilde with twelve Sons increalt, departs 
From Canaan^ to a Land hereafter call'd 
Egypt, divided by the River "Nile ; 
See where it flows, difgorging at feaven mouthes 
Into the Sea : to fojoum in that Land 1050 
He comes invited by a yonger Son 
In time of dearth, a Son whofe worthy deeds 
Raife him to be the fecond in that Realme 
Of Pharao : there he dies, and leaves his Race 
Growing into a Nation, and now grown 
Sufpedted to a fequent King, who feeks 
To ilop thir overgrowth, as inmate gueds 
Too numerous ; whence of guefts he makes them 
Inhofpitably, and kills thir infant Males : (flaves 
Till by two brethren (thofe two brethren call 1060 
Mofes and Aaron) fent from God to claime 
His people from enthralment, they return 
With glory and fpoile back to thir promis'd Land. 
But firft the lawlefs Tyrant, who denies 
To know thir God, or mefTage to regard, 
Muft be compelld by Signes and Judgements dire ; 
To blood un(hed the Rivers muft be turnd, 
Frogs, Lice and Flics muft all his Palace fill 
With loath'd intrufion, and fill all the land ; 
His Cattel muft of Rot and Murren die, 1070 
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Botches and blaines muft all his flefh imbofs, 
And all his people ; Thunder mixt with Haile, 
Haile mixt with fire muft rend th' Egyptian Skie 
And wheel on th* Earth, devouring where it rouls; 
What it devours not, Herb, or Fruit, or Graine, 
A darkfom Cloud of Locufts fwarming down 
Muft eat, and on the ground leave nothing green: 
Darkncis muft overfhadow all his bounds, 

1080 Palpable darknefs, and blot out three dayes ; 
Laft with one midnight ftroke all the firft-boni 
Of Egypt muft He dead. Thus with ten wounds 
This River-Dragon tam'd at length fubmits 
To let his fojourneis depart, and oft 
Humbles his ftubborn heart, but ftill as Ice 
More hard'nd after thaw, till in his rage 
Purfuing whom he late difmifsd , the Sea 
Swallows him with his Hoft, but them lets pais 
As on drie land between two chriftal walls, 
Aw'd by the rod of Mofes fo to ftand 

1090 Divided, till his refcu'd gain thir (hoar : 

Such wondrous power God to his Saint will lend. 
Though prefent in his Angel, who (hall goe 
Before them in a Cloud, and Pillar of Fire, 
By day a Cloud, by night a pillar of Fire, 
To guide them in thir journey, and remove 
Behinde them, while th' obdurat King purfues : 
All night he will purfue, but his approach 
Darknefs defends between till morning Watch ; 
Then through the Firey Pillar and the Cloud 

I ICQ God looking forth will trouble all his Hoft 

And craze Uiir Chariot wheek : when by command 
Mofes once more his potent Rod extends 

Over 
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Over the Sea ; the Sea his Rod obeys ; 
On thir imbattelld ranks the Waves return, 
And overwhelm thir Warr : the Race eled 
Safe towards CanaaH from the flioar advance 
Through the wilde Defert, not the readieft way» 
Leaft entring on the Canaanite allarmd 
Warr terrifie them inexpert* and feare 
Return them back to Egypt, choofine rather iioo 
Inglorious life with fervitude; for life 
To noble and ignoble is more fweet 
Untraind in Armes, where rafhnefs leads not on. 
This alfo fhall they gain by thir delay 
In the wide Wildernefs, there they fhall found 
Thir government, and thir great Senate choofe 
Through the twelve Tribes, to rule by Laws ordaind; 
God from the Mount of Sinatf whofe gray top 
Shall tremble, he defcending, will himfelf 
In Thunder Lightning and loud Trumpets found 1 1 20 
Ordaine them Lawes ; part fuch as appertaine 
To civil Juftice, part religious Rites 
Of facrifice, informing them, by types 
And fhadowes, of that deftind Seed to bruife 
The Serpent, by what meanes he ihall achieve 
Mankinds deliverance. But the voice of God 
To mortal eare is dreadful ; they befeech 
That Mo/es mieht report to them his wiU, 
And terror ceafe ; he erants them thir defire. 
Intruded that to God is no accefs 1 130 

Without Mediator, whofe high Office now 
Mofis in figure beares, to introduce 
One greater, of whofe day he (hall foretell. 
And all the Prophets in thir Age the times 
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Of great MeJJiah fliall fing. Thus Laws and Rites 
Eftabliflit, fuch delight hath God in Men 
Obedient to his will, that he voutfafes 
Among them to fet up his Tabernacle, 
The holy One with mortal Men to dwell :« 
By his prefcript a Sandluary is fram'd 
Of Cedar, overlaid with Gold, therein 
An Ark, and in the Ark his Teftimony, 
The Records of his Cov'nant, over thcfe 
A Mercie>feat of Gold between the wings 
Of two bright Cherubim, before htm burn 
Seaven Lamps as in a Zodiac reprefenting 
The Heav'nty fires ; over the Tent a Cloud 
Shall refl by Day» a fierie gleame by Night, 
Save when they joumie, and at length they come, 
Condudted by his Angel to the Land 
Promisd to Abraham and his Seed : the red 
Were long to tell, how many Battels fought. 
How many Kings deftroyd, and Kingdoms won. 
Or how the Sun fhall in mid Heav'n (land ftill 
A day entire, and Nights due courfe adjourne, 
Mans voice commanding. Sun in Gibeon fland. 
And thou Moon in the vale of Aialon^ 
Till Ifrael overcome ; fo call the third 
From Abrahamy Son of Ifaac, and from him 
His whole defcent, who thus fhall Canaan win. 

Here Adam interpos'd. O fent from Heav'n, 
Enlightner of my darknefs, gracious things 
Thou haft reveald, thofe chiefly which concerne 
Jufl Abraham and his Seed : now firft I (inde 
Mine eyes true op'ning, and my heart much eas*d, 
Erwhile perplext with thoughts what would becom 

Of 
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Of mee and all Mankind ; but now I fee 
His day, in whom all Nations ihall be bleft, 
Favour unmerited by me, who fought 
Forbidd'n knowledge by fbrbidd'n means. 
This yet I apprehend not* why to thoie 
Among whom God will deigne to dwell on Earth 
So many and fo various Laws are giv'n ; 
So many Laws argue fo many fins 
Among them ; how can God with fuch refide ? 

To whom thus Michael. Doubt not but that fin 
Will reign among them, as of thee begot ; • 
And therefore was Law given them to evince 
Thir natural pravitie, by ftirring up 
Sin againft Law to fight ; that when they fee 
Law can difcover fin, but not remove, 
Save by thofe (hadowie expiations weak, 
The bloud of Bulls and Goats, they may conclude 
Some bloud more precious muft be paid for Man, 
Juil for unjud, that in fuch righteoufnefs 
To them by Faith imputed, they may finde 
Juftification towards God, and peace 
Of Confdence, which the Law by Ceremonies 
Cannot appeafe, nor Man the moral part 
Perform, and not performing cannot live. 
So Law appears imperfet, and but giv*n 
With purpofe to refign them in full time 
Up to a better Cov*nant, difciplin'd 
From (hadowie Types to Truth, from Flefh to Spirit, 
From impofition of (Iridt Laws, to free 
Acceptance of large Grace, from fervil fear 
To filial, works of Law to works of Faith. 
And therefore (hall not Mofesf though of God 
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Highly bclov'd, being but the JVIinider 
I 200 Of Law, his people into Canaan lead ; 

But 'Jojhua whom the Gcntilt^ call. 
His Name and Office bearing, who fliall quell 
The adverfarie Serpent, and bring back 
Through the worlds wilderne& long wanderd man 
Safe to eternal Paradife of reft. 
Meanwhile they in thir earthly Canaan plac't 
Long time (hall dwell and profper, but when fins 
National interrupt thir public peace. 
Provoking God to raife them enemies : 
1210 From whom as oft he faves them penitent 

By Judges firil, then under Kings; of whom 
The fecond, both for pietie renownd 
And puiflant deeds, a promife (hall receive 
Irrevocable, that his Regal Throne 
For ever (hall endure ; the like Hiall fing 
All Prophecie, That of the Royal Stock 
Of David (fo I name this King) lhall rife 
A Son, the Womans Seed to thee foretold. 
Foretold to Abraham^ as in whom (hall truft 
1220 All Nations, and to Kings foretold, of Kings 
The laft, for of b.is Reign (hall be no end. 
But firll a long fuccefl'ion mufl enfue. 
And his next Son for Wealth and Wifdom fam*d. 
The clouded Ark of God till then in Tents 
Wandring, (hall in a glorious Temple enfhrine. 
Such follow him, as (hall be regifterd 
Part good, part bad, of bad the longer fcrowle, 
Whote foul Idolatries, and other &ults 
Heapt to the popular fumme, will fo incenie 
1230 God, as to leave them, and ezpofe thir Land, 

Thir 
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Thir Citie, his Temple, and his holv Ark 
With all his facred things, a fcorn and prey 
To that proud Citie, whofe high Walls thou Ikw'll 
Left in confufion, Babylon thence call'd. 
There in captivitie he lets them dwell 
The fpace of feventie years, then brings them back, 
Remembring mercie» and his Cov'nant fworn 
To Damd^ ftablUht as the dayes of Heav'n. 
Returad from Babylon by leave of Kings 
Thir Lords, whom God difpo6*d> the hoiife of God 1 1 240 
They firft re-edifie, and for a while 
In mean eftate live moderate, till grown 
In wealth and multitude, factious they grow ; 
But firft among the Pricfts diiTenfion fprings. 
Men who attend the Altar, and (hould moft 
Endeavour Peace : thir ftrife pollution brings 
Upon the Temple it fclf : at laft they feife 
The Scepter, and regard not Davids Sons, 
Then loofe it to a ftranger, that the true 
Anointed King Me[]ijb might be born 1 250 

Barr'd of his right ; yet at his Birth a Starr 
Unfeen before in Heav'n proclaims him com, 
And guides the Eaftern Sages, who enquire 
His place, to offer Incenfc, Myrrh, and Gold ; 
His place of birth a folemn Angel tells 
To fimple Shepherds, keeping watch by night ; 
They gladly thither hafte, and by a Quire 
Of fqoadrond Angels hear his Carol fung. 
A Virgin is his Mother, but his Sire 
The Power of the moft High ; he (hall afcend 1260 
The Throne hereditarie, and bound his Reien 
With earths wide bounds, his glory with the Heav'ns. 

Tt2 He 
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He ceas'd, difcerning Adam with fuch joy 
Surcharged, as had like grief bin dew*d in tears. 
Without the vent of words, which thefe he breathd. 

O Prophet of glad tidings, finifher 
Of utmofl hope ! now clear I underftand 
What oft my fteddieft thoughts have fearcht in 
Why our great expectation fhould be call'd (vain. 
The feed of Woman : Virgin Mother, Haile, 
High in the love of Heav'n, yet from my Loynes 
Thou (halt proceed, and from thy Womb the Son 
Of God moft High ; So God with man unites. 
Needs muft the Serpent now his capital bruife 
Expedt with mortal paine : fay where and when 
Thir fight, what ftroke ihall bruife the Viaon heel. 

To whom thus MkhaeL Dream not of thir fight. 
As of a Duel, or the local wounds 
Of head or heel.- not therefore joynes the Son 
Manhood to God-head, with more ftrength to foil 
Thy enemie ; nor fo is overcome 
Satariy whofe ^1 from Heav'n, a deadlier bruife^ 
Difabl'd not to give thee thy deaths wound : 
Which hee, who comes thy Saviour, (hall recure. 
Not by deftroying Satan, but his works 
In thee and in thy Seed : nor can this be. 
But by fulfilling that which thou didft want. 
Obedience to the Law of God, impos'd 
On pcnaltie of death, and fuffering death, 
The penaltie to thy tranfgrefTion due. 
And due to theirs which out of thine will grow : 
So onely can high Juftice reft appaid. 
The Law of God exadt he (hall fulfill 
Both by obedience and by love, though love 

Alone 
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Alone fulfill the Law ; thy punifhment 
He (hall endure by coming in the Flefh 
To a reproachful life and curfcd death, 
Proclaiming Life to all who (hall believe 
In his redemption, and that his obedience 
Imputed becomes theirs by Faith, his merits 
To fave them, not thir own, though legal works. 
For this he ftiall live hated, be blafphem'd, 
Seis'd on by force, judg*d, and to death condemnd 
A fluundul and accorft, naild to the Crofs 
By his own Nation, flaine for bringing Life ; 
But to the Croft he nailes thy Enemies, 
The Law that is againft thee, and the fins 
Of all mankinde, with him there crudfi'd. 
Never to hurt them more who rightly truft 
In this his fatisfii^on; fo he dies. 
But foon revives, Death over him no power 
Shall long ufurp ; ere the third dawning light 
Returne, the Starres of Morn (hall fee him rife 
Out of his grave, frefh as the dawning light, 
Thy ranfom paid, which Man from death redeems. 
His death for Man, as many as offerd Life 
Neglcdt not, and the benefit imbrace 
By Faith not void of workes : this God-like a(ft 
Annuls thy doom, the death thou (houldfl have dy'd. 
In fm for ever loft from life ; this a6t 
Shall bruife the head of Satarij cruih his ftrength 
Defeating Sin and Death, his two maine armes. 
And fix larr deeper in his head thir flings 
Then temporal death fhall bruife the Vidors heel. 
Or theirs whom he redeems, a death like ileep, 
A gentle wafting to immortid Life. 

Nor 
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Nor after refurre<ftion (hall he ftay 
Longer on Earth then certaine times to appeer 
To his Difciplcs, Men who in his Life 
1330 Still follow'd him ; to them fhall leave in charge 
To teach all nations what of him they Icarn'd 
And his Salvation, them who (hall beleeve 
Baptizing in the profluent ftreame, the figne 
Of wafhing them fix)m guilt of fin to Life 
Pure, and in mind prepar'd, if fo befall, 
For death, like that which the redeemer dy'd. 
All Nations they fhall teach ; for from that day 
Not onely to the Sons of Abrahams Loines 
Salvation (hall be Prcacht, but to the Sons 
1340 Of Abrahams Faith wherever through the world; 
So in his feed all Nations fhall be bleft. 
Then to the Heav'n of Heav'ns he lhall afcend 
With vidlory, triumphing through the aire 
Over his foes and thine; there fliall furprife 
The Serpent, Prince of aire, and drag in Chaines 
Through all his realme, & there confounded leave; 
Then enter into glory, and refume 
His Seat at Gods right hand, exalted high 
Above all names in Heav'n ; and thence lhall come, 
1350 When this worlds dilfolution Iball be ripe, 

With glory and power to judge both quick & dead. 
To judge th' unmithful dead, but to reward 
His fkithfiil, and receave them into blifsy 
Whether in Heav'n or Earth» for then the Earth 
Shall all be Paradife, far happier place 
Then this of Eden^ and far happier dales. 

So fpake th' Archangel Michael^ then paus'd» 
As at the Worlds great period ; and our Sire 
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O goodnefs infinite, goodncfs immenfc! 1360 
That all this good of evil lhall produce. 
And evil turn to good ; more wonderful 
Then that which by creation hrft brought forth 
Light out of darknefs ! full of doubt I ftand. 
Whether I rtiould repent me now of fm 
By mee done and occafiond, or rejoyce 
Much more, that much more good thereof fhall 
To God more glory, more good will to Men (fpring, 
From God, and over wraath grace fhall abound. 
But fay, if our deliverer up to Heav'n 1 370 

Mttft reafcend, virhat will betide the few 
His fidthfiil, left among th' un^thful herd. 
The enemies of truth ; who then (hall guide 
His people, who defend? will they not deale 
Worf with his followers then with him they dealt ? 

Be fure they will, faid th* Angel; but from Heav'n 
Hee to his own a Comforter will fend, 
The promife of the Father, who (hall dwell 
His Spirit within them, and the Law of Faith 
Working through love, upon thir hearts (hall write, 1380 
To guide them in all truth, and alfo arme 
With fpiritual Armour, able to refill 
Satans afl'aults, and quench his ficrie darts , 
What Man can do againft them, not afifraid, 
Though to the death, againft fuch cruelties 
With inward confolations recompenc't. 
And oft fupported fo as lhall amaze 
Thir proudeft perfecuters : for the Spirit 
Powrd firfl on his ApoAles, whom he fends 
To evangelize the Nations, then on all 1 390 

Baptiz'd, 
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Baptiz'd, (hall them with wondrous gifts endue 
To fpeak all Tongues, and do all Miracles, 
As did thir Lord before them. Thus they win 
Great numbers of each Nation to receave 
With joy thp tidings brought from Hcav'n : at length 
Thir Miniftry perform'd, and race well run, 
Thir dodtrine and thir ftory written left. 
They die ; but in thir room, as they forewarne. 
Wolves (hall focceed for teachers, grievous Wolves, 
1 400 Who all the lacred myfteries of Hcav'n 
To thir own vile advantages fliall tume 
Of lucre and ambition, and the truth 
With fuperftitions and traditions taint. 
Left onely in thofe written Records pure. 
Though not but by the Spirit underilood. 
Then (hall they feek to avail themfelves of names. 
Places and titles, and with thcfe to joine 
Secular power, though feigning ftill to ziSt 
By fpiritual, to themfelves appropriating 
1410 The Spirit of God, promisd alike and giv*n 
To all Beleevers ; and from that pretenfe. 
Spiritual Lawcs by carnal power lhall force 
On every confcience ; Laws which none fhall finde 
Left them inrould, or what the Spirit within 
Shall on the heart engrave. What will they then 
But force the Spirit of Grace it fclf, and binde 
His confort Libertie ; what, but unbuild 
His living Temples, built by Faith to (land, 
Thir own Faith not anothers : for on Earth 
1420 Who againft Faith and Confcience can be heard 
In^ible ? yet many will prefume : 
Whence heavie perfecution (hall arife 

On 
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On all who in the worfhip perfevere 

Of Spirit and Truth ; the reft, farr greater part. 

Will deem in outward Rites and fpecious ibrmes 

Religion fatisfi'd ; Truth fhall retire 

Beftuck with flandrous darts, and works of Faith 

Rarely be found : fo fhall the World goe on. 

To good malignant, to bad men benigne, 

Under her own waight groaning, till the day 

Appeer of rcfpiration to the juft, 

And vengeance to the wicked, at return 

Of him lo lately promifs'd to thy aid. 

The Woman8 feed, obicurely then foretold. 

Now ampHer known thy Saviour and thy Lord, 

Laft in the Clouds from Heav'n to be reveald 

In glory of the Father, to diflblve 

Satan with his perverted World, then raife 

From the conflagrant mais, purg'd and reHn*d, 

New Heav'ns, new Earth, Ages of endlefs date 

Founded in righteoufneis and peace and love, 

To bring forth fruits Joy and eternal Blifs. 

He ended ; and thus Adam laft reply'd. 
How foon hath thy prediftion, Seer blcft, 
Meafur'd this tranfient World, the Race of time. 
Till time ftand fixt: beyond is all abyfs, 
Eternitie, whofc end no eye can reach. 
Greatly inftrudted I ftiall hence depart, 
Greatly in peace of thought, and have my fill 
Of knowledge, what this velTel can containe ; 
Beyond which was my folly to afpire. 
Henceforth I learne, that to obey is beft. 
And love with feare the onely God, to walk 
As in his preience, ever to obferve 

Vv His 
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His providence, and on him fole depend, 
Merciful over all his works, with good 
Still overcoming evil, and by fmall 
AccompliHiing great things, by things deemd weak 
Subverting worldly ibrong, and worldly wife 
1460 By fimply meek ; that fufTering for Truths fake 
Is fortitude to hieheft vi€torie. 
And to the faithral Death the Gate of Life ; 
Taught this by his example whom I now 
Acknowledge my Redeemer ever blcft. 

To whom thus alfo th* Angel laft repli'd : 
This having learnt, thou hail attaind the fumme 
Of wifdom ; hope no higher, though all the Starrs 
Thou knewft by name, and all th' ethereal Powers, 
All fecrets of the deep, all Natures works, 
1470 Or works of God in Ilcav'n, Air, Earth, or Sea» 
And all the riches of this World enjoydft. 
And all the rule, one Empire ; oncly add 
Deeds to thy knowledge anfwerable, add Faith, 
Add Vertuc, Patience, Temperance, add Love, 
By name to come call'd Charitie, the foul 
Of all the reft : then wilt thou not be loath 
To leave this^Paradife, but (halt poflefs 
A Paradife within thee, happier farr. 
Let us defcend now therefore firom this top 
1 480 Of Speculation ; for the hour precife 

Exads our parting hence ; and fee the Guards» 
By mee encampt on yonder Hill, expert 
Thir motion, at whofe Front a flanimg Sword, 
In fignal of remove, waves fiercely round; 
We may no longer ftay ; go, waken Eve\ 
Her alfo I with gentle Dreams have calm'd 

Portending 
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Portending good, and all her fpirits compos'd 

To meek fubmiflion : thou at feafon fit 

Let her with thee partake what thou haft heard* 

Chiefly what may concern her Faith to know, *490 

The great deliverance by her Seed to come 

(For by the Womans Seed) on all Mankind. 

That ye may live, which will be many dayes. 

Both in one Faith unanimous though fad. 

With caufe for evils paft, yet much more cheered 

With meditation on the happie end. 

He ended, and they hoth defoend the Hill ; 
Deicended, Adam to the Bowre where E/oe 
Lay deeping ran before, but found her wak't; 
And thus with words not fad fhe him receav'd. 1500 

Whence thou retumil, & whither wentft, I know ; 
For God is alfo in deep, and Dreams advife. 
Which he hath fent propitious, fbme great good 
Prefaging, fmce with forrow and hearts diilreis 
Wearied I fell afleep : but now lead on ; 
In mee is no delay ; with thee to goe, 
Is to ftay here ; without thee here to ftay. 
Is to go hence unwilling; thou to mee 
Art all things under Heaven, all places thou. 
Who for my wilful crime art banilht hence. 1 510 

This further confolation vet fecure 
I carry hence ; though all by mee is loft, 
Such favour I unworthie am voutfaft, 
By mee the Promis'd Seed ftiall all reftore. 

So fpake our Mother £v^, and Adam heard 
Well pleas'd, but anfwer'd not ; for now too nigh 
Th' Archang^ ftood, and from the other Hill 
To thir fixt Station, all in bright array 

The 
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The Cherubim defcended ; on the ground 
Gliding meteorous, as Ev'ning Mift 
Ris'n from a River o're the mari(h glides. 
And gathers ground faft at the Labourers heel 
Homeward returning. High in Front advanc't. 
The brandi(ht Swora of God before them blaz'd 
Fierce as a Comet ; which with torrid heat» 
And vapoar as the Libyan Air aduft. 
Began to parch that temperate Clime ; whereat 
In either hand the haftmng Angel caught 
Our lingring Parents, and to tlr Eaftern Gate 
Led them dired, and down the Cliff as faft 
To the fubjed^ed Plaine ; then difappcer*d. 
They looking back, all th' Eaftern ude beheld 
Of Paradife, fo late thir happie feat, 
Wav'd over by that flaming Brand, the Gate 
With dreadful Faces throng*d and fierie Armes ; 
Som natural tears they drop'd, but wip'd them foon; 
The World was all before them, where to choofe 
Thir olace of reft, and Providence thir fuide : 
They hand in hand with wandring fteps and ilow» 
Through Eden took thir folitarie way. 


THE END. 
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The Printer to the Reader. 

f~^Ourteous Reader, There was no Argument at firft in- 
tended to the Book, but for the fatisfadion of many 
that have defired it, 1 have procur'd it, and withal! a reafon 
of that which ihtmbled many others, why the Poem Rimes 
not. S. Shmims, 



THE 



ARGUMENT: 




Of the 

FIRST BOOK. 

He firft Book propofes firft in brief the 
whole Subject, Mans difobedience, and the 
lofs thereupon of Paradife wherein he was 
plact : Then touches the prime caufe of his 
fall y the Serpent fOr rather Satan in the Serpent; who re- 
volting from Gody and drawing to his fide many Legions 
of Angels, was by the command of God driven out o 
Heaven with all his Crew into the great Deep. Which 
adlion paft over, the Poem hafts into the midft 
of things, prefenting Satan with his Angels now fal- 
len into Hell, defcrib'd here, not in the Center (for 
Heaven and Earth may be fuppos'd as yet not made, 
certainly not yet accurft) but m a place of utter dark 
neje,fitlieft calPd Chaos : Here Satan loith his Angels 
lying on the huntmg Lake, thunderjiruck and afien^t, 
after a eertam Jpaee recover as from confufion, coils up 
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him who next in Order and Dignity lay by him ; they con- 
fer of thir mifcrable fall. Satan awakens all his Legi- 

I onSt who lay till then in the fame fnanner confounded ; 

j Tbey rife, thir Number Sj array of Battel ^ thir chief Lead- 
ers nam" d^ according to the Idols known afterwards in 

^ Canaan and the Countries adjoyning. To thefe Satan 
direBs his Speech, comforts them with hope yet of re- 

I gaining Heaven, hut tells thm loft ly of a newWorld and 

: new kind of Creature to be created^ accwMng to an an- 
cient Prophefie or report in Heaven ; for tlut Angels 
were long before this viiible Creation, was the o- 
pinion of many ancient Fathers. To find out the 
truth of this Prophefie^ and what to determin thereon 
he refers to a full CouncelL What his Affociates thence 
attempt. Pandemonium the Palace of Satan rifes, 
fuddenly built out of the Deep : The infernal Peers there 

Jit m CounfeL 



Of the 

SECOND BOOK. 

THe Confultation begun^ Satan debates whether ano- 
ther Battel be to be hazarded for the recovery of Hea- 
ven : fome advife it, others dijfuade : A third propofal 
is prefer*d, mention d before by Satan, to fearch the 
truth of that Prophefie or Tradition in Heaven concern- 
ing another world and another kind of creature tfuattmr 
not much irferiour to them/ehes about this time to ''he 
created; Thir doubt who JhaU be fent on this £ficuk 
fearch : Satan thir chief undertakes alone the voyage^ 
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is honourd and applauded. The Councel thus endedy the 
reft betake them fever al ivayes & to Jeveral iniployinents, 
as thir inclinations lead theniy to entertain the time till 
Satan return. He pajfes on his Journey to Hell Gates, 
jtnas tnerfi jput, ana w/io jat tiure to guard tbem, tjy 
whom ai length they are ofnd, and difcover to him the 
great Gulf between Hell and Heaven; with what diffi- 
culty he paffes through, dhre&ed by Chaos, the Power of 
that placenta the fight of this new World which he fought. 




Of the 

THIRD BOOK 

Od fitting on hisThrone fees Sutzn flying towards 
V-T this world, then newly created ; fhews him to the Son 
who fat at his right hand; foretells the fuccefs of Satan 
in perverting mankind', clears his own fufiice and VVif- 
dom from all imputation, having created Man free and 
able enough to have witbjhod his 'Tempter ; yet declares 
bis purpofe of grace towards him, in regard he fell not of 
his (ywn malice, as did Satan, but by him feduc*t. The 
Son of God renders praifes to his Father for the manije- 
flation of his gracious purpofe towards Man', but God 
again declares, that Grace cannot be extended towards 
Man without the fatisfaBion of drome fufiice ; Man 
hath offended th maiefty of God by afpiring to Godhead, 
and therefore with all his Progeny devoted to death mufl 
dye, unlefs fome one can be found fujicient to anfwer for 
his offence^ and undergoe his Punifbment, The Son of 
Godfreefy offers himfelf a Ranfome for Man: the Fa- 
ther 
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ther accepts hitJi^ ordains his incarjiation^ pronounces 
his exaltation above all Names in Heaven and Earth ; 
commands all the Angels to adore him ; they obey, 
and hymning to tbir Harps in full ^ire, celebrate 
the Father and the Son, Mean while Satan alights 
upon the bare convex of this VVorUt outermft Orb ; 
where wandring he firji finis a place fince caltd 7 he 
Lymbo of Vanity \ what perfons and things fly up 
thither ; thence comes to the Gate of Heaven^ de/crib*d 
afcending by ft air s^ and the waters above the Firmament 
that flow about it : His pafjage thence to the Orb of the 
Sun; he finds there Uriel the Regent of that Orb,but firfi 
changes himfelf into the Jhape of a meaner AngeH and 
pretending a zealous defire to behold the new Creation 
and Man whom God had placet here, inquires of him the 
place of his habitation, and is dire^ed; alights firft 
on Mount Niphates. 

Of the 

FOURTH BOOK. 

OAtan now in profpeB of Eden, and nigh the place 
Ik3 where he mufi now attempt the bold enter prize which 
he undertook ahne againfi God and Man, falls into ma- 
ny doubts with him/elf and many pajfions, fear, envy, 
and defpare\ but at length confirms himfelf in evil, jour- 
neys on to Faradifct whofe outward profpedl andfcituati* 
on is defcribed, overleaps the bounds, fits in the Jhape of 
a Cormorant on the Tree of life, as higheft in the Garden 
to look about him. The Garden defcriffd\ Saun's firft 

fight 
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fight ^/'Adam and Eve; his wonder at thir excellent form ^ 
and happy jlate^ but with refolution to work thir fall ; 
overhears thir difcourfe^ thence gathers that the Tree of : 
knowledge was forbidden them to cat of^ under penalty j 
of death ; and thereon intends to found his temptation, I 
by feducing them to tranfgrefs : then leaves them a while, 
to know firfher «f tbir jtate by fome other means. Mean 
whUe Uriel defiending on a Sun^beam warns Gabriel> 
who had m charge toe Gate of Paradi/it that fome ewl 
fpirit had efcap d the Deep, and pafi at Noon by his 
Sphere m the Jhape of a good Angel down to Paradi/e, dif- 
covered after by his furious geftures in the Mount, Ga- 
briel promifes to find him out ere morning. Night com* 
ing on, Adam and Eve difcourfe of going to thir rest : 
thir Bower defcrWd ; thir Evening worjhip. Gabriel 
drawing forth his Bands of Night-watch towalk the round 
of Paradife, appoints two Jlrong Angels to Adams Bow^r, 
leajl the evill fpirit Jhould be there doing fome harm to 
Adam or "Evc fieeping ; there they find /dm at the ear of 
Eve, tempting her in a dream^ and bring hiniy though 
unwilling, to Gabriel ; by whom quejliond^ he j corn- 
fully anjwers, prepares refijlance, but hinder d by a Sign 
from Heaven, Jiies out of Paradife, 



Of the 

FIFTH BOOK. 

MOming approach* t. Eve relates to Adam her trou- 
bkfome dream \ he liket it not, yet cmforts 
her : Ifhey come forth to thir day labours : ^kir Morn- 
ing 
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ing Hymn at the Door of thhr Bower, God to render Man 
inexcufabie fends Raphael to admonijb him of his obe- 
dience f of his free ejlate^ of bis enemy near at hand ; 
who he iSf and why his enemy ^ and whatever elfe may 
avail Adam to know. Raphael comes down to Paradife^ 
bis appearance defcrib^d, his coming difcernd by Adam 
afar off fitting at the door of his JBower ; he goes out 
to meet him, brings him to his lodge, entertains him with 
the cboycejl fruits of Paradife got together by Eve ; thir 
difcourfe at Tabic : Raphael performs his mejfage, minds 
Adam of his fiate and of hii enemy ; relates at Adams ' 
requcjl ivho that enemy is, and how he came to be fo, be- j 
ginning from his firji revolt in Heaven^ and the occajion 
thereof \ how he drew his Legions after him to the parts 
of the North, and there incited them to rebel ivith him^ 
perfwading all but only Abdiel a Seraph, ivho in Argu- 
ment dijjuades and oppofes him, then forfakes him. 



Of the 

SIXTH BOOK. 

RAphael continues to relate how Michael and Ga- 
briel were fent forth to Battel againf Satan and his 
Angels* Hhefirjl Fight defcrih*di S^tsaiandhis Pow- 
ers retire under Night : He calls a Councel, invents de- 

vilijh Engines, which in the Jecond dayes Fight put Mi- 
chael and bis Angels to fomediforder\ hut they at length 
pulling up Mountains overichehnd both the force and 
Machins of Satan : Tet the Tumult not fo ending, God 
on the third day fends Meffiah his Son, for whom he 

had 
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had refervd the glory of that Viclory. Hee in the Poiver 
of (its Father coming to the place^ and caujing all his 
Legions to ft arid ft ill on either fide ^ with his Chariot and 
Thunder driving into the fnidft of his Knemiesy purfues 
them unable to refijl towards the wall of Heaven ; which 
opening they leap down with horrour and confufton into 
the place of punijhmnt prepared for them in the Deep: 
Meffiah returns with triumph to his Father, 




Of the 

SEAVENTH BOOK. 

n Aphael at the reqvefi of Adam relates hew and 
XV wherefore this World was firfl created ; that God^ 
after the expelling of Satan and his Angels out of Hea' 
ven, declar'd his pleafure to create another World and 
other Creatures to dwell therein ; fends his Son with 
Glory and attendance of Angels to perform the work of 
Creation in fix dayes : the Angels celebrate with Hymns 
the performance thereof^ and Ids reqfcention into Heaven, 
Adam then inquires concerning celejlial Motions^ is 
doubtfully anjwer^dy and exhorted to fearch rather things 
more worthy of kncwiedg: Adam ajfents, and ft ill deft- 
rous to detain Raphael, relates to him ichat he re mem' 
herd fince his own Creationy his placing in Paradife^ his 
talk with God concerning folitude and fit lociety. his 
firft meeting and Nuptials with Eve, his difcourfe with 
the Angel thereupon ; who after admonitions repeated 
departs. 

a Of 
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Of the 

EIGHTH BOOK. 

OA tan having compaji the Earthy with meditated 
O guile returns as a mtji by Night into Paresdife, enters 
into the Serpent Jleeping. Adam and Eve in the Morw 
i^g go forth to tiur labours^ v»hch Eve propofes to dmde 
in Jeverai places^ each labouring apart : A(bm con/ents 
notf B dging the danger^ kft that Enemy 9 of whom 
they were Jbrewam'd, JbouU attempt her found akne : 
Eve loath to be thoiught not circumfPeS or firm enough^ 
urges her going apartf the rather defirous to make tryal of 
her Jlrength ; Adam ^ laji yields : 'The Serpent finds 
her alone ; his fubtle approach, firfi gazing^ then /peak- 
ing, with much ^flattery extolling Eve above all other 
Creatures, Eve wondring to hear the Serpent fpeak, asks 
how he attained to human fpeech and fuch underfianding 
not till now ; the Serpent anfwers^ that by tajling of a 
certain Tree in the Garden he attain d both to Speech and 
Reafon, till then void of both : Eve requires him to 
bring her to that Tree, and finds it to be the Tree of 
Kfioiv ledge J or bidden : The Serpent now grown bolder^ 
with many wiles and arguments induces her at length to 
eat ; /he pleased with the tafie deliberates a while whether 
to impart thereof to Adam or not, at lafl brings him of 
the Fruit, relates what perfwaaea her to eat thereof-. 
Adam at firfi amas^d, but perceiving her hft, refohes 
through vehemence of hoe to perf/h with her; and exte- 
nuating the trej^afsy eats alfo of the Fruit : Tbe Effe&s 

thereof 
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thereof In them both ; they feek to cover thir naked- 
nefs ; then fall to variance and accufation of one ano- 
tber. 




Of the 

NINTH BOOK. 

AT tins tranfgreffim kmvm, the Guardian Angels 
IVJL firfake Paradife, and return up to Heaven to ap- 
prove thir vigilance^ and are atpro^d^ God declaring 
that the entrance ^Satan couui not be by them prevent" 
ed. He fends his Son to judge the Uranfgreffors^ who 
defcends and gives Sentence accordingly ; then in pity 
cloaths them bothy and reafcends. Sin and Death 
fitting till then at the Gates of Hellt by wondrous fympa- 
thie feeling the fuccefs £^Satan in this new Worlds and 
the fin by Man there commit tedy refolve to fit no longer 
confined in Helly but to follow Satan thir Sire up to the 
place of Man: To make the way eafier from Hell to this 
JVorld to and frOy they pave a broad Highway or Bridge 
over Chaos, according to the Track that Satan firf 
made ; then preparing for Earth, they meet him proud 
of his fuccefs returning to Hell\ thir mutual gratulation. 
Satan arrives at Pandemonium, in full affembly relates 
with boajling his fuccefs againjl Man ; injlead of ap- 
plaufe is entertained with a general hifs by all his audi- 
encey transformed with himfelf alfo fuddenly into Ser- 
pents, according to his doom giv'n in Paradife ; then 
deluded witbajhew of the forbidden ^ree fpringing up 
before them^ they greedify reaching to tafe of the Frutt^ 

a 2 chew 
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chew dufl and bitter ajhes. T'he proceedings of^'m and 
Death ; God Joretels the Jinal ViSlory of his Son over 
tbenty and the renewing of all things \ but for the prtfent 
commands his Angels to make feveral alterations in the 
Heavens and Elements. ' Adtan more and mare perceh' 
ing his Jaltn condition heavily hewailes, rejeSs the con- 
dSement of Eve ; Jbe perfijis and at length appeafes 
him : Then to evade the Curfe likely to faU on thir Of- 

fp^f**gi propofes to Adam violent wayes which he ap- 
proves nott but conceiving better hope^ puts her in mind 
of the late Promife made them, that her Seed Jhould be 
revenged on the Serpent, and exhorts her with him to 

feek Peace of the offended Deity ^ by repentance and 

fupplication. 



Of the 

TENTH BQOK 

THe Son of God prefents to his Father the Prayers 
of our firft Parents now repenting^ and intercedes 
for them : God accepts them, but declares that they 
muji no longer abide in Paradife ; fends Michael with 
a band of Cherubim to difpoffefs them ; but firft to 
reveal to Adam future things : Michaels coming 
down. Adam Jhews to Eve certain ominous figns*\ he 
difcerns Michaels approach, goes out to meet him: 
The Angel denounces thir departure, EvcV Lamenta- 
tion, Adam pleads^ but fubmits : The Angel leads him 
up to a high Hill, Jets before him in vifion what JJiall 
happen tm the Flood \ thence from the Flood relates, 

and 
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and by degrees explains^ ivho that Seed of the Woman 
Jhall be\ his Incarnation^ Death y KefurreSlion^and Afcen- 
tion ; the Jlate of the Church till his fecond Coming. 
Adam greatly fatisfied and recomforted by tbefe Relati- 
ons and Promifes defcends the Hill with Michael ; 
wakens £ve» who all this while bad Jlept^ but with 
gentle dreams composed to qmetnefs of mind and fub- 
mijjien^ Michael in either hand kads them out of 
Paradife^ the fiery Sword waving behind them, and 
the Cherubim taking thw Stations to guard the 
jrtace* 




THE 





% 2 




THE VERSE. 

THe Meafure is Englijh Heroic 
Verfe without Rime, as that of 
Homer in Greek^ and of F irgii in La- 
tin *j Rime being no neceflary Ad- 
junft or true Ornament of Poem or 
good Verfe, in longer Works efpeci- 
ally,butthe Invention of a barbarous 
Age, to fet off wretched matter and 
lame Mceter; grac't indeed fmce by 
theufeof fome famous modem Poets, 
carried away by Cuftom, but much 
to thir own vexation, hindrance, and 
conftraint to exprefs many things o- 
therwife, and for the moft part worfe 
then elfe they would have expreft 
them. Not without caufe therefore 
Ibme both Italian and Spanijh Poets 
ofprimenotehavereje<Si:ed Rime both 

in 
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in longer and fhorter Works, as have 
alfo long fince our beft Englijh Tra- 
gedies, as a thing of i t fe 1 f, to all j udic i - 
ous eares, triveal and of no true muii- 
cal delight J which confifts only in apt 
Numbers,fitquantityofSyllables,and 
thefenfevarioufly drawn out from one 
Verfeinto another, not in the jingling 
found of like endings, a fault avoyd- 
- ed by the learned Ancients both in 
Poetry and all good Oratory. This 
neglecft then of Rime fo httle is to be 
taken for a defe6^, though it may feem 
fo perhaps to vulgar Readers, that it 
rather is to be efteem'd an example 
fet, the firft in Englijh^ of ancient 
liberty recovered to Heroic Poem 
from the troublefom and modern bon- 
dage of Rimeing. 

erraA 



ERR At A. 

Lib. I. Verf. 25. for /A' Eternal, Read 
Lib. I. V. 409. for Hermum, r. Hormum. 

Lib. I. V. 758. for Band r. 

Lib. I. V. 760. for hmulfeds r. bunderds. 

Lib. a. v.* 414. for ive r. w^-^. 

Lib. 2. V. 881. for ^r^tf/ r, grate. 

Lib. 3. V. 760. for with r. i>. 

Lib. 5. V. 193. for kreaih r. bnaibt. 

Lib. 5. V. 598. for who/eop r. whtfe top. 

Lib. 5. V. 656. for more Heaven r. mm m Htavilt, 

Lib. 6. V. 184. for /^lefe^ r. i?kjl. 

Lib. 6. V. 215. for founder v. Jo under. 

Lib. lO. V. 575. for loft r. laft. 

Other literal faults the Reader of himielf may Correft. 
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A MONOGRAPH ON THE FIRST EDITION 
OF MILTON'S PARADISE LOST. 



PECULIAR intereft always attaches to the 
EMtio Prinups or firft printed edidoo, iflbed 
under the authors fupenntendence and infpec- 
tion, of any work that has become claHical. 
Not only was this the form in which his book 
was firft given to the world, but it is, in many cafes, the 
only fafeguard againft later corruptions of the text — againft the 
blunderinff of printers and the caprice of editors. Of the 
great manerpieces of Englifli literature, whether of early or 
recent date, there is fcarcely one that has not fufFered, more or 
lefs, from fuch caufes. Out of the innumerable editions of 
Shakefpeare, Bacon, Izaak Walton, Milton, Bunyan and 
De Foe, fcarcely one in ten offers a text of the leaft reliability. 
This gradual falfification and corruption has been peculiarly the 
fate of the ereat poem now in the reader's hands. 

The modernization of orthography which has obtained in 
recent critical editions of the works of our old writers, with 
whatever advantages and conveniences .it may have been 
attended, has doubtlefs been accompanied alfo by many ferious 
drawbacks. A broad line of diftindtion (hould be made be- 
tween bad fpelling and archaic ipelling. The bad and arbitrary 
fpelling of the printers of the ieventeenth' century is a thing no 
fcholar would reverence or wifli to preferve. But charadcriftic 
Spelling of the derivative kind is a part of the hiftory and 
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growth of our language, and to deftroy or eradicate fuch 
archaifms is to remove one of its moft interefting landmarks. 
And we may fafely hazard the afTertion that many of thefe 
modernizations alter completely the identity of words, which 
meant one thing in their old form, and mean quite another in 
their new fwrn. 

That Milton was not inattentive to the niceties of ortho* 
graphy-~and that he had a fyftem and ideas of his own about 
it — is abundantly proved by thole of his writings which iflued 
from the prefs before his blindnefs. And although that fad 
event had occurred long before Paradife Loft" was in the 
hands of the printer, and very fhordy after its compofition was 
begun, we cannot fuppofe him to have been indifferent to fuch 
matters in the cafe of the great work on which he expeded to 
build his fame, which he was long in choofing, and began Ute. 
In didating his nodurnal outpourings to his daughter, to his 
nephew Philips, or to any other chance amanuends, it is more 
than probable that he was not content to leave either ortho- 
graphy or pundhiation to their dilcretion or indi&retion, and 
that in the preparation of the manuicript and the revifion 
of the proofs, confiderable attention was devoted, under his 
dire(5tion, to both. With occafional exceptions, accord- 
ingly, eafily accounted for by the ignorance or intermittent 
negligence of thofe whom the author employed, the ortho- 
graphy of the Firft Edition of Paradife Loft** is not uncertain 
and arbitrary, but, in (b fiir as it differs from that of the prefent 
day, differs (yftematically and fcientificaUy« Many of his 
words and modes of fpelling," fays a recent writer, " are 
peculiar to himfelf, and many of them alfo not only indicated 
fcholar-like knowledge and precifion of view on etymological 
queftions, but were adopted by him with a curious attention to 
muffcal efieA, and with a moft felicitous recognidon of the 
dole relation between ibund and fenfe. 

As an inftance of the manner in which the language of 
" Paradife Loft" has occafionally been cmafculated by the 
liberties taken with it by later editors and printers, we may note 
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the famous paHage in the beginning of the third bookt in which 
the author, alluding to his blindneu, fays— 

*' Bat thou 

Rcvifit'ft not thcfc eyes that rowlc in vain 
To find thy piercing ray, and find no dawn.** 

Now, can any one inform us what poflible rea(bn there could be 

for diluting the full, rich, paflionate refonance of rowU into the 
thin profaic feeblenefs of roll, as has been done by Newton, 
Todd, and all the reft of the tunelefs rout of Milton's editors ? 

As to the great majority of Milton's orthographical peculiari- 
ties, it may or may not be of any very great confequence that 
he chofe to write JovroH inftead of fbvereign, perfet inftead of 
perfedl, thir inftead of their, voutfaft tot vouchfafed, fluts 
inftead of flutes, intrans'ty g^if^ps^ hight, maijlring^ mum for 
enough, etc. etc. But it is, at any rate, worth knowing that 
he did fo. Even the crotchets of fuch a mind are of intereft to 
us — a mind fo widely informed with learning and fubtile 
thought, — and pofteis a value very different to that which 
belongs td thole of the mere ftiallow and fantaftic crotchet- 
monger. The queftion, too, as to preferving the orthography 
of Milton's works, is one altogether diftindl from that which is 
fometimes canvafled among mere antiquaries, of following the 
old fpelling of other writers either of the fame period or of an 
earlier time. For in their cafe no uniform rules of orthography 
were obferved, and they thought nothing of fpellins the bme 
word in half-a-dozen difierent ways in the (ame number of con- 
iecutive lines; while he, on the contrary, praftifed a regular 
unvarying fyftem deliberately formed by himfelf, and adopted 
upon choice and afore-thought. Befides, it is evident that, to 
fbme at leaft, if not to ail of his peculiarities of language and 
orthography, he himfelf, with all his indiflPerence to '* verbal 
curionties," attached conftderable importance. At the end of 
the Firft Edition of " Paradife Loft," we meet with the fo!lowing 
fingular item among the Errata : — " Lib. i. v. 414. For we 
read wee** Even a tolerably attentive ftudent of the early 
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editions of Milton, might be at a lofs what to make of this. It 
is certain that we is to be met with in " Paradife Loft" quite 
as often, or rather much oftener, with a fingle than with a 
double e. It occurs as we in the very next line to that referred 
to above in the lift of emua. What then could be MOton's 
objeA in deHring its correftion in v. 414, while he leaves it 
unaltered eliewhere? The explanation is (imply this, that 
although in ordinary cafes he is accuftomed to fpell the pronouns 
we, mey he^ ye, with a fingle e, wherever fpecial emphafis is 
intended to be put upon them he makes a point of writing 
wee^ meif hee, yee. At the end of book ix., for example, we 
find the following paflage thus given in the early edidona : — 

"Thiu it lhall befall 
Him who to worth in womni ever trailing 
Lets her will rule : reflraint (he will not brool^ 
And left to bcHelf, if evil thence enfue» 
Sbte firft hit fvcak indolgeBce wiU accafe.*' 

Again, Book x. line i : — 

"Meanwhile the hainous and defpightfnll aft 
Of Satin done in Paradife, and how 
Hh in the lerpent had perverted Bve, 
Her huflMBd Sb§t^ etc. 

In the fame Book, line 137 : — 

"This woman whom thoa mad'ft to be my heI|H 
And gav'ft me as thy perfet gift, fo good. 
So fit, fo acceptable, To divine. 
That from her hand I could fufpefl no ill. 
And what ihe did whatever in itfelf, 
Her dong leemed 10 jnftifie the deedt 
Sbee gave me of the tree, and I did eate. 
To whom the Sovran Pretence thus replied : — 
Was pti thy God diet her dion did'ft obey 
Before his voice, or was Jhtt nude thy guide 
^ Superior," etc. 

Now, all this may not be very important, but it is at Icaft 
worth knowing as one of the charaderiftics of Nliltoa's mind, 
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tliat he WIS thus ciirioiifly ingenious and Iblicitous about ortho- 
graplucal minutis. 

Before it afTumed its prefent ftiape, " Paradife Loft" was at 
firft wrought into a dramatic form, like fome of the ancient 
myfteries. There were two plans of the tragedy, both of which 
are preferved among the manufcripts in Trinity College, 
Cambridge, and were printed for the firft time in Birch's 
Life of Milton. In its final form, if we may truft the 
authority of Aubrey,' it was begun about two years before and 
finifhed about three years after the King's reftoration. There 
are no internal notes of the time when the poem was written, 
but the mention of the loft of his fight in the beginning of the 
third book, and of die return of the King in the introdudion to 
the feventh. His nqpbeir. Philips, ftates that he had the perufal 
of it from the very beginning, for fome years, in parcels of ten, 
twenty or thirty verfes at a time, and that Milton's vein never 
happily flowed but from the autumnal equinox to the vernal, fo 
that in all the years he was about the poem, he may befiid to have 
fpent about half his time therein. It is certain that the entire 
MS. was complete, and was feen by Elwood, the Quaker, on a 
viHt to Milton, at Chalfont, in Buckingbamlhire, in the year 
1665. 

Some difficulty feems to have been experienced in obtaining 
a licence. Objedions were made to particular pafTages, and 
efpccialiy to the fimile of the fun (Book i. 594-600) : — 

"As when the Sun new ro*n 
Looks through the Horizontal mifly Air 
Shorn of ku Beams, or from behind (he Moon 
In dim Eclips, difaftrous twilight fheds 
On half the Nations, and mtbftar of ibauge 
PtrfUxtt mnumhi!* 

But it was at length granted, and the author fold his copy to 

1 <* Atthtcy Lettefs.** IB. 447* 
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Samuel Simmons, April 27, 1667. The original agreement 
between the poet and his publlfher is ftill extant,* and we 
append the text of it entire, both on account of its intrinfic 
interei^, and becaufe it is necefTary for the elucidation of ibme 
remarlcs we have to make in the fequel. 

Thefe Presents made the 27th day of Aprill 1667 Between 
John Milton gent, of the one part, And Samuel Symons 
Printer of the other part Wittnefs that the faid John Milton in 
confideration of five pounds to him now paid by the faid Samuel 
Symons & other the confideracons herein mentioned Hath 
given, granted and afTigned, and by thefe puts doth give grant 
& aiiign onto the iiud Sam" Symons his encuton and 
afTignees All that Booke Copy or Manuicript of a Poem 
intituled Paradife loft, or by whatfoever other title or name 
the fame is or fhal be called or diftinguiftied now lately Licenled 
to be printed Together wi"* the full benefitt profitt and ad- 
vantage thereof or w''' ftiall or may arife thereby. And the 
(aid John Milton for him his ■t,yP and adm** doth covenant 
w*^ the (jiid Sam" Symons his ex" and afi* That he and they fliall 
at all times hereafter have hold and enjoy the fame and all 
Impreftions thereof accordingly without the lett or hindrance of 
him the faid John Milton his ex" or afs' or any perfon 
or perfons by his or their confent or privltie. And that he 
the faid John Milton his ex" or adm" or any other by his or 
their meanes or conient fhall not print or canfe to be printed 
or fell difpole or publifli the find Book or Manufcript or any 
other Book or Manufcript of the fame tenor or fubied without 
the confent of the faid Sam" Symons, his ex" or afs* : In con- 
cideracon whereof the faid Sam" Symons for him, his ex" and 
adm" doth covenant with the faid John Milton his ex" 
and afi* well and truly to pay unto the faid John Milton his ex" 
and adm** the fum of fire pounds of lawfull englifli money at 



* la the Bridfli MalcaiD. It wa fermerly h the oolledxm of Simud Rogers, 
who porchiied it of the hue WUlMm Picketing for one hniidi«d faincn. 
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the end of the firft Imprefsion which the faid Sam" Symons, his 
ex" or afs* shall make and publi(h of the faid Copy or Manu- 
icript, which Impreffion mall be accounted to be ended when 
thirteen hundred Books of the iaid whole Copy or Mana(cript 
imprinted ftial be fold and retailed off to particular reading 
Cuftomers. And fliall alfo pay other five pounds, unto the faid 
John Milton, or his afs' at the end of the fecond Impreflion to 
be accounted as atorefaid. And five pounds more at the end of 
the third Impreflion, to be in like manner accounted. And that 
the iiud three firft Impreflions fliall not exceed fifteen hundred 
Books or volumes of the (aid whole Copy or Manufcrlpt, a 
piece. And further. That the faid Samuel Symons, and his ex", 
adm", & afs' fhal be ready to make oath before a Mafter in 
Chancery concerning his or their knowledge and beleife of or 
concerning the truth of the difpofing be felling the faid Books 
by Retail^ as aferefiud whereby the iiud Mr. Milton is to be 
entitled to his faid money, from time to time upon every 
reafonable requeft in that behalf or in defjiult thereof shall pay 
the faid five pounds agreed to be paid upon each Impreflion, 
as aforcfaid, as if the fame were due, & for & in lieu 
thereof In wittnefs whereof, the faid parties have to this 
writing Indented, Interchangeably fett their hands & feales the 
day & yeare firft above written. 

John Milton. (Seal.) 

Sealed and delivered in"l John Fifher. 

the prefence of us, J Beniamin Greene, ferv' to Mr. Milton. 



The firft impreflion of ''Buitdire Loft,** in Ten Books, confifted 
then of thirteen hundred copies and was publiflied in 1667. 
But the various bookfellers who fold copies of it prefixed their 
own refpedive titles, of which there are no fewer than eight (if 
not more), bearing date 1667, 1668 and 1669, in April of 
which latter year the edition appears to have been exhaufted, or as 
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the agreement fays, " fold and retailed off to particular reading 
cuflomers."' During a confidcrable part of thcfe two years the 
poem mufl have been kept in type, and copies muft have been 
printed off when required, as minute orthographical varia* 
tions, running through the whole of the book, occur in the 
different copies and ifTues and in the numeration of the lines, 
only to be accounted for on this fuppofition. In (bme inftances 
errors of the early ifl"ues were redlificd, and in other cafes what 
was originally right was fet wrong ; capitals and fmall letters 
alternated ana Ihined places ; catchwoirds dropt, ilipt out, or were 
altered; and the lines were numbered and renumbered, now 
faultily, now corredly— all which would (eem to imply that cer* 
tain letters and figures were taken out at the printing-office 
when required for other work or were dropped in moving the | 
forms and afterwards replaced in a more or lefs arbitrary or 
carelefs fafhion. Doubcle(s alio a certain number of correi^ions 
were made from time to time as errors were detefted. The 
following Table of the various titles to the Firft Edition is 
appended from Bohn*8 Edition of Lowndes, for facility of re- 
ference : — 

— Paradife Loft. A Poem Written in Ten Books By 
JOHN MILTON. Licenfcd and Entrcd according to Order. 
London ; Printed, and are to be ibid by Peter Parker under 

Creed Church, neer Aldgate. And by Robert Boulter at the 
Turks Head in Bijhop/gale Street ^ and Matthias H^alker^ under 
St. Dunjlons Church, in Fleet ftreety 1667, 4to. 

Firji title-page, 171 leaves. The author's name is in italic 



* Mihoo's recefpt for the fecond payment of five pounds u dated April 26, 
1660. It IS here fubjMiwd from the original, formerly in the pofleffion of the 
hie Mr. Dttwfim Turner ^— 

" April 26, i6Sg. 

*' Rcc^ then of Sunoel Simmons five pounds, being the Second five pounds to 
be paid^memioned in the Covenant, 1 iky lec' bjr me 

** JOHM MiLTOM. 

*'Witness» Edmund Vftok." 
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capitals. The Poem immediately follows the title-page, without 
the feven preliminary leaves containing the Argunieiit> lift of 
Errata, &c. which were afterwards added. 

Second title-page (1667). In this the name "John Mil- 
ton " is much fimller than ia the precedin|f. 

It fliould be obieiTed, that although this variatioii is placed 
as the {ecoiid ftate, it is juft as likely to be the firft, as there is 
no evidence to the contrary. 

Third title-page (1668). Paradife Loft. A Poem in Ten 
Books. The Author J. M. {initials only). Licenfed and 
Entred according to Order. Lond. ; Printed and are to be 
fold by Peter Parker, &c. [as before]. 1668. 

Fourth title-page (1668). Paradife Loft. A Poem in ten 
Books. The Author JOHN MILTON. Lond. ; Printed 
by S. SimmonSy and are to be fold by S. Thomfon, at the 
Bift»ops Head, in Duck Lane, H. Mortlack, at the White 
Hart, in Weftminftcr Hall, M. Walker, under St. Dunfton's 
Church, in Fleet Street and R. Boulter, at the Turit's Head, 
in BKhopTgate Street^ 1668. In this variation there is a 
fitmr^-lis ornament f£ four lines under the author's name. Im- 
mediately after the title arc prefixed, for the firft time, feven pre- 
liminary leaves, containing the Addrefs of the Printer (S. 
Simmons), to the Reader in three lines, the Argument, the 
Verfe, and Errata. 

Pijfth title-paze (1668). Paradiie Loft, a Poem in ten 
Books, the Aumor^^^i John Milton, i^if, London, printed by 
S. Simmons, &c. 1668. Prefixed are the Addrefs of the Printer 
to the Reader, the Argument, and Errata, feven leaves. 

Sixth title-page (1668). Same as the fifth, excepting that 
there are no ftars on the title-pa^e, and the Printer's Addrefs to 
the Reader coniifts of five lines mftead of three. 

Seventh title-page {166 g). Paradiie loft^ a Poem, iir Ten 
Books. The Aixthor, JOHN MILTON. London. Printed 
by S. Simmons, and are to be fold by T. Helder, at the Angel in 
Little Brittairt, 1669. Date at the foot of the page, in the 
centre, inftead of at the end of the previous line. Contains the 
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Addrefs of the Printer to the Reader (in fome copies the three- 
lincy in others thejhe-iitie Addreis), Argument, Errata, &c. as 
before. 

In ibme copies bearing what we here didinguifh as the 
(eventh tide there are three variatioiis in the iaft page of Book 
3, viz., I. haying the top line numbered 740, and wiik inftead 
of in in the penultimate line. II. Having the top line num- 
bered 740, but the correal word i». III. The top line not 
numbered, the penultimate line numbered 750, and the word in 
correA, 

Eighth titk'page (1669). The (ame as before, excepting 
that the word Angel on the title-page is in italic, the word Lon- 
don is in fmaller italics than in the (eventh title, and there is a 
comma indead of a fiill ftop after the word Brittain. It con- 
tains the feven preliminary leaves, but without the Printer's 
Addrefs to the Reader. All thefe leaves, as well as the laft two 
of the poem, appear to have been reprinted. The penultimate 
fine of the Errata has lib. % inftead of lib. 6. 

Of the variattons of iome of the difierent oopies^ the following 
is a tabulated ftatement : — 
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Ltwnda 7, 1669 
2nd variatitn. 
980 I travel 
990 Anfwer'd 
1000 That little 
Havook 
H I rever/e. 

reply, lOio 
fteard. 1020 
perverfe 1030 
din, 1040 
H 2 reSo. 

out. 50 
Heaven 60 
there 70 
rage 80 
H 4 refit. 

mce 

H 4 rever/e, line 1 5. 

{Line 663, ik. 3.) 
accoftes. 

740 The reft 
750 Hence 
760 Throws his fteep 
flight in 
L 2 rever/e. 


Lowndes 7, 1669 
\/l variation. 
980 I travel 
990 Anfwer'd 
1000 That little 
Havock 
H 1 rever/e. 

reply, 1010 
fteard. 1020 
perverfe 1030 
din, 1040 
H 2 reRo. 

out. 50 
Heaven 60 
there 70 
rage 80 
H 4 reSt. 

mee 

H 4 rever/e, line 15. 
{Line 663, bk. 3) 


L I refit. 

740 The reft 
750 Hence 
760 Throws his fteep 
flight with 
L 2 rever/e. 


Lowndes 6, 
1668. 
980 Direfled 
990 That mighty 
1000 Encroacht 
Havook 
H I rever/e. 

more 1010 
hard 1020 
fro 1030 
eafe 1040 
H 2 reBo. 

out. 60 
Heaven 70 
there 80 
rage 

H 4 redo. 

me 

H 4 rever/e, line 15. 
{Line 663, bk. 3) 


1 

k K s -c 
3 00 


Lowndes 4, 
1668. 
980 I travel 
990 Anfwer'd 
1000 That little 
Havook 
H I rever/e. 

reply, 1 0 1 0 
fteard. 1020 


pcrvcric 1030 
din, 1 040 
H 2 reQt. 

out. 50 
Heaven 60 
there 70 
rage 80 
H 4 reBe. 

mee 

H 4 rever/e, line 15. 

{Line 663, bk. 3) 
accoftes ; 

L I refit. 

740 The reft 
750 Hence 
760 Throws his fteep 
flight with 
L 2 rever/e. 


Ltwndes i, 
1667. 
980 I travel 
990 Anfwer'd 
1000 That little 
Havock 
H I rever/e. 

reply, 1 0 1 0 
fteard. 1020 
perverfe 1030 
din, 1040 
H 2 refit. 

out. 50 
Heaven 60 
there 70 
rage 80 
H 4 reQt. 

mee 

H 4 rever/e, line 1 5. 

{Line 663, bk. 3) 
accoftes. 

L I refit. 

740 Hence 
750 Throws his fteep 
flight in 

L 2 rever/e. 
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While the pre(ent faciimile was in preparation, tidings reached 
us of another fet of variations, in a copy of the firft Edition 
recently purchafed by a colleftor. An application to infpe(5t it 
was met by a refufal, but from a former pofleflbr of the volume, 
the Publiftier learnt that it was a made-up copy of fhcets of the 
various later ifllues, oontaining a few additional errors and omif- 
ftons, attributable to the procefs deicribed above; The Editors 
would have deemed it a misfortune not to be able to make u(e 
of it, had they not learnt that the former owner had made it up 
from fevera! copies, and that it had been refufed by two com- 
petent judges, who have charge of two of the libraries which are 
among the moft important in the worlds as a copy of no criticaJ 
value or reliability. 

To the fourth ifTue (1668) were prefixed, as we have feen, 
for the firft time, feven preliminary leaves, containing, the 
Addrefs of the Printer to the Reader, the Arguments, the 
Verie, and Errata. Thefe Seven Leaves, which were ieveral 
times entirely relet and were Aibjeded from time to time to 
arbitrary orthographical variations, have been carefully facfimiled 
from one of the copies [of the 1668 ifliie] in which they origin 
nally appeared. 

The Second Edition of Paradife Loft, in Twelve Books, 
Reviied and Augmented, appeared in 1674, the (ame year in 
wh^ Milton died. It is « mull 8vo. and contains a portrait 
by I>olle,and the Gnmnendatory Verics of Barrow and Marvell. 
We append a note refpedling the redivifion of the Books, and 
the additional lines intercalated into the text. 

Book vii. was divided into two Books ; the feventh ending 
at line 640. Line 641, 

*' To whom thus Adam gratefully rcpli'd," 

was thus amplified as the new opening to Book viii. : — 

" The Angel ended, and ta Adam's ear. 
So charming left his voice, that he a while 
Thought hin ftill fpeaking ; fiill flood fix'd to hear: 
Then, n new wak'd» chua gratefully repiy'd." 
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The Eighth becune the Ninth, and the Ninth the Tenth Book. 

The Tenth Book of the Firft Edition was fubdivided into 
Books Eleven and Twelve. The former ended at line 896, and 
the Twelfth Book opened with the following new lines: — 

** As one who in his journey bates at noon. 

Though bent on fpecd : fo here th' arch-angel paufM* 

Betwixt the world dellroy'd, and world rcAor'd) 

If Adam ought perhaps might ioterpofe : 

Then* with mnfitkm fweei^ neir fpeech lefomea.'* 

Some lew additions were aUb insde to the Poem, the notice 
of which will inteieft the critical reader. 



1667. 

**They eat, they drink, and with 

refedion fweet 
Alt fli'd, beiore th' all bounteous 



After 



Book v. 637. ' 

1674. 

"Thqr est, they drink, and in 

commanion fwcet 
Quaff immortality, and joy, (fccure 
Of furfeit, where AiU moiraK onlj 
bounds 

Ezoefi) befbie di' all bomueoiu 
King." 

Book x. [xi.] 484. 

■* lateftin Scone end Uker, CoBc penp. 



thefe three lines were interpolated 



" Demoniac phrenzy, moping melancholy. 
And rooMi-inick madnefs, pining atrophy 1 
ManfmiMy and wide-wafting peftifence." 

Book x. 547. 



1667. 

" Which 1 mull keep til] my appointed 
day 

Of rendring up. Mkbail to him 

rcpii'd." 



1674. 

" Which I muil keep till my appointed 
day 

Of rendring up, and patiently attend 
My dilFolution. Michael reply'd." 
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The prefent Facfimile Reprint of the Firft Edition of Paradife 
Loji has been made with the greateft care and exadnefs from a 
copy of the carlieft iflue — that, namely, which bears date 1667, 
and is marked in Lowndes as No. i. This copy being in the 
original binding was of firft-rate authority. Each (heet has been 
independently revifed by three competent Editors, as well as bvthe 
printer^s profefTional reader. The Britifli Mufeum Copies nave 
alfo been confulted, though having been rebound, they cannot 
be accounted as of equal authority with the copy in the original 
covers, followed by the printer. In compiling the Table of 
VariatifHis the following copies have alio been uled t — copy 
(1668) (landing fecond in OUT Table, and marked in Lowndes, 
No. 4. This copy claims to have belonged to Edward Philips, 
Milton's nephew, fubfequently to J. B. Cole, Sexton or Clerk 
of Cripplegate, who witnefled the reftoration of Milton's 
tomb, and alfo to George Steevens, the Shakefperian critic. 
The copy (landing in the third column of variations re- 
prefents Lowndes No. 6 ; tiiat in column four, Lowndes 
No. 7, with frft variation, that in the fifth column, Lowndes 
No. 7, with Jecond variation, and this lad copy claima to have 
belonged to Milton himfelf. For the loan of the copies referred 
to in the firft, fourth and fifth column, the Publifher is indebted 
to the kindnefs and liberality of three friopds who moil gene- 
roudy placed their treafures at his diipofid for the prefiait 
purpofe. 
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